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we give a good accounting to future generations. 
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Foreword 


T IS always exciting and informative to read the history of 
one’s own county. Personal recollections are relived and 
refreshed; they are given a sense of continuity with the emergence 
of the culture of a people over several centuries. Manly Wade 
Wellman, able writer and thorough student of history that he is, 
along with Robert Cope, long-time student of Gaston history, takes 
a Gaston County citizen on such an experience in this volume. To 
the general reader they give an interesting and accurate story of 
the development of a county and, particularly, of the textile indus- 
: try as it grew in vastness during the 19th and 20th centuries. 
: These pages reveal the vitality of pioneering people. Negotia- 
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tions with Indian chiefs; Major William Chronicle and his “South 
Fork Boys” at the Battle of Kings Mountain, a turning point in 
the Revolutionary War of such significance as to prompt comment 
‘ by George Washington and Mr. Jefferson; participation of the 
i sons of the County in six other wars; the great flood of 1916; the 
whiskey industry; labor-management strife; moving the court- 
house; depressions and industrial advancement; the growth of 
academies, schools, libraries, and churches—they are all here to 
quicken our appreciation for the society in which we now live. 
James H. White, an Irish immigrant, spoke the spirit of the people 
in the 18th and 19th centuriés: “J was born in a land of tyranny,” 
he said as he cast his vote in 1880, “but I want to die in a land of 
liberty.” 

I commend this volume to the interested citizens as a splendid 
story. But it is more than that, for here you will find the struggle 
of our people from British Colonialism to the Atomic Age as they 
seek, through the fulfillment of our democratic principles, to 
establish a land of freedom and a symbol of hope for oppressed 
peoples the world over. 

The Gaston County Historical Society is to be congratulated on 
this exceedingly worthwhile project. 


WILLIAM FRIDAY 
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A New and 
separate County 


T° HAD been accomplished. By the will of the people and by 
-i. the votes of their Senators and Commoners in the state Leg- 
islature, North Carolina would have her seventy-fourth county as 
a present for Christmas of 1846. The bill had been passed on 
December 5 and officially ratified on December 21: 


... That a new and separate county, by the name of GASTON, be, and 
the same is hereby formed of that part of the county of Lincoln, which 
lies to the south of the following line, to wit: Beginning at a point on 
the Cleveland line, six miles due south of the present dividing line of 
Lincoln and Catawba; then running parallel with said line to the 
Catawba river.. .4 : 


This meant that the new county would lie just north of the 
South Carolina border, west of the Catawba River, nearly two- 
thirds of the way westward from the Atlantic Ocean to North Car- 
olina’s far boundary; that it would measure seventeen miles from 
north to south, perhaps eighteen miles wide at the bottom and 
twenty-odd miles at the top, a shape like the keystone of an arch 
set there in the country—the rolling, hilly country, tufted with 
forests of pine and hardwood, patched with fields and meadows, 
and criss-crossed with ‘streams—looking westward to the haze- 
crowned foothills of the Blue Ridge. 


Sturdy battlers for the establishment of this new and separate 


county of Gaston shook hands in mutual, exultant congratulation 
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2 The County of Gaston 


along Catawba’s brawling South Fork, on the slopes of the moun- 
tains called King’s and Spencer’s, Crowder’s and Pasour’s, on the 
banks of creeks called Dutchman’s and Leeper’s, Big Long and 
Little Long, Muddy Fork and Beaver Dam and South Prong and 
Duhart. 

Four years of planning and organization, of stubborn argument 
and insistence, had borne fruit at last. Passage of the bill in the 
House of Commons had been decisive enough—eighty-seven ayes 
to twenty-four nays—but by no means unanimous. The Common- 
ers from Lincoln County there to the north had voted against it, 
and so had the Commoners from Catawba County to the north of 
Lincoln,? for Catawba would suffer from this new formation of 
Gaston: ) 


... And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That so 
much of the county of Catawba, as lies south of the following line to 
wit: Beginning at the Catawba river, and four miles due north of the 
present dividing line between Lincoln and Catawba counties, and run- 
ning parallel with said line to the western boundary of said county, be, 
and the same is hereby annexed and made part of Lincoln county.... 


Thus was Lincoln County made ten miles deep instead of six, 
but nowhere near as deep as Lincoln County had been before 
Gaston was sliced away at the south, more than three hundred and 
sixty square miles of height and valley and plain. 

The credit for the victory must go to state Senator Larkin 
Stowe, and to James H. White of the House of Commons. They 
had been elected to the General Assembly as from Lincoln County, 
but they lived right there, in what now had become Gaston. 

Practical considerations had been marshaled and offered in 
argument—the distance to the courthouse in Lincolnton, chiefly. 
But there had been more to the wish and its realization than sim- 
ply being closer to the courthouse. The area of the new county 
had always felt its individuality, long before it had thought clearly 
of being a county. The South Fork of the Catawba, flung across 
Gaston’s expanse from northwest to southeast like a bright silver 
baldric across the broad chest of a warrior, was the lifeline and 
heartline of the region. What was it that Major William Chronicle 
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A New and Separate County 3 


had said at the foot of King’s Mountain in 1780, when ordered to 
open the decisive action against the Tories on the heights? “Come 
on, my South Fork boys!” He had spoken to his own friends and 
neighbors, before he had spoken to any other troops present under 
his command. And South Fork had struck, first and hardest, for 
victory and liberty. Then, at that moment, it may have been, 
Gaston County had become a sure reality for the future, though 
William Chronicle had died leading his men, and with him half 
a dozen others of the gallant South Fork company. 

Gaston County’s lineage was a noble one. Lincoln County, the 
deserted parent, had been established with the dismemberment of 
Tryon County in 1779, and Tryon had been hewn from Mecklen- 
burg in 1768, and Mecklenburg from Anson in 1762. Anson had 
been part of Bladen until 1749, Bladen part of New Hanover until 
1734, and New Hanover had been erected from part of Clarendon 
in 1729, while Clarendon, until 1696, had belonged to Albemarle, 
the mother of North Carolina counties.? High-sounding names, all 
of those, the names of generals and governors and noble houses on 
the far side of the Atlantic. But Gaston—there was a true North 
Carolina name, and fit to be trumpeted forth with the best. 

It was the name of Judge William Gaston, statesman, scholar, 
State Supreme Court Justice, benefactor of his land and people. 
Judge William Gaston had died in January of 1844, nearly three 
years too early to hear his name given to a county of his native 
State; that name was given now, although there had been proposals 
that the county be called Carroll or Alexander. Judge Gaston was 
of beloved memory, here in the angle of the Catawba River and 
the South Carolina line. He had never been to Gaston County, 
but his memory would stay green there, green as the pines and 
junipers and cedars that clothed the ridges and lined the streams.° 

The inhabitants of Gaston County numbered something less 
than 8,000, twenty-five per cent of them Negro slaves and a small, 
almost negligible, proportion Indians, local survivors of the once 
great tribe of the Catawbas.6 There were no towns, hardly any 
settlements. The crossroads store of Fred D. Hoffman and Moses 
Rhyne, close to the place where Dutchman’s Creek flowed into the 
Catawba, had served as headquarters for the committee that had 
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4 The County of Gaston 


fought so well and successfully for the establishment of Gaston 
County.’ The old log fort of the early settlers at the point of land 
between the Catawba and the South Fork, once a rendezvous for 
war or peace, lay in ruins; but the stout-timbered home of old 
Christian Mauney still could be seen, between the heads of Long 
and Beaver Dam Creeks. Once it had housed the courts and offices 
of Tryon County, back when there was a Tryon County.’ And now 
there would be a town, a true county seat. Already Senator Stowe 
and Commoner White and their colleagues were polishing the 
supplemental act that would follow the one creating Gaston 
County: | 


... Be it further enacted, That Isaac Holland, Andrew Love, Chris- 
tian Akor [Aker], Ephraim Friday, Wesley Davenport and Robert A. 
Bently [Beaty], are hereby appointed commissioners to select and 
determine upon a site for a permanent seat of justice for said county, 
who shall locate the same as near the centre as a suitable location can 
be obtained, provided it shall be within two miles of Long Creek 
Baptist Church meeting house. 


That would take time and method, and the commissioners had 
better get busy at once: 


... Be it further enacted, That a majority of said commissioners 
shall have power to purchase, or receive by donation for the county 
of Gaston, a tract of land containing...not less than fifty acres, nor 
more than one hundred, to be conveyed to the chairman of the county 
court of said county and his successors in office, upon which a town 
shall be laid off and called Dallas, where the court house and jail shall 
be erected, and where, after the completion of said court house, the 
courts of said county shall be held, and the Clerks and Registers shall 
keep their office. 


Dallas would be named for George Mifflin Dallas,® the vice- 
president of the United States, who had spoken for support of 
Texas and war with Mexico, a war that even now was declared and 
beginning. Did not report say that Greene Washington Caldwell, 
ex-Congtessman and superintendent of the Mint at Charlotte, 
would shortly come home to Gaston County and enlist a company 
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A New and Separate County o 


for service against the Mexicans?!° The rumor of war stirred the 
blood in the ancient veins of at least three Gaston County men 
who looked back to battles against red-coated British—Peter Eddle- 
man, the eighty-four-year-old cabinet maker, who had seen the sur- 
render at Yorktown; William Rankin, who was eighty-six and had 
been a prisoner of war; and Matthew Leeper, ninety-two but stilk 
able to remember Chronicle’s shout for the South Fork boys to 
come on. And meanwhile, people were told that Jesse Holland, 
kinsman of the county seat commissioner, stood ready to donate a 
tract of seventy-five acres from his lands in mid-county, for the 
establishment of Dallas.” 

While the town would be laid out and five townships estab- 
lished—one in each corner of the county, and one in the middle— 
superior court and a court of pleas and quarter sessions would be 
conducted at Jesse Holland’s home near Long Creek Baptist 
Church with, next February, a called meeting of justices of the 
peace, at which time 


.... they shall elect a clerk of the superior court, a clerk of the county 
court, county attorney, sheriff, coroner, register, entry-taker, surveyor, 
constables and all other officers for said county. 


And Gaston, new and proud and vigorous, would not lack men of 
honor and ability and influence to fill these offices. 

‘The county was prosperous, with farms great and small. Cotton 
was white and corn golden, in their seasons. Fat, sleek cattle grazed 
on the rich grass of the pastures. Timber-cutting was an industry, 
and grist mills clacked beside creeks and rivers. Iron was mined, 
and so, here and there, was glittering gold. Up in the north ceniral 
part of the county was the High Shoals Iron Works, run by Jacob 
Fulenwider. His father, the old Revolutionary soldier, had 
founded it. What said that witty preacher in his revival sermon? 
“Take a sinner out of hell and put him into Jacob Fulenwider’s 
furnace, heated seven times, and he will freeze solid in five min- 
utes.” ‘Ihe foundry had a six-mile wooden railway, with carts 
drawn by mules, to operate between the furnace and foundry, to 
forecast, too, the certain coming of the steam railroad before many 
years would pass." 
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6 The County of Gaston 


And another sort of industry was even then springing up. From 
Greensboro to the east and north had come Thomas Randolph 
Tate to study the strong, steady rush of the Catawba River's cur- 
rent. Already Tate’s construction workers had begun to build a 
waterpower enterprise near Mountain Island, in the northeastern 
part of Gaston County where the Catawba swept eastward in a 
great bend as though to gather force. There Tate would build a 
factory to weave cotton and woolen cloth. The mill was not yet in 
operation, but soon it would be. And Senator Larkin Stowe’s 
energetic son, Jasper, was planning a textile mill of his own, on 
the South Fork. Others would follow." 

These matters promised a rich and happy future for Gaston 
County. What might another century bring forth upon the land 
and waters of Gaston? It was not wholly idle, perhaps, to speculate 
upon that century to come, when you looked back to the century 
that was past. For Gaston was only born as a county, but as a region 
it had a history of a hundred years and more of white settlement, 
with labor and profit, battle and triumph, brightening its trackway 
through time. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(December 2, 1846) 


The bill to establish a new county of Gaston and to annex a part 
of the county of Catawba to the county of Lincoln was called up 
by Mr. J. H. White and considered. Mr. [Nathaniel] Wilson 
moved to amend said bill, in the second section, so as to read, 
“beginning on the Catawba River near the five mile point on the 
Morganton Ridge Road, thence East and West parallel with the 
Catawba line.” The question on the amendment was decided in 
the negative, Yeas 18, Nays 88.... 

The question shall the said bill pass the second reading, was 
decided in the affirmative, Yeas 87, Nays 24.... 

On motion of Mr. J. H. White, the rule was suspended, the bill 
was read the third time and passed, and ordered to be engrossed. 


—Journal of the North Carolina 
House of Commons, 1846-7 
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West of the Catawba 


p_» EFORE the dawn of the region’s history, the Catawba In- 
> dians were there. 

One scholarly account says that they came about 1660 to the 
forks of the river that bears their name, but that is a manifest error. 
Spanish explorers heard of them nearly a hundred years earlier, 
and John Lederer, writing about them in 1670, says that they 
claimed to have held their home region for four centuries. ‘hey 
are Indians of Siouan stock, cousins of the matchless Dakota war- 
riors that dominated the Far West. Their own name for themselves 
was Nieye—the Real People. Choctaws called them Katapau, or 
the Divided, and from that word the white men made the name 
Catawba, giving it to the tribal hunting grounds and the river. 

During the last third of the Seventeenth Century, venturesome 
white traders came the long journey down the Virginia Trading 
Path, that ran from the James River in Virginia southwest across 
North Carolina to a point just below the juncture of the Catawba 
River and the South Fork. At the end of that path they found a 
hospitable and intelligent people, with villages of neat thatched 
huts and broad clearings planted to corn and vegetables. The men 
were skilled hunters and trappers and fishermen, and, on occasion, 
the starkest of warriors. The women were good cooks, and one 
early visitor thought them attractive physically. The Catawbas 
traded fine furs for the goods the Virginians brought among them 
—beads, cloth, muskets, and liquor.’ 
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West of the Catawba 9 


James Stewart was such a trader, and when the explorer and 
naturalist John Lawson journeyed up the system of riverside trails 
from South Carolina into the Catawba country in 1701, Stewart 
was there, a dweller among the tribesmen “for many years.” 
Catawba chiefs made Lawson and his party welcome, though the 
white men were thought ill-bred in refusing pretty squaws as 
bedfellows.’ Lawson’s trip home to eastward was for some distance 
along the Trading Path, already broadened and hardened into a 
road by the passage of pack trains and goods wagons. 

Not long after Lawson’s visit and the first publication of his 
journal, other white men besides traders looked to the forks of the 
Catawba. Settlers were seeking the unopened west of the province 
of North Carolina, from the wish to grow rich and great on new 
fat lands, or from restlessness among the coastal towns, or perhaps 
from the necessity of escaping debts or lawsuits or enemies. Early 
comers to the Catawba country threw up their cabins of poles or 
slabs, and scratched the earth for crops of corn, without benefit 
of land grant or deed. Nobody could be completely sure who the 
land belonged to, anyway. The generous Catawbas, at least, made 
no objection to white strangers coming to squat among them. 

Some ten miles above the juncture of the Catawba and the 
South Fork, and about the same distance west of the Trading 
Path’s slant, the river ran broad and shallow. That was Tucka- 
seege Ford, half a mile across and girth-deep to a horse, thigh-deep 
to a man, with firm bottom underfoot.’ It became a passageway for 
pioneers. By 1738, enough of them were in the country west of 
Tuckaseege Ford to bring an epidemic of smallpox that killed 
many of the kindly Indians.* | 

By 1744, a definite establishment of official control of land, 
with boundaries thereto, had been achieved. From the Virginia 
boundary drawn by William Byrd to a line drawn just below the 
Thirty-sixth Parallel, the territory belonged to the Earl of Gran- 
ville. Below that line to the vague South Carolina border it was 
the property of the British Crown.® Those lines might as well have 
run westward to the Pacific Ocean. The country around the forks 
of the Catawba was an uncharted area of the county of Bladen, 
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10 The County of Gaston 


with its seat of government far, far away to eastward. The mid- 
1740's brought a considerable rush of land-seekers, many of them 
of German or Scotch-Irish origin, from increasingly crowded 
Pennsylvania.® 

Sometime before 1744, a young Pennsylvania German named 
Bostian Bess or Best arrived among the streams and hills of the 
South Fork country. There he built a log shanty and cleared some 
ground for planting. He was no more than twenty, but he reck- 
oned himself a man of affairs and aspired to be a man of family as 
well. Would some Pennsylvania girl marry him and come to his 
frontier home? He decided to find out. Around the end of 1744 he 
mounted his horse, rode across broad, shallow Tuckaseege Ford, 
and headed northward along the Trading Path. 

Somewhere in upper North Carolina or in Virginia below the 
James, he camped beside the trail. A wagonload of travelers 
stopped nearby to unhitch and build their own supper fire. 

Young Bostian Bess ambled over and introduced himself. The 
wagon belonged to Pieter Heyl, born in Germany in 1710. Heyl 
had emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1738 and two years later had 
moved to Maryland. Hearing rumors of the opportunities in the 
Catawba country, he was now bound there. His party included 
his vigorous wife and his seven children, ranging in age from 
fourteen-year-old Jacob to four-year-old John. 

Bess chatted happily with the Heyls that evening. He seems to 
have noticed Heyl’s pretty little daughter Katrina, nine years old 
and promising lovely girlhood in a few years. When he saddled up 
in the morning, Bess invited his new friends to make use of his 
empty cabin between the South Fork and the Catawba, while he 
was away in Pennsylvania. 

‘The Heyls fared onward, rolled their wagon across the ford, 
and found and occupied the house. Before many months Bess was 
back from Pennsylvania, alone. He had found no girl willing to 
face the wilderness as his wife. Generously he insisted that the 
Heyls keep his home place, for they had wrought improvements 
around it. He built himself another cabin on ground nearby.’ 

If these two homesteads were alone in the wilderness, they did 
not long remain so. Not far away, upstream on a creck, settled 
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Philip Rudisill, also a Pennsylvania German. Another neighbor 
was Robert Patrick, an Irishman. To the south of these home- 
steads, in the delta-like triangle between the Catawba and the 
South Fork known as the Point, sprang up a considerable commu- 
nity. Among the first comers there were Robert Leeper, an Eng- 
lishman; James Kuykendall, a native of Holland; a young German- 
born immigrant, Frederick Hambright; William Haggerty, John 
and Benjamin Hardin, and young William Froneberger. Peter 
Eaker, too, made a clearing and set up a cabin. And James Arm- 
strong crossed the South Fork above the Point settlement, to build 
at an old Indian crossing that thereafter was called Armstrong’s 
Ford. The horses and wagons of the pioneers wore a trail from 
there to Tuckaseege. Another family of three settlers arrived in 
the region, Samuel, John and Judith Coburn.’ These were not 
old people. Stout Pieter Heyl, in his middle thirties when he 
arrived, was perhaps the patriarch of the district. Kuykendall, 
Patrick, Eaker, and some of the others were family men, but Bess, 
Hambright, and Froneberger were little more than boys in years. 
Life was good, if primitive, west of Tuckaseege Ford and along 
the South Fork. Household goods included bed ticks to be filled 
with dried grass or corn shucks, a few quilts and blankets to each 
house, odds and ends of clothing to be supplemented by home- 
sewn buckskin shirts and moccasins; such sternly necessary kitchen 
utensils as Dutch ovens, skillets, and bread trays; pot hooks to 
hang above the open hearth, the indispensable axe and plowshare, 
a saw, an auger, a froe to split logs into slabs; and, inevitably, the 
long musket or rifle, with powder horn and bullet pouch, hung on 
pegs by door or mantel. F 
Men and boys girdled and felled trees to clear corn patches, and 
hunted deer and turkey and fished the rivers and creeks for food. 
Women worked tirelessly from dawn till dark, washing, cooking, 
hoeing, milking cows. Cattle grew fat on lush meadows among 
the groves, and crops were sufficient. Here and there millstones 
were imported, to fit to creekside paddle wheels for the grinding 
of grain. One or two of the settlers were blacksmiths, deserving 
of the traditional dignity of that trade. There were no doctors, at 
least none named in early records; the wisest women gathered 
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medicinal herbs and aided at births. Nor were there schools. The 
little children of the Catawba settlements learned their numbers 
and letters from their parents, if they learned at all. Probably a 
missionary preacher rode in from time to time, and everybody 
must have gathered gratefully to hear him expound the Good 
Word. 

Down in the Point, close to where the rivers came together, 
James Kuykendall, Robert Leeper, and their neighbors built a 
stout blockhouse as a refuge to rally and defend against possible 
Indian attacks. That was because the Catawbas were being stirred 
up by agents of the South Carolina government—nobody was quite 
sure where the line between the provinces should run, and that 
caused bad feeling. The men of the region gathered at intervals 
to drill as a militia company, and Samuel Coburn was chose: 
captain. Ihe company first mustered for military service, not 
against the Indians but against the so-called Spanish Alarm of 1748. 
Far away on the coast of North Carolina rose rumors and rumbles 
of pillage and raid by the Spaniards from Florida. Coburn sent 
riders to summon his men from all through the country west of the 
Catawba. Some of them rode in from far up the river and from 
creeksides to the tree-swarmed west. 

There were three officers, five non-commissioned officers, and 
seventy-eight other enlisted men in that company. It would seem 
that they represented every male capable of loading and aiming a 
musket. Coburn’s second in command was Lieutenant Thomas 
Beatty, from near Tuckaseege. John Kuykendall of the Point set- 
tlement was listed as ensign—“‘insin,” the muster roll spelled it— 
and Philip Rudisill was a corporal. Heads of families fell in as 
privates, alongside their sons and younger brothers. Pieter Heyl 
shouldered his musket, as did his eighteen-year-old son Jacob. So 
did Bostian Bess. Their comrades included Robert Leeper, Wil- 
liam and John Patrick, James Kuykendall and several of his 
kinsmen, George Rutledge, Frederick Hambright, Philip Rudi- 
sill’s brother Michael, Peter and Christian Eaker, William Henry, 
and William Haggerty. Eighteen of them lacked muskets with 
which to threaten the Spaniards. 
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Captain Coburn’s company saw no action in the clumsy skir- 
mishing of the Spanish Alarm, but its members must have achieved 
a spirit of solid comradeship on their brief tour of duty. The 
future held other and sterner military adventures for some of 
them.*° 

It may be that report of this considerable assemblage of militia 
from the South Fork region reminded officials in the east that a 
good-sized population dwelt west of the Catawba without any for- 
mal titles to the land. More attention was turned upon the matter 
by the organization, in 1749, of Anson County, with its seat at 
Pleasant Hill not many miles east of the Catawba. Pioneers were 
obliged to apply for formal grants to the farms on which they had 
lived and labored for years. 


Such grants, made by the governor of North Carolina in the 


-name of George II of England, called for payment of yearly rents— 


one grant specifies four shills per hundred acres—and the clearing 
and cultivation of three acres out of every hundred. The first of 
these deeds on record was awarded, appropriately enough, to Cap- 
tain Samuel Coburn, as of April 6, 1749.41 Other grants were con- 
veyed that same year to Thomas Robinson, Thomas Potts, and 
Adam Kastner. Bostian Bess asked formal title to his own land in 
1750, six years after he had built upon it, because he had a wife 
at last—pretty Katrina Heyl, fifteen years old and confident that 
she was fitted to be mistress of a house, a good wife and, eventually, 
a good mother.” Down on the Point, grants were executed during 
1750 to Robert Leeper, James and Matthew Kuykendall, and 
others. In the same year, Philip Rudisill’s young brother Michael 
made good his claim to land far up the South Fork, beside pic- 
turesque rushing waters and jagged rocks. Andrew Allison, appar- 
ently a newcomer, received his title to a tract in the Point during 
LIS 28 
These estates were mostly of 400 acres each. Cultivation require- _ 

ments did not bother men like Heyl and Coburn and Kuykendall 
—they had cultivated more than three acres in the hundred for 
some years past—but four shillings of hard silver money per hun- 
dred acres came to sixteen shillings a year and was something 
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else again. ‘To men in buckskin on the edge of the wilderness, with 
plenty of land and venison and corn meal but accustomed to look 
carefully at both sides of each rare penny they possessed, such rent 
payments were difficult. 

Nevertheless, 1753 was something of a banner year in the num- 
ber of grants allowed in the South Fork region. William Barnett 
received title to lands in the Point on March 31. Jacob Kastner 
got his grant at about the same time. On August 30, tracts were 
granted to Frederick Hambright, John and Benjamin Hardin, 
and William Haggerty in the Point. John Armstrong, a boy vol- 
unteer during the Spanish Alarm, was old enough and solvent 
enough to take up his own farm on the South Fork that same day, 
and James Armstrong received a grant on Beaver Dam Creek some 
miles to the west. George Rutledge, in establishing his claim, had 
to settle boundary differences with Robert Cee 

Other vexations than high rents awaited some of the landown- 
ers. The boundary line between North Carolina and South Caro- 
lina had not yet been exactly and agreeably drawn west of the 
Catawba, and surveyors, settlers, and officials disputed hotly during 
the 1750's. Several frontier farmers were called upon by both sides 
to pay taxes, and once the sheriff of Anson.County was arrested by 
South Carolina officers. In 1743, Governor James Glenn of South 
Carolina incited the Catawbas to drive the white pioneers from 
their lands, and the erstwhile friendly Indians burned crops and 
killed cows and hogs."4 

One South Fork settler suffered in the business. That was James 
Armstrong on Beaver Dam Creek, to whose cabin door came a 
war party of Catawbas hot on the trail of tribal enemies, perhaps 
Cherokees. ‘Chey asked Armstrong to give them food, but he had 
thriftily hidden most of his supplies when he saw the party 
approaching, and he offered only a small slab of corn bread. When 
one of the warriors pushed aside a sack and found food hidden 
beneath it, a woman of Armstrong’s household struck the meddler 
over the head. In a loud fury, the Indians burst into the cabin, 
plundered it of all eatables, and strode away munching. 

This was one of several incidents that brought a stern group of 
North Carolina commissioners to investigate the situation and 
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threaten the Catawbas with reprisals. But King Hagler, the Cataw- 
ba chief, came to meet them at the home of Matthew Toole, next 
to a ford of the Catawba River above Tuckaseege. King Hagler 
proved to be both dignified and plausible, a true savage diplomat. 
“I am very sorry to hear those complaints that are laid to our 
people’s charge,’”’ he smoothly assured the commissioners, as inter- 
preted by Toole. But, he went on, if Catawbas had taken white 
men’s cattle, so also had certain white men taken horses belonging 
to the Catawbas. As to the alleged stealing of food, it was the infor- 
mal way of the Indian to help one’s hungry self to the store of a 
friend. Had not Catawba homes always proved hospitable to white 
visitors? ‘he custom, felt King Hagler, should work in both direc- 
tions. The squabble at James Armstrong’s cabin had been an 
inflammatory incident, and King Hagler reminded the commis- 
-sioners that a proud warrior had been struck by a woman, a deadly 
insult from the Catawba point of view: “. . . which was the cause,” 
the chieftain amplified, “of our taking those things without leave; 
that we would not do to those who are kind to us in our necessity 


' when we apply to them.” 


‘The commissioners brought up a worse charge; certain young 
warriors had made an attempt to steal a white child, and had 
threatened its parents with their scalping knives. King Hagler 
explained that this was nothing but humorous Catawba horseplay. 
“I hope you will not harbor this thought of us so as to imagine 
that it was done in earnest,” he protested disarmingly. But he 
reminded his visitors that the lands now occupied by white settlers 
had first belonged to his tribe. ‘““We expect to live on those lands 
we now possess during our time here,” he said. And he wound 
up with the promise that, war with France being threatened, his 
people were ready to side with the British settlers against all 


enemies. | 


It was a distinct triumph for King Hagler, that conference. The 
commissioners made a report that showed sympathy and admira- 
tion for the wise Indian. ‘Threats died down on both sides.¥ 

Meanwhile, officials of the British Crown prevailed on the gov- 
ernors of the two provinces to compose their differences. Eventu- 
ally the boundary line was drawn westward from the forks of the 
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16 The County of Gaston 


Catawba, and most of King Hagler’s people departed to live on 
a reservation provided south of that line by the officials of South 
Carolina. These pacifications were attended by the proving of 
more patents by settlers along the South Fork and its various 
tributary creeks. Robert Patrick received his grant in 1754, and in 
1755 grants were made to William Froneberger in the Point, 
Christian Eaker on Beaver Dam Creek, and John Glenn near the 
growing Heyl settlement.’ 

The recording of these lands by officials had an important effect 
upon the settlers of German descent. These found their names 
Anglicized. Heyl became Hoyl, then Hoyle, in the records. Kast- 
ner was changed to Costner. Bostian Bess began to spell his name 
Best, to match the spelling in official records. A settler named 
Zimmerman changed his name to Carpenter, and a family called 
Freytag changed to Friday, for business reasons. 

Few, if any of the settlers in the Point and Tuckeseege neigh- 
borhoods and along the South Fork caught up their muskets to 
fight in the French and Indian War. ‘The battles were happening 
up north for the most part, and in any case the Cherokees con- 
tinued to threaten from the west and it behooved a man to stay 
home and look after his own interests. New settlers arrived. Among 
them came, in 1757, a Scotch-Irishman named Alexander McLean. 
With him was his infant son William, and other sons were born 
in the new country." 

There were marriages, too. Frederick Hambright married Sarah 
Hardin, the sister of his neighbors, John and Benjamin Hardin, 
in 1755. Peter Hoyle’s oldest son Jacob married Elizabeth Brooks 
in 1759, and that same year his sister Elizabeth married George 
Hovis, whose sister became the wife of Michael Rudisill. Both 
Peter and Jacob Hoyle (Heyl) died in 1761, but their descend- 
ants were growing up in the South Fork country.” 

A church had been established. Years earlier, a stranger had 
appeared to make camp near the Catawba River east of Arm- 
strong’s Ford on the South Fork. ‘This newcomer meant to settle, 
but he fell ill and died. The settlers gathered to bury him, and 
muttered prayers over his grave. Others who died were buried 
near by. The spot became a graveyard, and the solemnity that 
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West of the Catawba 1g 


attended the haphazard funerals seemed to make the spot holy. 
A brush arbor was tossed together to accommodate meetings held 
by occasional visiting preachers, and this was replaced by a log 
structure. By 1764, two Northern ministers, Elihu Spencer and 
Alexander McWhorter, arrived to organize a Presbyterian church. 
The little meeting house became Goshen Church. Many of 
the nearby settlers were Scotch Presbyterian. James Kuykendall 
and several other Lutherans supported Goshen. In 1767, however, 
the Lutherans founded the first church of their denomination 
west of the Catawba. It was called Kastner’s—later Philadelphia— 
and was on the South Fork, three miles north of the present site 
of Dallas. 
Names became fixed upon the land. The stream on which Kuy- 
kendall had homesteaded was Dutchman’s Creek. Joining the 
South Fork from westward were Long Creek, Beaver Dam Creek, 
Indian Creek. Someone named Ulrich Crowder lived further to 
westward, then departed; but his name remained on Crowder’s 
Mountain and Crowder’s Creek. Beyond the headwaters of Crowd- 
er’s Creek, a great saddlebacked rise was christened King’s Moun- 
tain. The stretch of the upper South Fork that stormed and foamed 
loudly over rocks beside the home of Michael and Eve Rudisill 
was High Shoals. Another picturesque shallows, rushing and 
rocky, near Armstrong’s Ford, with rugged bluffs on the east shore 
of the South Fork, was called Henderson’s Shoals, for James Hen- 
derson who built there within sound of the singing waters.”° 
‘The region was frontier no more, but assured provincial coun- 
try. Christian Mauney arrived and built, between the headwaters 
of Long and Indian creeks, the finest house so far seen there- 
abouts.** Here and there, pioneers grew nervous in so thickly 
settled a place. Mary Hoyle and John H. Weisenburg from up 
north near the Catawba were married in 1760 and immediately 
chose to go westward into trackless Tennessee. Others ventured 
after them, but a good number stayed. Mecklenburg County had 
been organized from the western part of Anson in 1762, and by 
the middle of the 1760’s a real county seat town, Charlotte, was 


founded on the old Trading Path, a scant dozen miles east of 
Tuckaseege Ford. 
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18 The County of Gaston 


More people moved to the unclaimed lands west of South Fork. 
One such man was John Walker, who had served with the ill-fated 
expedition of General Edward Braddock in 1755. He arrived at 
the foot of Crowder’s Mountain in 1763, and raised mulch cattle. 
From a single summer’s churning of butter, Walker realized 
enough profit to go to Charleston and buy a Negro woman as a 
servant. She may have been the first slave in that part of the world. 
Walker did not eat his own beef, preferring to shoot deer in the 
surrounding woods. On his hunting expeditions he was accompa- 
nied by his little son Felix, who would live to be a United States 
Congressman.” Near him, in 1764, settled John Wilson and his 
brother-in-law John Barber, with their wives and children.” 

Many farmers took their produce south by boat or raft along 
the Catawba, selling it in South Carolina towns and then poling 
their laborious way home again. The head of navigation on the 
river was below a swift rush of waters in a sharp bend, not far 
above the Tuckaseege Ford and the mouth of Dutchman’s Creek. 
There a family named Abernathy operated a ferry, and roads led 
across the river there, at Tuckaseege, and at fords below, to con- 
verge at growing Charlotte.** The South Fork district had become 
cultured and important, at least in the eyes of its settlers. 

But there were matters that grated. In 1766, Governor William 
Tryon of the province of North Carolina was empowered to build 
himself a palace at New Bern, away off somewhere on the eastern 
coast. It was to be a magnificent building, the finest in all the 
American colonies. To pay for it, Tryon imposed a poll tax of 
eightpence a year for 1767 and 1768. In the latter year he assessed 
an additional tax of a shilling a head for the next three years.” 
That was too much money to pay for another man’s house, be that 
house ever so fine. John Walker, moving from Crowder’s Moun- 
tain, had bought four hundred fine acres from Moses Moore for 
a single Spanish doubloon—no more than eighty shillings. A two- 
shilling poll tax, on every head of a family and on each of his 
grown sons, would be enough to buy ten acres somewhere. Unfair! 

In 1768, a new county was formed. Its eastern boundary was 
the Catawba River. It extended northward from the South Caro- 
lina border to Lord Granville’s old line twenty-seven miles above. 
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West of the Catawba 19 


Nobody knew where its western boundary would be.** That was 
all right for the South Fork, the more so because the county seat 
would be located somewhere among the homes of the Kuykendalls, 
Hoyles, Coburns, McLeans, Mauneys, and their friends. But few 
indeed were pleased that this county would be called ‘Tryon. 

That was gubernatorial insult added to financial injury. The 
South Fork’s homespun worthies began to feel that they had had 
more than enough of William Tryon’s name, his remote and 
expensive palace, his collectors of poll tax, even of his pudgy mas- 
ter King George III. Maybe the South Fork could do better with- 
out the whole grasping, oppressing crew. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(Aptil 27, L760) 


George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great-Britain, France 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom 
these Presents shall come, Greeting: Know ye, that We, for and 
in Consideration of the Rents and Duties herein reserved, have 
Given and Granted, and by the Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and 
Successors, DO Give and Grant unto Nathaniel Eldrige a Tract 
of Land, containing Three Hundred Acres, lying and being in the 
County of Mecklenburg in our Province of North Carolina, on 
Branch of Crowders Creek and Bounded as follows (Viz) Begin- 
ning at a Red Oak in Alexander Robinsons Line, thence Noe. 40° 
W. 220 Poles along Robinsons Line to a White Oak, thence N°. E. 
220 Poles to a Hickory, Thence Se. 40° 6 Poles to a Hickory, and 
thence S°. 50° W. 220 Poles to the Beginning... 

(Signed) 
By His Excellency’s Command 
John Landon D_ Sen. 


WILLIAM TRYON 


—Royal land grant, in possesston 
of Mrs. C. P. Robinson 
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Our Duty to Defend 


HE act that organized the new county of Tryon did not spe- 

cify the western boundary, and the settlers up and down the 
South Fork and west of the Catawba, along the creeks and in the 
Point, did not greatly burden their minds with conjecture about 
where that boundary should run. But their own region, home- 
steaded and developed now for a good quarter of a century, was 
plain in their understandings and their hearts. 

Much of the ancient forest had been chopped away here and 
there from the creek bottoms and the rich upper levels, to make 
room for fields of wheat and corn and barley. Cows and horses 
pastured in pleasant meadows, bordered by rail fences. A number 
of the heights had been named. Crowder’s Mountain had been 
deserted by its first settler, who left his name behind him. Another 
rise, to the north of Crowder’s, was called LaBoone for a venture- 
some couple who had set up housekeeping in a cave on its slope.’ 
In the shade of yet another ridge, seven or eight miles west of 
Tuckaseege Ford, Zachariah Spencer settled in 1772, and a neigh- 
boring height was called Spencer Mountain. Southwest of Crowd- 
er’s Mountain rose a clustered mass of rocky bluffs and crags called 
King’s Mountain, of which the pinnacle was measured at 1,705 
feet above sea level, the highest point in all the surrounding 
region. From such vantage points as these a sharp-eyed gazer could 


see the Blue Ridge, far off to the west where Tryon County 
debatably extended.’ 
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rad The County of Gaston 


On Long Creek a settler named John Sloan examined specimens 
of iron ore and announced that he would establish a furnace to 
smelt and work metal.’ Another iron works was rumored for con- 
struction at High Shoals, where lived the Rudisills and Fulen- 
widers.* But other matters than the material ones also occupied 
the South Fork settlers. Long Creek Baptist Church was organized 
for those who did not follow the Presbyterian doctrine at Goshen, 
and the Baptists built a log house of worship.® And there began 
to be schools. These were haphazard, at best, but settlers did their 
utmost. An aspiring schoolmaster solicited patronage in his neigh- 
borhood and set up class in his home or, perhaps, on some centrally 
located farm. Parents who sent their children to him paid tuition 
for the most part in food, firewood, and even home-distilled spirits. 
The school year lasted for but a few winter months, the season 
when boys and girls were not needed to help work in the fields 
at home. Books were scarce, and so were slates and pencils. Yet the 
children of the pioneers learned to read and write and cipher, 
some of them extremely well. The earliest teacher in the region 
whose name has remained in the records was a Mr. Blythe. His 
star pupil was young William McLean, son of Alexander McLean 
of the Point settlement, and a bright, studious boy of thirteen 
when the Eighteenth Century’s seventh decade began.° 

Roads sprawled here and there, leading to the fords of the 
Catawba—Beatty’s Ford up near the northern boundary of Tryon 
County; Cowan’s Ford five miles below it; Toole’s, named for the 
interpreter to King Hagler, below that; T'uckaseege, most import- 
ant of all, with two trails crossing its shallows and extending 
northwest and southwest beyond; Martin’s, named for Hugh Mar- 
tin, leading to the Point settlement; Armstrong’s; and, below the 
forks of the Catawba at the place where the South Carolina line 
was generally conceded to run, Armer’s. Where wagon tracks 
crossed each other, there sprang up the germs of true settlements 
that would become towns.’ Such a place might include a tavern 
and a blacksmith’s forge, with perhaps a mill on a nearby stream. 

Early in 1771, when the Regulators organized throughout North 
Carolina to oppose with violence the tax abuses, Governor Tryon 
called for fifty militiamen from the county named for him. He 
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got thirteen of the fifty, while an unspecified number of their 
neighbors went out with the Regulators. Another thirteen militia- 
men were mustered to take part in defense against a threat of 
Cherokee raiders, closer to home; perhaps that little company vol- 
unteered to fight the Cherokees to avoid Tryon’s draft of men for 
the campaign against the Regulators. 

Frederick Hambright, who had turned out for the Spanish 
Alarm as a twenty-one-year-old private, was, at forty-four, captain 
of that Cherokee-hunting company. John Hoyle, son of pioneer 
Pieter Heyl, was his lieutenant, and John’s nephew Andrew Hoyle 
was a sergeant, as was James Cozart. ‘These and nine privates saw 
eight days of service in March, 1771. After light skirmishing, they 
chased the Cherokees back to their forested dens in the west. A 
payroll for the company still exists. Captain Hambright drew seven 


shillings sixpence a day; Lieutenant Hoyle, five shillings; the ser- 


geants, four shillings each; and the nine privates, two shillings 
each. Rations for the nine days were paid for at five shillings and 
fourpence each, the officers and men faring alike and undoubtedly 
eating together. Along with their pay, these veterans profited by 
a sense of duty done and homes preserved, and they were not 
required to fight in the so-called War of the Regulation the follow- 
ing May.’ 

‘The feeling among these men that homes were worth defending 
from anybody was a strong one, and grew along with the agitation 
for justice from England’s king as it became agitation for inde- 
pendence in North Carolina and twelve sister colonies besides. 
Discussion grew, and it found its logical center west of the South 
Fork when Tryon County’s courthouse location was chosen. 
Charles McLean of the Point settlement headed the commission 
that put the choice into writing on July 26, 1774: 


. . - having maturely considered and deliberated ... are of the 
opinion that the place called the “Cross Roads” on Christian Mauney’s 
land, between the heads of Long Creek, Muddy Creek, and Beaverdam 
Creek in the county aforesaid, is most central and convenient for the 
purpose aforesaid for the inhabitants of this county; Therefore, agree- 
ably to the directions of said Act, we have and by these presents do 
lay off, constitute and appoint the said place as the most proper where- 
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on to erect and build the court house, prison and stocks of the said 
county, as witness our hands and seals .. .° 


Court was held that autumn in the front 100m of Mauney’s fine 
home. He allowed county records to be kept there and set aside 
another room of his house to be fitted with bars and used as a jail." 

Other political activities busied Tryon County. In July, 1775, 
the freeholders of the county chose five delegates to attend an 
August convention at Hillsboro in the east, called to make protest 
to the British government concerning the considerable grievances 
of the North Carolina colonists. Frederick Hambright was a dele- 
eate, as were his brother-in-law, Joseph Hardin, and Robert Alex- 
ander from the Tuckaseege Ford neighborhood. The other two 
delegates were John Walker, the veteran of Braddock’s disastrous 
campaign, and William Graham, colonel of Tryon County’s 
militia. Later that same July, the freeholders also elected mem- 
bers of a so-called Safety Committee. John Walker was chairman. 
Andrew Neel, clerk of the Tryon County court, was also clerk of 
the committee. Hambright, Hardin, Alexander, and Graham were 
members, along with eighteen other influential and vigorous heads 
of families with their rights and wrongs very much to mind. On 
August 14 these same bold spirits met at Christian Mauney’s home 
and passed several resolutions, one of which was notable: 


AN ASSOCIATION 


The unprecedented, barbarous and bloody actions committed by 
the British Troops on our American Brethren near Boston on the 19th 
of April and 20th of May last, together with the Hostile Operations 
and Traiterous Designs now carrying on by the Tools of Ministerial 
Vengeance and Despotism for the Subjugating all British America, 
suggest to us the painful necessity of having recourse to Arms for the 
preservation of those Rights and Liberties which the principles of our 
Constitution and the Laws of God, Nature and Nations have made it 
our duty to defend. } 

We, therefore, the Subscribers, Freeholders and Inhabitants of Tryon 
County, do hereby faithfully unite ourselves under the most sacred 
ties of Religion, Honor and Love to our Country, firmly to resist force 
by force in defense of our Natural Freedom and Constitutional Rights 
against all invasions, and at the same time do solemnly engage to take 
up Arms and Risque our lives and fortunes in maintaining the freedom 
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of our Country, whenever the Wisdom and Council of the Continental 
Congress or our Provincial Convention shall declare it necessary, and 
this Engagement we will continue in and hold sacred ’til a Reconcili- 
ation shall take place between Great Britain and America on Consti- 
tutional principles which we most ardently desire. And we do firmly 
agree to hold all such persons Inimical to the liberties of America, 
who shall refuse to subscribe to this Association. 


The document included some ambiguities of spelling and gram- 
mar, but there could be no doubt of what it meant. The twenty- 
three members of the Safety Committee put their names to it, as 
did twenty-six other freeholders of Tryon County. South Fork 
and adjacent neighborhoods were well represented among the sig- 
natories. Names on the lst included Charles McLean of Crowder’s 
Mountain section, James Coburn, Samuel Carpenter, Jacob For- 


ney, Valentine and Jacob Mauney, John and George Dellinger, 


Joseph Kuykendall, and Moses Moore. Conspicuously absent were 
the signatures of Spencer of Spencer Mountain and LaBoone of 
LaBoone Mountain, professed Tories both; and Moses Moore’s 
willful young son, John, set loyalty to King George III above all 
matters and affections argued by his father and his friends. 

Even more to the point than words and the signing of names 
was the Safety Committee’s application to patriots in Charleston, 
South Carolina, for a supply of gunpowder, lead, and gun flints to 
be used in fighting any British force that might come coercing.” 

When Tryon County’s delegates went to the convention at 
Hillsboro on August 20, they diplomatically supported a resolu- 
tion that professed allegiance to the British Crown but that de- 
plored heavy taxes and high-handed official behavior and called for 
further meetings of the delegates as North Carolina’s Provincial 
Congress.’® ‘The resolve of the Tryon County Safety Committee 
fairly well settled the question of how the English Crown would 
be honored thereafter. 

In September, the county’s militia was organized under Colonel 
Graham, with Charles McLean as lieutenant-colonel and Fred- 
erick Hambright and Thomas Beatty as majors. Early in the fol- 
lowing year, war broke out in earnest in North Carolina. 

The Tryon County militia, under Graham, Hambright, and 
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other officers, fought in South Carolina against Tory volunteers 
and British-led Cherokees, who had been joined by ardent Loyal- 
ists called Scovallites. The wintry weather gave the adventure the 
name of the Snow Campaign," and the South Carolina and Ameri- 
can Gazette took note of one reaction to it: 


The young ladies of the best families of Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina, have entered into a voluntary association that they will not 
receive the address of any young gentlemen of that place except the 
brave volunteers who served in the expedition to South Carolina and 
assisted in subduing the Scovalite insurgents. . . .* 


Young William Chronicle of the Point settlement, a captain 
twenty years of age during the Snow Campaign, had no need to 
fear that he would be snubbed. Indeed, he was already a favored 
suitor of pretty Margaret Alexander, daughter of the patriot leader 
Robert Alexander, and she gave him her ring to wear on his finger 
as he marched away again, in 1777, leading a company to the 
relief of a besieged garrison at Ninety-Six in South Carolina."® 

His men included South Fork neighbors of all ages and condi- 
tions. Samuel Martin, forty-five years old, a solidly prosperous 
landowner and father of a numerous family, enlisted in Chroni- 
cle’s company as a private. Another of the force was Samuel Cald- 
well, eighteen years of age. William Rankin, at seventeen, carried 
a musket under Captain Robert Alexander in the same expedition. 
William McLean, twenty in 1777, had been studying medical 
works at home after two years of instruction at Queen’s Museum 
in Charlotte. He was offered an appointment as surgeon’s mate in 
the Continental Army and went east to serve.” 

The smiles of the pretty girls and the cheers of the crowds 
excited envy in the hearts of those too young to fall into the ranks. 
Thomas Henry’s son, Robert, only twelve in 1777, and his play- 
fellows Hugh Ewing, Andrew Berry, and Matthew Leeper, were 
disconsolate. Would the war last long enough for them to get into 
one thrilling battle, just one? 

It seemed likely to do just that. 

From deep in the South came news, toward the end of 1778, of 
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a British offensive in Georgia. Savannah fell, and the British over- 
whelmed other resistance in Georgia and marched into South 
Carolina. General Benjamin Lincoln, hurrying from New Eng- 
land, mustered a force to oppose the threat. Among the North 
Carolina troops with Lincoln were Surgeon’s Mate William Mc- 
Lean, his brother John, and James Witherspoon, all from homes 
in the South Fork region.** 

The name of General Lincoln echoed loudly west of the Cataw- 
ba, where stay-at-homes applauded the news that the hated name 
of Tryon would pass from their hills and bottom lands. The old 
county vanished, by division into two new ones. At last the settlers 
could point to a definite western boundary. In January of 1779, 
it became law: 


... The County of Tryon shall be divided into two distinct Counties 
by a Line beginning at the South Line, near Broad River, on the 
dividing ridge between Buffalo Creek and Little Broad River, thence 
along said ridge, to the line of Burke, thence along said Line until the 
old Cherokee line, thence due West course unto the top of a dividing 
ridge between the Eastering and Westering Waters, thence along said 
ridge unto the old line claimed by South Carolina... .’ 


West of that line, the land would be called Rutherford County; 
and east of it, between it and the Catawba River, it would be 
called Lincoln. Christian Mauney’s dwelling continued to be used 
as courthouse and jail. And patriots began to exert themselves 
against Tories in Lincoln County. 

There were many such. The vigilant and public-spirited Charles 
McLean, member of the General Assembly and lieutenant-colonel 
of the militia in Lincoln County, wrote to the North Carolina 
government at New Bern on February 6: 


_. . the news that has come to my hand this day is that all Those 
persons that formerly stood out are now embodying Themselves and 
Boast of their great numbers... 


John Moore, the Tory son of patriot Moses Moore, was at the 
head of more than a hundred armed adherents to the Crown, who 
had robbed Timothy Riggs and others. These dissenters from 


OM minllliW? sis 2 seathchae a0 mlootiich, sive nil 
erarroil strowt Us cei abeiii oan! hore aio] pie ei poe 
 tvoF dayot ort) ai 
KIS Oot o seaur lbisol beortas rosie ror jo omen sdT 
onan boaisd sclt secs evroar ory Hebisslaede somodae-yote stadw ad 
blo sdT 2bnef miossod bis eli sind mot wsq bladw aoyrT to 
eioliiez ott tecl 1A goto wae ows onai noteivib yd .borleingy yimuoa 


QVTE Io yraurel, al ne Tea atinilob & of, 19t0q bliss 


‘ rel oetnaad si 


ziinued toniseth ows cont bobbrib od ilk deer is pane eer 

ot go yrvil beotl thom oni.t dsuod oft-an gaincigsd sait ae 

spools svi beord shail bos dos oleigh moswied sghin gaibivih 

oa lina onit bine gate ood od Io anil of} 03 oghix bias gros 

ynibivib s to goi ot eine s¢mu0o mo W sub sonods onil sadorsd, blo 

bisa yrole somtad) eieW goingesW bas grisuend ods aoswied aghix 
.. KOMOTED Mace To onmntety asell bio ox Canter agian 


et brohiediudl belies sd bisow basl od oui! sasis Jo se0W 
od bivow 3i_.xsvi sdyressD adi bas si msawsed Jt lo tesa bas 
bsey od or bsvaitnoo.paillowb 2 yenusM asiseiedD. .aloosit baliss 


paeionea sit) 119x9 ot nsgod soinesq bad Sis) bas sevodmu0> as 


sau silosail ni eivoT senisgs 
zolrestD beabiienaciiens ‘bas tnsligiy sdT owe ynamt stow orod TD 


_ Isnoloorasaatyail bas yidmo2A istensd ali Io 19dmam .nsstoM 
snilows0 dio 9d. a s0rw, eae) pi php th 


wo nie 


sl ie ha ib i ot oe : 
seroensrsencietiok aoa oe snvaiiohes dave | 


cis saorg asd 10) 
Pe wees “as 


r mh Sor ‘se i a 
parbautd 6 Mirai dai 


fears ya: Tela 


28 The County of Gaston 


revolution were said to number three hundred in the region and 
“at the Enroll they would be two thousand Strong.” McLean pro- 
posed to call out the patriot militia and mount it for cavalry serv- 
ice “through God's Assistance to stop their Reviges and Disappoint 
them in strengthening the arms of our Enemy.” 

Under pressure by McLean’s followers, the LaBoones departed 
from their cave, and neighbors began to call LaBoone Mountain 
Pasour Mountain, for a family of more acceptable politics.** Zach- 
ariah Spencer, on his own mountain, was surprised and captured 
by half a dozen young Revolutionists led by that other John 
Moore, son of William Moore. ‘They subjected him to a mock 
trial for Toryism. Frightened, Spencer promised to forsake his 
allegiance to King George and become an active supporter of the 
War for Independence. None of his tormentors had brought along 
-a Bible, and so Spencer was solemnly sworn to his oath on an 
almanac. Outraged but cowed, he kept quiet thereafter in his 
mountainside home. His wife, who rejoiced in the name of Beth- 
lehem, had two brothers in the American forces.22 The Tories 
under Moore were not at once reduced. Evidence of trouble in the 
command of the patriots was hinted in Charles McLean’s resigna- 
tion of his commission. At more than fifty years of age, he volun- 
teered as a private in the war.” 

Another family located near Tuckaseege Ford that was split by 
divergent loyalties was named Mattocks. The Mattockses were big, 
sturdy people, men and women alike. It is told that one day a 
stranger came into their yard and spoke in bullying tones. One of 
the Mattocks girls—Sallie or Barbara—seized him by the seat of 
the trousers and flung him bodily over the fence. John and Charles 
Mattocks were with the American troops, while their brother, 
Ned, had joined the British forces now marching through South 
Carolina. 

General Lincoln, the new county’s namesake, was having trou- 
ble in that part of the world. Part of his troops were put to flight 
at Briar Creek in March, 1779. He himself was defeated at Stone 
Ferry, where Surgeon’s Mate William McLean had men of his 
own community to treat for wounds. Lincoln failed in an assault 
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Our Duty to Defend va 


on Savannah in the fall, and in December was bottled up and 
besieged in Charleston. 

Another expedition formed to march to his relief. Colonel Wil- 
liam Graham, with Frederick Hambright as his lieutenant-colonel 
since Charles McLean’s resignation, led the Lincoln County regi- 
ment with that expedition. Chronicle was of the number, too, as 
were Samuel Caldwell, John Hoffman, and William Rankin.” 

But these troops started too late from North Carolina. Before 
they could approach Charleston, the British had the town sur- 
rounded and cut off by land and sea. The relief expedition 
retired,?® and on May 12, 1780, Lincoln was forced to surrender. 
South Fork men of his command languished in a British prison 
camp, and the victors drove inland and northward. 

Lord Charles Cornwallis was the able and confident commander 


-of the British army, more than 8,000 veteran Redcoats. They 


pointed for the North Carolina border and the town of Charlotte. 
Cornwallis’ avowed intention was to recruit additional forces of 
loyalist citizens and smash rebellion everywhere, reestablishing 
British rule.?’ 

Loudly the Tory folk of Lincoln County applauded this news. 
They mustered, more than a thousand of them, above South Fork. 
John Moore was their chieftain, with the rank of lieutenant-colo- 
nel in the British forces. They camped no more than ten miles 
northeast of Christian Mauney’s home.”® 

A major battle was brewing, right there on South Fork. Con- 


cerned but not dismayed, patriots rallied to take care of their 
end of it. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(February 6, 1779) 


. This day Timothy Riggs upon Oath declared that he, being 
abroad, was told by his Wife when he came home that During 
his absence there was to the number of one Hundred Tories well 
armed at his House, John Moore at the head of them, and Robbed 
him, the said Riggs, of All his horses, Saddle and other things, 
taking two of his horses out of the plough. Likewise the said Riggs 
said upon Oath they Robbed Robert Meman of his saddle and 
gun and other things. Another Deposition given In by Abraham 
Clark upon Oath Saith that Samuel Becker Staff told him, the 
said Clark, that they were then three hundred Strong and wanted 
~ him, the Said Clark, to £0 with them, for at the Enroll they would 
be two thousand strong. John Watterson upon his Oath Corespond 
Exactly with the Above Mentioned. It is not yet known Whether 
they intend to make an attack there or whether they Intend to 
Join the English first, but Boast they will Be masters of the Coun- 
try Soon. I am now with all Posable Deligance Raising my Regi- 
ment, Such as Can Depend upon to Be arrayed as Light Horse to 
Pursue through God’s Assistance to Stop their Reviges and Disa- 
point them in strengthening the arms of our Enemy. . 


—Colonel Charles McLean to the 
North Carolina General Assembly 
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The South Fork Boys 


: IEUTENANT-COLONEL John Moore rode a handsome 

horse, wore a fine red coat trimmed with gold braid, and 
displayed a purse full of British money. That latter exhibit might 
well have been the chief item for admiration among his Tory fol- 
lowers, many of them solid, quiet citizens of German descent who 
had taken up their arms only because they preferred the estab- 
lished rule of the English King to the shimmering unpredictabil- 
ity of what might happen under American independence. Moore's 
adherents, summoned in June to a muster on the pleasant wooded 
banks of Indian Creek below Ramsour’s Mill, heard Moore an- 
nounce that their first duty was to harvest their crops and store 
them as provisions for the approaching army of Cornwallis, who 
would arrive in the fall. Moore brought a few Hessian mercenaries 
to stiffen the ranks of his volunteers.’ 

The patriots, too, were gathering. Major Joseph McDowell of 
Burke County approached Moore’s camp with twenty men but 
retired before a prodding reconnaissance by Moore. On June 14, 
Moore was joined by Major Nicholas Welch of Cornwallis’ army, — 
with many recruits from nearby farms and small settlements. Like 
Moore, Welch wore glittering British regimentals and showed the 
assembled Tories big handfuls of gold guineas. The volunteers 
themselves reported in the rough clothes they wore at their farm 
labors, carrying their own rifles and fowling pieces. Their chief 
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at The County of Gaston 


attempt at a uniform was the wearing of a sprig of pine in the hat. 
By June 20, Moore had gathered nearly 1,300 men, of whom, how- 
ever, hardly a thousand had weapons. On that day, while Moore 
assembled his men at Ramsour’s Mill, patriots were stealing close. 

These patriots represented units organized in Rutherford and 
Burke counties, to which a number of Lincoln County men 
attached themselves. Colonel Francis Locke and Major McDowell 
were the commanders. Samuel Martin, who had served as a private 
with Captain Robert Alexander’s company in the attempt to re- 
lieve Charleston, had returned home only a few days earlier and 
had gathered a small force of neighbors to report to the plantation 
of Captain Joseph Dickson, just west of the Catawba, where volun- 
teers were assembling. With Martin probably went William Ran- 
kin, another veteran of the abortive Charleston campaign. As the 
- Tories wore twigs in their hats, so the patriots wore scraps of white 
paper pinned to theirs. They numbered no more than 400, but on 
June 20 they smartly attacked the superior force of Tories at the 
mill. 

Ramsour’s Mill had been built about 1750, on a point of land 
where Clarke’s Creek flows into a bend of the South Fork. The 
creek was dammed to make a pond and on the land above the pond 
was a Slight ridge. There the Tories formed for defense. 

At fairly close quarters, the two lines fired volleys into each 
other. The white badges of the patriots were good targets, and 
several men fell; but Locke and McDowell heartened their line, 
which sustained a noisy fire and charged to drive the enemy from 
the ridge. Several well-aimed volleys hastened the Tory retreat. 
Riddled and shaken, Moore’s men formed again beyond the pond, 
while the patriots seized the advantageous ground on top of the 
ridge. The charge had caused some of them to scatter, and 
McDowell and Locke could assemble only 110. Colonel James 
Johnston of the Tuckaseege community was sent galloping to 
summon the larger forces of General Griffith Rutherford, some 
seven miles away. 

The Tories massed as for a counterattack, and an officer rode 
forward with a white flag, shouting for a truce that the dead might 
be buried and the wounded cared for. The patriots on the ridge 
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The South Fork Boys 33 


instantly realized that a delay might favor the Tories, who would 
see the small numbers drawn up against them. Two officers rode 
out to meet the flag of truce and boldly demanded that the Tories 
surrender within ten minutes. Fortune favored that fine show of 
confidence. Moore’s undisciplined men had begun to melt away, 
and when the officer with the white flag returned to his lines with 
the surrender demand, all but about fifty of the Tories broke from 
the ranks. As Locke and McDowell led their own men forward, 
these ran, too. When the reenforcements arrived, the fight was over 
and won. 

Some seventy had been killed—in absence of uniform, it was 
hard to decide for which cause they had fought. Fifty Tories were 
made prisoner. Most of the others who had answered Moore’s call 
returned to their homes and tactfully styled themselves Neutral- 
ists. Moore escaped southeastward, joining Cornwallis with a scant 


thirty of his beaten followers. He was wrathfully received, called a 


coward to his face, and threatened with court-martial. In Lincoln 
County, from Granville’s Line to Armer’s Ford, the Tory cause 
seemed fading.” | 

Among those who had fled the battle were a number of Hes- 
sians. ‘I’hese settled quietly west of the Catawba, working on the 
farms of their late adversaries. In time they married and became 
founders of American families.$ 

Still Cornwallis delayed his invasion of North Carolina, hoping 
for a bountiful harvest of grain to ration his regiments. General 
Horatio Gates, hero of Saratoga, replaced the captured Lincoln in 
command of American forces in the South and marched into South 
Carolina to find and fight Cornwallis. On August 16 the two armies 
met at Camden, and Gates’ troops were ignominiously routed. 
Among the killed and captured were many North Carolina 
patriots, and the victors of Ramsour’s Mill were shaken by news 
of the disaster. Three weeks later, on September 8, Cornwallis 
started his march toward Charlotte. 

To protect his left flank, he sent a resolute and capable officer, 
Colonel Patrick Ferguson, westward with 900 hard-bitten Tory 
veterans. Militia from the North Carolina mountains fell back 
before him, and Ferguson chased them into Rutherford County 
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34 The County of Gaston 


beyond Broad River. He sent stern warnings among the settlers 
there that “if they did not desist their opposition to British arms, 
he would march his army over the mountains, hang their leaders, 
and lay their country waste with fire and sword.” Cornwallis occu- 
pied Charlotte on September 26, while Ferguson advanced to a 
little foothills settlement, called Gilbert Town, in Rutherford 
County.* 

Rallying, the North Carolina forces sought to recruit and reor- 
ganize. On September 25, the day before Cornwallis entered Char- 
lotte, bands of frontier militia met on the banks of the Watauga 
River, far to the northwest. Wading through an early fall of snow, 
they crossed the mountains to Probit’s Place on Broad River, and 
there the Lincoln County volunteers joined them. 

Colonel William Graham was in command of some forty men, 
every soldier carrying his own rifle and rations and mounted on his 
own horse. Frederick Hambright was Graham’s second in com- 
mand, and captains included Hambright’s son, John; Joseph Dick- 
son, and Samuel Martin, the latter promoted at Ramsour’s Mill. 
William McLean was there as a military surgeon. As Graham 
reached the rendezvous at Probit’s Place, young Major Chronicle 
also rode in with a score more volunteers gathered up along the 
South Fork.® 

Chronicle’s men included the huge-muscled John Mattocks as 
a captain. John Boyd and William Rabb were lieutenants. Among 
the private soldiers were Chronicle’s half-brother, middle-aged 
James McKee, and Charles Mattocks, brother of the big captain. 
Young John Moore, who had helped swear Zack Spencer out of 
his Toryism, was there. So were the Gilmer brothers, Enoch and 
William. William Twitty, the nineteen-year-old stepson of Colonel 
William Graham, had joined Chronicle. So had Joseph Beatty, 
and so had John Chittim and William Caldwell and Matthew 
Leeper. George Oliver had shouldered his musket. And the teen- 
agers who once had mourned that they could not fight were march- 
ing at last—Andrew Berry, nineteen; Matthew Armstrong and 
Hugh Ewing, both eighteen; and fifteen-year-old Robert Henry, 
youngest of the company but by no means its slenderest hope.® 
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The South Fork Boys 30 


The new comrades they met at Probit’s Place included 240 from 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, under Isaac Shelby; 240 Washington 
County men led by John Sevier; 160 under Charles McDowell 
from Burke and Rutherford; and 350 Wilkes and Surry County 
men under Benjamin Cleaveland and Joseph Wilson. With the 
Lincoln County contingents brought in by Graham, Hambright, 
and Chronicle, these totalled more than a thousand. Colonel Wil- 
liam Campbell also arrived with 400 ragged but seasoned Virgin- 
ians, and there were enough South Carolina and Georgia men to 
bring the whole number to some 1,800. 

Veterans of that campaign would remember that they wore 
hunting shirts of buckskin or rough homespun, with fur caps. Not 
a bayonet was to be found in the whole makeshift army. Each man 
had snatched his rifle from the pegs in his cabin, and had thrust 
his hunting knife or tomahawk into his belt. They drew no pay 
and expected none. Their rations were parched corn and odd bits 
of dried meat. ~—4 692047 

The various officers met in council and chose William Camp- 
bell, whose Virginians were the largest single unit and had come 
the farthest, as their commander. It proved a good choice. Camp- 
bell interviewed spies and friendly hunters, who said that Fergu- 
son was heading for the South Carolina border again. At once 
Campbell ordered pursuit.’ 

Near at hand, Colonel James Johnston had gathered more Lin- 
coln County militia, and at Sloan’s Furnace—Washington Furnace, 
it was called now, evidence of its operator’s patriot politics—was 
loading wagons with cannon balls for the artillery of the Ameri- 
cans. But Campbell did not propose to trundle guns through the 
country, full of hills and creeks and thickets, with its few roads 
and trails muddy from recent chilly downpours. He left his cannon 


_ behind, and ordered Johnston to follow slowly, acting as a reserve.® 


He would take only the mounted men of his force, some 900 in all, — 
to overtake Ferguson and fight him. 

That irregular cavalry would be inferior in numbers to Fergu- 
son, who had gathered recruits in South Carolina and in the south- 
ern part of Lincoln County. Campbell hesitated to let his men 
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know how few they were. As he and Chronicle computed the 
strengths of the various chosen units, Campbell scowled at young 
Robert Henry, who lingered within earshot. Would the lad gossip 
to his friends? 

“He is a son of Old Rough and Tough,” Chronicle assured his 
commander confidently. “His cheek is too well hooped to leak.’’® 
The boy overheard, and thrilled to this praise of his confidence 
and courage. In his heart he determined that he would deserve 
Chronicle's good opinions when the battle began. 

Ferguson sought an advantageous position near the South Car- 
olina line, and found it at King’s Mountain. The southernmost 
height of the assembly of rocks loomed sixty steep feet above the 
surrounding landscape, with heavily thicketed slopes that in places 
were almost precipices. At the top was a skillet-shaped plateau 600 
feet long by 120 feet at the widest and seventy at the narrowest. 
‘Two small streams provided water.’® Between them he camped his 
men, more than 1,000 militia who had been well drilled and stur- 
dily marched, with a corps d’élite of about 100 veteran regulars. 
Ferguson was king of King’s Mountain, as he told his men, adding 
that God Almighty could not drive him from it. With confidence 
he awaited any move the Americans might try. 

He seemed to have every reason for confidence. His men were 
splendidly armed and provisioned and outnumbered Campbell’s 
approaching column by nearly four to three. The autumn weather 
continued cold and mistily rainy, a disadvantage to the side that 
must march and then mount an assault. Ferguson’s officers saw to 
the shelter and rationing of their men, and Ferguson showed those 
who had no bayonets how to whittle down the handles of knives 
so that they could be inserted in the muzzles of rifles for stabbing. 
On October 6, he boasted that “not all the Rebels from hell” 
could dislodge him from King’s Mountain.” 

Chronicle, riding at the head of Campbell’s advance party on 
October 6, shook loose a shrewd and resourceful young hunter, 
Enoch Gilmer, to see if the way was barred by Ferguson’s troops. 
That night, advance elements of the patriots heard Gilmer’s voice 
raised in raucous song: 
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“Barney O’Linn had no britches to wear, 
So he got him a sheepskin to make him a pair, 
‘With the skinny side out and the wooly side in— 
“They are nice, light and thin,’ said Barney O’Linn.”” 


Barney O’Linn—Gilmer’s friends heard the frontier ballad with 
fierce, grinning relief. That was the signal that no enemy troops 
were 1n the vicinity. Campbell marched his men all night, despite 
rain and short rations. Some of the buckskin warriors stopped at a 
cabin door to ask about Ferguson. The Tory householder was 
evasive, but a girl stole close to one of the party. 

“How many are there of you?” she asked stealthily. 

“Enough to whip Ferguson if we can find him,” was the stout 
rejoinder. 

The girl pointed to King’s Mountain, visible in the rainy dawn 
of October 7. “He is on that mountain,” she muttered, and walked 
away.” 

Campbell and Chronicle rode together ahead of the main body. 
‘They saw another cabin among the trees on the trail ahead, and at 
its front gate was tied a horse that Chronicle recognized as belong- 
ing to Enoch Gilmer. At once the two officers planned a prank. 
‘They told several riflemen to dismount and enter the house with 
them. Gilmer sat at a table, with two pretty young women serving 
him with breakfast. 


“You damned rascal, we have you!’ roared out Campbell fero- 
ciously. 

“A true King’s man, by God!” flung back Gilmer, instantly 
adopting the role his commander thrust upon him. 

Campbell flung a noose of rope around Gilmer’s neck, and swore 
to hang him to the front gate. Both women burst into frightened 
tears. Chronicle, the front brim of his cocked hat pulled down to 
protect his face from the rain, entered the comedy. He urged that 
Gilmer be hanged somewhere else, lest his troubled ghost haunt 
his Loyalist friends. Campbell led Gilmer out of sight, abusing 
him furiously. At a safe distance, the rope was taken from Gilmer’s 
neck and he was given his horse. Gilmer reported that he had so 
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well played the role of a Tory seeking service with the British that 
the people of the house had readily told him how to find Ferguson 
on King’s Mountain. The younger and prettier of the girls had 
told of taking chickens to Ferguson’s camp on the ridge between 
two streams where deer hunters had camped the previous fall. Aye, 
and she had given Gilmer a sound kiss as well.* 

Chronicle and Captain Mattocks pricked up their ears at men- 
tion of that hunter’s camp between the creeks. ‘They themselves 
had been there in 1779, and they knew the ground and its ap- 
proaches well. ‘The march continued until early afternoon, when 
the leaders called a halt, almost under the shadow of King’s Moun- 
tain, to plan their attack. 

Campbell kept his men under cover and organized them into 
four columns to ascend the thicketed slopes from all directions. 
He would lead one in person. The others would be led by Sevier, 
Shelby, and Cleaveland. At the northeast point, where the ap- 
proach was steepest and would come out upon the broadest part of 
the plateau above, the Lincoln County men would be in the fore- 
front of the assault. 

That meant Colonel Graham would command and open the 
fight; but, even as the officers conferred, a messenger rode in from 
upper Lincoln County. Mrs. Graham, then far advanced in preg- 
nancy, was ill of a “colic” and might be dying. Graham asked per- 
mission to go to her. Campbell showed soldierly impatience at the 
request. i 

Graham was no coward, as he had shown. in previous fights, but 
he was plainly unnerved. “My poor wife, my poor wife,” he stam- 
mered wretchedly. ‘‘Shall I see her no more?” 

He did not sound as if he would fight with a whole heart. Camp- 
bell turned to Chronicle. “Shall Colonel Graham have leave?” he 
demanded. 

Chronicle, with his sweetheart’s ring upon his finger, sympa- 
thized with Graham’s worried concern. “Since 1t is woman’s busi- 
ness, let him go,” he advised. Graham rode away, and Campbell 
addressed Chronicle again. 

“You must take Graham’s place,” he announced. 
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The young major glanced at Hambright, his superior in rank 
and more than twice his age. With fine generosity, Hambright 
approved Campbell’s choice; after all, Chronicle had hunted on 
King’s Mountain and was completely familiar with the ground on 
which the battle would be fought. 

Chronicle showed no more hesitation. Mounting, he faced the 
troops, who were stripping away the rags they had tied over the 
locks of their rifles to shed the rain. His South Fork company was 
close at hand, and upon the stout hearts of those friends and neigh- 
bors he was willing to stake his fortunes of war. 

“Come on, my South Fork boys!” he cried. 

‘They followed him to the very base of the mountain. There 
they dismounted, and each man put several bullets in his mouth 
for quick loading. Sword in hand, Chronicle urged his horse up a 
trail through the trees on the steep slope. After him climbed the 
South Fork boys. Enoch Gilmer, the comedy of spying past, called 
to three of the youngest boys, Hugh Ewing, Andrew Berry, and 
Robert Henry, to follow him closely. Elsewhere the other columns 
scrambled. They were spied by Tories above, and the South Fork 
boys heard the spatter of shots. 

Chronicle came to the top of the slope and saw the ridge that 


crowned the plateau. Enemy swarmed upon it. ‘he major shoved 
up the front brim of his wet hat. 


“Face to the hill!” he shouted. | 

As he spoke, a volley blazed from the Tories on the ridge. Chron- 
icle pitched out of his saddle, shot through the heart. Down went 
Lieutenant William Rabb at his very side. 

But nobody had time to be daunted. Captain Joseph Dickson 
sprang forward and yelled for the men to advance. With a cheer 
they followed him. Another volley from the ridge. Captain Mat- 
tocks and John Boyd fell dying, while William Gilmer and John 
Chittim were wounded. Fiercely the Tories counter-charged, their 
fixed bayonets gleaming. 

The South Fork riflemen were equal to that critical moment. 
They fired into the oncoming enemy and then fell slowly back, 
barely clear of the threatening bayonets, while they reloaded. 


ee meme 29 are eatery “ore 


od tov0. bois bardyods egenodt. yawn geiqatne 
asi yaagmoo AteF divo®.eiH nis ait boda of eoftts sind? 20-adgol 
algisa bos ebnsint sso) Io astanel ssro32 orl ogy has band ts ae0ls 
asa to gusto eict sadste od gailitw zew od 2 
| henge “teyod AvoF sdiwot ym ao b, 
svat cisinurom sd? %o sted yrov odd. o2 pin howollot yodT. 


“paenn eit ai anllud Igrewee oq osm dose-bas Aoiavomeib yor 


s-qu sexod eid bogie afoinwed> based ai brow? gnibsol aAbigp tot 
oiit hodenils atid roatA,.anpole quose ott a9 259% ola gues List 
bslles danqy gaiyqaio ybamos scl wom doond vod droLadigoe 


‘bos yred wohnk gaiwd dgvH eyed Reguscy ont to. sotilt, 01 


 peuimufoo vedio oil stodweelll isco! aniwolfo} o1 yaa sadoA 


di0F rit02 ods bas svods eiroT qd beiqa s1ow -yodT .bsldagsre 
ae iosle Io ro18q2 ond bisod eyod 


16h aghit ods vise bad sqolz of Jo got sls o outa sisimert) 


Asvode rojam od Ta onan bonriewe ysroadl .vsoislg ons basyoro 


Jas tow eid lo mind snot ada qu 
| .boowods orl “1/Hd od3.03 
«101d sgbin oil ao miro 9d) cant hasald yallov's ofoqeadeA. 
snow nwo arsed ods slguorals sone oles ait 30 suo hodanig 91% 
_ ebie yrov aidas dds AL msilliW Jonqomnit 


‘qulatsith Atel, ui enna t Se Sis bed EIN 


aioe Seguros en a aor Baba 9 
oma i in ines 
anni’ yous fied, 


- 
i 


216MM gisiqsD -sgbir orl axott yollow todsonA, anid 


tao 8 iW. pire eae iow eat 1 ot 
aslol bin roaiD msilliW slidw .gaiyb fet byod ar tbe, eda 


Joad ylwole lis) mods bas 


40 The County of Gaston 


Young Robert Henry knelt behind a log, ramming down a charge 
and cocking his gun, just as a rushing Tory thrust at him with a 
bayonet. The steel pierced the boy’s left hand and spiked it to his 
thigh, but Henry’s right forefinger pressed the trigger. The Tory 
whieled back and down, shot through the belly. All around Henry 
roared South Fork rifles—Henry felt that every bullet struck its 
target at that point-blank range—and the South Fork line, sup- 
ported by the rest of the Lincoln County force, came back uphill 
with a rush, driving the Tories pell-mell. 

William @alewvel) stopped beside the wounded Henry. He 
tugged the bayonet out of Henry’s thigh, and then freed the skew- 
ered hand by kicking it loose from the steel. 

On charged the others. Frederick Hambright, a shining target 
on horseback, was shot through the leg but kept his saddle and 
' directed the fire of his men.” 

Elsewhere, the other columns had struck Ferguson’s lines and 
had withered them with unerring rifle fire. Desperate but gallant, 
Ferguson rode here and there to encourage his faltering command. 
He was easily identified by his checked battle shirt and the shrill 
notes of his silver whistle by which he gave orders and warnings. 
A subordinate begged him to surrender, but Ferguson refused with 
an oath. Several bullets struck him and he fell, dying almost in- 
stantly. ‘che survivors of his force threw down their arms and 
begged for mercy. 

The whole battle had lasted perhaps an hour. Of Ferguson’s 
men 119 were killed, 123 wounded, and 664 taken prisoner. A few 
had escaped before the battle began—none got away once the issue 
was joined. The patriots had lost twenty-eight killed and Sixty- 
two wounded. 

The twenty South Fork volunteers, who had opened the fight 
and wrought so well, had lost perhaps as heavily as any unit on 
either side. More than a third of their number had fallen. Major 
Chronicle, Captain Mattocks, and two others had been killed, and 
the wounded were John Chittim, Enoch Gilmer, and Robert 
Henry. In Samuel Martin’s company, six were down. Surgeon 
William McLean attended to the wounds of his neighbors. Moses 
Henry was dying, and his brother Joseph was wounded.!® Robert 
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Henry, badly gashed in hand and leg, would not leave the field 
until he had hobbled to where Ferguson lay dead. Then he was 
borne to his South Fork home by his friends Hugh Ewing and 
Andrew Berry, and Mrs. Henry dressed his wounds with a frontier 
poultice of wet ashes. 

As Ewing and Berry stood at the bedside of their wounded 
friend, several Tory neighbors—‘‘Neutralists,” they insisted on call- 
ing themselves in that era of melancholy reverses—appeared to ask 
the exultant Ewing and Berry to tell how Ferguson had been oblit- 
erated. One of them then hurried off to swim his horse across the 
Catawba and bring the news to Cornwallis.2° 

Prisoners taken on King’s Mountain came in for rough treat- 
ment. Several native Tory leaders among them were hanged with- 
out formal trial, but others managed to return home and, even- 
tually, to become good citizens of the freed United States. Among 
these was Ned Mattocks, wounded as he fought among Ferguson’s 
men. His patriot brother John had died there by the side of 
Chronicle on King’s Mountain, and who could be sure it was not 
Ned’s bullet that had killed him? But Charles Mattocks brought 
Ned home to the South Fork, where he recovered from his wound 
and announced that he was a Tory no more.2! 

The King’s Mountain victory was noised throughout the land, 
north and south. George Washington himself called the perform- 
ance of the frontier militia ‘a proof of the spirit and resources of 
the country,” and Thomas Jefferson was to say: “It was the joyful 
annunciation of that turn of the tide of success which terminated 
the Revolutionary War with the seal of our independence.”’ On 
the British side, Sir Henry Clinton called King’s Mountain “a 
fatal catastrophe.’ At Charlotte, Cornwallis mourned the loss of 

Ferguson and his considerable force.2 

Along the South Fork flourished a sense that the war had been 
won indeed. The other fighting seemed far away, though at the 
Cowpens, below the South Carolina line, Daniel Morgan’s patriot 
militia administered a sound beating to Cornwallis’ cavalry chief 
Banastre Tarleton on January 17, 1781; and Samuel Caldwell, 
Peter Eddleman, and Matthew Armstrong took part in the tri- 
umph. Young Robert Henry was proud of his wounds and his 
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adventures, but he took time to remember that he was, after all, 
still a boy in years. Late in January, just before his sixteenth birth- 
day, he and other lads of the neighborhood gathered at a cabin 
near the ‘T’uckaseege Ford, where lame Robert Beatty was teaching 
school. Reading, writing, the Rule of Three...then the drums 
began to beat again, close at hand. 

Cornwallis had crossed the Catawba, looking for the little pa- 
triot army under Nathaniel Greene. News came to Beatty’s school- 
house that the British had reached Mauney’s house where the 
court records were kept, and that a force of dragoons was camped 
only twenty miles away, intent on capturing boys to force into 
service as musicians for the Redcoat army. At once Beatty dis- 
missed his scholars, loaded his rifle, and limped off to the muster 
of defenders. 

Robert Henry hurried home, but he could not stay. Hadn’t he 
killed his man at King’s Mountain and helped win the victory 
there? He borrowed his brother Joseph’s gun and went with his 
schoolfellow, Charles Rutledge, up the Catawba to Cowan’s Ford 
where some militia had made a camp. 

They were but thirty in number. Beatty, the schoolmaster, was 
among them. A larger force, under General William Davidson, lay 
three-quarters of a mile east of the ford on the Mecklenburg 
County side. Lieutenant-Colonel John Armstrong of Armstrong’s 
Ford had brought troops also. But these forces were not together 
when, on February 1, Cornwallis approached. 

The little party of Lincoln County volunteers took its stand 
among trees on the east side of the ford and waited through the 
night and into the early dawn. Then Cornwallis’ advance drew 
near and was met by yells and a volley. 

Badly outnumbered, the defenders did their best. Beatty shot 
down a Britisher. Staunchly, Robert Henry fired from behind a 
tree, and heard the answering thud of British bullets against the 
protecting wood. 

“Tt’s time to run, Bob!”’ called Beatty, and fell mortally wound- 
ed. Ihe oncoming British were too much for the men at the ford, 
for they included a body of dragoons, with cannon being rolled 
up. Retreating, Henry was sure he had killed an enemy in the 
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waters of Cowan’s Ford. That meant at least two Tories that had 
fallen to his rifle before he had seen his sixteenth birthday. The 
defenders scattered and Henry slipped away home, while Corn- 
wallis crossed and pursued Greene’s smaller command away to the 
north and east.” 

This time the war departed from the region for good. Shrewdly 
Greene retired and retired before Cornwallis’ advance, through 
North Carolina and into Virginia. Washington was ready to join 
Greene and threaten Cornwallis in turn. Eventually the British 
general reached Yorktown on the Virginia Peninsula. There, on 
October 19, he surrendered to Washington; and among the Amer- 
ican troops standing at attention to receive the surrender was Peter 
Eddleman, nineteen years old—of German descent, Pennsylvania 
born, bred in the South Fork region; a veteran while yet a boy, 


and ready and happy to come home at last to enjoy the peace and 


victory he and his neighbors had fought so hard to win.”* 
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THEN AND THERE 
(October 7, 1780) 


-.. Enoch Gilmer called on Hugh Ewing, Adam Barry, and 
myself to follow him close to the foot of the hill. We marched with 
a quick step, letting Major Chronicle advance about ten steps be- 
fore us, but further from the hill than we were, until we met the - 
wing from the other side of the hill, then Chronicle having a mili- 
tary hat, but had let it down to shelter the rain from him, and had 
it not set up, clapped his hand to it in front, and raised it up, and 
cried ‘Face to the hill.” The words were scarcely uttered, when a 
ball struck him and he dropped; and in a second after a ball struck 
Wm. Rabb, about six feet from Chronicle, and he dropped. We 
then advanced up the hill close to the Tory lines: There was a log 
across a hollow that I took my stand by; and stepping one step 
back, I was safe from the British fire. I there remained firing until 
the British charged bayonets. When they made the charge, they 
first fired their guns, at which fire it is supposed they killed Capt. 
Mattocks, and J. Boyd, wounded Wm. Gilmer and John Chittim. 
The Fork boys fired and did considerable execution. I was prepar- 
ing to fire when one of the British advancing, I stepped [back] and 
was in the act of cocking my gun when his bayonet was running 
along the barrel of my gun, and gave mea thrust through my hand 
and into my thigh; my antagonist and myself both fell. The Fork 
boys retreated and loaded their guns. I was then lying under the 
smoke, and it appeared that some of them were not more than a 
gun’s length in front of the bayonets, and the farthest could not 
have been more than twenty feet in front [of the British] when 
they discharged their rifles. It is said that every one dropped his 
man. ‘The British then retreated in great haste and were pursued 
by the Fork boys... .. 


—Robert Henry, Account of the 
Battle of King’s Mountain 
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Public and 
Personal Matters 


HE FORMAL end of the Revolution did not come until the 

fall of 1783. Then King George recognized the independence 
of the American colonies that had made themselves into states. 
But two years earlier, after Yorktown, the sturdy settlers west of 
the Catawba had felt independent without any acquiescence on the 
part of a troubled crowned head far across the sea. They had 
fought hard and successfully, and they could take stock of their 
new freedom and their new county of Lincoln. 

The frontier phase of their life had almost entirely departed. 
Perhaps its last true and vigorous evidence had been presented at 
King’s Mountain, where wiry, buckskin-clad hunters and woods 
runners, steady of nerve and hand, shrewd on the trail and peerless 
with their long rifles, had virtually obliterated a superior force of 
Tory troops in a commanding position. The first settlers had built 
their own homes, killed their own meat, lived or died by their own 
wilderness medicines, upheld their own concepts of right, and pun- 
ished their own concepts of wrong. But now civilization had come 
west of the Catawba, to stay and flourish there. 

In 1779 Colonel William Graham had been elected the first 
state senator from Lincoln County, but he had been busier at 
fighting than at law-making.! In 1781 he was succeeded by that 
other militia colonel, thirty-nine-year-old James Johnston, who 
lived on the west bank of the Catawba above Dutchman’s Creek 
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and who was a ruling elder of the nearby Unity Presbyterian 
Church.2 Two other veteran natural] leaders, Robert Alexan- 
der and John Sloan, sat in North Carolina’s House of Commons. 
‘Two of the three principal county officials—Sheriff Thomas White 
and Clerk of County Court David Dickey—lived in the upper part 
of Lincoln County;* but Register of Deeds John Wilson had lived 
since 1764 on the south branch of Crowder’s Creek, down toward 
the South Carolina border. Bethel Church was founded there, and 
a sizable community grew, with John Wilson its chief citizen. 
Apparently Wilson agreed with his colleagues from the upper 
county in choosing a new county seat some fifteen miles above the 
old court site at the Mauney house. The new town would be called 
Lincolnton. , 

In May of 1782, the state Legislature appointed a commission 
' which included John Dickson, Frederick Hambright, Nicholas 
Friday, Henry Thompson, James Lytle, John Wilson, and John 
Caruth to approve a location for a courthouse, jail, and stocks.® 
The following year, a special tax was levied in Lincoln County to 
meet the expenses of erecting these public buildings,’ and in 1785 
the town site was chosen.® By chance, or possibly by happy thought, 
it was close to the battlefield of Ramsour’s Mill above the South 
Fork. The land on which Lincolnton would be built was un- 
claimed by a private citizen, part of three hundred acres lying 
between the estates of Philip Cansler and Christian Reinhardt, 
and the commissioners enthusiastically described it as “a healthy 
pleasant situation, well watered. ...” Streets were laid out around 
a central courthouse square, with one hundred half-acre lots meas- 
ured and offered for sale. ) 

Thus the region had a true town at last. The center of county 
population and importance began to move thither. Other changes 
came along the South Fork, west of Tuckaseege Ford and around 
Crowder’s and King’s mountains. 

Frederick Hambright, fighter against Indians and Tories for 
thirty years, was now past sixty and had resigned as justice of the 
peace and lieutenant-colonel of the Lincoln County militia! Wil- 
liam McLean, late surgeon’s mate of the Continental Army, had 
gone to Philadelphia to complete his study of medicine.’ The 
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young veteran Robert Henry was studying also, to become a sur- 
veyor. Zack Spencer, the old quarrel with his neighbors settled, 
bought more Jand west of the South Fork, in the same year that 
Lincolnton was established." 

And to High Shoals had come John Fulenwider, a native of 
Switzerland who had fought in the Rowan County militia at Ram- 
sour’s Mill and King’s Mountain and who now returned to build 
and operate an iron foundry. 

He called it the High Shoals Iron Works. Probably it was the 
largest enterprise of its sort in all that part of the state. The rush- 
ing current of the South Fork was used to operate the bellows and 
the trip hammer that beat and worked the ore. Fulenwider burned 
charcoal for fuel to heat his furnaces, and from the melted ore 
manufactured pig iron. On his large tract of land he also found 
gold. 

Gold—it seized the imaginations and whetted the appetites of 
his neighbors, who were melancholy over the nearly worthless 
State currency. Paper money had depreciated by the war’s end to 
but one eight-hundredth of its face value. Until the middle 1780's, 
taxes were paid in produce—meat, grain, meal, molasses, brandy, 
whiskey and, from foundries like that of John Fulenwider, pig 
iron. But gold, if found, could be minted into coins like those 
gleaming guineas with which Tory officers had tried to dazzle 
Lincoln County a few years earlier. There was a considerable effort 
to discover and mine deposits of gold. 

But the wilderness was not quite vanquished. Bounties were 
offered to the killers of wild beasts, twenty shillings for a wolf and 
three shillings for a wildcat. 

In 1786, the veterans of King’s Mountain were praised in a reso- 
lution by the General Assembly, which listed seven officers who 
would each receive “an elegant mounted sword” from the state in 
recognition of service. One of the seven was Frederick Ham- 
bright.?* By that time, Robert Alexander became state senator to 

succeed James Johnston, who was promoted to colonel of the Lin- 
coln County militia, vice William Graham, retired. The Lincoln 
County commoners in the Legislature were John Sloan and Daniel 
McKissick, the latter from the northern half of the county. The 
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sheriff was Joseph Henry, no relation to the South Fork families 
of that name. Joseph Dickson served as clerk of the court, and John 
Wilson remained as register of deeds.17 

In 1788, happiness came at last to a romantically disconsolate 
lady, Robert Alexander’s daughter, Margaret. Eight years earlier, 
brave young William Chronicle had fallen on King’s Mountain at 
the head of the South Fork boys, with Miss Margaret’s ring upon 
his finger. She had mourned him those eight years, but at last she 
married Judge Samuel Lowry.!8 

As the decade approached its end, other iron forges were estab- 
lished in upper Lincoln County. Peter and Abram Forney and 
other partners set up a foundry at Big Ore Bank in 1789, and the 
following year Turner Abernathy built Mount Carmel Forge on 
Mountain Creek. Spiritual progress was made at about the same 
time, in the organization of Rehoboth Methodist Church east of 
Lincolnton and Ebenezer Methodist Church in the Point region, 
first churches of their denomination to be built west of the 
Catawba.’® 

In 1790, the first United States census was taken. 

Lincoln County was divided into twelve areas, each ascribed 
to a separate militia company. The county’s population totaled 
9,234, of which 935 were Negro slaves. The greatest slaveholder 
was Arthur Graham, who had been a justice of the peace under 
King George’s commission but who had worked hard to raise 
troops to fight for independence. He owned twenty-two Negroes. 
The next largest number of slaves, eighteen, belonged to David 
Abernathy, Sr. John Nelson, late major of patriot militia, owned 
sixteen. Robert Alexander, retiring from the state senate, had four- 
teen, and an equal number belonged to Joseph Dickson, who 
succeeded him. 

No single Indian was listed by the census for Lincoln County, 
though several lived as good civilized neighbors to the white land- 
owners and others may still have hunted and fished in outlying 
thickets.”° 

‘The commoners who went to the Legislature with Senator Dick- 
son were William McLean of the South Fork McLeans, now a 
doctor, a member of the Society of the Cincinnati, and an earnest 
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suitor of Miss Mary Davidson of Mecklenburg County; and an 
equally interesting veteran, John Moore, who once had tried Zack 
Spencer for ‘Toryism in what amounted to a kangaroo court.”! 
Dickson had been succeeded as clerk of the court by his kinsman, 
John Dickson. William Rankin of Dutchman’s Creek, who in 
1789 had married John Moore’s sister Mary and had built himself 
a fine house on 300 acres deeded to him by his pioneer father, Sam- 
uel, was sheriff. John Wilson remained as register.” 

The South Fork boys who had gone to King’s Mountain as to a 
feast were growing up and becoming solid, mature citizens. There 
were a number of marriages in the houses along the creeks and on 
high places among fields and woods. Dr. McLean married his lady 
Mary in 1792. Another doctor of South Fork stock, J. CG. Rudisill, 
married Robert Alexander’s daughter Amanda and moved to Lin- 
colnton. Matthew Armstrong, whose hat had been pierced with 
a musket ball at King’s Mountain, went sauntering into Mecklen- 
burg County and there wooed and won Mrs. Margaret Shipley 
Sloan, the pretty widow of Robert Sloan, who fell at Ramsour’s 
Mill. The bride of Samuel Caldwell was Elizabeth Gullick, of a 
neighboring pioneer family, while Elizabeth’s brother Jonathan 
married Margaret Baldriech Henry, widow of Moses Henry, who 
had been fatally wounded at King’s Mountain.23 And John Moore, 
now a militia general as well as an assemblyman, ended a long 
bachelorhood by marrying Betsy Annie Adair.” 

In 1794, the United States postal system was established through- 
out North Carolina, and on January 1, 1795, Joseph Morris was 
appointed the first postmaster at Lincolnton.?5 

It may have been about this time that a noisily happy New 
Year’s custom began in the neighborhood of Cherryville. Old men 
and young turned out on January 1, armed with muskets and pis- 


tols, to travel in a group from house to house. They recited a 
rhymed address: 


“Good morning to you, Sir, 
We wish you a happy New Year, 
Great health, long life, which God may bestow, 
So long as you stay here below... .” 
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with more of the same, steadfast in good will if somewhat limp- 
ing in rhyme and rhythm. Meanwhile, the weapons were lifted, 
the hammers drawn back: 


“,..And if it be your desire 
Our guns and pistols they shall fire... 
For the old year’s gone and the New Year’s come 
And for good luck we'll fire our guns.” 


An earth-rocking volley rang out, and the New Year’s Shooters 
hurried off to greet another neighbor with verse and gunfire.® 

Such rowdily joyous customs may have impelled Bishop Francis 
Asbury of the Methodist Church to note sadly in his diary, while 
visiting the region that March, his feeling that the country “‘im- 
proves in cultivation, wickedness, mills and stills... .’ He thought 
that along South Fork and to left and right of that stream there 
was considerable drunkenness, and he hoped that Methodist 
preachers gave example of sobriety.?? 

Later in 1795, Robert Henry, thirty years old and a qualified 
surveyor, laid out the legal borders of the lands west of Tuckaseege 
Ford left by Pioneer James Leeper to his son Matthew, who had 
been Henry’s old comrade in battle. Matthew Leeper deeded 300 
acres of this inheritance to his brother James, Jr., for considera- 
tions of “natural love and affection.” Matthew’s home was a house 
of logs, and near it the Leepers worked the land for gold and 
reported that they found it.** Others of the region were building 
finer homes. Joseph Dickson’s brick house had been finished in 
1792, north of Leeper’s holdings, on what is now North Carolina 
Highway 27 near Mt. Holly. When Dickson became a militia gen- 
eral in 1796, he set apart a drill ground on his own property. On 
quarter days he mustered the gentlemen volunteers of the county 
there to practice the marchings and facings, the porting and shoul- 
dering of the firelock. “Dickson Old Field,” that drill ground was 
known as, for generations afterward. Dickson was also a trustee of 
the newly founded University of North Carolina, and sent his 
son riding the long road to Chapel Hill to be among the first stu- 
dents to enter.?® Another honor awaited Dickson in 1797, when he 
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was sent to Congress. His defeated opponent was James Holland 
of Rutherford County.” 

It may have been the settled spirit of peace and civilization that 
impelled some to leave their homes for other opportunities. Rob- 
ert Henry left the South Fork farm for which he had fought, shed 
blood, and killed Tories, and emigrated to the wild mountain 
regions of Buncombe County. In 1799, as his neighbors were to 
hear, he acted as surveyor for the party led by General Charles 
McDowell and Colonel David Vance, also King’s Mountain vet- 
erans, to establish the boundary line between North Carolina 
and ‘Tennessee.*! 

At about the same time, James Henderson died at his home on 
the bluff above the beautiful shoals of the South Fork that bore 
his name. His sons moved to the northern part of Lincoln County, 
and the property passed to John Springs, who deeded it to his son, 
Adam Alexander Springs. Young Adam had graduated with honor 
in the first class to complete the course of study at the University 
of North Carolina. He tended the grave of James Henderson 
affectionately, and revelled in the beauty of his new home, which 
he called Springs Shoals.*? John Wilson, the register, had also died 
in 1799, and his son William assumed his office. 

Another newcomer to the region was the Reverend Humphrey 
Hunter, a war veteran and a fine scholar, who had come in 1795 
to be pastor of Goshen Church. The call that brought him to live 
west of the Catawba near the Tuckaseege neighborhood was 
signed by Robert Johnson, Robert Johnson, Jr., Andrew Johnson, 
Joseph Dickson, William Rankin, Henry Davis, John McCaul, 
Robert Alexander, James Martin, James Rutledge, James Gulick, 
Benjamin Smith, James Dickson, William Moore, Jonathan 
Graves, David Baxter, John Moore, Samuel Caldwell, and Robert 
Curry. Pastor Hunter also preached at Unity Church, and he and 
his children would be great in the land. | 

The census of 1800 revealed that the population of Lincoln 
County had increased to 12,468, including 1,479 slaves.*4 But 
there was an increasing shift in the center of settlement in the 
county; Lincointon was a growing town and prospered increas- 
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ingly as a center of commerce. The northeastern part of Lincoln 
also boasted a resort of fashion at Catawba Springs, which flour- 
ished as early as 1796. Captain John Reid was the proprietor, and 
miracles were claimed for the healing qualities of the mineral 
waters.*° 

Meanwhile, numerous representatives of important families 
were moving from the lands below Lincolnton. In 1803, Joseph 
Dickson departed from the scenes of his triumphs in peace and 
war to Burke County and later to Tennessee, where again he be- 
came noted as a political leader.*® George Rutledge also emigrated 
to Tennessee, and James Glenn moved to South Carolina. And 
there were losses by death, notably Colonel James Johnston, who 
died on his plantation in 1805.37 

Quarrels still arose concerning the exact course of the state line 
between North and South Carolina, and in 1806 General John 
Moore was one of a commission appointed to draw the line in a 
manner agreeable to the claims of both states. This was a task call- 
ing for tact and assurance, but it was not Moore’s chief problem 
that year. As speaker of the North Carolina House of Commons, 
he had publicly accused a group of alleged counterfeiters and 
served as prosecutor. Fiercely and melodramatically, the defend- 
ants brought counter-charges that Moore was a counterfeiter him- 
self. After a trial signalized by quarrelsome debate, he was com- 
pletely vindicated. His later career found him influential in 
politics and society.*® 

The year 1810 brought another census report, which showed 
that Lincoln County’s population had increased to 16,359. Of the 
newcomers, two who were to become important to Gaston’s future 
arrived that very year from Virginia. They were brothers named 
Jacob and Abraham Stowe. Where Negro slaves had made up 
barely a tenth of the total population in 1790 and less than a ninth 
in 1800, they now numbered 2,489, or nearly a sixth.*® This differ- 
ence in proportion was a result of the invention and prompt ac- 
ceptance of Eli Whitney’s cotton gin. Cotton, which earlier had 
been a minor enterprise along the Catawba, became a staple crop; 
and Negroes were imported from South Carolina to cultivate and 
pick it. 
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Cotton and grain, pig iron and timber, were shipped in flatboats 
down the Catawba to markets in the south, or went by wagonloads 
along the broad-rutted turnpikes, sometimes all the way to Charles- 
ton. The lands to either side of the South Fork, in the Point and 
beside the ‘Tuckaseege Ford, the lands around Crowder’s and 
Spencer’s mountains and around Pasour’s and above King’s, the 
lands flowed through by the creeks and crowned by the bluffs, sup- 
ported a busy and prosperous generation. Peace and independence 
had been worth fighting for, back there in 1780. And now—— 

And now came another war, again with the British as adver- 
saries. ‘Che coasts of America were invaded, and once more Ameri- 
can soldiers were fighting and dying. The iron foundries began 
Peegnedion on a war basis, manufacturing cannon and shot for 
America’s armies.*” From Lincoln County went six companies of 
militia, more than 500 fighting men in all. On the rolls of those 
companies were written names familiar from the very beginnings 
of the settlements—Armstrong, Best, Costner, Dickson, Eddleman, 
Henry, Lineberger, Rhyne, Rudisill, and many others. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(March 30, 1795) 


I rode forty miles to M-----s; my body is weak, and so is my faith 
for this part of the vineyard. God is my portion, saith my soul. This 
country improves in cultivation, wickedness, mills and stills; a 
prophet of strong drink would be acceptable to many of these peo- - 
ple. I believe that the Methodist preachers keep clear, both by 
precept and example; would to God the members did, too! 


—Bishop Francis Asbury, JOURNAL 
(entry made in South Fork country) 
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“y YHE WAR OF 1812 was fought far from the Catawba River 
x. and its South Fork, at places called Plattsburg, Lake Erie, 
Lundy’s Lane, and, eventually, New Orleans. Undoubtedly the 
folk of Lincoln County were aghast to hear that British soldiers 
had captured Washington and set fire to public buildings in the 
Capital, because Peter Forney, veteran of the Revolution and a 
native of the county, was there as a Congressman. But Lincoln 
County could be proud and happy because of other matters, closer 
to home and not connected with war. 

On December 10, 1813, Pleasant Retreat Academy was char- 
tered, and building began on a four-acre tract on the northern 
edge of Lincolnton. Trustees included Humphrey Hunter, John 
Fulenwider, Peter Hoyle, Dr. William McLean, and a number of 
others — preachers, professional men, business leaders, and 
planters.’ While the war with Great Britain continued, Dr. 
McLean headed a project to clear the battlefield on top of King’s 
Mountain, see to the burial of crumbling bones, and erect markers. 

On July 4, 1814, even as the British prepared to strike into the 
American South, throngs gathered on the summit of King’s Moun- 
tain to celebrate Independence Day and to remember the exploits 


of the South Fork boys and their comrades thirty-four years 
earlier. 
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Dr. McLean, then campaigning for the office of state senator 
from Lincoln County, was the orator of the day. His address was 
long remembered as movingly eloquent. He began by reminding 
his hearers of their neighbors and kinsmen who had died in the 
fierce, triumphant fight against Ferguson, and went on: 

“This tribute of respect, my brethren, has through negligence 
by us, their survivors, long been withholden. Their companions 
in arms are fading away and ere long will be removed from the 
stage of action.... Our venerable fathers whose wisdom and valor 
led to and obtained the proud victory on this mountain are chiefly 
gone to the place appointed for all living, and we shall see their 
faces no more.” 

He sketched the history of America’s settlement and the out- 
break of the Revolutionary War, quoting from the Declaration of 


Independence. Many of his hearers had never heard that docu- 


ment explained before. And he rose to a climax of oratory: 

“Behold the people now, inspired in almost miraculous manner 
with one spirit—the public good, the freedom of their country 
their only object! Justice marching before them, bravery perched 
upon their standards, heroism swelling their bosoms, and liberty 
following after!” 

More lasting than Dr. McLean’s eloquence, however, was the 
monument of slate rock erected at his own expense on King’s 
Mountain. One side of the slab remembered his old friends and 
war comrades: Sacred to the Memory of Major William Chronicle, 
Capt. John Mattocks, William Rabb and John Boyd, who were 
killed here on the 7th of October, 1780, fighting in Defense of 
America. And on the opposite side was chiselled another tribute: 
Colonel Ferguson, an officer belonging to his Britannic Majesty, 
was here defeated and killed” 

At least seven of Chronicle’s South Fork boys still lived in the 
region, and undoubtedly they attended the celebration. They 
were Matthew Armstrong, Samuel Caldwell, John Chittim, Wil- 
liam Gilmer, Hugh Ewing, Andrew Berry, and George Oliver.’ 
Some of them had boys of their own. Very probably Samuel Cald- 
well brought his young son Greene Washington Caldwell, eight 
years old that July and named for two Revolutionary heroes.* 
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Young Greene Caldwell would live to know his own battles and 
win his own honors. 

The War of 1812 came to its end and important peacetime 
activities succeeded military preoccupations. In 1816, Michael 
Schenck and Absalom Warlick began the building of a cotton fac- 
tory, first to be operated south of the Potomac. Set up at McDaniel 
Spring above the South Fork, a mile and a half east of Lincolnton, 
it included ‘“‘a spinning machine with 154 fliers, with 3 sets of 
flooted [ste] rollers, the back set to be of wood, the other two sets 
to be iron. ...”” Some of the machinery came from New England; 
but Warlick, a skillful ironworker, hammered out many of the 
fittings on his own anvil. Expenses of the enterprise came to 
$1,300, and it was immediately profitable. In 1819 Schenck joined 
with other partners to build a second and larger factory, the Lin- 
coln County Mill two miles south of town, with 3,000 spindles.* 

The example was not lost on Abraham and Jacob Stowe, the 
two brothers from Virginia who had settled near the South Fork 
in 1810. Jacob Stowe’s son, Larkin, was thirty-two years old by 
1820, newly married to Susan Spratt Neal and eager to be at the 
front politically and financially in his new home. Another ob- 
server of progress was an industrious young Irish immigrant, James 
Hullhouse White, who had arrived in 1818, at the age of sixteen, 
to become a farmer in the lower county.’ 

In 1821, the Lincolnton Female Academy was chartered, and in 
1823 the Catawba School was built near Tuckaseege Ford, where 
more than forty years earlier the lame schoolmaster Robert Beatty 
dismissed classes and limped at the head of a knot of the biggest 


boys to dispute the passage of Cornwallis across the Catawba. In 


1826 M. O'Reilly opened yet another academy, a mile and a half 
west of Beatty’s Ford.® 

These schools were evidence of the concentration of population, 
business enterprise, and cultural activity in the northern part of 
Lincoln County. Peter Forney, after retiring from Congress, was 
State senator. He was succeeded in the senate by another North 
Lincoln leader, Michael Reinhardt. Lincoln County’s members 
in the House of Commons were Daniel Conrad and Alex J. M. 
Brevard.® These were also North Lincoln men, as were Sheriff 
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Jacob Cansler and Clerk of the Court Vardry McBee;'° but Wil- 
liam J. Wilson continued triumphantly in office as register of 
deeds, and in his neighborhood at the foot of Crowder’s Mountain 
he acted the part of a patriarchal community chieftain. 

The recognized lawyers of the county lived by choice near Lin- 
colnton, and Wilson, while not a member of the bar, represented 
expert legal opinion to many of his neighbors. He had built a fine 
brick home, two stories high with four rooms on each story, and 
there held court as justice of the peace. So confidently did he inter- 
pret the law and render decisions as to win for himself the informal 
but respected title of “Judge” Wilson. A neighbor, Major C. Q. 
Petty, remembered in after years that Wilson settled many local 
disputes that might have led to angry and expensive lawsuits, and 
that he was notably strong-headed about having his own way; but, 
Major Petty liked to add, “...the beauty about it was that the 
Judge’s way was almost always the right way.’’ He was also a sur- 
veyor, a profession highly regarded in that time and place, and a 
voice of authority in councils of the Whig party. 

Wilson strove hard to deserve these golden opinions. He read 
both Latin and Greek, from books left to him by his father. 

Near Crowder’s Mountain was a Masonic lodge, of which Wil- 
son was a high official. At Olney Presbyterian Church a school was 
usually kept, with the Reverend James S. Adams acting as teacher 
on week days. When Dr. William McLean came on a professional 
call, driving a trim gig, with his long hair tied in a queue and 
wearing silver buckles on his shoes, the days of buckskin-clad hunt- 
ers and barefoot girls in homespun seemed long ago and quaint."! 

Of all manufacturers in the county, John Fulenwider of the 
High Shoals Iron Works was the most prosperous and most active. 
At his death in 1826, he owned some 20,000 acres of land and a 
number of slaves. Jacob, the youngest of his four sons, assumed 
control of the works and increased its output.” A fine school, Buf- 
falo Academy, was founded about that time near the old Sloan 
Furnace. An advertisement of 1827 described it as “situated in a 
healthy place, about 17 miles southwest of Lincolnton, in a respect- 
able and plentiful neighborhood where boarding can be had on 
ready terms.” Patrick J. Sparrow, who had served as a Presbyterian 
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minister at Lincolnton, was principal at Buffalo Academy.* 

In 1828, Dr. Elisha Mitchell, North Carolina University’s noted 
professor of science, visited Lincoln County to examine ore depos- 
its and other mineral formations, and wrote in his journal about 
his companions and adventures. 

On July 19 he was “hospitably entertained” by Jacob Fulen- 
wider, and on the following day his host was William Wilson, 
whose taciturnity and courtesy impressed Mitchell. On July 21 the 
scientist was a guest at the home of Samuel Caldwell above Arm- 
strong’s Ford. He then called on Dr. Humphrey Hunter, and spent 
the night at the home of Peter Smith, “a good natured old Dutch- 
man” who during the Revolutionary War had been a gunsmith 
for the patriots and who was the father of ten children. Near King’s 
Mountain, Mitchell had found indications of gold deposits. 

In October of that year, Dr. William McLean died and was 
buried in Bethel churchyard, just below the South Carolina line. 
Ten children survived him, among them a son, John, who was a 
doctor and who succeeded to his father’s practice in the Point set- 
tlement and across the South Fork.3 — 

Gold, probably the same creekside deposit noticed by Elisha 
Mitchell, was discovered in workable quantity near King’s Moun- 
tain in August of 1829. The consistently shrewd and industrious 
William Wilson gathered nine partners to form a company and 
operate a mine, with himself as secretary and treasurer. ‘he mine 
produced gold to a profitable amount.’® Another seeker for min- 
eral wealth was a graceful, intellectual gentleman from Italy, the 
Chevalier Riva de Finola. He established and worked mines on 
property beside the road west of Tuckaseege Ford, and gathered 
several families of Irish workmen. These were Catholics, and wor- 
shipped at a chapel in de Finola’s home. Occasional missionary 
priests visited and said mass. De Finola and his associates made 
hopeful plans for a church.” | 

Farther up the Catawba, above Dutchman’s Creek, lived Peter 
Eddleman, veteran of the battle of the Cowpens and witness of 
Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown. He owned a wide and fruitful 
estate and was admired for his skill as a cabinet maker. He was 
particularly adept at carving and inlay work—at gallantry, too. In 
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1830, after sixty-eight years of bachelordom, he married a young 
widow, Mrs. Dica Swanson Clippard, and to this couple were to be 
born two sons, David and William. Eddleman qualified for a 
veteran's pension in 1831.'8 

In 1832, the gold mine operated by Wilson and his associates 
was closed down by a court injunction brought by some of the 
group.”® That was the year in which Greene Washington Caldwell, 
after studying medicine in the North, became a surgeon in the 
United States Army.” Caldwell may have been happy to be absent 
from the bitter political quarrels that broke out in his home 
county in 1833. Andrew Jackson had been elected president, and 
Larkin Stowe was chief among Jacksonian Democrats of the re- 
gion. William Wilson led the Whigs, as usual, to support Henry 
Clay. Feelings ran hot. Both factions held meetings at Lincolnton 
on July 24, 1833, and found opportunity to argue with each other. 
“I perceive, young man,” Wilson snubbed a Democratic heckler, 
“that what you lack in information you make up by imperti- 
nence.” On the same day, at the door of the courthouse, a Negro 
woman and a cow were sold at auction to settle the debts of one 
Isaac Irwin,” 

The sharp dispute over the issues of the previous year’s cam- 
paign continued into the summer of 1833, when county officials 
were chosen. Daniel Hoke kept his seat in the state senate, but 
Peregrine Robert, the Democratic standard bearer, replaced M. W. 
Abernathy in the House of Commons. Abernathy thereupon 
sought and won the office of clerk of the county court, succeeding 
Vardry McBee. John D. Hoke was declared elected as superior 
court clerk, but Lawson Henderson, once of Henderson Shoals, 
refused to vacate the office. He claimed that he had been elected 
for life in 1807, and Chief Justice Thomas Ruffin of the State 
Supreme Court upheld the claim. William Wilson, in a region 
swinging to Jacksonian Democracy, remained as register of deeds.”? 

When the convention to amend the State Constitution was 
called in 1835, the Lincoln delegates were two Democratic leaders 
from the upper county, Bartlett Shipp and Henry Cansler. Lin- 
coln’s voters joined in ratifying, by state-wide referendum, the 
county’s reforms in the Constitution. These included the final loss 
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of voting privileges by free Negroes, extension of the franchise to 
all white male citizens over twenty-one, and establishment of sena- 
torial districts with guarantee of at least one Commoner to each 
county, with more according to population. All white male tax- 
payers could vote for governor, members of the House of Com- 
mons, and local officials, and elections were to be held every two 
years instead of annually * 

The majority of Lincoln County’s voters supported Jackson’s 
political heir, Martin Van Buren, in 1836. Greene Caldwell, who 
had left the army and the medical profession to practice law in 
Charlotte, was elected to Congress.* The Lincoln Transcript, 
newly established in Lincolnton by Andrew R. Porter, proudly 
boasted on August 19: 


Lincoln County has one Cotton factory with 12 looms and 1,280 
spindles, four furnaces, nine forges, ore banks without number and of 
very best and richest quality, twenty-five merchant mills making best 
quality of flour, a host of common grist and saw mills, limestone forma- 
tions near King’s Mountain and gold in many places. Lincoln is an 
important section and will be one of the most desirable spots on earth 
if the contemplated railroads shall come this way... . 


But other interests were calling from afar. James Pinckney Hen- 
derson, son of the South Fork pioneer, had been made a brigadier- 
general in the new defiant Republic of Texas, and on August 26 
he advertised for volunteers and emigrants in the Transcript. 
Several adventurous souls answered his call. ‘That same month, 
the people of the county were excited, and some shocked, by the 
quarrel and resulting duel between General Henderson’s brother, 
Logan, and Marcus Hoke, son of Colonel John F. Hoke. Young 
Hoke died of the accurate pistol bullet of his adversary, who there- 
after migrated to Texas.” As for the “contemplated railroads,” 


delegates from Lincoln went to Salisbury for a meeting in October, - 


to hear reports of progress and to urge the roads to come to their 
county. 

In 1839, the iron foundry established by the Fulenwiders was 
chartered under the name of the High Shoals Manufacturing 
Company.” Gold mining had been resumed at King’s Mountain, 
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and William Wilson, as secretary and owner of one-fifth of the 
stock of the enterprise, reported to the United States mint at 
Charlotte that up to 1840 gold to the amount of $60,000 had been 
taken out.?? 

The beauty as well as the profits of the South Fork country made 
deep impression on the minds and hearts of dwellers. Adam Alex- 
ander Springs, who had succeeded to the picturesque property 
once held by the Hendersons on the west bank of the South Fork, 
died in 1840, and in his will provided that he be buried beside 
James Henderson “on the hill on the east of the shoals,” with a 
stone fence around the little graveyard. His neighbors said that 
he had left orders to be buried standing upright, as though to 
watch forever the rush of the river and to gaze upon the hills.8 

The United States census of 1840 showed that Lincoln County’s 


‘total population was 25,160, and statistics concerning that popula- 


tion were significant. 

For the purpose of census taking, the county was divided from 
east to west into two almost equal areas, called by the militia 
authorities the Upper Regiment and the Lower Regiment. The 
Upper Regiment, which included Lincolnton, had a population of 
14,938, nearly half as much again as the 10,222 dwelling in the 
Lower Regiment; but on the farms and plantations of the Lower 
Regiment area were 2,858 slaves against 2,528 in the Upper. The 
Upper Regiment could count four academies and fifty-five com- 
mon schools, decisively outnumbering the single academy and the 
twenty-five common schools of the Lower. Ninety-three Lower 
Regiment men worked at mining against only two in the Upper, 
and farmers were almost the same in number—3,744 in the Upper 
and 3,319 in the Lower. ‘The Upper recorded 582 persons in man- 


_ufacturing and trades against 331 in the Lower, and the learned 


professions of medicine, law, church, and engineering occupied 
thirty-nine men of the Upper Regiment against twenty-four in the 
Lower. In the Upper Regiment lived fifty free Negroes, and sixty- 
seven were in the Lower Regiment.” 

The Upper Regiment had its special problem in a heated agita- 
tion for a division of the county. Nathaniel Wilson, a tall, sharp- 
tongued politician at the northern edge of Lincoln County, began 
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to be heard making fierce demands that the split be made at Lin- 
colnton itself. Loss of a western slice of Linco!n to help make the 
new county of Cleveland in 1841 did not stop Wilson’s determined 
agitation. 

To large throngs of his neighbors he delivered harangues on the 
need for smaller counties and more convenient access to county 
seats. On the subject of Lincolnton, he alternated between extray- 
agant charges of sinful vanity and demands that the county be 
divided straight through the middle of the town. He even vowed 
that he would engage a blacksmith to “‘split the lightning rods on 
the courthouse,” and hinted darkly that division would be brought 
about by force of arms. 


As 1842 began, Wilson declared himself a candidate for the 
House of Commons. 

Lincoln County could elect four Commoners, and the candi- 
dates included two incumbents, Nathaniel Wilson’s neighbor, 
John Killian, and James H. White, a rapidly rising leader in the 
Lower Regiment. 

White, the Irish lad who had set up as a South Fork farmer in 
his teens, had prospered, increased his holdings, and had married 
Margaret Jenkins, daughter of a well-to-do and influential pioneer 
family. Casting his lot with the rising Democratic party, White 
upheld the move to make a new county from the northern part 
of Lincoln. In his mind was the hope of forming yet another 
county from the southern part. He was considered well read and 
intelligent, and frequently quoted the poetry of Robert Burns to 
emphasize his arguments. 

Among other candidates for the four seats in the Commons 
were Richard Rankin, son of the old Revolutionary soldier, Wil- 
liam Rankin; energetic Larkin Stowe, son of Jacob Stowe; John 
Yount from the Upper Regiment; and the former Commoner 
Henry Cansler. 

Wilson lectured and stormed in the northern reaches of Lin- 
coln County. White was more restrained, and undoubtedly more 
effective, in the southern part.*° 

On June 4, 1842, a group of the Lower Regiment’s foremost 
residents met at the store owned by Fred D. Hoffman and Moses 
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H. Rhyne, a mile west of the Tuckaseege Ford. White was there, 
to preside and speak. So were Richard and J. D. Rankin, Daniel 
Rhyne, William Hanks, Leroy and Whiten Stowe, Henry Fulen- 
wider, Samuel Johnston, and others whose names echoed the days 
of the frontier’s settlement and the battles at Ramsour’s Mill, 
King’s Mountain, and Cowan’s Ford. White spoke earnestly, and 
the meeting voted not to support any candidate for the Legisla- 
ture who was not outspokenly in favor of dividing Lincoln 
County.*! 

White, Stowe, Yount, and Nathaniel Wilson were elected to the 
Legislature that fall.*2 In December, before these men took office, 
the Legislature voted to organize the County of Catawba from 
the northern part of Lincoln.*? The new line was drawn a scant 
two miles north of Lincolnton, and the larger part of the curtailed 
Lincoln County’s population lay in the old Lower Regiment, 
with many influential leaders. White, Stowe, Rankin, and others 
began to lay specific plans for formation of their own independent 
county. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(July 19-21, 1827) 


- rode down the county line to Jacob Fullenwider’s [sic] where 
ine was Astieecaneinls entertained. After examining his forge on Friday 
morning started with him for his ore bank or rather for Fall’s 
Lime kiln on Kings Creek where William Wilson was engaged 
to meet me. Country Granite. Did not find Wilson, examined the 
ore bank then started on foot for King’s Mountain about 5 or 6 

miles below, toward this I traveled for 4 miles and understanding 
it was within the limits of $.C. returned. I however discovered a 
gold region along the creek. Wilson not being come on my return 
to the ore bank, I started for his house but he soon overtook me 
and told me gold had actually been found on this formation. He 
conducted me between King’s and Crowder’s Mountains along a 
very bad road to his house, we turned aside to see the sulphate of 
Barytes. He lives in a large brick house, four rooms to a floor. He is 
a plain man, said nothing of his return, but sent word to his wife 
by one of his sons that we should want some supper and nodded 
to her in a very kindly way when we descended into the under- 
ground room to our repast. 

Saturday morning Mr. Wilson accompanied me some miles. We 
rode some miles sometimes in N. and sometimes in S. C., 5 miles 
west of the Catawba according to Mr. Wilson’s estimate, fell in 
with the gold country, and Wilson soon left me, traveled up to- 
wards ‘T'uckaseege, crossed the South Fork at Armstrong’s Ford. 
Got my dinner at Capt. Caldwell’s. 


—Dr, Elisha Mitchell, JouRNAL 
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Courthouse, Factories, 
and a ‘Threat 


“PY HE little community of Catholics that lived near the mines 
once worked by the Chevalier de Finola were looking toward 


fulfillment of a dream. Father Cronin, a hard-working and self- 


sacrificing missionary priest, had so inspired them that they 
planned to build a church. William Lonegan, a Catholic farmer, 
donated a tract of land for the establishment of the church, and 
money was subscribed. When Father Cronin died in 1842, his 
body was brought to the place for burial, and Catholics through- 
out the South sent contributions. Among the most generous givers 
was Judge William Gaston, who donated money shortly before his 
death in 1842. 

The church was finished in the year of Judge Gaston’s death, 
and consecrated under the name of St. Joseph’s. Father John Guif- 
ford succeeded Father Cronin.’ 

_ A visitor to those parts was Henry Humphreys, who came from 
Greensboro in Guilford County. Tirelessly he roamed the banks 
of the Catawba above Tuckaseege Ford. 

Humphreys owned the Mount Hecla Steam Cotton Mill at 
Greensboro, first of its sort to be built in the South. In more than 
a decade of operation, this enterprise had brought wealth to Hum- 
phreys and his son-in-law, Thomas R. Tate, but they dreamed of 
a factory more profitable still, a factory that did not need expen- 
sive coal to power it. Undoubtedly they were well acquainted with 


66 


Ce 


goitotoe't eessorls1100 ~ : 


be, 


| r & Das 


eonim oda teen bovil sds wilodieD Fooyseummoa slide 
biswos yaidool s1aw slonil sb tise oda yd boattew somo 
ist bas ysidiow-biad 5 ,oinor) rage smsotb & to anoallliyd 
yorls_ aris. sttods botiqani oa bad dapitng yrscoizeim, griniivona 
conte) stlodia) 6 wingonod srsilW studs s blied.ox boanslq 
bas dowd o12 Io snpetdeildsies off tod bral io tost)-s bossnob’ 
aid 2261 mi boib sino) idisl aglW .bediiedua zew yomon: 
“aiguos ilodsed bas lsitisd ro} sasiq ari 03 idguoid sw ybod 
zi2Vig uoToneg tzom oi yoomA. amoludinime> iase doe sd abo 
zinl roiled ylsrode yoronr botsnob orlw ee msuliW sghat ese 
| S86E st chasb 
..faseb 2'nowso oobul, lo 1a. win ai b boabiiad 2a lotsdo oft. 
Aino sage torlje, 2 ‘Aap 2 lo sinsa oils s9brus boistos2n00 bas 
_ timer 19181 bebss2ou2 brot 
mot 28> odw eordqawH 03H asw eisq 9201 OF tolieiv A 
rduad od} boosor od yleestouiT Hemtiindas erento 
.b10%F sgsceedou'T ovods sdwais ods Jo 
32 HiM, moit90D sss922 aloo sayvoM od) bonwo 
nads stom ml.diwoe od) ni aliusd od 01 1102 ai Jo sex ,orodansa¥. 
-uH o2 silsow tdguord ber setqreine zit wuciistsge lo sbaoob s 
10 bamasth yo aud o1sT A esmodT .wal-ni-noe eid bas sgordq 
-noqxe been tot bib 1sd3 yroiet & lite oldsidosq s10mr yroise 8 
sisiw copii crita Mow ee 


discon | 


Courthouse, Factories, and a Threat 67 


the water-run mills on the South Fork, as well as the iron works 
of the region, and water power was what Humphreys came to the 
banks of the Catawba to find. 

The river made a mighty bend above Dutchman’s Creek, and 
below the bend was a rocky shoals called Mountain Island, where 
the water ran swiftly and strongly. A canal, cut there by govern- 
ment order, channelled off a tumbling current ideal for the opera- 
tion of complex machinery, and to the west of the site was the 
Mountain Island Manufacturing Company, which made excellent 
cherry-red bricks. Humphreys bought land at Mountain Island, 
first a 200-acre tract that had belonged to Michael Quickel, then 
other parcels, totalling 900 acres, from John Farrar and others. He 
set his son-in-law to negotiating for the construction of a huge 
brick building to house the machinery from the Mount Hecla 
Mill at Greensboro, 150 looms and 3,000 spindles. 

The activities of Humphreys and Tate must have stimulated 
certain dwellers on the South Fork, who already had observed the 
successes Of the Schencks and their partners in the cotton mill 
near Lincolnton. Lewis Lineberger, his son-in-law Caleb 7. ‘Lines 
berger, Laban and John Lineberger, Moses H. Rhyne, Jonas Hoft- 
man, and John Clemmer raised $6,000 and in 1850 built one 
of the earliest cotton mills in Gaston County. At first it was called 
L. Lineberger and Company; later it was called Woodlawn. And 
a third mill-building project was planned by Larkin Stowe, elected 
state senator in 1844, and his personable eldest son Jasper, twenty- 
three years old and energetic both in business and in courting 
the girls.” 

That political year saw a certain resurgence of the Whig party. 
William A. Graham was elected governor. Perhaps Greene Cald- 
well had been wise in rejecting the Democratic nomination and 
taking instead an appointment as superintendent of the mint at 
Charlotte.? And when new administrations began in 1845, Lincoln 
County’s officials included a strong representation from the Lower 
Regiment. William Wilson was looking toward the completion 
of half a century as register of deeds. Benjamin Morris of Dutch- 
man’s Creek was sheriff, and Isaac Holland, Jr., son of the Catawba 
Creek pioneer and Revolutionary soldier, was county surveyor. 
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Larkin Stowe was speaking in the senate for a new division of 
Lincoln County, while James White and Richard Rankin, as 
Commoners, echoed his sentiments.* 

These zealots found friends and supporters. On November 20, 
1846, Gustavus A. Miller of Davie County introduced in the 
House of Commons a bill for establishment of a new county to be 
named Gaston for Judge William Gaston. This county was to be 
organized from the southern part of Lincoln—indeed, to be made 
up of all of what was then Lincoln except for a strip six miles 
broad at the top. Another bill was offered that would give Lincoln 
back a four-mile strip of Catawba, and this somewhat mollified 
F. D. Reinhardt, the sole Commoner still lving in reduced 
north Lincoln. Four days later, the bill was called up for discus- 
sion and referred to a committee, which on November 28 reported 
several proposed amendments. 

One of these suggested that the new county’s name be Carroll, 
but the Commoners quickly voted that name down. At White’s 
motion the bill was tabled until December 2, when it was offered 
again, passed a second and third reading, and was sent to the 
senate. There, on December 5, Senator Larkin Stowe offered the 
motion whereby it was given three successive readings on the same 
day, and passed. Another motion, for change of name to Alex- 
ander, was voted down, and the Legislature named as a commission 
to survey and establish the new boundary line Surveyor Isaac 
Holland, Andrew Love, and Jacob Plonk for Gaston County; and 
John Coulter and Alexander Love for Lincoln. An additional 
section of the organization act provided for the selection of ground 
for a courthouse, jail, and stocks, near the center of Gaston County 
and ‘“‘not more than two miles distant from the Long Creek Bap- 
tist Church,” this town to be named for Vice-President George 
Mifflin Dallas.° 

A meeting of the new county’s justices of the peace was called 
for February 15, 1847, to elect county officials. Interest in this 
activity was high; interest was high, too, in the Mexican War, 
broken out in Texas, where Pinckney Henderson and other old 
neighbors had settled and grown great. Greene Caldwell, though 
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he had pleaded poor health in declining the nomination for gov- 
ernor three years earlier, resigned the superintendency of the mint 
to enlist a company of cavalry.’ A throng of Gaston County men 
joined the infantry company of Captain W. J. Clarke, recruited 
in Gaston, Lincoln, Catawba, and Cleveland counties. 

Again the names of volunteers harked back to the Gaston Coun- 

ty frontier and earlier wars—Eli Bell, Michael Eaker, Robert F., 
Henderson, Joseph T. Rudisill, and Christopher, David, and 
David S. Wells. James White’s young brother, Benjamin, was in 
Clarke’s company. So were Penal Hearn, Moses Runnels, Andrew 
Summey. Of those eleven volunteers, Christopher Wells and Jos- 
eph Rudisill died in Mexico. Michael Eaker and Benjamin White 
contracted illnesses of which they died after returning home.? 

But meanwhile, twenty-one justices gathered on February 15 
at the home of Jesse Holland near Long Creek Baptist Church. 
William J. Wilson sat like a patriarch among them. His colleagues 
included Alfred Abernathy, Isaac Holland, Andrew Love, John 
Webster, James Ferguson, R. M. Alexander, Abram Mauney, 
Thomas B. McGill, Robert Johnson, John Oates, Sr., John Mc- 
Ginnis, Andrew Hoyle, Major Whitesides, Jacob Plonk, J. G. 
Hand, John Falls, Andrew B. Cox, John G. Lewis, A. W. Daven- 
port, and Milton A. Smith. 

These organized as a board to swear in five new justices: Chris- 
tian Eaker, John R. Cates, Richard Rankin, Alexander Wear, and 
James M. Hanna. The whole group then proceeded to elect county 
officers. 

John H. Roberts was chosen clerk of the court of pleas and 
quarter sessions. Benjamin Morris, who had been sheriff of Lin- 
coln County for two years, was appointed to the same office for 
Gaston. Richard Rankin was named as county trustee and Samuel 
Caldwell, Jr., as solicitor. W. F. Holland succeeded his kinsman 
Isaac Holland as surveyor. James M. Hanna was elected entry 
taker, and Jacob Plonk as processioner. 

William Wilson, full of years and honors and busy with the 
new stamping mill at his gold mine, was ready to retire from all 
public office, and James Fergusan was chosen register of deeds. 
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The new county was divided into eight areas—“‘companies,” 
they were called, adhering to the old militia organization—and 
for each of these a constable was elected and bonded. A patrol 
committee was also appointed for each company area, and the 
justices of the peace of the various companies were empowered to 
receive returns of taxes. The justices then laid taxes as follows: 

State tax, poll 20 cents, six cents per $100 value of land; county 
tax, poll 35 cents, 10 cents per $100 value of land; poor tax, poll 
10 cents, three cents per $100 value of land; school tax, poll 10 
cents, four cents per $100 value of land; tax for deaf and dumb, 
two cents per $100 value of land. The total was 75 cents poll tax 
and 25 cents per $100 value of land.° 

Jesse Holland, at whose house the meeting was held, offered to 
give seventy-five acres of land for the county seat. His gift was 
‘thankfully received, and upon the ground W. F. Holland laid out 
a courthouse square and divided the remainder into half-acre lots 
for sale as home sites. The town of Dallas had begun. 

By the autumn term of court, a log building had been finished 
to house the justices, while plans went forward to replace it the 
following year with a more substantial brick structure. At the 
same time, work was begun on a hotel to be known as the Smith 
House.® In 1848, while Abram Mauney and a gang of slave work- 
men built the new courthouse, Dallas got a post office. This was 
moved from Hoylesville, three miles east of Dallas near the South 
Fork.!° , 

Larger buildings went up elsewhere. ‘The Mountain Island Mill, 
of red brick and massive white mortar, rose four stories high west 
of the Catawba, and a train of heavy wagons splashed across the 
ford with the looms and other machinery from Greensboro. Tate, 
the builder, settled near by with his wife and children."* At Wood- 
lawn, another mill building was in process of construction, to 
house 600 spindles. The Linebergers and their partners also raised 
$6,000 to establish their own factory. They cut their own timber, 
dried it in kilns of their own making, quarried their own stone, 
and manufactured their own brick to build the factory and dam 
the river. Their machinery came from England, with some parts 
from the northern states.’ On the South Fork, Larkin Stowe and 
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his three sons laid out foundations for a mill of their own, to be 
called. Stowe’s Factory.’ 

The census of 1850 recorded a total of 8,073 residents of Gaston 

County, and compiled some revealing statistics concerning them. 

Gaston’s population was smaller than Catawba’s 8,862, but 
larger than Lincoln’s 7,746. It included 2,112 slaves and twenty-six 
free Negroes, most of the latter living in and near the little town 
of Dallas. During the year ending June 1, 1850, twenty-four coup- 
les had married in Gaston and 250 children had been born, while 
but thirty-five persons had died—evidence that the population was 
healthy, vigorous and, in large part, young; but three residents 
were more than ninety years old, including hale old William 
Rankin, the last surviving veteran of the Revolution in Gaston 
County. Rankin’s son, Richard, was county trustee and had been 
in the foremost rank of the campaign for county organization. 
Now Richard Rankin was colonel of the eight militia companies 
of Gaston, and prepared to campaign for another term in the 
Legislature.1* 

Gaston County’s various little crossroads schools housed 1,520 
pupils, at a total public cost of $391, and fifty-two other children 
attended schools outside the county. Of Gaston’s white adults, 1,308 
could neither read nor write. Farm lands included 214,102 acres, 
of which only 57,519 were under cultivation, and the value of all 
farm property was $655,076, or a little more than $3 an acre. That 
valuation would bring approximately $1,630 in taxes to the county 
treasurer's coffers. The principal crop was corn, 329,377 bushels 
of it in 1850. Other harvests included 535 bales of cotton, 56,645 
bushels of oats, 51,762 bushels of wheat, and 11,238 pounds of 


wool. On the various farms were maintained 2,299 horses, donkeys, 


and mules; 2,352 milch cows; 954 oxen trained to harness; and 
8,344 other cattle. There were twenty churches—nine of them 
Methodist, five ee tiat four Lutheran, one Baptist, and one 
Catholic. 
Gaston County had no private academy, no public library, and 
no newspaper.’* But towns other than Dallas were in the making. 
Woodlawn was the name given to the old Huntersville post 


office, established in 1801 with Humphrey Hunter as postmaster." 
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A settlement of mill workers grew up there. In the northwestern 
part of the county, not far from Christian Mauney’s old home 
where once court had been held, Henry Summitt built a store at 
the crossing of the roads to Lincolnton and to Tuckaseege Ford, 
and others established homes near by.** 

The High Shoals Iron Works and the Mountain Island Cotton 
Factory employed numerous skilled workers, and the Woodlawn 
Mill was ready for business by 1852, when a force of girls began 
to operate the 600 spindles. 

Down at Stowe’s Factory, young Jasper Stowe exercised both 
charm and canny method to draw some of those girls to his fam- 
ily’s new mill, where trained operators were needed. He organized 
parties of young gallants to visit the Woodlawn settlement night 
after night. The smiling cavaliers sought introductions to pretty 
girls and made compliments, following these preliminaries by 
offers of employment. Bevies of Woodlawn loom tenders went 
fishing in the river and the adjacent creeks, with bent pins at- 
tached to lines. “Let’s go up and see the pinhook girls,” Jasper 
Stowe would invite his friends, and eventually the Woodlawn 
Mill came to be called Pinhook, even by the post office department. 
What the Linebergers thought of these raids upon their working 
forces is not of record." | 

Under Jacob Fulenwider, the High Shoals furnaces prospered 
and expanded. Six miles of wooden tracks had been taid for the 
passage of mule-drawn ore carts from the mines to the foundry. 
Deft blacksmiths hammered out wagon tires, tools, and machine 
fittings for the customers.!® The gold mine operated by Wilson’s 
company had sunk its shaft below water level. Over-enthusiastic 
adventurers took the stamp mill all the way to California during 
the 1849 gold rush, but brought it back for more modest but 
surer promise of yellow treasure from the diggings at King’s 
Mountain.”° 

Still Gaston County, as well as Catawba, voted with Lincoln 
for state senator and Commoners. James White and Larkin Stowe, 
the men who had done so much to achieve the division, were 
retired from office, and Richard Rankin and Larkin Stowe’s son, 
Samuel, served in the lower house. In 1853, the three counties 
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were empowered to vote separately. White and Rankin were again 

elected, as Gaston’s first bona fide Commoners.”! 

By 1854, the Mountain Island, Woodlawn, and Stowe’s Factory 
textile mills were all operating briskly, with a total of some 4,500 
spindles among them.” Great wagons, drawn by double and triple 
teams, carried the finished bolts of cloth and skeins of yarn along 
the rutted turnpikes to eastern North Carolina and Virginia, or 
southward to the market at Charleston. Local customers bartered 
cotton, bacon, eggs, and meal for cloth to be cut and sewed into 
home-made clothing.* Also in 1854, the High Shoals Manufactur- 
ing Company sold its iron works to Philip W. Groot. He was not 
to prove successful as an iron maker.** Another lack of success 
attended the political fortunes of Samuel N. Stowe that autumn. 
He departed from the Democratic party to run for Congress as 
the candidate of the Know-Nothings, which new party had ab- 
sorbed many members of the moribund Whig political faith and 
loudly shouted its opposition to foreign immigrants and Roman 
Catholics. 

Stowe was defeated by Burton Craige of Rowan County, a power 
among the Democrats, who championed states’ rights and began 
to warn against the rumored northern effort at economic and 
political domination.” 

William Wilson had died on February 5, 1854, of a sudden 
“pain in the breast,” in his seventy-eighth year. In his will he left 
fifteen Negro slaves to his widow and various children.2*> __ 

That sudden pain in the breast may have been intensified by 
the way matters stood in his own kinship. His brothers, John and 
Robert, had become outspokenly abolitionist and had moved 
to Ohio, where, the word came back, they were active in the 
Underground Railroad that helped slaves run away. 

Domination by the North.... 

It was feared and protested by the citizens of Gaston County, 
and by the citizens of North Carolina and of a dozen southern 
states beside. If anybody at that time and place was in favor of 
domination by the North, he prudently refrained from saying so. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(January 8, 1851) 


I crossed the Catawba at the Tuckaseege Ford. .. . The distance 
from shore to shore, in the direction of the ford, is more than half 
a mile, the water varying in depth from ten inches to three feet, 
and running in quite a rapid current. In the passage, which is 
diagonal, two islands, covered with shrubbery and trees, are tra- 
versed...and then we pushed on to the South Fork of the 
Catawba, almost seven miles farther. I was told that the ford there 
was marked by a row of rocks, occurring at short intervals across 
the stream; but when I reached the bank, few of them could be 
seen above the surface of the swift and swollen current. The dis- 
tance across is about two hundred and fifty yards, and the whole 
stream flows in a single channel. The passage appeared (as it really 
was) very dangerous, and I had no cuide. As the day was fast 
waning away, a storm seemed to be gathering, and there was not 
an inhabitant within a mile, I resolved to venture alone... . Twice 
the wheels ran upon rocks, and the wagon was almost overturned, 
the water being, in the mean while, far over the hubs; and when 
within a few yards of the southern shore, we crossed a narrow 
channel, so deep that my horse kept his feet with difficulty, and the 
wagon, having a tight body, floated for a moment. The next 
instant we struck firm ground. I breathed freer as we ascended 
the bank, and with a thankful heart rode on toward Falls’ house 
of entertainment, away among the hills near the South Carolina 
lines 


—Benson J. Lossing, THE PICTORIAL 
FIELD BOOK OF THE REVOLUTION 
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The Coming of War 
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__» ROGRESS was more than ever the topic of the day with 
hopeful Gastonites, whose forward look still tried to avoid 


_a glimpse of future bloody battle with the North. 


In 1855, the newly incorporated Wilmington, Charlotte, and 
Rutherford Railroad Company announced its intention to extend 
its road west of the Catawba into Gaston and Lincoln counties, 
and opened books in Lincolnton for subscriptions to a bond issue. 
Surveyors began to lay out a route, and Robert A. Brevard, a pio- 
neer of the region’s iron industry, deeded to the railroad a tract of 
167 acres of land some ten miles west of the bend of the Catawba. 
A depot was to be built there, with the name of Brevard Station.’ 

The nucleus of a community already waited at Brevard Station. 
Christ Lutheran Church stood near by, also built on ground of 
Brevard’s donation, and the Methodist Church maintained a camp 
ground. Colonel Richard Rankin called the county’s militia to 
quarterly musters and drills on a ten-acre field beside Dutchman's 
Creek. In slipshod fashion the gentlemen volunteers would exe- 
cute their evolutions and manual of arms. Bullies of the various 
companies strutted with chips on their shoulders, looking for other 
bullies to knock the chips off. Fights ensued, to the applause of 
fellow-militiamen.? 

Larkin Stowe was chosen to North Carolina’s Council of State 
in 1854,3 the same year that his son, Samuel, ran for Congress as a 
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Know-Nothing and was defeated. Another son, E. B. Stowe, culti- 
vated the extensive family farm and operated a big store near 
Stowe’s Factory. William Stowe, youngest of the family, was known 
as a courtly, open-hearted young gentleman, popular with men 
and women alike. Elizabeth Stowe had married Dr. William Sloan 
of Dallas. Jasper, forgetting the blandishments of those pinhook 
girls, married Mrs. Julia Lecraft Parks, a widow from Beaufort on 
the North Carolina coast, and moved to Lincolnton. 

In 1856, James H. White was elected state senator, with Richard 
Rankin going again to the House of Commons.® Gaston County 
voted solidly for James Buchanan, the Democratic candidate for 
President, 697 against 53 for the romantic John C. Fremont, 
who was the first standard bearer of the national Republican 
party.® J. G. Hand was elected clerk of the court in 1856, replacing 
Jobn Roberts, who had been blinded in a scuffle with a drunken 
brawler. Amzi Ford, energetic and of agreeable personality, was 
the register of deeds.’ 

By election time that year the railroad was completed as far as 
Charlotte, and shortly thereafter plans were announced for a 
trestle above ‘Tuckaseege Ford. Tracks of the Wilmington, Char- 
lotte, and Rutherford Railroad Company would cross the Lincoln 
County line to the north and west of Brevard Station, pass through 
Lincolnton, and west to Bostic.® 

The following year, 1857, gave pro-slavery Gaston County 
dwellers an opportunity to applaud the Dred Scott Decision of the 
United States Supreme Court. Two Gaston County stalwarts died 
and were mourned. Andrew Hoyle, grandson of the old pioneer 
Pieter Heyl, died at his Hoylesville plantation. The $200,000 he 
left was generally considered to be the greatest fortune owned by 
any one man in the history of the Gaston County region.® And 
Larkin Stowe, industrialist, legislator, and Councillor of State, 
died on June 12 at the age of sixty-nine.’® 

In the fateful year of 1860, Gaston County’s population was 
9,307, an increase of more than 1,200 in a decade, and of this num- 
ber 2,199 men, women, and children were Negro slaves; but of 
the 7,108 free citizens, only 560 were slave owners, and of these a 
single man owned more than forty. Thirty-three others owned 
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more than ten slaves each and could consider themselves as belong- 
ing to the planter class. Most of the rest of the Gastonites were 
farmers, performing their own labor to produce an abundance 
of livestock, grain, and cotton."! 

The three textile mills were busy and prosperous. Less fortune 
attended the career of the High Shoals Manufacturing Company, 
where Philip W. Groot had defaulted on payments of his mortgage 
and had sold out to Aaron E. Horey, who also had failed. Dr. 
William Sloan, Larkin Stowe’s son-in-law, had taken over the old 
iron works in 1860 and was operating it to make nails and farm 
equipment.” ‘The gold mine once operated by William Wilson 
still showed a tidy profit, and the stockholders employed an engi- 
neer named Dorsey as superintendent. Two other gold mines also 
produced ore, at Brevard Station and near the mill at Woodlawn. 
- The town of Dallas had four churches, two hotels, a carriage 
factory, and numerous stores and shops. Sidney X. Johnston and 
Lee A. Moore were practicing physicians in Dallas. The county 
had post offices at Dallas, High Shoals, Brevard Station, W oodlawn 
(or was the name Pinhook?), South Point, Stowesville, Pleasant 
Ridge, Crowder’s Creek, Crowder’s Mountain, and White Pine 
(later Cherryville). No less than fourteen flour and grist mills 
operated in Gaston County. 

The seventeen churches of Gaston included five Presbyterian, 
three Baptist, three Lutheran, and six Methodist. The last group 
were all served by a single energetic pastor, the Reverend C. E. 
Land.* 

A number of brick homes stood on the more prosperous estates, 
and some of these were even luxurious. The usual better-class 
farm home was of wood, built of massive logs, squared and dove- 
tailed, and chinked with clay. There was weatherboarding outside 
and wooden panelwork inside. Such a house usually had a spacious 
living room and sometimes a bedroom downstairs, with half a 
story above to include a second bedroom and a storage chamber. 
Sometimes other rooms were added, shed fashion. The usual 
kitchen on such a farm was built separately from the house. Poorer 
farmers and tenants lived for the most part in small cabins, with 
one or two rooms. 
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The men of Gaston County were avid lovers of racing. The 
county had at least two race tracks, one west of Tuckaseege Ford 
on the road to Lincolnton, the other near Union Church just 
above the South Carolina line. Other favorite sports included 
hunting and fishing. Sometimes the chief marksmen of the county 
gathered for rifle matches, and the shooting was expert. One of the 
best shots of all was Charles Theodore Stowe, who on a country 
stroll brought down twelve distant squirrels with twelve shots of 
his rifle.™ 

Before the end of 1860 the railroad had been extended as far 
as Brevard Station, where for the time being the work ceased. Each 
morning a train left Charlotte at 9 o’clock, and reached Brevard 
Station at 10:30. Vardry McBee of Lincolnton, treasurer and mas- 
ter of transportation for the railroad, operated a fleet of hacks to 
bring passengers to Lincolnton.’® 

The attention of all these various persons and enterprises was 
strongly occupied that autumn by the election of 1860 and its 
implications. Slavery was favored by many Gaston County citizens, 
secession by a reckonable proportion, and war with the North by 
a few. In November, 972 voters went to the Gaston County polls, 
and there cast 785 votes for John C. Breckinridge, the Southern 
Rights Democrat, 131 for John Bell who represented the sober 
but broken-spirited Constitutional Union party, and but fifty-six 
for Stephen A. Douglas, the Northern Democratic candidate who 
hoped to save the Union. For Abraham Lincoln, candidate of the 
Republicans, not a single vote was registered in Gaston County.*® 
Jasper Stowe was elected to the state senate and James H. White 
to the House of Commons.” North Carolina as a whole went to 
Breckenridge by a slight majority, and when Lincoln’s election 
was announced, the Legislature called for a vote for a convention 
to consider secession. 

The campaign for and against the convention excited Gaston, 
which voted, 864 to 166, to hold that convention and chose as 
delegate a secessionist, Dr. Sidney Johnston. North Carolina’s 
popular vote was against the convention, which might have been 
dominated by moderate Unionists; but on April 15, after the fall 
of Fort Sumter, Lincoln’s appeal for two North Carolina regi- 
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ments to uphold the Union was loudly refused, and another con- 
vention was called. Dr. Johnston again was Gaston County’s chosen 
delegate.’ Before the convention voted North Carolina out of the 
Union, by unanimous action of the delegates on May 20, 1861, 
Gaston County’s young men were standing up to be counted in 
the ranks of the Confederate Army. 

On May 1, nearly three weeks before North Carolina’s day of 
secession, some sixty volunteers assembled at Brevard Station. 
Again a muster roll bore names that echoed battles of long ago— 
Davenport, Eaker, Holland, Hovis, Henderson, Jenkins, Johnston, 
Mauney, Martin, Rankin, Robinson, Rudisill, Wilson. And newer 
families of strength and influence were represented—the Morrises, 
the Stowes, the Whites. | 

In old militia fashion, the volunteers chose their own officers 
by vote. B. F. Briggs was the captain of the company. Leroy W. 
Stowe, son of Larkin Stowe, was first lieutenant; and Isaac D. 
Holland, third of the name, was second lieutenant. William A. 
Stowe, a bachelor of twenty-nine, enlisted as a private and was 
quickly elected first sergeant by his fellows. The company drilled, 
clumsily but with growing assurance, and listened for news of 
secession from Raleigh and news of war from Virginia and South 
Carolina. 

A large and noisily admiring crowd saw the company off on the 
train for Raleigh and the camp of instruction, where other com- 
panies gathered from throughout North Carolina to form regi- 
ments.’? Jacob Froneberger of Dallas wrote in his diary: 


May 31, 1861, this is one of the most eventful times in the history 
of our government—eleven Southern states have seceded. A battle was 
fought at Charleston the 15th of April and the Southern forces gained 
the victory without the loss of a life. At this time there are at least 
150,000 under arms in the Southern Confederacy, and as many of the 
North, but no battle has been heard from on land, but one is expected 


every day. The Southern forces are in Virginia and the first hard fight- 
ing is expected. . . .2 


That first hard fighting was reported at Big Bethel on the Vir- 
ginia Peninsula, on June 10. North Carolinians won the fight, led 
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by Colonel Daniel Harvey Hill of the North Carolina Military 
Institute at Charlotte, a man known and admired by many Gaston 
County residents. On June 17, Captain Briggs’ company was en- 
rolled as Company M in the Sixth North Carolina Volunteer 
Regiment, later to be reorganized as the Sixteenth North Carolina 
Regiment of State Troops.”4 

Meanwhile, a second Gaston County company, called the Gas- 
ton Guards, mustered at Dallas under forty-seven-year-old Captain 
E. M. Faires. 

The first lieutenant of the Guards was R. M. Ratchford, and 
the two second lieutenants were T. N. Craig and J. M. Kendrick. 
Faires had married Mary Eliza Wilson, daughter of William Wil- 
son; and two of his sergeants were his brothers-in-law, Joseph and 
‘William J. Wilson, Jr. The Gaston Guards also entrained for 
Raleigh and became Company H of the Twenty-third North 
Carolina.” In the Sixteenth, Captain Briggs was promoted to the 
rank of major, and the men of Company M held another hurried 
election, which leapfrogged Sergeant Billy Stowe over the heads of 
the two leutenants into the captaincy.” 

Company M and the rest of the Sixteenth North Carolina went 
to Virginia on July 6, and on the evening of July 21 arrived at 
Manassas Junction just too late for the battle that resulted in a 
rout of Federal invaders and seemed, very briefly, like the end of 
the war. But then more Northern troops pushed into Virginia, 
and more Confederates pushed up to face them. | 

At home in Gaston County, Thomas H. Edwards recruited a 
new body of men and became captain of the company, proudly 
called the South Fork Farmers. Samuel Stowe, the erstwhile candi- 
date for Congress, was first lieutenant. The South Fork Farmers 
became Company B of the Twenty-eighth North Carolina on July 
30.” And in the autumn of 1861, Captain William R. Rankin, 
grandson and great-grandson of Revolutionary soldiers, organized 
the Gaston Blues, which in October were sworn in as Company H- 
of the Thirty-seventh North Carolina. His first lieutenant was Wil- 
liam Groves Morris, thirty-six and the father of five children; the 
second lieutenants were George Hanks and Henry Fite. The Blues 
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were mustered into the Thirty-seventh at Charlotte and were 
trained at High Point, then at Raleigh. 

After Manassas, the fighting seemed to be at a lull in Virginia, 
but Federals landed and made good their foothold on the North 
Carolina coast. The Thirty-seventh North Carolina was at New 
Bern to face the Yankees; and in February, 1862, Lieutenant Wil- 
liam G. Morris wrote home from there, to say that “our men are 
almost crazy to meet the enemy. ... So far as I am concerned I will 
go into it from necessity as a duty I owe my country and my fam- 
ily.” More practically and prophetically, he added: 


Tell Bill [a servant] I want him to be as saving of the corn as possi- 
ble. ‘There is so much stealing going on I am afraid there will be hard 
times next summer for bread. I would not be surprised if, before 12 
months is gone, some men that are stealing now would like to have 
the corn they are now using, for bread for their families. The army is 
obliged to be fed even if the people at home have to suffer.2? 


Morris and many Gaston County soldiers like him were ready 
for the bitter fighting that came in the spring of 1862 on the 
Virginia Peninsula. Word reached Gaston County of a Confed- 
erate retreat at Yorktown, a desperate action at Williamsburg. 
Already, Charles Q. Petty had enlisted yet another Gaston com- 
pany, and it had left for training in March, to become Company H 
of the Forty-ninth North Carolina.28 The news of the battles on 
the Peninsula stirred more boys to volunteer. As James M. Cook 
and his brother John left in May to catch up with Captain Petty’s 
company, they heard behind them the weeping of their mother 
and neighbor ladies.?® Men must fight and women must Weep... 

The Cooks had scant time to learn how to soldier. There was 
enough fighting in Virginia for everyone who could hold a musket. 
On May 27th, the Thirty-seventh North Carolina, with Branch’s 
Brigade at Hanover Court House, fought a sharp action. William — 
Morris, now captain of Company H, counted seven killed and four 
wounded in his ranks. At the end of the month, Company M of the 
Sixteenth found itself in the thick of the bloody, inconclusive 
battle of Seven Pines. J. F. Conner was killed. So were John Solo- 
mon and Patrick Skidmore. Among the wounded were James 
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Kiser, J. W. Mauney, David Roper, James Smith, and Sergeant 
Henry White. 

Bad times for the boys on the Peninsula, people told each other 
at home; but times had been bad, too, for the South Fork boys on 
the slopes of King’s Mountain eighty-two years ago. ‘Then, at the 
end of June, were fought the apocalyptic Seven Days’ Battles in 
front of Richmond—worse than King’s Mountain, worse than 
Hanover Court House or Seven Pines or anything else anybody in 
Gaston County had ever heard about. 

William Stowe’s Company M of the Sixteenth lost five killed 
and eight wounded. In Company B of the Twenty-eighth, cap- 
tained by William Stowe’s brother, Samuel, five were killed and 
five wounded. Company H of the Thirty-seventh, with Captain 
- William Morris at its head, lost six killed and four wounded. Com- 
pany H of the Forty-ninth, headed by Captain Charles Petty, had 
been in service less than three months; but seven of its number 
were killed and seven wounded during the Seven Days. Company 
H of the Twenty-third, under Captain W. P. Hill, was lucky, with 
one man killed and one wounded. 

The total reported loss among Gaston County troops during 
the Seven Days was twenty-four killed and twenty-five wounded— 
more than ten per cent of the total strength of the county’s infan- 
try companies. But if the folks at home mourned, they did not 
cower. 

More young men offered themselves for enlistment, to fill up 
the gaps from which their brothers and friends had been blown. 
Their mothers and sisters bade them farewell and tried not to 
show too many tears at parting. And the fighting went on. 

Jacob Froneberger wrote in his diary: 


On the 28th, 29th and 30th of August battles were fought each day 
at Manassas and in front of Washington and our army was victorious 
in each engagement, but with how much loss of life we have not 
learned. 


He put down his pen, and Gaston County learned about the 
loss of life. Old schoolfellows and the children of neighbors, who 
had survived by a miracle the big guns and small of the Seven 
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Days, had run out of luck at Second Manassas. John D. Smith and 
George Webb and James Fite had been killed to help the Con- 
federacy win that spectacular victory. Lieutenant Robert Ormand 
and eight others had been wounded.*° And the war was little more 
than a year old. The fighting and dying and suffering had just 
begun. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(February 15, 1862) 


Dear Companion: I am fully satisfied that I did right in starting 
out when I did to defend my country, though it is hard to be 
separated from an affectionate wife and our dear little children. 
It seems like making a sacrifice of all that is near and dear to us. 
At the same time I have strong hopes of meeting you all in this 
world again sooner or later. It is my constant prayer that you may 
all keep well and that God may give you courage to bear up under 
present circumstances and comfort and cheer your hearts in my 
absence. God has promised to be with us in the sixth trouble and 
will forsake us not in the seventh. Therefore let us put our trust 
in God as the only source of peace and happiness... . 


—William G. Morris, Home Letter 
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Victory and Defeat 


}& T OBODY knows how many Gaston County soldiers followed 
Xi the Stars and Bars. 

A very conservative estimate, made many years after the war, 
sets the figure at nearly 1,200, a good 200 more than the number 
of Gaston County’s voters in the election of 1860; but this is based 
on muster rolls of the companies enlisted and recruited from 
Gaston. Those rolls are incomplete, and the estimate takes no 
note of Gaston County men who joined units from other counties, 
even from other states. Another estimate is 1,500, which would be 
approximately a fifth of Gaston’s entire white population of both 
sexes and all ages at the start of the war. Very few of the county's 
men who were fit to march and shoot stayed out of the Confeder- 
ate Army.! 

The announcement of a universal draft stimulated voluntary 
enlistments, because a volunteer could go to a service and unit of 
his own choosing. In August of 1862, full forty-seven Gaston 
recruits were sworn into the badly riddled ranks of Company D 
of the Thirty-seventh, and underwent friendly joshing from their 


veteran kinsmen and neighbors in Company H. Other Gaston - 


units got recruits from home, singly and in small groups.” 

Some of these new volunteers got to their outfits in time for 
the march of Robert E. Lee into Maryland. Billy Stowe was lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the Sixteenth Regiment by then,’ and Company 
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M was commanded by Leroy Stowe. In the battle of Ox Hill, 
fought on the first day of September, Captain Leroy Stowe was 
disabled by a body wound. Several other Gaston County men were 
killed and wounded there. In mid-September, at Sharpsburg on 
the Antietam, Lee and McClellan fought each other to a standstill; 
and the fields, lanes, and creeks ran red with the blood of both 
armies.‘ 

William Morris, now acting as major of his regiment, was nick- 
named the Marshal Ney of the Thirty-seventh, and earnestly he 
strove to deserve that designation. On the retirement from Sharps- 
burg, the Thirty-seventh counter-charged the pressing advance 
guard of McClellan and forced it back, to gain time for the main 
army to ford the Potomac. 

The Yankees met the charge with a withering fire. The color 
sergeant went down, and then another man who caught up the 
flag. Morris himself seized the fallen colors, though the staff was 
broken. He raced toward the thickest of the fight. Suddenly he 
felt a slap on his shoulder, and paused to turn and look into the 
bearded face of General A. P. Hill. 

“What troops are these?’ asked the general. 

“A part of General Lane’s men,” Morris replied. 

“Brave men, brave men.” 

On toward the enemy Morris led his regiment. It checked the 
Federal advance, then fell away and crossed as the rear guard of 
the Gray Army. But Gaston County companies counted six dead 
and seven wounded after Sharpsburg. 

‘Then came Fredericksburg at Christmas time, where the Gray 
triumphed over the Blue but suffered greatly in its triumph. Ten 
Gaston County men were killed and wounded. Morris, again in 
the forefront, was shot through the ear, but did not leave the 
field.’ The casualty lists were becoming a familiar story at home, 
but did not lose their bitter impact with the familiarity. 

Not every man who wished to volunteer got to the front. Jasper 
Stowe, whose wife had died, was back at Stowe’s Factory. At forty- 
one he was ready to enlist; but Zebulon Vance, who had resigned 
an infantry colonelcy to become governor of North Carolina, posi- 
tively forbade him. 
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“Stowe, you shall not go into the army, Vance said earnestly. 
“No man in the South can take your place where you are.” 

Stowe accepted this stern though friendly decision. He and his 
brother Edwin, also a widower, ran the mill, while their sister, 
Miss Laura Stowe, cared for their children. Stowe’s Factory and 
the mills at Mountain Island and Woodlawn had seen their male 
spinners leave for army service, and were operated by women and 
children, with a number of Negro slaves at the looms.* One young- 
ster working at the Woodlawn factory was George A. Gray, eleven 
years old in 1862 and the youngest child of a widow. He swept the 
floor for a few cents a day, rising early and working late, and find- 
ing time now and then to read books and dream dreams.’ 

Coarse gray cloth, for army uniforms and shirts, was the princi- 
pal product of the looms.’ The Confederate money offered in pay- 
ment was of less and less value as time went on. 

The High Shoals Manufacturing Company was in trouble again. 
In 1862 it was sold to R. R. Bridgers and others, who tried to 
keep that old iron works in operation.’ 

If Jasper Stowe did not go into military service, other Stowes 
did, to the unlucky number of thirteen. Not all of them were 
fated to live through the war. When Emanuel Rudisill enlisted, 
nine of his brothers already were in the army. Six of James White's 
sons were volunteers. Twenty Gaston County Rhynes wore the 
gray, and twelve Costners. Other pioneer names were equally well 
represented." But there were not enough of them. 

Then came the spring of 1863, and Chancellorsville. 

That dread battle, the folk of Gaston County heard, resulted in 
the utter rout of an overwhelmingly numerous Federal army. But 
Stonewall Jackson, the mighty prop of the Confederate cause, had 
been killed, and with him under the shade of the trees rested 
soldiers from Gaston County. Again William Morris ‘was in the 
hottest of the conflict. As his men lay prone behind a railway 
embankment, resting their muskets on the rails to fire, the air 
around them filled with bullets and shells. They called for Morris 
to lie down, but he shook his head and stood defiantly erect. A 
fragment of shell struck and wounded his foot. Supporting his 
weight on one leg, he pointed to the spouting blood. 
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“See there,” Morris roared. “If I had been lying down it would 
have struck me in the head!” 

He made light of the wound, which healed quickly, and he was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel of the Thirty-seventh."! 
Billy Stowe was full colonel of the Sixteenth.!2 To many men who 
had followed these chieftains to the cannon’s very mouth came 
another and melancholy distinction. In sorrowing homes at Dallas, 
at Brevard Station, at Cherryville, along the South Fork, and else- 
where, the Gaston County dead were mourned: M. L. Aderholdt, 
J. W. Austin, James Clark, Caleb Costner, Nathan Dellinger, 
David Dunn, J. C. Ford, James McKee, Ephraim Pasour, Samuel 
Pasour, R. H. Reid, A. M. Roberts, John B. Smith, John A. Smith, 
Thomas A. Wilson. And the wounded were numerous, too, and 
some of them might not recover. Victory at Chancellorsville came 
at an agonizing price. ‘ 

Summer was upon Dallas as Jacob Froneberger turned again to 


his diary: 


Last winter was a remarkably mild winter. We had no snow and 
very little ice. The spring was very wet and the prospect was good for 
a large crop of wheat, but in April it set in dry and when the wheat 
began to head we had several foggy mornings which blasted the wheat 
and the crop proved a failure. 

‘Through the South many of our best farmers did not raise half the 
amount of the seed they had sown, the dry weather has continued 
through the summer. There’s not been rain to soak the ground since 
June. The corn crop will be a light one and provisions will be very 
high and scarce. Flour is now selling at $11 per 100 Ibs. 


But another bountiful harvest was reaped that summer season, 
with lead and steel for sickles, as officers and men Jacob Frone- 
berger knew went northward again with Lee, through Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, to converge on a little college town called 
Gettysburg. 

The first Gaston men to enter Gettysburg were Captain W. P. 
Hill’s Company H of the Twenty-third North Carolina, of Iver- 
son’s Brigade, Rhodes’ Division, of the Second Corps. It was not 
an easy entrance. Strong Federal forces made a stubborn fight of it 
on July 1, and Lieutenant J. M. Kendrick was captured and four 
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men of Company H killed before they reached the streets and 
squinted toward the hills beyond, where the bloody fighting went 
on the next day and the next. 

On July 3, Lee ordered Major-General George Pickett to storm 
Cemetery Ridge with 15,000 men. Had Pickett taken his objective, 
the battle would have been won, possibly the war. But it was not 
to turn out that way. 

In that single charge, ten Gaston men were killed and twenty- 
three wounded, including Major Samuel Stowe and Captain 
Thomas Smith. Long, long ago in 1861, Stowe and Smith had 
helped to organize and enlist the South Fork Farmers as Company 
B of the T'wenty-eighth. Many others were taken prisoner—did 
they live or die in enemy hands?!? Nobody could say for certain. 

Lieutenant-colonel William Morris was one of the captured. 
Characteristically, he was out in front of the Thirty-seventh as it 
literally waded through a driving storm of lead on the way up the 
slope. At the top was a stone wall, and over it leaped Morris, with 
twenty North Carolinians at his heels. They found themselves in 
the thick of the bluecoated defenders, surrounded and swallowed 
up by tremendous numbers. In bitter, furious despair, Morris 
thrust the blade of his sword between the logs of a shed and broke 
it in two rather than surrender it to his captors.'4 

Back from that battered ridge top, the survivors of the terrible 
volleys were forced to retreat. On the way home to Virginia, Com- 
pany M of the Sixteenth was in repeated rearguard actions. Again 
there was a crossing of the Potomac, at Falling Waters, and a skir- 
mish to cover it. Lieutenant W. W. Noland, who had survived the 
decimating tempest of shot, shell, and shrapnel on Cemetery 
Ridge, was killed. 

Dismaying in Gaston County was the news from Gettysburg. 
That news sickened hearts to mourning, but not yet to despair. 
Again recruits offered themselves to fill the gaps. In August, 
eighteen-year-old James Pinckney Stowe, son of the younger Jacob 
Stowe, joined Company M of the Sixteenth, the honor unit which 
so proudly had marched away in May of 1861 and now, scarred 
and ragged and war-toughened, faced a new Federal thrust above 
the Rapidan River in Virginia. The boy’s fine marksmanship won 
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him assignment to the corps of sharpshooters, and he prowled the 
Virginia wilderness to snipe at the Federals. Into Company H 
of the Thirty-seventh, at about the same time, went young Mat- 
thew Block. Company B of the Twenty-eighth, the South Fork 
Farmers, was strengthened that September by Alonzo and John 
Abernathy, J. P. Beatty, and James Harris. James Crawford, 
Joseph Costner, M. B. Helton, E. A. McNair, and Edward and 
J. F. Whitesides went to Company H of the Forty-ninth.'® 

But these were not enough, not nearly enough. How many Gas- 
ton County soldiers had fallen in battle so far—seventy, eighty? It 
was hard to count them exactly, when others were falling every 
day. 

Unhappiness weighted the hand of Jacob Froneberger, writing 
in his journal on February 14, 1864. His words did not read like 
a valentine: 


In the beginning of this year we had severe cold weather which con- 
tinued up to the middle of January.... The war is upon our country 
yet and no prospects of its coming to a close. On the 25th March next 
the enrolling officers of the Confederacy are to be here to enroll and 
conscript all able bodied men to 45 years of age.... 


‘The younger men were already in the army. With the new draft, 
nobody would be left at home but the women and girls, the boys 
and the grandfathers. As for living conditions: 


... Provisions are scarce and high, gold:and silver are not known as 
a currency now. One dollar in gold is worth twenty-five in Confederacy 
currency and all purchases are made with the paper currency. Conse- 
quently, prices are high, cotton cards are worth $50 a pair, cotton cloth 
$5 per yard and woolen jeans about $12 per yd., wheat is worth $12 a 
bushel, pork is worth $1.74 lb. In traveling it is nothing uncommon to 
pay from $10 to $15 for a nighi’s lodging. Spun yarn is selling at $40 
per 5 lbs. and all other articles are proportionately high.... 


County and state taxes were collected in kind, chiefly meal, 
smoked pork, vegetables, and similar produce. This was stored in 
the railway depot at Brevard Station for shipment to army store- 
houses. Sometimes a thief broke into the depot and stole food. 
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None of the hungry neighbor folk greatly blamed such a pilferer.!” 

In May, the age for military service was lowered to seventeen, 
and ninety-five Gaston County boys gathered to form a company 
to follow the Gaston Guards, the Gaston Blues, the South Fork 
Farmers, and those other companies into battle. They went by 
train from Brevard Station to Charlotte, where they slept all night 
on grain sacks in the railroad station and next day elected officers. © 
J. Q. Holland was their teen-aged captain. On they went to the 
training camp at Raleigh, where they were joined by a party of 
Lincoln County recruits and became Company C of the Seventy- 
first North Carolina Regiment. They were sent to duty at Weldon, 
just south of the Virginia line below Richmond.'8 

Their older kinsmen had been fighting hard all that May, in 
‘the campaign of the Wilderness. Casualties were heavy at Spottsyl- 
vania and Cold Harbor. In the summer came battle in the trenches 
around Petersburg against the besieging divisions of Ulysses S. 
Grant, and the campaign in the Shenandoah Valley that surged 
against the very gates of Washington before it was swept back. 
And, late in the year, came defeats. 

On September 27, 1864, Jacob Froneberger noted the course of 
history: 


Most of the latest battles have been unfavorable to the South. Gen- 
eral Early met with a severe defeat in the Valley of Virginia last week 
and the Yankees are closely besieging Petersburg. The war is pressing 
very heavily upon the welfare of every family in the Confederacy. I 
think that all classes of men and women in the Confederacy are more or 
less distressed by the war and fear the worst has not been attained. 


It was a true judgment. True for the front of battle as for home 
fields. Men of all ranks fell to Yankee bullets. Billy Stowe, now a 
full colonel and commander of the Sixteenth, was struck down in 
a battle below Richmond. The ball drove through his cheek and 
lodged in the back of his neck. He lay motionless as stretcher 
bearers stooped above him. | 

“He 1s a colonel,” said one, pointing to the braid on Stowe’s uni- 
form. “We will take him, though he will be dead before we reach 
help.” 
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But Colonel Stowe survived, recovered, and returned to duty, 
with the bullet still lodged so close to his spine that it could never 
be removed.!® 3 

Sharpshooter Pinckney Stowe, in the midst of another fight, saw 
the proud flag of the Sixteenth fall as its bearer was shot from 
under it. He hurried and caught up the star-crossed banner, em- 
broidered with the names of bloody conflicts—Seven Pines, Cedar 
Run, Sharpsburg, Mechanicsville, Frayser’s Farm, Harpers Ferry, 
Gettysburg, and others too numerous for the flag itself and so 
stitched on ribbons bound to the staff. The young sharpshooter 
bore the flag through the engagement, then handed it to his friend 
Emanuel Rudisill, promoted to color sergeant to replace the dead 
one.”° | 

There were deserters, fugitives from the hunger, exhaustion, 
and peril of war, and those who returned to Gaston County were 
not despised by all their kin and friends. Here and there, some 
Gastonites not only prayed for peace but worked for it. They be- 
longed to the Peace Society, “The Heroes of America” as they 
named themselves." Others called them by names less compli- 
mentary. Governor Vance’s proclamation of amnesty to all who 
would rejoin their regiments brought most of the deserters back. 
But, wrote Froneberger: ‘“We have two in the Dallas Company 
to catch yet.. 

From down in Georgia echoed the tramp of Sherman’s destroy- 
ing army, marching to the sea. Desperate officials organized even 
the non-combatants of the Confederate service, the mechanics, 
teamsters, and clerks, into armed regiments for the defense of 
North Carolina. Enough Gaston specialists were mustered at Salis- 
bury to make a company for the Eighty-second Regiment; and Jas- 
per Stowe, listening no more to the arguments of Governor Vance, 
became its lieutenant-colonel.” By February 12, 1865, Jacob 
Froneberger was in the service on the North Carolina coast. He 
was with the army that left Wilmington, while a Federal host 
landed to close the Confederacy’s last open port. And early in 
March, Sherman entered North Carolina. 

At Bentonville, 20,000 Confederates under Joe Johnston fought 
Sherman’s 60,000 for three days. The teen-age infantry under 
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young Captain J. Q. Holland in the Seventy-first bore their share 
of the battle like men. Sylvanus Froneberger survived the fight, 
but on the retreat from Bentonville on March 21 he huddled 
under an oak for shelter from a driving thunderstorm. Lightning 
struck the tree and killed him instantly. Westward through North 
Carolina the others retired that April, trying to escape from Sher- 
man; and westward through Virginia retired the army of Robert | 
E. Lee, trying to escape from Grant. 

Near Appomattox, Color-Sergeant Emanuel Rudisill, Pinckney 
Stowe, Wiley McKee, and John Jarrett turned from the march to 
cook rations. Union soldiers appeared and cut them off from their 
regiment. Before they could rejoin, they heard that Lee had 
surrendered. 

Rudisill had the flag of the Sixteenth. Yonder at Appomattox, 
he knew, bullet-ripped colors were being given up, along with the 
muskets and cannon. Let the Yankees have this flag, too? No, the 
four boys decided. They ripped it from its staff, folded it small, 
and sewed it into the lining of Rudisill’s worn gray jacket. Then 
they trudged away south toward Gaston County.” 

Johnston, too, surrendered his army later in April at Greens- 
boro, and the boys of Holland’s company could come home. 

But before any of these soldiers returned to Gaston County, 
Federal cavalry rode into Dallas. They were Ohioans, Pennsyl- 
vanians, and Michiganders of General William J. Palmer’s Bri- 
gade, heading southward in pursuit of the fugitive President Jef- 
ferson Davis of the fading Confederate States of America.”* 

Palmer’s men were happy and self-congratulatory. They camped 
in the courthouse square and drank whiskey. Though noisy, they 
were not particularly fearsome. But one trooper of the Twelfth 
Ohio Cavalry entered the office of Register of Deeds Samuel Jar- 
rett, whipped open a big ledger, and wrote and signed his opinion 
of Southern ideals and behavior. His language was vigorous, and 
not all of it printable: 


I say god dam your rebel harts to hell, for yo hante. fit to 
sees tee tenes --- so Loock out for the Yankeys 
in A D 1865 
John Berk 
CoI 120C* 
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THEN AND THERE 
(July 30, 1864) 


Near Martinsburg, Va. 
July 30th, 1864 

Mrs. Crawford, 

Crowder’s Creek 


Dear Sister, 

I became acquainted with your Husband soon after he entered 
the army. As his Chaplain I watched over him & often talked with 
him. I found him a quict, modest, firm follower of Christ. I loved 
him very much. He fell at his post, nobly defending his home, wife 
& children, against the most heartless foe that ever invaded any 
people. Living close to Jesus I am sure he now rests with Him. He 
was killed on May 12 & the ground on which he fell was held by 
the enemy until May 15. Some of his own Co. found his dead body 
on Sunday & buried it, as soldiers bury fallen comrades, with great 
tenderness. 

I am sorry that his grave could not be marked, so as to enable 
you to have his body removed. 

Oh Sister! It is truly sad to think that you can never visit his 
grave & plant a flower, & shed a tear, & utter a prayer there in all 
the solemn stillness of the City of the Dead.... | 


—A. D. Betts, Chaplain, Thirtieth N. C. Regiment, 
_ Letter to Mrs. E. J. Crawford of Gaston County 


ei re EN! Shh NN Hoya here ane ne, eg 
Shh y ’ " ; 
ee ee neem ix me eee 


o | ais 
7 1 12 ny 4: Ghee URS PG] hb (i 
( : yy Wa wy io y % iM ¥ a whi oh n , Ni . | | , 

" y | J ’ i > ‘ 1% : { é : Tay 1 or Ve Ag aie cf ; rae inate “aan it hes 
ta Nig RY a eet os ER nee ell caleee Vek 


7 os 


gt gee ee ee 
Mee col vist. ry hea Ue Mery d oh bath rae ie ! v 
ie t ebay vale \! : f ; “y Car | 

ine hava stern Tai lb’ Ode) aes . ne is ’ i? 


ae i 7 
tia a le oe iad nn omenad I : 
altiw boalei aotto 3 sid rove b vi we Fie ah ea y 

- Bavol 1 seit 20 tewollod med te tts a aeiup s mid bayol I 
Sthy seod eid gribreted yldon avog aid 49 lol oH .fowat xray 
yrs bobsvith tov sar 90t pHi quoi old Jectisge wenblido 2 
oH tik dtiw eseot wort ori orice site L ees], ot szolo gaivit slqoaq 
qd bod anw Ustad doirtw, mo bansong ova 2 ei ysM_ oo hallid esw 
xhod besb aid bavol .oD swe eid 41 veM litow yma ond ae 
ven dsiw aaberaoo seanaooisclte cheng o> ee 


o 


ee Se eee 


pee any: hook ile ae ek Oa aE erin Syne ciae sete aie. 
hadibae tia at ae sen) NL ieNa 7 fp -gaitin nie For enka, bait 
‘adage | aaa exe Me Le Dr ihee ae ay ie ips bait ee i 
idcaie site ets Vaestincindh ate lithe ae ek ataettt ih | | 
” 8d Pe Sled ated ; 


olay : Al’ y 
"Gh be? itt Vy ie ee me SH MiGhe ok 


Via’ ; 7 c e ; bbe eta” ee x rd ot) : 
| Be euch se jt envy a a vat ty eee 
| | So at en Ete ae Remmi 15 ‘ | 
q Mi - , : - if : . iy ; rs 
7 c LS 7 % 6 f ny * 5 ” OG ss tk 7 
4 7 7 _ a 
fg : . ma vi t ae c J ’ : " 
; fe. : ie ry) 6 : i ; Hi, P * p y 
‘| ree ee of nae uy Lan ree : hit Beaty ae 
aE et , 


- | ean hon aaa 
aes 
4 


SRE EAT IM MELEE BIOS LE NN LE EM ORL NE SED PO te Pe Nee et SO SE SDR Mme wre Meister ae RIM AL RES RES ST Te) 
EL RON RS IR TE NE SEI RAIA ET ELT POISE TE Ree s 
A I NN ae SN TE IO ' 


Reconstruction’s Woes 


EACE had come to the land, but it was not a quiet peace. 
Palmer’s cavalry rode away toward the south after Jefferson 
Davis, and on May 9 another Federal force arrived. The next day 
Jacob Froneberger walked into Dallas from the disbanding of 
Johnston’s army; and, though he had a parole in his pocket, he 
was put under arrest. The Yankee troops remained until May 15, 
‘then departed, having confiscated a number of horses. Some 
Negroes, lured by the news of freedom, trailed off behind the Fed- 
erals. Others stayed in their cabins, slowly revolving in their minds 
the assurance that they were slaves no more, weightily deciding 
how they would live and act as citizens. 

On May 19 a third military force arrived, a regiment com- 
manded by a colonel named Wheeler, and made something of a 
permanent headquarters at the courthouse. 

“They have come to restore order and enforce civil law, which 
is very much needed in this community,” wrote Jacob Froneber- 
ger, who had been released.1 Some were in no mood to do anything 
like that. They roamed the roads and trails of the county, confis- 
cating horses, raiding smoke houses, and burning barns and sheds. 
A company of them rode up to Solomon Hoffman’s grist mill at 
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Spencer Mountain, took what flour and meal they wanted, and 


poured out the rest on the ground. Then they rode along South 
Fork to the Pinhook mill of the Linebergers. The superintendent, 


a Pennsylvania German named Bill Sahams, came to the door and 
hailed them. 
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“Who's there?” he called. 

“Yankees,” was the reply. 

“So am I,” declared Sahams cheerfully. “Come on in.” 

A Blue trooper leaned forward in his saddle. ‘“Well, if it ain’t 
old Bill Sahams!”’ he cried, and dismounted to shake the hand of 
his old neighbor. 

The soldiers announced that they had come to burn the mill. 
Sahams argued plausibly that the war was over and that the Union 
would be in no way advantaged by such destruction; but that he, 
himself a Northerner and a Unionist, would be left jobless if the 
mill were ruined. The troops expressed friendly sympathy and 
spared the mill, but burned the bridge across the South Fork. 

Less mercy was shown by a fierce thunderstorm, during which a 
flash of lightning set fire to a thousand bales of cotton in the Line- 
berger warehouse. | 

Another Union soldier, a tall Wisconsin Dutchman named John 
Campo, also was in a plundering mood one noon as he entered the 
store kept by John G. Lewis at Dallas. Lewis was at dinner, but 
his smal] daughter Denie sat behind the counter and saw Campo 
stealthily pick up a pair of boots and walk out. 

Little Denie told her father, who reported the incident to the 
officer in command. Campo was identified and placed under arrest. 
His comrades marched away from Dallas while he was still in jail, 
and when he was set free again, he announced that he would stay 
and live in Gaston County.® 

The iron works at High Shoals was sold to Admiral Charles 
Wilkes, late of the Union Navy. Wilkes was notable throughout 
the world for having nearly brought the Union into war with 
England by his forcible taking of Confederate commissioners from 
the British steamer Trent. He was less prepossessed by Dallas and 
the surrounding region than was Campo. 

“Almost thorough starvation from the failure of last year’s 
crop,” he wrote a friend. “Ten beggars here to one in Washington, 
whole families coming in from South Carolina to seek food and 
obtain employment. Agriculturists...entirely stripped by the 
Confederacy and... forced into the ranks to return to their poor 
wives and children destitute and unable to get any work....A 
more completely crushed country I have seldom witnessed.’ 
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For the returning Confederate soldiers, it was a time of com- 
promise making. Emanuel Rudisill and his comrades, who had 
come home from Appomattox without surrendering, sought out 
an army officer at Dallas and took the formal oath of allegiance to 
the Union. They did not give up the flag they had brought home, 
however. When Rudisill went to Texas to seek a new career, he 
took the flag with him. 

Pinckney Stowe and that other excellent marksman, his brother 
Charles Theodore, were comforted to find their bright-eyed 
sweethearts waiting to welcome them. Pinckney married Miss 
Myra Kendrick,> and Theodore married Miss Margaret Ann 
Sloan. ‘They found it hard to make a living in the prostrate county. 
But Charles Theodore Stowe was lucky. 

Near ‘T'uckaseege Ford lived a family friend, old Samuel Ewing, 
who was the son of the Revolutionary soldier, Hugh Ewing. The 
old man’s wife had died, his daughter was married and living else- 
where, and his Negro servants had left the Ewing farm in search 
of work. Ewing invited the bride and groom to visit him and then 
made them an offer. Let them move in with him permanently, act 
the part of dutiful son and daughter, care for him and his property. 
Thus they could support themselves, and after his death they 
could count on a bequest from him of a house and two hundred 
acres of land.® 

At Dallas, the officials of 1865 were all former Secessionists. 
W. D. Glenn served as clerk of the court, James F. White as sheriff, 
and Amzi Ford as register of deeds.7 In Raleigh, W. W. Holden 
was appointed provisional governor by the victorious Northern 
authorities. At once he called a convention to alter the state con- 
stitution and bring North Carolina back into the Union. Gaston 
County sent Dr. William Sloan, moderate, thoughtful, and trust- 
worthy, as a delegate. The constitution was rewritten to abolish 
slavery, repeal the ordinance of secession, and provide for an elec- 
tion in November of state officials and legislators. But a proposal 
to repudiate North Carolina’s war debt met with fierce opposition, 
as did Holden’s candidacy for governor. 

Gaston County found many of its ex-Confederate citizens under 
proscriptions that kept them from voting. Those who could vote 
favored ratification of the constitution, 227 to 88,8 and carried the 
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county for Holden, 466 votes against 163 for Conservative Jona- 
than Worth.’ David A. Jenkins, a moderate Unionist who did his 
best to deserve his nickname of ‘““Honest Dave,” was elected to the 
House of Commons.’ The state as a whole repudiated the pro- 
posed new constitution and elected Worth over Holden. Then 
came the passage of state legislation that angered the Federal Con- 
gress, and North Carolina was put under a military dictatorship 
until new officials could be elected and laws passed acceptable to 
the party in power. 

‘The Republicans grew strong in Gaston and elsewhere, but not 
without difficulty. Quarrels grew fiercer and more frequent, with 
violence here and there. In 1866, Worth was elected governor 
again; but Gaston County showed a narrow margin, 258 to 252, 
in favor of his Republican opponent, Alfred Dockery. Jenkins was 
barred from service in the Legislature as a former Confederate; 
and by the fall of 1867, when another constitutional convention 
was offered to the voters, the state’s Republican leaders estimated 
that their party had come to a position of clear domination in 
Gaston, 735 registered voters to 159 for the Conservatives." 

Gaston voted in favor of the convention, but the local Conserva- 
tives showed surprising strength; the Republicans carried the 
county by only 802 to 602. Milot J. Aydlott was the county dele- 
gate to the convention, which rewrote North Carolina’s constitu- 
tion in terms that were approved in Washington.” Slavery was 
abolished, Negroes were officially given the vote, the county court 
system and the elective Council of State were discontinued, and 
the name of the House of Commons was changed to the House of 
Representatives. Jonas Hoffman, who voted with the Republicans, 
but not with particular vehemence or radicalism, was elected rep- 
resentative from Gaston that year; Lawson A. Mason, an earnest 
Democrat of Dallas, went to the state senate.'® 

In the fall there was a sharply contested election for President, 
Congress, and governor. In Gaston County, some of the Repub- 
licans formed a chapter of the pugnacious Union League, which 
issued threats and warnings to Conservative voters. Particularly 
bitter was Republican feeling against a number of Negroes who 
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announced that they would join their former masters in the Con- 
servative ranks. 

As election day neared, Negro Republicans singled out as targets 
two Conservatives of their own race who lived in Dallas, Virgil 
Ramsour and John Abernathy. The houses of both these men 
were bombarded with rocks and clods. Ramsour’s door was 
smashed in and he was dragged out to face officials of the League. 
He was told that for him to depart from his earlier allegiance to 
the Republican party amounted to perjury and treason and that 
he could be sent to prison unless he recanted. Cowed, he promised 
to be a Republican again, but Abernathy braved threats and stones 
to cast his vote with the Conservatives. 

Such terrorism helped to carry Gaston County for the Repub- 
licans, by a margin of four to three. The county was recorded as 
in favor of Grant for President and Holden for governor. At the 
courthouse were Republican officials, more or less earnest in 
party affairs and public service—G. W. McKee as sheriff, IE. H. 
Withers as clerk, and C. C. Withers as register of deeds. But the 
lively events of the election brought reprisals, at the hands of the 
white-robed Ku Klux Klan. 

In October of 1868, just before election, Klansmen had begun 
to ride through Gaston County by night. Apparently the gospel of 
the Invisible Empire came from South Carolina, scene of bitter 
political strife. The membership was a shuddersome secret, but 
among its leaders were men of position and respectability in the 
region, including Attorney Calvin E. Grier, Attorney David 
Schenck, and John G. Lewis, the merchant. One unit of the Klan 
maintained its headquarters in the cellar of the old Dallas tavern, 
on the northeast corner of the courthouse square. Robes were 
stored there, and meetings were held. A dramatic oath was admin- 
istered to new members: 


I, before the Immaculate Judge of heaven and earth, and upon the 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, do, of my own free will and accord, 
subscribe to the following sacredly binding obligations: 

First. We are on the side of justice, humanity, and constitutional 
liberty, as bequeathed to us in its purity by our forefathers. 
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Second. We oppose and reject the principles of the radical party. 

Third. We pledge mutual aid to each other in sickness, distress, and 
pecuniary embarrassment. 

Fourth. Females, friends, widows, and their households shall ever be 
special objects of our regard and protection. 

Fifth. Any member divulging or causing to be divulged any of the 
foregoing obligations shall meet the fearful penalty and traitor’s doom, 
which is death, death, death! 


Partakers in these obligations were especially opposed to the 
behavior of peace officers of the Reconstruction forces and assured 
each other that G. W. Logan, judge of the Superior Court in the 
district, was allowing lawlessness. Grier spoke against violence, but 
his followers disagreed. Several Reconstruction leaders were 
whipped and their houses set afire in 1869. 

The Union League and kindred organizations struck back in 
their turn that summer. 7 

Their first victims were a Lutheran minister, the Reverend J. R. 
Peterson, and a farmer, H. R. Huffstetler, both outspoken Demo- 
crats. ‘heir houses were burned. Another Democrat, Frank 
Thompson, was able to extinguish the flames that threatened his 
house, but his smoke house and supply of meat were destroyed. 
One night late in the following January, Dallas woke up to shouts 
of alarm and the flickering light of flames. No less than three barns 
in the town were afire. One belonged to James H. White himself. 

Growing bolder, the Radical societies sent blistering threats to 
Grier and other leading Democrats that “the ladder and the rope 
were ready.” Grier was told that he would be dragged from his 
home and hanged and that a large force stood ready to carry out 
the execution. He and several friends sat up all one night with 
weapons in their hands, expecting an attack. 

‘These challenges brought about a new flurry of floggings, burn- 
ings, and other reprisals by the Klan, so extreme a program of vio- 
lence that David Schenck felt obliged to leave the order. Another - 
Klansman, Nathan Scoggins, so far departed from his frightening 
oath as to join Reconstructionists, become a United States commis- 
sioner, and visit rough treatment upon several Democrats charged 
with Klan activity. But as these men left the Klan, others joined. 
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One was Anderson Davis, who earlier had been an enthusiastic 
rioter of the Union League. Under cover of Klan operations, he 
became a notable burglar and robber, but was at last arrested and 
imprisoned. 

By mid-1870, Governor Holden was justifiably worried about 
carrying the November elections for the Republican ticket and 
feared for his supporters in Gaston and elsewhere. He called upon 
Colonel George Washington Kirk, an unsavory Tennesseean who 
during the war had been a Union raider, to raise a special militia 
force. Kirk obliged by enlisting hundreds of volunteers only 
slightly less insolent and brutal than himself. W. S. McKee was 
commissioned captain of a company enlisted in Gaston, which 
company was ordered to remain in its native county as a force to 
control the vote of that region. 

These raffish militiamen in untidy blue uniforms did little to 
endear themselves to their neighbors. They robbed and insulted 
farmers in the vicinity of their camp on the railroad west of the 
Catawba. One of them, a private named Boyce Weir, pistol- 
whipped a Democrat named Robinson on no apparent provoca- 
tion and was arrested for assault with a deadly weapon; but Judge 
Logan, strongly pro-Holden and pro-Kirk, casually decreed: “Let 
him be fined a penny and the costs.” Another militiaman 
attempted to rape a respectable girl, then fled as neighbors hurried 
to the sound of her screams. He was tried and convicted, and 
Logan fined him ten dollars. 

Election of county officials and members of the legislature was 
called for August, and both sides campaigned vigorously. Many 
Negroes publicly announced that they were joining the Demo- 
cratic party. As election day drew near, one young Negro Demo- 
crat, Levi Guion, declared that he would not cast a vote at all. 
Union Leaguers cursed and threatened him on the main street of 
Dallas. On election night, Guion’s corn patch was razed to the 
ground and his fence torn down. 

Worse than that was planned for John Abernathy, who had 
voted Democratic in 1868. Several hundred Republicans of his 
race marched upon his home in Dallas, pounding on tin pans, 
blowing horns, and firing pistols. The town’s police force was 
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afraid to interfere. A chorus of voices bawled for Abernathy to 
come out and be ridden on a rail. Out came Abernathy, a shotgun 
in his hands. As loudly as the loudest, he swore to shoot the first of 
the rioters who would step into his yard. The mob fled."4 

This terrorism did not suffice, however, to hold Gaston County 
for the Republicans. J. G. Gullick, a Democrat, was elected to 
replace Jonas Hoffman in the House of Representatives.% E. H. 
Withers, who had abandoned all pretense of adherence to Recon- 
struction, remained as clerk of the court, and M. S. Withers, his 
Democratic kinsman, was the new register of deeds. A close con- 
test developed between the two candidates for sheriff, Republican 
G. W. McKee and Democrat Robert D. Rhyne.!® McKee claimed 
to be elected, but the county commissioners refused to let him 
~ make bond and ordered him out of his office. 

Kirk’s disreputable militia was disbanded, and when the Legis- 
lature met in December, impeachment proceedings were brought 
against Governor Holden. The following spring he was expelled 
from office and the lieutenant-governor, Tod Caldwell, took his 
place. Congressmen, legislators, and local officials throughout 
North Carolina were predominantly Democratic. In Gaston 
County, relieved citizens felt assured that home rule had been 
restored. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(December, 1868) 


I think that the organization that commenced in Gaston 
County, in 1868, was an offshoot of the [Ku Klux Klan] organiza- 
tion in South Carolina....I was informed that the “Invisible 
Empire,” whose name I did not know then, was gotten up as.a 
counteracting movement to these Republican societies. I refused 
at first, on account of my well-known opposition to secret political 
societies, to join it, until I was led to believe that it was the only 
effectual way to defeat the other political party. The obligation as 
repeated to me was simply a declaration of those principles which 
I openly espoused, and I honestly thought then, and do now, that 
the original purpose of those who initiated me was to promote 
party interests in a lawful way, but it either became perverted or 
they were mistaken in its objects, for it degenerated into a mob of 
rioters and marauders, who plundered and abused friend and foe 
alike, sparing neither party nor sex. 


—David Schenck, quoted in TEstimony TAKEN BY THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE To INQUIRE INTO THE CONDITION OF AFFAIRS 
IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES (1872) 
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Back in Business 


F POLITICS had harsh years in Gaston County after the Civil 
War, so also did the trades and professions. 

At the war’s beginning, the farms were rich and prosperous; the 
iron works at High Shoals and the various gold mines and the 
three cotton factories were all productive. But after Appomattox, 
these things seemed worn and despondent, like the men who had 
lived through four years of strife. 

The machinery of the cotton mills was outworn and outmoded, 
and limped along at only token activity. The disastrous fire that 
had destroyed a thousand bales of priceless cotton in the Pinhook 
warehouses almost, but not quite, put the resolute Linebergers 
out of business.! Stowe’s Factory, too, was almost idle.2 The Moun- 
tain Island Mill, still operated by Thomas Tate and his sons, 
struggled to keep going with a reduced sheaf of orders and a 
skeleton crew of loom tenders.® 

Admiral Charles Wilkes, who had taken over the historic Fulen- 
wider iron works at High Shoals, had a contract of sale but no 
deed; and when he was unable to meet the purchase price the for- 
mer owners, headed by R. R. Bridgers, advertised the property 
for public sale. Wilkes was in possession of the buildings and 
machinery, however, and refused to give them up to the trustees. 
Disingenuously he appealed to the Federal government to confis- 
cate the works as having belonged to Confederates who had oper- 
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ated it to aid the Rebellion. The case was tried in court after court, 
while Wilkes continued to turn out limited batches of pig iron 
for sale.‘ 

Another enterprise, the King’s Mountain gold mine once oper- 
ated by the Wilsons, also continued, though with the scantiest of 
profits, under the direction of V. A. Johnston and, later, under 
that of N. Richards.® 

To the farms, at least, men could turn with some hope of repay- 
ment for their labor. Grain and cotton were needed, and farmers 
could raise their own food. Returned from the war, Colonel Wil- 
liam Stowe went energetically to work on a large, prosperous 
plantation near Stowe’s Factory. His brother Jasper, disheartened 
by the reverses to his cotton-weaving industry, lived with him and 
managed to be cheerful, and even active politically and socially.® 
Colonel William G. Morris was released from his war prison in 
the North. He, too, resumed his farming north of Dallas, working 
hard in the fields and sometimes engaging in building and 


carpentry.’ 


In Dallas, new businesses were begun. No less than five hotels 
were established during the half decade that followed the Civil 
War, and S. and M. Withers built a carriage and wagon factory. 
The iron produced at High Shoals was used by three blacksmith 
brothers, Wade, Jesse, and Ephraim Holland, to make a variety of 
articles, from jew’s-harps to farm implements and wagon tires.® 
Gaston Academy was built, a modest log house eighteen feet by 
thirty with split log benches. A. B. Davie was its first headmaster.® 

If the Gaston Academy was rustic, other schools throughout the 
county were downright primitive, housed in buildings that were 
little more than rough shanties. But the teachers often were nota- 
ble. At these simple schools centered many community activities: 
socials, political meetings, elections, assemblies of all sorts.!° 

For a brief while, a distinguished new resident lived near the 
old Caldwell place west of the Catawba in the Woodlawn neigh- 
borhood. This was Lieutenant-General Daniel Harvey Hill, com- 
mander of North Carolina troops in the first victorious battle of 
the Confederacy at Big Bethel and a hero of Sharpsburg, Chicka- 
mauga, and Bentonville. The Model Farm, Hill named his home; 


Airy ; / ’ we ee 
; ; i ete ‘ean vee Cats 
Paneth eetifemnctrn enon nk nthe kicAie4: SACOM see cowie 4 Phelan eray Mie WDA Niel ee ; 
Q Ce 4 i Pe Sams ON aye 
ee Sal ’ : ; ¢ J ib ei ME 2 
. ? y 


aCe eseonteoi haath 


‘thidcs vache fant it bales exteands Seth nein ade Sten arheds z) 


nori pig Io zadaisd besimnit 100 ated: of beanisava eedliW stidw 


‘alte tol 
_staqo sno stim blog siesvoM e'gntA ot oeitqroiae todionA 


Jo tesitnss. ody ditw dgvods .bounimwo oela eaosiW oils yd bots 
rohaus eet ris morandol AT ad ‘motes1ib ot tobaus -,2owg 
ghrerdoi A .Al2o teed 

-yeqst Io sqod srmoz ditw emu) blago ose Jesol 3s eomeal odd oT 
rrsertel bas \bobeen stow cotta bide mist -rodsl tisdt 10) dom 
JiW fonoloD asw sds tom baivrgsoet hoot avo tists setet bigos 
euorsgeory syral 6 ‘19 Azow of Yiiitegions ta2w goss anual 
honssrssdeib sroqes] record aiF wore eowow ten novsinsly 
bos mid dtiw bovil wneubai gareew-noros eid 03 eetaver ods yd 
*liniooe bes yllactilog ovitos mov bas .lutrseds od of bogenso 
ci aoeitq th aid arbi] boenslon ev iroM .O msilliW lsnoled 
gridrow esiist to dion gained eit bosruest 00) 9H Ara sds 
Bas poibliad of~yatgegas ewaieroe bas eblsi a ni brad 


"ISG IES 
elosod svt mary zal oN aged saw cevsniend wou alls cl 


livid ods bawollol 1sd3 sbspeb Mad ack goiwub bedeidsies o1aw 
ioios) sogsw bas sgsitiss s slipd eodaiW .M bas 2 bas wW 
diimedosld soxda yd boat esw aeode dgill 1s hsouborq mori od T 
Io woitsy:s. dsm 0} baslloH minndg’ bas se] obs W eredtord 
‘zeit nogew bos wapsarlqet satel ov aqrad-ewol mon alvin 
yd 39? masiigis sevod, gol xehom s sliud eau yusbsod, roses 
* rotenetbsod sexi ati ew sive A A 2osoned gol pe gah wy 
‘silt dwodguords eloordse 19d30. oiveust aw yutebs9A soresd aki 
stow gsi) egaibliod ai boesod sgiserwob or 
“0 SISW naito erodass) ot a8. cs savor asds Om 
sisivitgs pinumees yasm bare aloord>: olqaniz seat 3 
 stt0e Lis Io avildarsees, peioitoel, egnitssar [s2isifog 
oats, rsom bavil isobiess. : vib « olidw, sind 4 


a 


106 The County of Gaston 


but his efforts to farm it in model fashion were unsuccessful, and 
after a year he changed the name to Hardscrabble, sold the place, 
and moved to Charlotte." 

Yet most people who lived in Gaston County stayed there. In 
1870, the population was 12,602, an increase of more than 3,000 
in the dreadful decade of war and Reconstruction. Of these citt- 
zens, 8,430 were white, 4,172 Negro. In Dallas lived 299 persons, 
196 of them white. A visiting state official wrote a hopeful report 
on the county: 


Lands are good and well adapted to wheat, corn and the grasses. 
Gold mines have been opened here. Water power abundant. 


And the new decade brought railroads to the land. 

The Wilmington, Charlotte, and Rutherford line had suffered 
gravely during the war years and by 1870 was tottering on the 
brink of bankruptcy. But two more roads were in the building. 

Work on the Atlanta and Charlotte Airline Railroad was begun 
in 1870. It crossed the Catawba at Wells Plantation south of 
Sloan’s Ferry. In 1871 a big wooden water tank was built about 
two miles west of the crossing by John Garibaldi, a Mecklenburg 
ironworker, and a wood yard was set up near by, with stacks of logs 
to fire the locomotives. Garibaldi Station, the tank stop was called, 
and neighbors shortened that name to an affectionate “Baldy.” A 
town sprang up almost at once, even as the rails were extended to 
westward. 

A country store already stood there at Garibaldi Station, owned 
and operated by a Confederate veteran named Abram Stowe. ‘The 
storekeeper became postmaster and depot agent at Garibaldi. An- 
other store was owned by Alex Beatty, and soon a tavern was built 
by Taylor Padgett. Burrell Fite also built a store, and his wife and 
daughters began to do a brisk business in sewing work pants and 
coats for the gangs of track layers. Logs were cut for the Gingles 
schoolhouse, taught by Miss Lenore Johnston, and the Reverend 
D. W. Thomasson came from South Carolina to establish the 
Fellowship Baptist Church.* 

On westward from Garibaldi Station the tracks crept, “gs by 
rail, to South Fork, where a bridge was built near Armstrong's 
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Ford at a point called Dewey’s Place after a hunting lodge owned 
by the cashier of the Bank of Mecklenburg. Thence it angled 
northwestward, to where the Lineberger mill welcomed its com- 
ing as a stimulus to new prosperity. 

Some citizens of Dallas hoped eagerly that the road would come 
to their town. Builders and surveyors of the roadbed approached 
the Dallas board of commissioners, suggesting that the expenditure 
by the county seat of several thousand dollars, to set bridges across 
several creeks, would secure a station at Dallas. Dr. E. B. Holland 
and others offered to start a fund by private subscription, and 
urged the commissioners to authorize a bond issue to raise the rest, 
but the commissioners declined. The builders engineered a curve 
in their right of way beyond the Lineberger mill, southwest again 
to where, some time in 1872, Gastonia Station was established 
about four miles south of Dallas. 

Here the railroad carpenters built a storehouse and a one-room 
cabin for the stationmaster’s living quarters. Almost at once an- 
other cabin was built for a barroom, and a husky Negro blacksmith 
named Prince Holland established a forge near by. Some 250 yards 
away from this little beginning of a settlement stood Shiloh Meth- 
odist Church. 

Beyond Gastonia Station the track curved northwest again, and 
the builders had to slice through a rock-studded height that proved 
to be rich in whetstones—enough of them, remarked the sweating 
diggers, to sharpen a scythe for every man alive on the face of the . 
earth. Whetstone Mountain, the height was called thereafter. 
Southwest again went the road from there, to the Cleveland 
County line and down to South Carolina, then, in time, to Atlanta 
in Georgia. 

By February 1, 1873, the Wilmington, Charlotte, and Tbe 
ford Railroad was being operated under a receivership. Eventually 
it would be sold to the Carolina Central Railroad Company, finally 
to become part of the Seaboard Air Line Railroad. But on Febru- 
ary 24, the Chester and Lenoir Narrow Gauge Railroad was char- 
tered, to join the Carolina Narrow Gauge road which had its 
terminal in Yorkville just below the South Carolina border. This 
new road would run through Lincolnton and Dallas, and would 
cross the Atlanta and Charlotte tracks at Gastonia Station. 
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All this activity spelled employment and hope to Gaston County 
farmers. ‘hey were hired to work on the road beds, and were able 
to sell railroad ties squared from the trunks of trees cut on their 
property, also to provide stacks of logs for the wood yards. And 
when the roads were complete, they would afford transport for the 
grain and cotton from Gaston County farms and the cloth woven 
by Gaston County cotton mills. The country folk rejoiced with 
the railroaders when, on March 31, 1873, the Atlanta and Char- 
lotte line was declared complete and open to traffic all the way to 
Spartanburg in South Carolina. 

An elaborate celebration attended the first train which left 
Charlotte that day to pass along the tracks through Gaston County. 
‘The gleaming new engine was christened the B. Y. Sage, like a 
ship, and was valued at $12,000. Officials of the road boarded the 
excursion cars, as did Elmer Turnage, a reporter of the Charlotte 
Observer. 

Turnage wrote for his paper a description of the Catawba’s 
“beautiful and fertile river bottoms,” predicted a shining future 
for Garibaldi Station, noticed that Gastonia Station presented a 
“fair appearance,” and commented on the fine honing qualities of 
rocks dug from the cut through Whetstone Mountain. Turnage 
heard that two small wooden stores had been built at King’s 
Mountain Station on the western edge of Gaston County and en- 
thused over the scenery at that point; he could see the craggy 
heights where the South Fork boys had opened the battle against 
Ferguson ninety-three years before. 

These stations along the tracks swiftly developed into towns. 
Brevard Station, which was called Stanley Creek in the 1870’s and 
later changed its name to Stanley, had grown fast by 1873. Many 
of the farmers of that region had their homes in town, going daily 
to work in their fields. There were three churches, a school, and 
numerous stores. Cherryville, on the same line in the northwestern 
part of the county, was also growing and attained a lively reputa- 
tion for drinking and fighting. Many whiskey stills were thrivingly 
productive in the Cherryville neighborhood. Nor did Cherryville 
lack for temperate, industrious citizens who sought progress and 
prosperity in less liquid trades. 
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But from the very first, Gastonia Station seemed destined for 
growth and importance beyond all the other embryo towns. The 
crossing of two railroads assured that. Early in the days of the 
Atlanta and Charlotte trains, a passenger leaned from the platform 
of the rear car to hail an expressman at the depot. 

“What place is this?” he inquired. 

“Gastonia,” replied the expressman, then proudly added: “We 
are going to have a big town here some of these days.” 

The passenger gazed at the new homes and stores, the surround- 
ing gardens and fields, the fine stands of timber more distant. 

“T see you are,” he called out as the train chugged away.” 

Of the county’s original cotton factories, the Lineberger enter- 
prise near Lowell was the most benefited by the railroad, which 
passed close at hand. The Mountain Island Mill also continued to 
operate, and Stowe’s Factory, though it had passed from the hands 
of the Stowe family and its building rotted away beside the South 
Fork, still wove a small amount of cloth. And others were in a 
mood to seek the new prosperity brought by convenient trans- 
portation. 

Early in 1874, three businessmen of pioneer stock formed a 
partnership to build the fourth cotton mill of the county’s history. 
They were A. P. Rhyne, his brother Daniel E. Rhyne, and Am- 
brose Costner. They established their plant beside the point where 
the Wilmington, Charlotte, and Rutherford tracks crossed the 
Catawba. Mount Holly Cotton Mills, they called their company, 
after the town of Mount Holly, New Jersey, where the best yarns 
in the American market were spun. Almost at once a little com- 
munity sprang up around the factory. Later the same year, J. Har- 
vey Wilson of Mecklenburg County came with his partner, J. W. 
Moore, also of Mecklenburg, to establish the Spencer Mountain 
Mills on the South Fork east of Dallas.’” 

Christmas of 1874 was melancholy at Dallas, for in 1 December 
the courthouse caught fire. The flames gutted the inside and 
burned the records of court minutes and marriage bonds; but 
other valuable ledgers were tossed out of the windows into the 
square, where women of the town rushed almost to the edge of the 
blaze and gathered these records into their aprons to carry away 


' , kz } +4 i ¥ 
1 ; : ‘ y x if mas pL ye} hao 4 
é | . 4 ' va : 3 
siphecetpelh ie ih ville tiie hak ee ee ee te meer Net ens Tt care em agp cde 
: , ie ' oat 1 By ; ewan ‘ F rt J h i ua v : 


Jnarib stom ido aie 4nit sis blot bie satay Roti 
| yews bogaurls bert ott 48 x0 bolleo'sd “ots voy 902.1” 
“tents Yegradonit ott getrotom) osio> [enigiro e‘yinvos ot TO 
doiitw <bsorlisr ols yt bosiloried teom onli esw Mowot a9 seitq 
oy bounisnes ods UM bik aiatauolt oAT .bred :6 se0ld boeesg 
ebnedodd ero? boeemy ber Ji Aguord) pyroios 1 ‘swore Das sisieqo 
dito® o1it obieed yews beset gniblind ei bos yfiarsl awore sit Jo 
s fi Stew e1sdio brA° diols Yo ghvoms !Israe s ovow Hise ot 
wists Inoineviros yd dsiguord ot wont sci dese of boom 
M0183 10g 
& Berrie? door montoiq To netteesnieud sols ASL mt vied 
wronid eyiwoo'sif Yo Hine mosiey dived ork liad 09 qidzrennieg 
tA bits sardt .F fsins( adiow eid say 1A stow yodT 
sisi sntiog ods sbiead torshy tindy Badeildbtes yodT -1903200 s20nd 
3h) boeeory aboard brotiitisA bee .voltedO wnosgainliW ods 
oentheerod tight bsliss ads 2AM aorioD ylloH 110M sdweisD 
anrey vad atl? ovodw .yxets] walt yiloH iavoM to mwos od) tatis 
“nos sisif 8 son0 18 teomlA ean artyrinnmbrerisr tes 
asH .}, soy ome stly i9i6d -yroisel odd bavots qu y 
.W | omriag eid diw ome 


TO ‘guid srafooM | 
ninnwoM roottoge. silt daildietes oF qusseslisevt Posies ph Nef 


esfisO 36 tes d10'l dimo® ots no ell 
othe ti 102 a ee ¥V8I Io een 


2 gto nninorn wo 
weve ine ena ie a 
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to safety. When the fire was at last put out, the massive founda- 
tions and the solid brick walls still stood, and the courthouse was 
quickly rebuilt.** John Campo, once a Union soldier under arrest 
for theft, had become a hard-working, useful citizen. He built an 
outside staircase of granite for the restored structure. 

At Garibaldi Station developed an important enterprise, 
unique in the region. 

St. Joseph’s Church had struggled in poverty and obscurity for 
nearly thirty years, when Father Jeremiah O’Connell, an energetic 
missionary priest, managed to raise money to buy, in 1872, a large 
tract of land near the site of Garibaldi. This was 500 acres in 
extent, and once it had belonged to the pioneer Caldwell family. 
Here, 1t was decided by Catholic leaders, would be founded a reli- 
gious house of the Order of St. Benedict. | 

In 1876 Father Herman Wolfe arrived, accompanied by four 
Benedictine brothers. They made their quarters in an old log 
house that stood on the tract, and at once began the work of build- 
ing. First they erected a small chapel of planks sawed from trees 
felled on the spot, and this was dedicated under the name of the 
Chapel of Mary Help of Christians, a name soon shortened to 
Maryhelp. ‘The next structure was for a school, and the Benedic- 
tines then laid plans to raise a brick building for a college.”° 

In 1877, when the Chapel of Maryhelp was nearly finished, 
there were twenty-two other churches in Gaston County, seven of | 
them Methodist, six Presbyterian, five Baptist, and four Lu- 
theran.*! The Democratic party was solidly in power, with Dallas 
Attorney R. W. Sandifer as state senator; the popular Confederate 
veteran, Colonel W. G. Morris, as representative; E. H. Withers 
as clerk of the court; R. A. White as sheriff; and John G. Lewis, 
the former Klan leader, as register of deeds. The autumn before, 
Gaston County had voted solidly Democratic for President, gover- 
nor, and congressman.” 

Gastonia was incorporated on January 26 of that year. Its limits 
enclosed a square mile of area, with two railroads crossed at the 
center. R. E. Waddell was the first mayor, and the population was 
about 200.% ‘Town taxes were set at 60 cents on the poll and 20 
cents per $100 property valuation. 
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Mountain, hopeful builders laid out a ground plan for a health 
resort, to be called All Healing Springs. Thomas H. Gaither was 
operating a modest cotton mill near Garibaldi, founded on the 
remains of the Stowe factory’s equipment. And on August 7, 1879, 
Caleb Lineberger and his kinsmen were able to incorporate their 
mill as the Woodlawn Manufacturing Company, with a capital of 
$40,000 and hopes of more, much more, to benefit themselves and 
all the region besides.” 
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THEN AND THERE 
(December, 1872) 


Toward the close of 1872 I purchased the Caldwell place, sit- 
uated midway between Charlotte and Dallas, within one mile of 
the depot, on the Air-Line Rail Road, and only half an hour’s ride 
from Charlotte. The land is mostly level, eminently adapted to all 
farming progress, and contains several hundred acres. About two 
hundred acres are cleared and the balance is in timber, consisting 
of pine, oak, hickory, and all other varieties common to this coun- 
try. Springs of the purest water are abundant and the climate is 
unsurpassed for healthiness. King’s Mountain, of historic fame, 


looms in the distance, and Spencer’s, close by, stands like a sentinel 


thrown out by the Blue Ridge to keep guard over the entire valley, 
whilst the roar and dash of the water-falls on the South Fork may 
be heard day and night, especially at the approach of rain... . No- 
where on the continent could be found another place better suited 
for a religious and literary institution than this. 
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CATHOLICITY IN THE CAROLINAS AND GEORGIA 
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The Mills and the Stills 


HE United States census of 1880 announced that the popu- 

lation of Gaston County had grown to 14,254, which included 
10,189 whites and 4,065 Negroes.’ This represented an increase in 
the previous decade of only 1,652, and the Negro population actu- 
ally had decreased by 107. Of the county’s towns, Dallas was still 
much the largest, with a population of 417; but Gastonia had 
erown to 236. Next in size came Stanley, with seventy-five resi- 
dents, and after Stanley came Cherryville, with sixty-eight.? Lowell, 
newly laid out as a town by the public-spirited Northern new- 
comer, Neal Dumont, at a point where it would serve as market 
center and shipping station for both the Woodlawn and Spencer 
Mountain cotton mills, counted thirty-five residents within its 
borders. It proudly claimed a physician, Dr. Frank Robinson, as 
well as a one-room schoolhouse which served as a church on 
Sundays.* 

Gaston County’s six cotton mills represented the chief industry. 
Among them they employed 350 workers, including 113 children 
below the age of fifteen. The total annual wages paid these workers 
came to $57,489, an average of less than $165 each for a year’s pay. 
The historic iron-making of the region was a thing of the irrevo- 
cable past; discovery of rich beds of iron ore near coal fields in 
other parts of America had made the production of pig iron by 
charcoal furnaces economically impractical. But there were seven- 
teen sawmills in Gaston County, and no less than twenty-four 
licensed liquor distilleries.* 
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Gaston County's voters were embattled, that summer, with a last 
strong stand of the shaken but stubborn Republican party. Some 
measures of the Democratic office-holders were unpopular, and in 
Gaston the Democratic officials had a hard time securing a victory; 
but Jasper Stowe was chosen the new state senator, and Eli Pasour, 
veteran of four years in the Confederate Army and descendant of 
the Revolutionary patriot for whom a mountain had been named, 
was sent to the House of Representatives. John B. White, son of 
the venerable and influential James H. White and also a Confed- 
erate veteran, was the new clerk of the court at Dallas. R. A. White 
continued as sheriff; and John H. Rhodes, a Dallas businessman, 
was register of deeds.® 

An election battle more savage still was waged in the fall, when 
Gaston County cast its vote for President of the nation and gover- 
nor of the state. This time the Republicans were victorious 
throughout the county by the smallest of majorities. Gaston was 
carried for James A. Garfield, the earnest and impeccably honor- 
able Republican presidential candidate, who polled 1,139 votes to 
1,107 for Winfield Scott Hancock, the Democratic choice. Even 
narrower was the margin of victory in Gaston for R. B. Buxton, 
Republican gubernatorial candidate—1,127 votes against 1,097 for 
T. J. Jarvis, the Democrat who triumphed elsewhere in the state 
and took office.® 

Typical of the feeling during the campaign was a remark of 
James H. White, old and frail but still an earnest Democrat of 
principles dating back to the day when John C. Calhoun led his 
party. Going to the polls, he remembered his boyhood in Ireland 
and his later struggles and perils during Reconstruction. “I was 
born in a land of tyranny,” he said as he cast his vote, ‘but I want 
to die in a land of liberty.” ‘Three years later he was to die in that 
free land of his choice, eighty-one years old and respected and 
mourned by all. Meanwhile, he drew up his will. It included in- 
structions for his burial in a plain coffin, with a load of stones to be 
thrown on his grave in lieu of a monument.’ 

In Gastonia, citizens cheered a notable event in 1880, the estab- 
lishment of the weekly Gastonia Gazette. 
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Two other papers had existed briefly in Gastonia. The first, the 
Herald, had been established in 1878 or 1879 by E. M. Evans, a 
South Carolinian. It ran for but a few weeks, and was succeeded 
by the Enterprise, printed on a small sheet six inches by nine. The 
Enterprise was bought by another South Carolinian, George W. 
Chalk of Spartanburg, who began to print the Gazette in Febru- 
ary of 1880, on the little hand-operated press that had been used 
by the Herald. 

“We go into the newspaper business with considerable anxiety,” 
modestly editorialized Chalk in his first issue, dated February 20, 
“and it is not that we think we have any special tact or ability... 
but is for the simple reason that this county needs a newspaper.” 

On that day of publication, a special train ran on the Atlanta 
and Charlotte tracks through Gaston County to King’s Mountain, 
carrying excursionists to a centennial celebration of the ancient 
battle and victory. It was a fortunate omen for the Gazette, which 
prospered from the start. By November of 1880, Chalk was prouder 
as he made an editorial statement of policy: 


The Gazette is the only newspaper published in the state that has 
thrown open its columns to all parties. It advocates peace and discour- 
ages abusive and slanderous publication. It encourages home enter- 

rises and home interests. It will attack what it believes to be wrong 
and adhere to the right....It will be the Organ of the people and 
not of any party. 


The following summer witnessed another sort of election. The 
Democratic Legislature, under pressure by church leaders, called 
for a state referendum on the question of prohibiting the manu- 
facture and sale of alcoholic beverages. Chalk, despite his early 
disclaimer, showed ability at his job, but not always tact. Pursu. 
ing his avowed determination to attack whatever he believed to be 
wrong, he assailed the distilleries of Gaston County in language 
that must have pleased his neighbors in dry Gastonia. 

He branded whiskey as a “curse,” and called upon the women 
of Gaston to exert their influence upon male voters for defeat of 
the “damaging effects” of the liquor business.* | 
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In August, the peak of a hot, dry spell that outdid any in the 
memory of the oldest inhabitants, the election was held. North 
Carolina defeated the proposed prohibition law, and in Gaston 
County the drys were outvoted decisively but not overwhelmingly, 
1,124 against 946.° 

This rejection of his editorial advice may have helped influence 
Chalk to announce, in November of 1881, that his paper was for 
sale for $2,500. 

Certainly he was not in financial trouble, for the Gazette had a 
tidy circulation of more than 600 that summer, with good adver- 
tising revenue. Protests poured in as Chalk’s proposal to sell the 
Gazette was read, and two weeks later he took back his decision in 
an editorial that pleased his readers: 


_ Jt was my purpose to retire from the management of the Gazette 
but the recent manifestations of many of our patrons and many others 
who are not subscribers have caused me to alter my plans for 1882. I 
feel very much flattered at the numerous compliments I have received 


from various sources. ... I will spare no pain to make the Gazette 
worthy of all the support it may get. 


Chalk hired an energetic and personable editor, John C. Tipton, 
who within a year’s time had increased the paper’s list of subscrib- 
ers to 840.10 _ 

Meanwhile, those home enterprises and home interests which 
Chalk had hoped to encourage were in the making. On February 
25, 1881, another cotton mill was incorporated by act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Spring Shoals Manufacturing Company, on the 
picturesque site of Adam Springs’ old home on the bluff above the 
South Fork. The incorporators were Gaston County men; Jasper 
Stowe was back in the textile business as a partner, and his associ- 
ates included R. Y. McAden and his sons, B. F. and John. On 
February 27, the name of the factory was changed to McAden 
Mills, and the settlement that grew up around the factory was 


incorporated on the same date as the town of McAdenville. A rail- . 


way track was laid to Lowell, with horse-drawn cars to carry yarn 
and mail to the railroad station there.!! In October of 1883, the 
Tuckaseege Manufacturing Company was incorporated at Mount 
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Holly, by other Gaston County businessmen, Asp P. and). E. 
Rhyne and T. A. Davis. Its authorized capital was $50,000.” 

In 1882, Pruden Hall, a school for girls, opened near All Heal- 
ing Springs. 

But one aspect of county life remained unpleasant. The country 
roads and the streets in the various towns were nothing but rutted 
dirt tracks. The county officials and town boards appointed over- 
seers, who were empowered to draft all able-bodied men to work 
on the roads or streets for a maximum of two days a year, or to pay 
an exemption fee of $1 each. Many roads and streets were poorly 
ditched, and stood in seas of mud for long stretches of each year. 

One day in 1883, the overseer at Gastonia called forth various 
citizens to work on the streets, and when some declined to obey 
the summons or pay the exemption fee, they were fetched into 
court with the mayor presiding as justice. Publisher Chalk of the 
Gazette, his editor John C. Tipton, Postmaster Martin, the govern- 
ment gauger John B. Richards, and two businessmen, J. W. and 
J. P. Glenn, were charged with having “wilfully failed and refused 
to work on the streets.’’ All were found guilty and fined, but Tip- 
ton angrily refused to pay his fine, appealing his case to Superior 
Court. He wrote a blazing editorial about it: 


The position I take is this: The majority of the citizens subject to 
road duty here are men who are dependent upon their daily labor for 
the support of themselves and families and whose wages are barely 
sufficient for that purpose... when the town has money in the treasury 
and money loaned out to individuals, and no immediate, or near pros- 
pective use for the money on hand, I claim that it is but simple justice 
that the money, or a part of it, should be applied to keeping up the 
streets. 


Shortly after that outburst, Tipton resigned from the Gazette 
to become editor of the Lincolnton Progress, and Chalk sold his 
paper to James E. Page, who was the first telegraph operator in 
Gastonia and who served on the board of aldermen. The Gazette, 
outspokenly independent under its first publisher, was now an- 
nounced as Democratic in politics. Page hired G. W. Chalk’s 
brother Thomas as editor.” 


""aoo,ae caw Lesiaes | 
nai 1A x90 bonoyo wahtig rot 


qrasos ofT smsessiqnu: bacteie oft Ghiwen to sapauapanen! 
bsiiu7 aud grtudion aiew enwos guetiay ort mi gost ort brs ehsor 
“ovo baimioggs ebisod awor bas aisle yau0s sfT dost ‘rib 
drow o3 adi betbod-slde Us seth ed barwoqas sow odw erese 
{Sq OF To .ze9¥ & 2¢eb ov? Jo mwetianies Awol 200102 to ebsor od? no 
viteog. stow aiostie bas ebsor yitsM uses 12 lo 598i noqmsxo ns: 
“tsa dose Io asdosorta gaol tot bunt To esee mi boo bas \bodosib’ 
tvoitsy 101 bellao sinoiesO is yoorsvo ols £881 ni yeb snO 
ysdo 0} bonilssb sraoe nodw bas ,eisente ocd? ao drow 0} 2ttesisio” 
ont horlsist stow yards .ot A gil) ysq 10 enorimue ods 
edi to HsdD torkildyd scien} 26 piven toyse oft Aitw tuoo 
ariavog art .aitreM roteseieo'! ougi TO odo] rosibs eid stissod_ 
bus VW. .xsmeoniead ows bax ebtsdistt A dol iyyeg Joom 
boevier brs bolisl yllviliv™ gaived diw bogrerds stow anal. F .f 
iT nid .bani bis yling basol gw BA “.2tooue ona a0 dtow oF 
roraque 0} 228) zid gnilssqqs am gal yoq 0} beavies ylingas aos 
i woods. esate ai saiotw SH inne 
ai tie ree ae fafa 
ot inojdise anssitis 243 0 yiixojsnn ‘aT sie ai oda? I. ‘dolstng See 
wt todsi ylish tieds noqur Insbuoqab; odlw nom oie oman: 
ylotad oxs eogsw seodw bop esilianst py donassapstrs to abi tr lg 
‘yiuesst? off ai yooom end nwot ody modw ,. + S20qi1u sail) 30%, Las 
201g 1898 to siaibsmont of bas zlsubivibsti os 110 s 
saves} siqaria sad et siserls mists 1 basi no yonont 9113 x0 S20 


"oe: 


ons qu anne ws nbanipn wicine irs ; 
TNs aes Tae 76 Ta/ ce ) eS i ee bt 

ei | i erage otha Sepak’ side Sete dines 
en 2d) ott bongiéer, nog T aenudiave sa it thetod 
etl bloe AlsdD bas Se elt ein oetk aa ea 


pastels. “eapantiower 


18 Wort 28W | sr 
‘Moe Dbl yet Rear 


ine ae sve See hae Galery df 


- ee 


le ee eee ee 


LS LE OE LT PID ID OT TN TE FO FT a ee ee ee ee ee ee 


rene eee 


ee a eee 


Repay eerste re nme 


The Mills and the Stills 119 


By the beginning of 1884, the various cotton mills of Gaston 
County were seven in number, all busy and showing good profits. 
The McAden organization was the largest, employing 100 hands 
and producing 3,000 pounds of yarns and warps daily. Proudly it 
advertised that its workrooms were lighted with “Edison electric 
lights,” and that it was prepared to run twenty-four hours a day. 
Next in size was the old Mountain Island Mill, which specialized 
in the manufacture of plaids under operation by the sons of 


Thomas Randolph Tate, with 150 looms and 6,000 spindles 


worked by seventy-five employees. Sixty weavers were on the staff 
of the Lineberger mill (now called Lawrence), and fifty more at 
the other mill of the Linebergers, Woodlawn. The force at the 
Spencer Mountain Mill was forty. T. H. Gaither operated the 
former Stowe’s Factory, and the Rhynes, at Mount Holly, kept 
2,800 spindles whirring.** All told, just about 30,000 spindles were 
busy in all the cotton factories. 

Memories of ancient soldierly gallantry had stirred again in 
Gaston County. Dr. James Templeton of Dallas organized a mili- 
tia company, the Dallas Light Infantry, and served as its captain. 
His lieutenants were John Setzer and A. P. H. Rhyne, and young 
men of the county’s best families were proud to don the neat uni- 
form of the Light Infantry for drill and parade. The unit was 
taken into the State Militia as Company K of the Fourth North 
Carolina Infantry and was a popular and admired feature of vari- 
ous public celebrations.’® 

Distilleries, far more numerous than mills, produced whiskey 
everywhere—five stills were busy even at the outskirts of prohi- 
bitionist Gastonia. Stanley was busy, with wagon-building firms 
operated by P. Sherrill and Abel Stroup and at Dallas were four 
bootmakers, L. Costner, P. Hoffman, O. S. Jones and J. Wallace. 
Building contractors included William G. Morris and C. A. 
(Andy) Thornburg at Dallas, F. W. Bradley and Company at 
Gastonia, and J. C. Gaston at Stanley. An 1884 directory listed fif- 
teen blacksmiths. There were tanneries, millwrights, coopers, and 
saddlers; and, at Dallas, a mattress maker, R. Jackson. 

Gaston High School, under Professor M. L. Little, recognized 
companion private schools in H. M. Summerow’s Academy at 
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Stanley, the Gastonia Academy of J. B. Blanton, and the Mount 
Holly Academy of Mrs. S. Abernathy. At the Benedictine abbey 
near Garibaldi, Father J. J. O'Connell was head of the proud new 
St. Mary’s College, housed in a fine brick hall. Of public schools 
there were seventy-eight. 

The briskness of business was manifest in the number of hotels. 
Dallas had four, Gastonia four, Mount Holly two, and Stanley 
one. All Healing Springs was in operation as a health resort, under 
direction of Dr. F. M. Garrett. The county’s churches had in- 
creased in number to thirty-three—ten Methodist, nine Baptist, 
eight Presbyterian, four Lutheran, the Episcopal Church of Gas- 
tonia, and the growing Catholic chapel of Maryhelp.’ 

That year of 1884, the Democratic party once again was fully in 
power throughout Gaston County. The county officers elected 
included three standard bearers of the Democrats, Clerk of the 
Court John B. White, Sheriff W. Clay Abernathy and Register of 
Deeds John F. Leeper. Another Democratic leader, the Dallas 
lawyer George F. Bason, was elected to the state senate, and J. W. 
Reid, a prosperous farmer of Dallas Township, went to the House 
of Representatives.’ In November the county’s vote for President 
favored Grover Cleveland, 1,356 against 978 for the Republican 
James G. Blaine, and helped to elect as governor Alfred M. Scales, 
Confederate general and tireless exponent of Democratic princi- 
ples, with a vote in the county of 1,385 for Scales against 934 for 
Congressman ‘Tyre York, the Republican candidate.¥ 

T. G. Chalk left the Gastonia Gazette in 1885, but Publisher 
James E. Page took over the editorship and made the paper 
thrive.’? In Dallas, another newspaper, the Current, was published 
by John C. Tipton, lately embattled over forced labor on Gastonia 
streets, and his brother, Ben F. Tipton. Small boys were hired to 
turn the presses by hand. ‘Tipton, still outspokenly critical when 
the spirit moved him, editorially criticized the slowness of service 
at county seat hotels, where customers waited for hours to get their 
meals. The Current did not survive for more than a year.” 

The ancient dream of mining fortunes in gold still possessed 
some Gastonites. The old King’s Mountain Mining Company was 
but one of nine such enterprises along the Catawba, the South 
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Fork, and the tributary creeks. One of the later mines was on the 
banks of the Catawba near Mount Holly, where miners scooped 
sand and gravel from the river bottom, washed it laboriously, and 
claimed to make “good wages.’”*4 But the income from such roman- 
tic ventures had fallen far below the profits made earlier in the 
century by the Wilsons of Crowder’s Mountain, and none of the 
returns from shining gold dust could be compared to the profits 
from the practical textile mills. 

Vigorously productive as these mills were, there seemed to be 
room for more. In December 1885, W. J. and Emily Hooper of 
Baltimore, with W. T. Jordan as a partner, pooled $250,000 of 
capital to establish the Hooper Manufacturing Company near the 
first historic mill of the county. A month later the new corporation 
absorbed the business so long operated by the Tates, buying 1,300 
acres of ground and the forty-year-old building, adding to it an- 
other structure of masonry seventy-five feet wide by 100 long and 
five stories high. Modern machinery and a new dyeing plant were 
installed, and the name of the consolidated mill was changed to the 
Mountain Island Manufacturing Company of North Carolina.” 

The business of liquor making kept pace, and more than pace, 
with the textile activity. In the year that the Hoopers founded 
their mill, Gaston County had forty licensed distilleries, more 
stills than there were county churches. 

Railroad men and timber-cutters were eager customers at the 
barrooms, and many farmers profited by the sale of corn, still 
Gaston County’s staple crop, to the distillery operators. ‘Taverns 
and saloons flourished everywhere save in legally dry Gastonia. 
The competition for patronage was keen. “All you can drink for 
a nickel,” read signs over many bars in the towns and at crossroads 
points. Distillers and tavern keepers became well-to-do and even 
wealthy. Some of the best names in Gaston County’s history could 
be seen on signboards above the still houses. 

A growing spirit of protest began to make itself heard in dis- 
paragement of the manufacture, sale, and drinking of intoxicants. 

After all, the voters of Gaston had rejected prohibition in 1881 
by a majority of less than 180. Some of the textile mill owners 
were ready to argue that their employees would be unhappy if 
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whiskey were forbidden them, but the spectacles of disorderly 
drunkenness and the boozy poverty of habitual drunkards were 
pointed out in rebuttal. The anti-liquor spokesmen were mostly 
church leaders, and men of considerable influence in politics, 
business, and society. hey believed, and frankly said, that per- 
sonal happiness and comfort could be secured to all classes only 
by prohibition. 

‘There was no prohibition law on the statute books, but there 
was public opinion, and these opponents of liquor made a con- 
certed effort to mold and direct it. They were tireless in the circu- 
lation of petitions, which had enough signatures in Gastonia 
‘Township and adjacent Crowder’s Mountain ‘Township to bring 
about a call for a special election on prohibition in that region 
of the county. | 

On Monday, June 1, 1886, the election was held, and the 
response was enthusiastic. In the two townships a total of 442 
voters turned out, but more of these were wet than dry in their 
tastes. The prohibition measure lost, 264 to 178. And the number 
of distilleries increased in Gaston County.” 
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SLHEN AND THERE 
(November 1, 1883) 


James H. White, the subject of this sketch, was born in Derry 
County, Ireland, in May, 1802, and died at his residence in Gaston 
County, N. C., November 1, 1833, in the 82nd year of his age.... 

He always took great interest in public affairs, and was elected 
to the House of Commons in 1842, 44, ’46 and ’48, was chosen 
State Senator in 1850, to the House from Gaston in 1854 and 1860 
and again to the Senate in 1862, making a total of 16 years in the 
General Assembly. He once told the writer that the proudest act 
of his public life was securing the charter of the Lenoir and Ches- 
ter Railroad (now Carolina and Northwestern). At that time 
there was throughout the State bitter opposition to the granting 
of charters to any railroads leading out of the State, but he fought 
hard in the Assembly for the passage of the bill granting this 
charter and was successful and to him more than to anyone else 
are we indebted for our narrow gauge railroad, binding as it does 
the hills of North Carolina with the lowlands of the Palmetto 
State. 

Mr. White was always a true Democrat of the Calhoun school. 
While not a fine orator, he was a positive and forceful speaker, 
admired more for his depth of argument than for eloquence. He 
was a bold and aggressive advocate of what he thought was right, 
yet frank and generous to his opponents . . . and at a recent election 
in which he thought a just privilege was being trampled upon, 
remarked as he cast his ballot: “I was born in a land of tyranny, 
but I want to die in a land of liberty.” 


—W. L. Sherrill, notice of James H. White’s death 
in the Gastonia GAZETTE, November 16, 1883 
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More Shakeups than One 


f~,T THE darkest hour of the night of August 31, 1886, dwell- 
ers along the Catawba River and the South Fork in Gaston 
County were literally shaken out of their beds by an earthquake. 

It was a dramatically frightening experience. Sleepers were 
shocked into a mystified and panicky wakefulness. Some of them 
thought the world was coming to an end. Those who dashed from 
their beds and out of doors saw trees swaying against the night sky 
as though lashed by the fiercest of gales. A number of chimneys 
collapsed, but very few houses. Later came news from the south 
that at Charleston in South Carolina the quake had been highly 
destructive, levelling many buildings and killing a number of per- 
sons. 

Nobody in Gaston was seriously hurt, but many had been 
scared. Some persons refused to sleep indoors for several months. 
Twenty-year-old Robert Lee Stowe, son of Charles Theodore 
Stowe, noticed the effect on the minds and behavior of his neigh- 
bors. “There were more people who got religion just after this 
earthquake than ever had at any time before,” he was to remember 
in later years, “but it did not last, and after a few months they got 
back in the same shape they were before, so far as religion was 
concerned.” 

Slight quakes were noticed during the autumn, but they did not 
cause the panic of the first. And none of the cotton mills, in their 
solid buildings of stone and brick, were damaged. Nor did any 
damage befall the enthusiasm for progress.! 
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At Dallas, the Gaston High School became Gaston College, with 
courses in all branches of the humanities, art, music, and commer- 
cial training. A fund of $5,000 was raised by subscription to build 
a three-story brick hall.? Four miles southward, in Gastonia, ambi- 
tions grew. In 1887, a day in financial history was marked there, 
in letters of red. 

Laban Lineberger Jenkins, youngest son of “Honest Dave” 
Jenkins, was twenty-three that spring. Upon his graduation from 
Wake Forest College, he had served as assistant postmaster in 
Charlotte, then as a Mecklenburg County school teacher. His 
father’s death in 1886 brought him a legacy of several thousand 
dollars, and he returned to his native Gaston County, looking for 
business opportunity. 

In Gastonia, he conferred with his brother-in-law, John H. 
Craig, who had become prosperous from his interests in a livery 
stable and a department store, and who was chairman of the board 
of county commissioners. Young Jenkins suggested that they be- 
come partners in founding a bank, and each contributed $5,000 
toward the modest capitalization. This was the Gastonia Bank, 
first firm of its kind in the county, and it began ina small chamber 
in the corner of a store belonging to J. D. Moore. 

At first, Craig carried the bank deposits in a leather money belt 
strapped around his waist, but shortly the partners purchased a 
small iron safe. Craig’s daughter Sally worked as clerk of the bank, 
the first of her sex to hold an office job in Gaston County. Almost 
within days the bank gained in capital and importance, and its 
owners and their friends, looking for other financial opportunities, 
studied with constructive envy the cotton factories operating on 
the various watercourses of the county.* 

Jenkins and Craig invited fellow-merchants of Gastonia to form 
a group to discuss the practicability of a steam-driven mill in their 
town. The new partners included J. D. Moore, their landlord; 
R. C. G. Love, a pioneer merchant; T. W. Wilson, of the old 
county family; and Robert H. Adams, a druggist. Seriously these 
men considered all problems of construction and manufacture. 
They needed an expert to advise and guide them, and their choice 
fell upon George A. Gray. 
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Gray had progressed far in the quarter century since, as a child 
in his early teens, he had swept floors for thirteen cents a day at 
the Woodlawn Mill. His history, like that of Jenkins, was of pre- 
cocious business success, with far less opportunity. He had gone 
to school but a single year; but, for all his long hours at the mill, 
he found time and energy to read all books that came to his hands. 
Like James H. Wilson, he became devoted to the poetry of Robert 
Burns, and he also studied books on mill operation and business 
management. As he grew up he won promotion, so that at the age 
of nineteen he was superintendent of the Lineberger mill, and 
several years later was invited to Charlotte to install the machinery 
of the Oates Factory there and complete organization of the mill. 
When the Gastonia partners called on him, he was thirty-six years 
old and had been for several years superintendent of the McAden 
Mills. | : 

Gray came to Gastonia, considered the proposition of founding 
a mill there, and at once declared his enthusiasm. The partners 
elected him to their board of directors at their first organization 
meeting, and the firm was incorporated with a capital of $150,000. 
From Chester in South Carolina came an invitation to establish 
the mill there, with the offer of a free site on a swift river that 
would furnish water power. Several stockholders were in favor of 
accepting the Chester offer, but Gray strongly argued for a mill 
at Gastonia, to be powered by steam. His arguments won out, and 
on December 12, 1887, the Gastonia Cotton Manufacturing Com- 
pany was incorporated, with authority from the Legislature to 
increase its capital to $500,000.* 

On the very heels of this dramatic venture in a new type of 
textile manufacturing followed another, much more frugally fi- 
nanced but equally hopeful. A. P. Rhyne, the moving spirit of 
the Mount Holly Mills, set up partnership with R. E., J. A., and 
T. F. Costner and M. R. Dewstoe to found the Mount Holly Knit- 
ting Company, which was incorporated on February 6, 1888. ‘The 
company’s initial capital was only $8,000, but this steadily in- 
creased to an authorized $50,000. 

These successes inspired other foundings, not always happy 
ones. 
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On August 30, 1888, J. R. and A. M. Hall and A. B. Shepherd- 
son received corporation papers from the General Assembly for 
the Renfrow Cotton Mills, with an authorized capital of $150,000. 
It was planned to build the Renfrow mills on the South Fork near 
Lowell, but building was never begun. The Renwood Manufac- 
turing Company, organized to succeed the “phantom corporation” 
of the Renfrow firm, likewise never began building. 

Meanwhile, the manufacture of liquor also was increasing. By 
the end of 1888, Gaston County had forty-eight licensed distiller- 
ies, Which made it the banner whiskey-making county in North 
Carolina.° 

Owners and operators of stills included representatives of proud 
and important pioneer families, who considered themselves in a 
respectable line of endeavor. ‘They were joined in the business by 
certain newcomers from York County, South Carolina, just across 
the border, where anti-liquor legislation was playing havoc with 
still operators. Gastonia remained a resolutely dry town, and else- 
where in the county the prohibition forces strengthened them- 
selves. These tireless workers for the downfall of liquor interests 
demanded that candidates for office publicly state their views for 
or against prohibition, and shrewd arguers gathered evidence to 
support their dry arguments. 

A telling point was offered during 1888. It reminded that, with 
the county school tax rate of 2414 cents per $100 worth of prop- 
erty, the sum of $8,194.35 had been raised for the county’s schools 
in 1885. In 1888, with substantial increases in general population 
and in the number of children of school age, along with various 
new businesses that included eight more distilleries than the 
county had had three years earlier, property valuations had fallen 
so drastically that the school fund for the year had been reduced 
to $6,911.11, or $1,283.24 less than in 1885. How, demanded the 
advocates of prohibition, could the distillers insist that their activ- 
ity made better business and better living in Gaston County?® 

In the midst of these debates, James E. Page sold the Gastonia 
Gazette, which once had fiercely upheld the cause of prohibition. 
J. T. Bigham, once a professor at Gaston College at Dallas, was 
the new editor, and proved an eloquent writer of editorials and a 
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consistent pleader for cultural progress and the preservation of 
what was best in old traditions.’ 

New traditions, too, were being brought into the county. One 
of these was Lincoln Academy for Negro girls, a crowning labor of 
a Northern woman of exalted missionary spirit, Emily C. Pruden. 
Miss Pruden was a native of New England. Tirelessly energetic 
and of great religious fervor, she had come South at the age of 
fifty to start a new career of services to underprivileged youth. 
Thirty years of endeavor resulted in the founding of fifteen schools. 
She secured an old house near Crowder’s Mountain, and raised 
funds for stoves on which to cook, desks at which to study, and 
beds in which to sleep. She then sought pupils among the daugh- 
ters of Gaston County’s Negro families. 

Few of these people could afford to pay board or tuition for 
their children. But Miss Pruden, though hard of hearing, was 
tender of heart and firm of purpose. 

“You feed your children at home?” she inquired. “Well, let 
them bring the same food and cook it here, and I will do the rest.” 
Thus she gathered pupils enough to open Lincoln Academy in 
1888. From her own funds she bought school books, a single order 
coming to $80. She was gratified at the affectionate response of 
the girls who attended the school. 

“To keep house was all the play the girls needed,” she remem- 
bered a number of years later. ‘At four in the afternoon all would 
be rushing around preparing supper. The one who first finished 
her evening’s work would go at eight to the school room and start 
singing from the little red Sankey hymn book. Soon the room 
would be full, all rejoicing in the song service before the study 
hour.’ 

Mount Holly, site of a cotton mill, a knitting mill, three build- 
ing firms, and at least one distillery, was incorporated as a town 
in 1889. W. T. Love was appointed mayor and conducted an 
election that chose W. B. Rutledge, descendant of one of the 
earliest pioneers of the section and an industrious farmer, to suc- 
ceed him. | | : 

Ambitiously, Rutledge and one of his aldermen, R. C. Belk, 
brought about a special election for a bond issue to raise $300 
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for the purchase of street lamps. On election day, Mayor Rutledge 
went forth to plough a field and almost forgot about the voting 
until just before sundown. He hurried to cast his ballot and later, 
at the counting, found that only he and Belk had voted for the 
bond issue and the lights. The two officials were disappointed but 
were cheerful enough to laugh heartily at their overwhelming 
defeat and to predict lights and other benefits for Mount Holly 
in the future.® 

At the railroad station beyond the cut through Whetstone 
Mountain, where passengers changed to carriages to go to All Heal- 
ing Springs, another town was beginning. Old iron mines there 
no longer produced profitable ore, but two New Yorkers named 
Whitney and Moore operated a sawmill to make lumber of the 
nearby forests. The buildings of an old furnace were considered 


- a possible site for another sort of factory.!? While these were 


examined, the Harden Manufacturing Company was incorporated 
on August 21, 1889, to be built on the South Fork below High 
Shoals, as the twelfth cotton factory in Gaston County." 

Prohibitionists finally gained a small victory that same year, 
when the State Legislature passed a law that made drunkenness on 
the public highways and at public meetings in Gaston County 
punishable as a misdemeanor.” The next year brought the end 
of another decade, and it had been a decade of progress, though 
not always of calm agreement. On January 28, 1890, A. P. Rhyne 
and his associates discontinued the Mount Holly Knitting Com- 
pany and organized a successor firm, the Albion Manufacturing 
Company, on the old premises. The original capital of $15,000 
having been paid in, the new capital was authorized at a possible 
$100,000.18 

Thus, as the United States again took a census, the number of 
textile factories in Gaston County was an even dozen. In these 
factories were employed twenty-seven executives and office work- 
ers, with 989 mill hands'*—more than a thousand industrial work- 
ers among the 17,764 persons living in Gaston County. 

The new population figure included 12,827 whites and 4,837 
colored, an increase since 1880 of 3,510 in total population, and 
a reckonable number of these people lived in towns. Gastonia had 
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grown to 1,033, far outstripping Dallas, where the population re- 
mained almost static at 441. Mountain Island had 376 residents; 
Mount Holly, 472; and Stanley, Cherryville, and Lowell all 
counted more than 300 each. 

In Gastonia, proprietors of the pioneer bank had organized a 
newer and larger financial house, the First National Bank, char- 
tered on June 23, 1890, with a capital of $50,000. J. H. Craig was 
president, and Laban Jenkins cashier.'® Two fine hotels, the Falls 
House and the Merchants Hotel, were in Gastonia, as were Meth- 
odist and Presbyterian churches.!? An Episcopal mission was con- 
ducted there, and a -Y.M.C.A. had been founded. The Gastonia | 
Gazette flourished, though Bigham wanted to devote himself to 
teaching and was bargaining to sell his newspaper. 

At the foot of Crowder’s Mountain, Miss Pruden had estab- 
lished Lincoln Academy to her own satisfaction, had built a dormi- 
tory that was given her name, and now deeded the property to the 
American Missionary Association. Lillian S. Cathcart succeeded 
Miss Pruden as principal of the school, which thenceforth admit- 
ted Negro boys to its courses of study.’* Other new schools included 
the Olney Academy, headed by F. L. Wilson, and M. L. Arro- 
wood’s Union Academy at Begonia near Gastonia.** 

The Democrats of Gaston County experienced no political trou- 
ble in 1890. They once more elected John B. White as clerk of the 
court and welcomed a new sheriff, Martin H. Shuford, and a new 
register of deeds, John O. Rankin. But local prohibitionists had 
also been busy during the campaign, on behalf of Moses Stroup’s 
candidacy for the House of Representatives” 

Stroup, an earnest prohibitionist, lived almost within earshot 
of the noisily cheerful imbibers in Cherryville. He was elected to 
office, and in January of 1891 he introduced in the House of Rep- 
resentatives a bill entitled ““An act to prevent the sale of spiritous 
liquors in Gaston County.” : 

This act did not Herel upon the puch of distilling, but it 
proposed to make it “unlawful for any person, corporation or firm 
to sell or otherwise dispose of for gain any spiritous, vinous or malt 
liquors within the county of Gaston.” Such action would be a 
misdemeanor, punishable at discretion of the court.” 
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At home in Gaston County, Cherryville rejoiced on February 
18, 1891, at the news that the Cherryville Manufacturing Com- 
pany had been incorporated that day. W. W. Glenn was president, 
and the incorporators included D. A., M. E., and J. H. Rudisill, 
W. A. and J. S. Mauney, and W. H. Houser. Capital was 
$200,000.% But certain bibulous citizens mourned on the follow- 
ing day at what happened in Raleigh. 

Representative John A. Hendricks of Davie County tried on 
February 19 to amend Stroup’s proposed law by a measure to refer 
it to the voters of Gaston County. His amendment was rejected 
and the bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate. ‘There, 
too, it was passed, and became law as of March, 1891.7 Gaston was 
dry at last, but only for a little while. 

Also during the month of March, the Dallas Cotton Mills was 
incorporated. At nearby Stanley, the Stanley Creek Cotton Mills 
was incorporated on April 17. And on May 4 the Nims Manutfac- 
turing Company of Mount Holly was granted its charter.” 

Thus the number of active Gaston County textile factories was 
raised to fifteen, and all of these, except for the Spencer Mountain 
Mills of Harvey Wilson and J. W. Moore, had been founded and 
operated by Gaston County men, with Gaston County money, Gas- 
ton County confidence, and Gaston County business methods. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(January 14, 1886) 


This has been the coldest snap we ever saw. The thermometer 
at Matthews Hotel stood at 13 degrees below zero on Tuesday 
morning at daybreak. 

Dr. E. B. Holland is putting up ice from his ponds for summer 
use. The ice is from five to six inches thick. 

Mr. T. L. Craig of Gastonia brought all of Dallas to the front 
door on Tuesday by driving the “‘boss’”’ team of horses attached to 
a sleigh through the town. 


—DALLAS WEEKLY CURRENT 
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The ’Nineties 


Qin Gastonia grew, still garnered the good things of the 

region and produced good things in return. Dallas, with the 
cotton mill founded in March of 1891, made an effort to catch up, 
and gained somewhat in population and considerably in com- 
merce; but Gastonia was far out in front and stayed there. 

Certain old residents of Dallas particularly mourned the trans- 
fer of Company K, no longer to be called the Dallas Light Infan- 
try, to Gastonia in 1891. W. F. Kincaid was the new captain, and 
Laban Jenkins, that precocious young financier, was first lieuten- 
ant.’ But at about the time Dallas lost its Light Infantry, it gained 
an unrecognized asset in an eight-year-old newcomer, Alfred Lee 
Bulwinkle, whose family had moved into town from Charleston, 
South Carolina. Lee Bulwinkle was a sturdy youngster with a 
ready smile, who quickly showed himself a good student in the 
elementary school.” During the following year another child, 
younger and also destined for more than local notice, came to Gas- 
tonia. He was Robert Gregg Cherry, born in 1891 in York County, 
South Carolina, orphaned of his mother and coming with his 
father, C. L. Cherry, to live with relatives.? 

Not all Gaston County citizens were happy with the prohibition 
law brought them by the efforts of Moses Stroup. The temperance 
forces exulted, but there were those of the other camp who fiercely 
rebelled and talked about infringements of personal liberties. 
Some of these were distillers, who long had sold whiskey by the 
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keg, the bottle, and the dram in their own barrooms. Others were 
their customers, who could not and would not recognize such a 
thing as life without liquor. 

Whiskey selling continued in the county, defiant of the statute 
that forbade such sale. Indeed, some of the distillers expressed 
themselves as happy under the new law; to pay a small fine upon 
occasional conviction was cheaper, after all, than to meet the erst- 
while retailers’ license fee, which had mounted to $60 a year. Sev- 
eral hundred arrests were made and fines collected. Here and there 
distillers went out of business, influenced by the bleak attitudes of 
their prohibitionist neighbors. Such men began to look to textile 
factories as better investments for their money.‘ But as election 
time of 1892 approached, Moses Stroup came in for angry criticism 
and political opposition from those who did not believe in the ay 
law. 

In August of 1892, Stroup was replaced as representative by 
John B. White, who was succeeded as clerk of the court by E. Lee 
Wilson, grandson of William J. Wilson. Attorney R. W. Sandifer 
of Dallas became state senator. Martin H. Shuford continued as 
Sheriff, and John O. Rankin was register of deeds. 

That election year saw the chartering of a town at the railroad 
station next to Whetstone Mountain, called Bessemer City in 
memory of the days of iron mining. 

John A. and Turner Smith and their brother-in-law, [eaeA. 
Pinchback, had made money in the tobacco business at Reidsville, 
and dreamed of being the founding fathers of a city. They pur- 
chased 1,700 acres of land that had belonged to the old iron 
foundry and brought in a surveyor to lay out streets and building 
lots. No less than three public parks were included in the plans. 
John Smith built a fifty-room hotel, Mountain View, on top of 
Whetstone Mountain, with an ingenious arrangement of buckets, 
wires, and windlasses to bring up water from a cool spring below. 
‘The partners also erected about thirty houses, and where some of 
the foundry shops had stood they put up a building for a cotton 
mill. Brick was made from clay in the neighborhood, and logs from 
the surrounding forests were sawed into planks and timbers for 
the building.® 
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Senator Sandifer, obeying the insistent voices of what sounded 
like a majority of his constituents, introduced in the 1893 session 
of the Assembly a bill for repeal of the much-abused Gaston 
County prohibition act, and on February 7 his bill was passed and 
wiped the earlier law from the statute books.’ But in the mean. 
time, many distilleries had gone out of business. Low cotton prices 
seemed to promise big profits by the cotton mills, and a consider- 
able amount of money once invested in liquor making was trans- 
ferred to cotton factory stock.2 New mills were in process of 
organization. 

Two weeks after Sandifer’s repeal measure was passed, the Win- 
sor Cotton Mills received its charter at Gastonia, and changed its 
name that April to Trenton Cotton Mills. George Gray, J. H. 
Craig, G. W. Ragan, J. L. Falls, R. A. Caldwell, T. C. Pegram, 
E. F. Glenn, and T. M. Pearson were the incorporators. On May I, 
J. D. Moore, Laban L. Jenkins, and others incorporated Gastonia’s 
third textile factory, the Modena Cotton Mills. On April 18, 1893, 
D. A. ‘Tompkins, Fred Oliver, and R. M. Miller, Jr., were given a 
charter for the founding of a mill at High Shoals, harnessing for 
power the swift waters that once had worked the iron furnaces of 
Jacob Fulenwider. This was called the High Shoals Company, and 
around it rose a new town, the seventh in Gaston County.? 

Company K disbanded at Gastonia, but that was perhaps the 
single loss noted at the time by the swiftly expanding community.” 
In 1893 the Gastonia Banking Company was founded by John F. 
Love and immediately prospered, as had the earlier banking 
houses of Craig and Jenkins.!! By the middle of the decade, Gas- 
tonia had the only two dentists resident in the county, Dr. W. H. 
Hoffman and Dr. Frank Glenn.2 In town were also two physicians, 
Charles Adams and W. H. Wilson. These men of medicine prob- 
ably endured many jokes concerning a new factory in town, the 
Gastonia Coffin Company, that gave work to a crew of carpenters 
and joiners.’® Death ceased to be a joke when, in 1894, a typhoid 
epidemic swept the county. A Dallas physician, young Dr. John 
Jenkins, cheated the coffin-makers by his highly unorthodox but 
successful treatment of ‘Tommy Henderson, a clerk in J. Re Lewis’ 
general store. 
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Henderson was deathly ill from typhoid fever, which was kill- 
ing many Gastonites, and doctor and friends had given him up as 
doomed. Dr. Jenkins borrowed inspiration from desperation and 
announced that he would try a blood transfusion. For lack of a 
human donor, he used the fresh blood of a lamb. Immediately 
Henderson responded to this bizarre treatment and recovered. 

Late in 1895, the Southern Cotton Mills got a charter of incor- 
poration. The founders, J. M. and W. R. Odell, W. H. Branson, 
and D. B. Coltrane, established their factory in the building 
erected by Smith at Bessemer City. The following March, the inde- 
fatigable George Gray headed a partnership that included John F. 
Love, Thomas L. Craig, and T. W. Wilson to establish Gastonia’s 
fourth mill. Gray called it the Avon Mills, in memory of William 
‘Shakespeare’s home river. Gray was president, Love secretary and 
treasurer, and Craig vice-president.” 

A North Carolina directory of 1896 revealed that Gastonia had 
a population of 2,260; McAdenville and Mount Holly, 1,500 each. 
Bessemer City, very much on the increase, had 500. At Bessemer 
City was a newspaper, edited by John A. Smith, the town’s ener- 
getic co-founder. A one-room school was conducted there by Miss 
Daisy Chandler. Mountain View Hotel was managed by J. R. 
Durham. 

The All Healing Springs resort still operated, and Dallas had 
three hotels to Gastonia’s two, but the county seat lagged in popu- 
lation and could show very little advantage in business activity 
over the steadily greatening rival four miles southward."® 

Gastonia listed fully thirty stores and factories beside its four 
cotton mills, and the town limits had had to be extended. The 
business district was lighted at night by twenty oil lamps. The 
Gastonia Telephone Company had been established, with thirty- 
one subscribers. The public square was neatly fenced with stone 
posts and had been planted with maples from the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Those trees had been set out by George Gray, who 
found time among all his affairs to see that they were properly 
maintained. 

Gastonia had a baseball team, chief rival of which was the nine 
from St. Mary’s College.!” Baseball games drew big crowds of spec- 
tators, though hardly more than did the mystifying performances 
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of an extraordinary Gastonian, Will Fayssoux. He was a hypnotist 
and conjurer, and he frequently put his fellow-citizens into 
trances, at parties or on the streets. A spectacular feat of his was to 
discover small hidden objects concealed as much as a mile away, 
while he, blindfolded, walked or drove through the streets of 
Gastonia to the very hiding place and discovered the watch, key, or 
handkerchief.’® 

A new school had been founded under sponsorship of the Meth- 
odist Church, with George Gray and O. W. Davis as its most gener- 
ous benefactors. It was called Oakland High School, with classes 
for primary, intermediate, and high school students. To head it 
the trustees called Professor B. E. Atkins of Tennessee, a scholar 
and organizer of numerous schools and colleges.}® 

“Gastonia is becoming a city with a rapidity that makes one 
dizzy,” happily editorialized the Gazette. “... telephones are here, 
electric lights are in sight, and water works, graded schools, electric 
cars, and macadamized streets, we hope, are coming along next.’””° 

‘The county’s prohibitionists had managed to secure, in 1895, 
passage of a bill by the Assembly prohibiting manufacture or sale 
of liquor within two miles of the South Point Methodist Church at 
Belmont. Elsewhere no such legal limitation existed, but so strong 
had feeling grown against whiskey-making that not a single dis- 
tiller listed his business in the 1896 directory, though some con- 
tinued in operation. 

Churches, on the other hand, numbered more than forty. The 
schools of Gaston County included two colleges, Gaston Female 
College at Dallas headed by Professor S. A. Wolf, and St. Mary’s 
College at Belmont with Father Leo Lippold as president. There 
were five private academies besides, and ninety-four public schools, 
twenty-eight of them for colored students. 

Belmont had been incorporated as a town in 1895, and W. B. 
Puett, station agent for the Southern Railway, was the first mayor. 
His twenty-nine-year-old business partner, Robert Lee Stowe, 
served on Belmont’s board of town commissioners. Other commis- 
sioners were J. W. Armstrong and Charles Armstrong Fite.”* 

Gastonians, strong in the sense of their town’s swift but solid 
growth in size and importance, began to argue earnestly that the 
county seat should be moved from Dallas to Gastonia. In 1897, 
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Samuel M. Wilson, a farmer and justice of the peace who lived 
near Crowder’s Mountain, was elected to the House of Representa- 
tives. He introduced a bill that would call for a vote in the county 
to decide on removal of the courthouse to Gastonia. A supplement 
to this bill would allow Gastonia to contribute substantially to the 
building of the new courthouse and jail if these were moved by 
vote of the people. In March the bill was passed, with authoriza- — 
tion for an election in August.” 

A simple contest between the voters of little Dallas and populous 
Gastonia surely would have been decided in favor of the move, by 
a vote of three or four to one; but throughout the entire county 
rosé a surging insistence on respect for half a century of tradition. 
Old residents reminded their younger neighbors of such great 
names in county history as Holland, Hoffman, White, Lewis, 
Hoyle, Rhyne, and Friday—must these be totally eclipsed by Gray, 
Graig, Adams, and Love? If Gastonia had mills and size and money 
and the hope of electricity, didn’t Dallas have historical distinction 
and seniority? 

The election resulted in the defeat of Wilson’s bill for change 
of the county seat.” The old courthouse remained where it was, 
while the century moved toward its end in a distant mutter of 
war drums. 

Those drums were sounding in Cuba. The United States had 
declared war on Spain, with the avowed purpose of freeing the 
Cuban rebels from Spanish government, and troops would be 
sent to the island. Company K had gone out of existence, but Gas- 
ton County’s youth was eager, as so often in the past, to join the 
colors. - 

Within short days of the declaration of war, the first wave of 
Gaston County volunteers went into the ranks of Company A of 
the first North Carolina Regiment. These included seven young- 
sters from King’s Mountain on the western border: David E. Ben- 
nett, William P. Hoke, William T. Huffstetler, Rufus J. Mauney, 
James F. Rhodes, and William P. Herndon. Company A also got 
Otto A. Allen from Gastonia, William L. Armstrong from Bel- 
mont, and James M. Odell from Bessemer City. Baxter Hunter of 
King’s Mountain and Eli C. Boyle of Mount Holly enlisted as 
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hospital stewards for the regiment. In May, even as the First Regi- 
ment was being sworn in at Raleigh, Robert Lee Durham of Gas- 
tonia was commissioned to raise another company and serve as its 
captain. 

Durham’s first lieutenant was his brother, Plato T. Durham. 
The new company had four Gaston County sergeants, Charles M. 
Isenhour, George C. Sandifer, Samuel S. Shuford, and Fred H. 
Wilson. Other Gaston County volunteers included Corporals 
Rufus Lee Jenkins, Robert P. Elmore, and Augustus Lewis; and 
Privates George W. Beatty, Robert L. Black, Frank C. Bulwinkle, 
James Costner, James E. Ford, John M. Grice, George W. Har- 
mon, George Jenkins, Robert W. Lewis, John C. Rhodes, and 
John B. Thomas. These were joined by recruits from neighboring 
counties, enough to swear in as Company G of the Second North 
Carolina Regiment. Many others joined various companies in the 
same organization. 

Gravely concerned, the authorities of Oakland High School held 
no graduation exercises that May, on account of “sickness and 
war’; but no tragedy came to vindicate this attitude. The fighting 
was over before school began again in the fall, and none of Gaston 
County’s volunteers got into any of it. Company G did serve with 
occupation troops in Cuba, and returned in the spring to tell of 
the joyous welcome of the liberated Cubans.”4 

In February of 1899, some residents of Gaston County might 
well have wished for service in the tropics. The coldest weather 
anybody could remember affected the county, with road-blocking 
falls of snow and sleet. On February 13, 1899, the weather bureau 
recorded a temperature of ten degrees below zero.> But this did 
not chill the enthusiasm of George Gray, the long-time industrial 
and civic leader, who on March 6, 1899, secured a charter for the 
Ozark Mills in Gastonia, with himself as president and John F. 
Love, his associate in other firms, as vice-president.” Others were 
planning more mills, while the distilleries that once had been 
Gaston County’s chief manufacturing activity had reduced their 
number to only sixteen.?” And the year of 1900, writing finis to the 
Nineteenth Century, wrote also new growth and promise for 
Gaston County. 


aad) tocar. aadeded, fins 
ati an owree bes ein na ie ah oa i | 
« atinsqso 


pir tag osslt. andvord aid anve sapien dont seeded. 
M.2gitedO. ginsogiee yin sone seek hed yanqmos wooed T 
Hbert bas .brolud2 .2 lsumsé golibas’.O sg1090 mmodasel 
alsxoqio2. babuloai etsormmulov THD: mone.) tediO .noaliW 
bes sive antengeA bas tomb 4 aiedeM 2nidasl, sD) eaioA 
sliniwin .O Asstt dsl .berdodl guined. .W 991099) eotavind 
ish, .W og1090 STD M adel, .bt0% A gorns[, aoatzo0 eoms[ 
bas zobodA..o adol aiwod .W sadoM, acidaol. ogto9D. ost 
gainodrigion mon einer yd bowie] saow orod T 2emodT .€ adol 
tio baossé oslt,.Jo OD yasqaroD es,.mi seowe of dguony,esago2 
” oci-ci.esinegmos evoitey boniol adie ynsM 2iromigest saifom) 
“.SOUSSiEgTO OnT82 

biod foods? pit brslisO to roistandaan onl bsirs3n09 ylovsero , 
bes zzsadoie" Jo imucaps mo ys tel) eovintoxs goiteubsrg on 
gnddel ofT .obusins, eids o1soibaivor ons ybogs1 om aud 7 tew 
nor to sno bis ist ony al nisge mmgod foodoe atoled 19v0 asw 
diiw svree bib yasqino. Ji lo ynth onal Jog craoImuloy eysmu0D 
Jo [fg1 of gatinge ots ai besrusiot bas ade mi eqoor noissqu350 
*ncduO beserodil sala Jo sigolow euoyoy sai 

uigim yamnssoD nos to emsbiest amos 2031 lo yrsuidsd al, 
totisaw tesbloy odT .29iqo8t-od2 si sorvis2 tol borleive over flow 
anidoold-beor diiw .yimweo ont boigsiis r9dmemex blues ybodyas 
wasisd todigow ons 0B! £1 yisstded xO 4osi2 bas wort to 2isl 
bib eidy 18 *.o193 wolad zs97g9b m9) lo smistoqms: s bobtoz91 
(sivesbai sois-gnol adi .yet2.sg1099 to mesieusiine oj Mido ton 
Hy tol asttado 6 batuos2 081.0, dots a0.odw toss! oivia bas 
¥ dol, bus taobiestg es Uoensid sdtiw winovesD ad 2lliM dresO 
o19W wea) agape! de at Bijienitionertioe 
1 esirsiliseib | ellter 9 | 


5 


ui pee as, cet 


; it Ais ae AU 5 

S) ie at ‘ : 

at iF, al LAT an » - 4 a ls ‘ 
7m Ase rv, oi & os " f a PD) i /, 
a of) ays oa Bates : a 

Viele ee Ns hy) Sac i 


140 The County of Gaston 


On January 29, Arlington Cotton Mills received its charter of 
incorporation at Gastonia. It was founded by a Gastonian part- 
nership already noted for manufacturing activity and success, 
G. W. Ragan, Laban Jenkins, C. E. Adams, J. D. Moore, and A. A. 
McLean. Two weeks later, on February 12, the Lowell Cotton 
Mills was incorporated at Lowell. On February 19, George Gray 
and John F. Love again became president and vice-president, 
respectively, of Loray Mill, planned as the largest and most com- 
plete cotton mill ever to be organized under a single roof in Gaston 
County. The capital was one million dollars, far larger than any 
authorized for any previous factory in the region. And on March 
6, at Cherryville, was organized the Vivian Cotton Mills. Its incor- 
porators included men of ancient and honored pioneer names— 
S. S. Mauney, D. W. Aderholt, M. E. Rudisill, and others.”8 

Pruden Hall had become Jones Seminary. After a brief closing, 
it reopened in 1900 under the auspices of the First Presbytery, 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

That year, Gaston County proved Democratic politically in all 
elections. Oscar F. Mason, the Dallas attorney who had been in 
the state senate, was elected representative.?? In August, Gaston 
County voted in favor of the Constitutional amendments that vir- 
tually disfranchised Negro voters, 2,482 to 1,581. In November, 
Gaston’s vote for President went Democratic by a very small mar- 
gin, 1,931 votes for William Jennings Bryan against 1,626 for W1l- 
liam McKinley; but Gaston’s Democrats were far stronger in the 
returns for governor, 2,514 for Charles B. Aycock to 1,584 for 
Spencer B. Adams.®*° 

Late in the year, W. F. Marshall, who nearly a decade before had 
briefly owned the Gazette, bought it back. “In trouble again,” 
he headed an ironic editorial; but that was meant for a joke. Nei- 
ther he nor most of Gaston’s citizens considered themselves in 
trouble, individually or as a region.*! 

In thriving Gastonia, J. H. Separk had become principal of Oak- 
land High School to succeed Professor Atkins. The Main Street 
Methodist Church, which had developed from the old Shiloh 
Meeting House, had a fine new building. Gastonia had a city hall, 
too, built in 1899 at a cost of $3,385 for grounds and construction. 
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The ’Nineties 14] 


To meet these and other expenses of progress the tax levy of the 
town had been increased to 50 cents on each $100 valuation of 
property and $1.50 per poll. A city bond issue had been voted to 
pay for electric street lights, a municipal water works, and a sew- 
age system—and those electric lights were turned on when the sun 
went down on October 10, 1900.22 

The haphazard system of keeping up the county’s roads by citi- 
zens had been altered. Convict labor, supervised by qualified engi- 
neers, finished a road with macadamized surface from Gastonia to 
Dallas. Before the work gangs and machinery had departed, the 
town of Belmont raised the sum of $2,000 to pay for continuance 
of road building as far as the bridge across Armstrong’s Ford on 
the South Fork.* | 

The United States census of 1900 revealed a county population 
of 27,903, an increase of 10,139 over that of 1890. The towns, with 
their factories and improvements, had all grown in greater or less 
degree. 7 

Gastonia was, of course, many times the largest, with 4,610 
residents. Then came McAdenville with 1,144, and then the newly 
incorporated Bessemer City, which in a single decade had grown 
from almost nothing to 1,100. Cherryville was close behind, with 
1,008 citizens. King’s Mountain, too, had grown from the smallest 
of beginnings in ten years to 781 on the Gaston side of the western 
county line. Mount Holly, with 650, had outstripped Dallas, the 
county seat, which had increased only slightly to a total of 514. 
Mountain Island had 450, Lowell 200, and Belmont 143. These 
incorporated communities had a total population of more than 
13,700, nearly half the figure for the whole county. 

The census listed ninety-six manufacturing establishments in 
the county, with 104 proprietors and firm members, eighty-six 
salaried officials, and 3,966 other employees. This added up to 
4,156 in manufacturing, more than half the persons gainfully 
employed in Gaston County.*4 

The new century had brought a manifest shift in residence from 
the farm to the town, and in employment from the field to the 
factory. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(Summer, 1893) 


... [here are many valuable beds of iron ore in [Gaston] 
County, and the manufactories of cotton, and formerly of iron, 
have attended considerable importance. It is one of the oldest iron 
manufacturing regions of the South, some of its furnaces dating 
back nearly one hundred years. In water-power it has superior 
advantages. It has also several noted gold mines. The waters of the 
Catawba provide great water-power, long utilized for manufac- 
turing purposes; and, lying within the cotton belt, a stimulus has 
been given to the manufacture of cotton goods to such an extent 
as to have created independence of the rude process of nature. 
Numerous factories, operated by steam, have been erected at 
Mount Holly, Gastonia, Stanley Creek and other points.... 


—HANpD-Book oF NorTH CAROLINA, 
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE (1893) 
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Many Changes 


» NE HUNDRED and fifty years of settlement had vastly 
changed Gaston County, as it had changed the nation and 
the world. Those wooded hills and thicketed bottoms, first home- 
steaded in the time of George II and defended by the pioneer set- 
tlers against Indians, redcoat British, and Union soldiers, had 
become civilized and ordered. Even where towns had not sprung 
up, farmhouses, fields, barnyards, roads, and pastures had divided 
and conquered the primitive forests. In the 1880's a blight had vir- 
tually wiped out the ancient chestnut groves of Gaston County, 
and many native trees once plentiful had been hewn away for lum- 
ber, fuel, or just to clear the ground for planting. Among the varie- 
ties of trees that had become scarce in the dawn of the Twentieth 
Century were scalybark hickory, pawpaw, black walnut, persim- 
mon, and locust.’ Yet there remained great tracts of timber to be 
felled. 
A number of interesting events happened in Gaston County dur- 
ing the year 1901, to the profit and pleasure of the various commu- 


nities. Belmont, a pleasant little town with historical associations 


that went back to the very beginnings of history along the Catawba 
River, was of all established Gaston County communities the long- 
est without an important factory of its own. On February 26, 1901, 
a group of cotton mill chieftains from Gastonia came to Belmont 
to discuss with the town’s leaders the organization of a mill there. 
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144 The County of Gaston 


Robert Lee Stowe, merchant and political leader of Belmont, 
was still short of his fortieth birthday as he greeted the visitors at 
the Southern Railway station. With him came his neighbor and 
associate, M. N. Hall. The men from Gastonia were surely men 
worth hearing on the subject of cotton mills, George Alexander 
Gray, John F. Love, and R. P. Rankin. 

The party sat down together on benches in the station waiting 
room and came immediately to the point they had met to discuss. 
Several present could speak for friends with money to invest. Gray 
acted as chairman of the meeting, with Stowe as secretary. ‘he 
others pledged themselves as incorporators, investors, and direc- 
tors. By quick action they formed a company and named Rankin 
president, Love vice-president, and Stowe secretary-treasurer. In- 
corporation was achieved the following month, with a capital of 
$75,000. The factory was called Chronicle Mills, in honor of young 
Major William Chronicle, still remembered as Gaston County’s 
most romantic fighting defender.? 

At Dallas that September, young Alfred Lee Bulwinkle was 
eighteen years of age. He had finished the equivalent of high school 
and had worked during his teens as a clerk in a general store of 
the town. He had impressed a number of school officials so favor- 
ably that they hired him as a teacher in the public schools. His 
purpose in teaching, he announced, was to earn money enough to 
pay for his own education as a lawyer. 

In Gastonia, also in September, a great step forward was taken 
in education. By special election, the city had voted an annual tax 
of 30 cents per $100 worth of property and 90 cents per poll for 
establishment and maintenance of a public graded school system. 
W. T. Love, as mayor, was ex-officio chairman of the first board of 
school commissioners for Gastonia, and the versatile and busy 
George Gray found time to serve as secretary-treasurer of the 
board, the same office he held for the town’s board of aldermen. 
The grounds and building of Oakland High School were turned 
over to the town for use as the first school for white children, and 
another building was purchased for use as a Negro school. A num- 
ber of pupils attended from outside the town limits of Gastonia, 
paying small tuition fees.‘ 
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Many Changes 145 


On the day after Christmas, 1901, twenty-one-year-old James 
W. Atkins, son of Professor Benjamin E. Atkins, arrived in Gas- 
tonia to become a reporter for the Gazette. That newspaper now 
had a competitor in town, the Gastonia News published by Hugh 
and Edward Long, and other newspapers were issued in Cherry- 
ville and Bessemer City.° 

On February 25, 1901, the Kindley-Belk Company was opened 
in Gastonia as the sixth store in the Belk group. 

Only the distilleries seemed to be languishing in Gaston County, 
and the forces of prohibition felt that, after ten years of repeal, the 
time had come to strike another blow at the heart of the local 
liquor interests.° In 1902, the county’s anti-liquor forces strongly 
supported the candidacy of John F. Leeper, a prosperous business 
man of Belmont, for the office of state representative. The swift 
growth of Gaston’s population had brought about action by the 
Legislature to make of Gaston a separate district that would be 
allowed to elect a state senator and two representatives every two 
years, and so another candidate announced for office, W. T. Love 
of the strong textile family of Gastonia. Love vigorously sponsored 
the continued agitation to get the courthouse moved to his home 
town. 

Both Leeper and Love were elected to the Lower House. The 
new state senator was S. J. Durham, who served as secretary-treas- 
urer of the Southern Cotton Mills at Bessemer City and who had 
gained confidence and resources toward founding a mill of his 
own.’ At the meeting of the Legislature at Raleigh that February, 
Leeper and Love each introduced a cherished bill. Leeper’s pro- 
posal was for county prohibition,’ Love’s for a special election on 
the question of making Gastonia the new county seat.® 

Leeper was able to make common cause with other advocates of 
prohibition in both houses of the Assembly, and his bill, as finally 
introduced, was for making illegal the manufacture or sale of dis- 
tilled liquors in Gaston and Cleveland counties. It was a modestly 
phrased proposition, when compared with the earlier law. No 
prohibition of wine or cider making was included in its provisions, 
and whiskey, it specified, could be sold by druggists upon doctors’ 
prescriptions. The law was passed, and made effective as of July 1.1° 
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Love’s bill for the county seat election was passed by the Legis- 
lature, and the election was set for April 22.” 

That action touched off instant fierce argument at home. Little 
Dallas expressed sentiment against the change, and feeling ran 
high. The northern precincts of the county, in particular, upheld 
the storied claims of Dallas to remain the courthouse town. Voters 
were reminded that the expense of a transfer of court, jail, and 
records would be considerable. In rebuttal, B. G. Bradley of Gas- 
tonia organized a group of his fellow-townsmen that pledged 
$5,000 toward construction of a new courthouse in their town, and 
offered the proposal to the Board of County Commissioners. 

Debate among the commissioners was also strenuous, and when 
at last the offer was accepted by a majority vote, the chairman of 
the board and another commissioner resigned in a fury. As election 
day drew near, vigorous campaigning both for and against the 
measure excited the residents. | 

A large number of voters came to the polls, 3,557 in all, which 
_-was more than had voted for president in Gaston in the 1900 
election. The final count was 1,772 against the move and 1,708 in 
favor—defeat by only sixty-four votes. 

The Gastonia supporters were disappointed but not disheart- 
ened. They took comfort from the news that a majority of the 
more than 800 voters in Gastonia Township had actually voted for 
the removal. “The citizens of the place now stand as a unit for 
the upbuilding and progress of the place,” said a statement from a 
leader of the Gastonia campaign. “Gastonia is teeming with life 
and will grow in the future just as surely and solidly as in the 
past.”? As evidence that no bitterness remained, Gastonia textile 
men aided in the organization of the Morowebb Cotton Mills 
Company at Dallas that spring. The incorporators were C. J. 
Webb, J. D. Moore, J. O. White, Fred H. Robinson, E. L. Wilson, 
ANG |stats. : 

The prohibition act inspired far less dispute than the county 
seat election. The few remaining distillers had become pessimistic. 
Some of them moved their stills into South Carolina, others went 
into different businesses. Very little evidence of mourning was 
noted. on | gadl. be) ahha. 
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Another special county election was called for June 1, on the 
question of issuing $3,000 in bonds for the improvement of var- 
ious roads by hard surfacing. The turnout on election day was 
comparatively small and the bond issue was defeated, 834 to 721. 

The county school system was expanding, and in July of 1903 
an energetic superintendent of schools began his services at the 
courthouse in Dallas. He was F. P. Hall, a man who by heritage 
and training was a thorough educator. Mr. Hall succeeded in office 
L. M. Hoffman of Dallas, who had given many years of untiring 
service to education in the county. 

Hall was born in 1860, son of the Reverend John Davidson Hall 
who, at about the time of the county’s founding, had operated an 
academy at his home near the later town of Belmont. ‘The younger 
Hall graduated from Davidson College in 1887, taught for two 
years at Edenton in eastern North Carolina, then returned to his 
native Gaston County, where he had taught at the Belmont Acad- 
emy. As superintendent of schools he proved at once to be as good 
an administrator as he had been a teacher, very much the right 
man in the office at the time when the county’s schools were grow- 
ing in number and size, and improving in method.” 

In 1903, Jones Seminary became Linwood Female College. 
More and more textile firms were chartered as months went by, 
and here and there throughout the county had sprung up commu- 
nities of houses, gathered around the great factory buildings like 
flocks of chickens around mother hens. Often the owners of the 
mills made their homes in the same industrial villages with the 
workers, and were on easy terms of friendly sociability with their 
neighbors. Several firms urged that their employees take advantage 
of opportunities to invest, and allowed shares of stock to be bought 
and paid for with installments from weekly wages.”” 

The year 1904 seemed to afford special examples of the new age 
of machines, industrialization, and enlightenment. B. M. Holland 
of Gastonia proudly drove an automobile into town, a shiny one- 
cylinder steam Oldsmobile.!? Wherever it parked, a crowd of 
curious admirers instantly gathered to stare and ask questions. 
News came up the Catawba River of the Duke Power Company's 
great hydroelectric power plant near Fort Mill below the South 
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Carolina border. More plants of the same sort would be built in 
the near future, turning water power into electric power, business 
leaders assured each other. Then the industries of Gaston County, 
already considered so prosperous and so explosively on the 
increase, would be greater than ever.’ 

Also in 1904, ministers and other interested persons arranged a 
public meeting to organize the Gastonia Library Association. A 
library was set up in the hall of the Y.M.C.A. Building.” Dallas 
citizens were glad that year to welcome Alfred Lee Bulwinkle 
home, after a year at the University of North Carolina and success- 
ful passing of his bar examinations. He hung up his shingle in the 
old courthouse town and began to build a practice. He was twenty- 
one years of age and destined for adventures and triumphs.” 

The founding of new cotton factories continued—the Gray 
Manufacturing Company at Gastonia two days before the end of 
1904 and, in 1905, the Imperial Yarn Mills at Belmont, the Ver- 
mont Mills at Bessemer City, the Woodlawn Manufacturing 
Company at Mount Holly, and the Clara Manufacturing Company 
at Gastonia. In 1906 no fewer than eight were chartered, three of 
them in Gastonia and two in Bessemer City.”” One of these new 
factories was of particular importance that year, the Mayes Manu- 
facturing Company on the west bank of the South Fork, two miles 
below McAdenville and three west of Belmont. 

The site of the new company was the beautiful Holland farm, 
near which ran the Southern Railway. Late in the Nineteenth 
Century a homecoming businessman who had seen textile centers 
both North and South had gazed from the car window as his train 
crossed the bridge over the South Fork. “This would be an ideal 
location for a mill village,’ he observed to a companion. “In fact, it 
could be made to surpass in beauty a village through which I 
passed only a few days ago, the most beautiful village I have seen in 
my travels.” 

Similar thoughts had occurred to a group of textile men, J. H. 
Mayes, Stuart W. Cramer, L. A. Dodsworth, C. L. McLean, and 
H. W. Branson. The mill they founded had an authorized capital 
of $100,000, and when it began operation, there promptly sprang 
up around it the beginnings of that beautiful mill village once 
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foretold. Mayworth was this settlement’s first name, later changed 
to Cramerton.” 

The earlier proposed bond issue of $3,000 for road improve- 
ment, once defeated by the voters of the county, had been revived 
and offered at an election in 1905. On the second attempt it was 
handily carried, 1,602 votes for the bonds and 601 against. Mac- 
adamizing of various principal county roads followed in 1906, with 
use of convict labor gangs.** 

In October of 1906, the Gastonia Gazette, now a semi-weekly, 
was purchased from Marshall for $4,000 by Professor Benjamin E. 
Atkins and his two sons, James and Emmett, who organized the 
Gazette Publishing Company.” 

Some evidence of slower business activity began to be felt, but 
several new factories were incorporated. Three were founded in 
1907, at Bessemer City, Belmont, and Cherryville, and two in 1908, 
one between Bessemer City and King’s Mountain and one at 
Mount Holly. These additional mills seemed, for the time being, 
to bring the textile industry of Gastonia to the saturation point. 

Here and there, hard times and even distress were noticeable. 
Some factories changed hands or were merged with others. Excel- 
lent relations existed between owners and employees, each ready 


to help the other. The county estimated that its population had 


increased to 40,000, and the total value of taxable property was 
no less than ten million dollars, an increase of more than $3,500,- 
000 in five busy years. Some of this growth and prosperity surely 
could be credited to the outlawing of the manufacture and sale of 
liquor, said those who had made Gaston County dry and were 
advocating the state prohibition law that would be offered that 
year for approval of the voters. On election day, Gaston County’s 
voting men turned out to the number of 2,691. Of these, 2,058 
were in favor of statewide prohibition, to only 643 against it. ‘That 
majority of 1,415 was indicative of North Carolina’s prohibition 
spirit, which triumphed throughout the state by a majority of 
more than 40,000 for prohibition.” 

This change of old attitudes heartened once again the civic 
leaders of Gastonia, who still wanted the county seat moved to 
their town. | 
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Dallas felt and spoke to the contrary. The mills were prosperous; 
the town had grown somewhat; and recently there had been 
organized the Gaston Guards as Company B of the First North 
Carolina Infantry, with Attorney Alfred Lee Bulwinkle as its 
captain. But in 1909, the twice-defeated proposal was brought 
once again before the Legislature, under sponsorship of state 
Senator J. S. Manning of Durham County. The measure passed, 
and the election was set for August 5. 

At once, Gastonia’s political leaders and merchants pledged the 
sum of $43,000 for a new courthouse and jail, if the county seat 
were moved. Dallas supporters managed to raise pledges of $21,000 
to improve county property if the courthouse stayed where it was. 
On August 5th, the largest number of voters ever polled in Gas- 
ton County turned out—5,281 voters. 

It was a quiet, orderly election in Dallas, Gastonia, and every- 
where else. When the polls were closed and the count completed, 
Gastonia was named as the new county seat, by a vote of 2,965 to 
9,326, a majority of 629—small, but decisive. 

The transfer of the courts, jail, offices, and records was set for 
LSE: 
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THEN AND THERE 
(March 3, 1909) 


Chapter 455 

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact: 

I. That on the first day of August, one thousand, nine hundred 
and nine, an election shall be held in the county of Gaston, this | 
State, to ascertain the will of the people of said county as to the 
removal of the county seat from its present location in the town 
of Dallas to the town of Gastonia, in said county.... 


—Pusiic LAws AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE 
STATE OF NorTH CAROLINA (1909) 
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Life’s Road and Trestle 


™ NOTHER census year had come. In 1910 the official records 

L of the government showed that Gaston County had a popu- 
lation of 37,063, rather less than had been estimated two years 
before. Property values, too, were slightly below estimate, a total 
of $9,347,191 in real estate and personal property. A slight busi- 
ness recession might be the explanation for both these lags. 

Civilization had arrived in Gaston County to stay, however. ‘The 
census listed ninety-nine public schools, sixty-eight of them for 
white pupils and thirty-one for Negroes. Banks operated in Gas- 
tonia, Dallas, Cherryville, Mount Holly, Bessemer City, and 
Belmont. There were five newspapers, two in Gastonia and one 
each in Dallas, Cherryville, and Bessemer City. 

Dallas, still sorrowing for the loss of the courts and county ofh- 
cials, had an official population of 1,065. Cherryville had 1,153, 
McAdenville 983, Stanley 321, Harden’s Mills 400, Mount Holly 
526, Lowell 876, Bessemer City 1,529, and Belmont 1,176. Gas- 
tonia, the proud county-seat-elect, had no less than 5,759, and 
real and personal property there came to an estimated $1,871,506, 
more than a fifth of the entire county valuation.’ The officials of 
Gastonia were revising the charter, to read “‘city” instead of 
“town.” 

Gastonia well deserved the change in designation. It had electric 
lights, trolley cars, clubs, banks, newspapers, fine homes, and pros- 
perous business houses. It planned extension of its limits, to grow 
still larger in size and population and importance.® 
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The ten incorporated towns, together with the various mill vil- 
lages, made Gaston first in number of towns for all North Carolina 
counties. Only the southwestern part of Gaston was townless, 
thinly settled and almost without industries, while a very few 
farms were operated in the northwestern part, around Pasour 
Mountain below High Shoals. There were still opportunities for 
fortunes by farming, expert observers felt certain. 

“The county offers inducements to settlers,” wrote the author 
of a government soil survey bulletin in 1910, “and could support 
many times the present population if all the arable land were 
intensively farmed.” 

Yet farm lands were not cheap in Gaston County. ‘The average 
price was $35 an acre, and the average size was about ninety acres. 
The soil survey expert noted that small tracts—ten or fifteen acres 
—were usually the best kept and developed, and that tenant farm- 
ers were hard to hire because of the opportunities for employment 
in industries. Most farms were worked by their owners, some of 
whom understood and practiced crop rotation. But, thought the 
observer, there was still room for improvement. 

“A greater diversification and a more systematic rotation of 
crops should be practiced in order to build up the soil and increase 
the yields,” he advised. “Cotton has for many years been the favor- 
ite crop, and not enough attention has been given to the grain, 
corn, and hay crops. More corn, oats, wheat, hay and meat should 
be produced and more cattle kept on the farms so that Gaston 
County would export instead of having to import flour, meat, and 
hay.’’ 

The Duke Power Company had begun its hoped-for extension 
of hydroelectric plants. Construction of a steam plant began on the 
Catawba River near Mount Holly, and a great system of electric 
lines, carried throughout the Carolina Piedmont region on high 
steel towers with 100,000 volts of power, was laid out. And the 
factories continued to increase in number. 

In 1910 a new mill, the Stanley Manufacturing Company, came 
to Stanley, and in 1911 two more, the Atlas Manufacturing Com- 
pany and the Sanders Spinning Company, to Bessemer City. Others 
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were in the planning, and Gaston County began to call itself the 
textile capital of the South.® 

On Sunday, January | of 1911, the county seat was officially 
moved from Dallas to Gastonia. The Gastonians were elated, but 
their leaders advised a display of tactful restraint. Nobody wanted 
the old arguments and recriminations to break out again. The 
handsome new courthouse was two stories high and built of buff- 
colored brick, with all woodwork inserted in such a manner as to 
be virtually fireproof. The roof was of massive tile, the steps and 
inner panelling of marble. It was considered one of the finest 
courthouses in all the mid-South.’ 

Along with their offices came the officials. Five of the most im- 
portant were Clerk of the Court G. C. Cornwell, Sheriff D. B. 
McLean, Register of Deeds A. J. Smith, Treasurer J. A. Holland, 
and Coroner C. L. Chandler. The coroner resigned shortly, and 
R. L. Wilson of Gastonia was appointed in his place. Register 
Smith and Treasurer Holland found new homes in Gastonia. 
Cornwell, the clerk of the court, still lived in Dallas and commuted 
the four miles daily. Sheriff McLean already lived in Gastonia.® 

Other Dallas citizens also moved to the new county seat, includ- 
ing Attorney Alfred Lee Bulwinkle, newly married, a rising power 
in regional Democratic politics and captain of the Gaston Guards, 
Company B of the First North Carolina Infantry.® The Guards 
moved company headquarters with their captain. First Lieutenant 
J. M. Wirt Summey of Dallas resigned and another Dallas officer, 
Second Lieutenant W. S. Barfield, was promoted, while Clyde 
Craig of Gastonia became second lieutenant. The company busied 
itself to obtain ground for a rifle range, the first ever owned and 
operated by a North Carolina National Guard unit. The guards- 
men practiced regularly, and became fine marksmen.”° 

The historic old courthouse at Dallas, its red brick walls recently 
sheathed in smooth gray concrete, was offered at auction and went 
for $7,000 to the Gaston Land and Manufacturing Company, 
headed by the versatile Thomas L. Craig.1! A sixty-three-year era 
had come to an end for the first seat of county government; but 
Dallas had loyal, progressive citizens and radiant memories. It also 
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had three thriving cotton factories, and in 1912 the Dorothy Man- 
ufacturing Company, with S. M. Robinson, J. C. Rankin, and C. E. 
Mason as incorporators and an authorized capital of $250,000, was 
founded there.” Dallas would not fade into a ghost town. 

Gastonia felt that it had troubles when the huge Loray Mills to 
the west of the city limits, with the surrounding settlement of 
houses and stores, proposed to incorporate as an independent 
town. Mayor Thomas L. Craig and the board of aldermen of the 
new county seat met on February 21, 1911, and pledged themselves 
to defeat the move in the Legislature. At the same time, Gastonia 
citizens held a mass meeting to protest the incorporation and me- 
morialized their city officials to oppose passage of the incorporation 
act offered in the General Assembly. Political influence was mus- 
tered, the act failed of passing, and Gastonia’s city limits were 
extended to include the mill and its surrounding community, 
greatly increasing the city’s population and responsibilities.” An- 
other school, called Loray Graded School, was added to the city 
system at once, to serve the children of the mill community.“ 

The county as a whole grew and kept on growing. The Pied- 
mont Traction Company had surveyed a line for an interurban 
road between Charlotte and Gastonia. On May 20, 1912, the rails 
were laid as far as the Modena Cotton Mill in East Gastonia, and 
on July 4 they had come to the station point in midtown. A year 
later the Catawba Power Company opened a steam plant at 
Mount Holly for the production of electric power.” 

Throughout all Gaston County, a large proportion of dwellers 
both in towns and on the nearby farms were factory workers, and 
as more factories were established new workers came from other 
parts of the country. Mecklenburg County, which showed a 12 per 
cent loss in a decade according to the 1910 census, felt that most. 
of the departed population had sought work in Gaston County. 
But Mecklenburg, as well as Cleveland and Lincoln counties to 
west and north of Gaston, and York County below the South Caro- 
lina line, still sent emigrants to the mill employment offices as the 
second decade of the Twentieth Century grew older.’® Northern 
financiers invested money in the factories along the Catawba, and 
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from the textile centers of New England arrived men to own and 
manage mills. Yet the greater part of Gaston County industry was 
still financed by Gaston County capital and managed by Gaston 
County officials. 

The death of George Alexander Gray in 1912 saddened Gas- 
tonia and all the surrounding region. Gray’s career and character 
had been a source of amazement and inspiration to all who were 
acquainted with him. From child worker in the old Woodlawn 
Mill of the Linebergers to superintendent, engineer, and textile 
empire builder, he had made his way by unflaggingly hard and 
intelligent labor. He had taken important initiative in organizing 
five of the largest mills of the region, had found time to work con- 
structively for his town and county in public affairs and private, 
and had donated generously to church and school development. 
His death at sixty-one years of age was recognized as a bitter loss. 
Old associates and ambitious new men strove to carry on in his 
place.” 

In 1914, the nations of Europe went to war. That meant in- 
creased orders for yarns and fabrics from Gaston’s many factories. 
Earlier worries over slowed business seemed to evaporate in the 
new flood of activity. Robert Lee Stowe, official of two Belmont 
mills and active in many fields of political and civic endeavor, 
became head of the county Board of Commissioners that year, and 
devoted himself to furthering the progress of his native region.” 

By special election, a slice of the western part of the county was 
cut away and given to Cleveland County in 1915. This territory 
included all of the Gaston County part of the town of King’s 
Mountain, with four textile mills. Gaston County voters grumbled 
that it was an unjust theft of many square miles of their county.” 
But in the early months of 1916, seven new manufacturing firms 
were organized,” just before national military emergency and 
Nature administered a greater shock than the loss of parts of two 
townships. 

On June 3, 1916, Attorney Alfred Lee Bulwinkle was nominated 
to the state Senate by the Democrats of Gaston—a nomination tan- 
tamount to election. But four days later he was forced to decline 
to run for office. Trouble along the Mexican border had brought 
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about mobilization of the National Guard, and Company B was 
ordered to join the First Regiment and head for the Rio Grande.” 
With Captain Bulwinkle went Clyde Craig, first lheutenant and 
second in command now, and the whole unit of rifle-wise men. 

These troops left home just in time to miss the most terrible 
flood in the history of the Catawba country, on Sunday, July 16, 
1916. 

Rain had begun falling in torrents two days earlier, all the way 
up to the river’s headwaters in the western mountains. Down the 
slopes and along the creeks rushed the swelling freshets, overflow- 
ing farms in the bottoms, isolating houses, driving men and stock 
to hilltops and bluffs along the Catawba and South Fork. 

Fierce, turbid, foam-crested, carrying trees and timbers like 
dancing straws, the flood came down both waterways. Bridge after 
bridge was torn from its fastenings and swept away, even the great 
railroad trestles of the Southern and the Piedmont and Northern 
lines that were set on massive piers. At Harden’s Mills, well up the 
South Fork toward the Lincoln County line, the water was nine 
and a half feet deep around the mill, while the village streets of 
Harden ran full, like canals in old Venice. At McAdenville the 
mill buildings were submerged to their very eaves, and the town 
looked drowned. Cows, horses, and men were washed away. 

But the worst disaster of all was at Mount Holly. 

There the Catawba rose full fifty-five feet above normal. North 
of Mount Holly, the mill of the Mountain Island Manufacturing 
Company was completely obliterated—sturdy buildings, ware- 
houses, and a thousand bales of cotton were carried off by the 
thundering flood. Damage at that factory alone was estimated at 
$350,000. 

The high tragedy of the flood happened at the Southern Rail- 
way bridge near Belmont. Nineteen men were at work in an 
attempt to brace the trestle with cables and timbers, just as it was | 
ripped from its fastenings. For a moment it seemed to sail like a 
raft; then it broke into pieces. Agonized watchers saw the work- 
men gulped down by the great foamy deluge. 

Towns were isolated, without electricity, mail, or supplies. Yet 
brave men were found to dare the billows. On the day after the 
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flood two Negroes, Peter Stowe and Fonz Ross, launched a row- 
boat and voyaged on the still swift and tossing torrent, and from 
treetops along the battered banks rescued six of the nineteen work- 
men carried away in the wreckage of the railway trestle. ‘The 
bodies of seven others were recovered far below. Six had vanished. 
The total loss was never accurately computed. Damages to the 
trestles and bridges of Gaston County were reckoned at $250,000. 
And country musicians began to sing a weirdly mournful ballad: 


It was on a Sunday eve, 

Many hearts were made to grieve 
By the story I shall tell. 

’Twas the sixteenth of July 

And Catawba’s floods were high 
With the awful rain that fell. 
Long and constant poured the rain 
Till each brooklet, creek and drain 
Made a torrent deep and wide... 


When the tragic message sped 

Of the missing and the dead, 

Swiftly night was coming on. 

Hands were wrung and hair was torn— 
Men must work and women mourn 
For their loved ones lost and gone. 


The song can still be heard in some country districts, picked 
on guitar or banjo and sung sadly, with a moral lesson at the end: 


While your Lord and loved ones plead, 
Now, my sinner friend, take heed, 
Cleanse yourself from sin and crime— 
You are but a workman too, 

On life’s road and trestle crew, 

Moving o’er the River ‘Time. 


Months were consumed in repairing the damage. Railroad pas- 
sengers had to be ferried across the river while the bridges were 
being built again. 
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At the great bend of the Catawba, in the northeastern corner of 
the county, the earth was ripped open to show the buried remains 
of vanished Indian tribes. Skeletons were found, baked earthen- 
ware pots, stone heads for spears and arrows, and a metal pot. 
There were many beads, some made of the pierced teeth of ani- 
mals, others of glass, apparently the wares of traders who had come 
down the ancient path from Virginia two centuries before. 

The submerged factories from which the waters at last ebbed 
and which had to be returned to activity at great expense included 
the Spencer Mountain Mill, the Mount Holly Mill, the Wood- 
lawn, the McAdenville Mills, the Nims Mill, and the Mount Holly 
Steam Plant of the Duke Power Company.” 

But already the Duke Power Company was planning tremen- 
dous projects of dams and lakes for its hydroelectric developments. 
These were important matters in flood control, assuring that never 
again would Gaston County undergo a disaster like that of 1916.” 

In February, 1917, Company B returned from military service 
on the Mexican border but was not long in civilian life. ‘T'wo 
months later, the United States entered the European War. ‘The 
company, recruited to maximum war strength by a prompt rush of 
volunteers, was federalized for service overseas. Captain Bulwinkle 
became a major in the 113th Field Artillery, while Company B was 
made part of the 105th Engineers. Young Gregg Cherry, graduated 
from Trinity College and a lawyer in Gastonia, won a captain's 
commission to command Company A, 115th Machine Gun Battal- 
ion. All of these organizations went into the Thirtieth Division, 
which was sent to France and into battle. 

Men taken from Gaston County by the draft went for the most 
part into the Eighty-first Division which, along with the Thirtieth, 
helped to smash the Hindenburg Line in 1918. All told, hundreds 
of soldiers from Gaston served in World War I.” 

At home, Gaston County’s citizens financed and organized the 
Soldiers’ Recreation Center. The mills ran continuously, day and 
night, to meet government orders for war materials. Work sched- 
ules were difficult to maintain during the influenza epidemic of 
1918, when whole villages of mill workers were stricken and the 
mill owners and their office forces acted as volunteer relief units 
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to bring food, medicine, and blankets to the sick families.” The 
epidemic came to an end at last, and so did the war. Gaston Coun- 
ty’s troops were given a noisy welcome home in early 1919. 

Some of them never came back. On a bronze war memorial in 
Gastonia were inscribed the names of Gaston County men who 
had died in their country’s service: 


Charles Adams, Thomas Allen, William A. Auten, Larkin Bess, Rob- 
ert L. Bowen, Lonnie Bynum, Henry Carpenter, Summey C. Cornwell, 
Carr Dalton, John I. Fayssoux, Thomas A. Garland, William Huff- 
stetler, Reid T. Huggins, Badger Johnson, Earl D. Johnson, Guyser 
Kanipe, James Lineberger, Lawrence Lineberger, Clarence Mauney, 
Henry Merrill, James McArver, Frank McFadden, William Nolen, 
Howard Oates, Stowe Petty, George W. Rhyne, Jack Spratt, Charles 
Stowe, Blaine Stroupe, Roy Summey, Marvin Teague, Lonnie C. Wal- 
ters, Marvin A. Ware, Clarence Waters.6 


In 1919, the J. M. Belk Company, which had succeeded Kindley- 
Belk in 1904, changed its name to the Matthews-Belk Company. 
J. H. Matthews had taken over the store’s direction in 1910, and 
under his leadership it would become Gaston County’s largest 
retail store, and parent organization for three branch stores in 
the county and others in South Carolina, Georgia, and Texas. 

Gaston County men looked to the postwar years with confidence, 
even with self-congratulation. By 1919, the county had more cot- 
ton mills than any other county in the nation, and more active 
spindles than all except three counties in New England. An eco- 
nomic and social survey by the University of North Carolina's 
Department of Rural Economics and Sociology, completed in 
1919, carried a list of ninety mills owned by seventy-seven corpora- 
tions. These had a total of 1,012,690 busy spindles and a total 
capital stock of some $27,500,000. Wages were considered good— 
$1.50 to $6.50 per day for male workers, and $1 to $4 a day for 
female workers. It was estimated that 21,000 persons, as employees 
and their families, were dependent on wages from mills, and 
11,000 operators were predicted for 1920. 

“The mill owners are coming more and more to consider the 
mill workers as: part of their tangible assets,” said the survey. 
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“They are providing good schools and are insisting on the chil- 
dren’s attending school. They are providing better health condi- 
tions, nurses for the mill women and children, recreation grounds, 
and better moral surroundings.” 

The survey also recognized great strides, within less than a 
decade, in the number and quality of public schools. It found that 
farms, when properly cultivated, were generally prosperous, and 
listed twenty-three factories other than cotton mills with a total 
capital of $137,955 and an annual payroll of $374,000. Gaston 
County might well be proud, the survey amplified, of its steady 
increase in population and wealth, its sustained agricultural activ- 
ity, its good system of transportation, and the health of its people. 
But the earlier opinions of the Federal government observer of 
1910 were upheld, in recommendations that idle land be farmed 
intelligently and that grain and livestock be raised in greater 
quantities. Finally, a frank criticism: 


Gaston ranks low in school attendance of both races....It is a good 
policy to invest time in education. But this is the least value of school- 
ing. The true value and worth comes from being trained to think 
sanely and to act wisely on one’s own initiative. The ignorant man Is 
destined to be the physical slave of the man with an intelligent brain. 


Gaston County’s low position among North Carolina counties 
for literacy and school attendance might well be raised, went on 
the recommendation, by higher pay for teachers and more active 
church work. And, to sum up: 


The only problem, as yet unsolved, is to get every child of school age 
into school. This problem will soon cease to exist, once the child labor 
law and the compulsory school attendance law work together effec- 
tively for the welfare of Gaston County children. 

With the problem of education for the mill child settled, the pros- 
pects of a greater Gaston in the future are exceedingly bright.” 


But Gaston County considered its future exceedingly bright 
under any circumstances. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(August, 1919) 


Gaston has within her borders more towns than any other 
county in North Carolina. They owe their existence mainly to 
the mill business. Most of the towns are small and consist almost 
entirely of mill people, who are enabled to exist because of the 
mills in the villages. Gastonia, the largest town in the county, has 
a population of about 15,000. It has within its limits 41 cotton 
mills—far more than any town or city in the State. It is a brisk, 
busy little city, with handsome church buildings and a high school 
building in sight, to cost half a million dollars. Everything and 
everybody in Gastonia is bright with business. 


—S. H. Hobbs, Jr., GASTON COUNTY, 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
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Upper left, Judge William Gaston, “statesman, scholar, State Supreme 
Court Justice, benefactor of his land and people,” whose name Gaston 
County bears. Upper right, James H. White, leader in struggle to establish 
Gaston County. Lower left, Lt. Col. William G. Morris, survivor of more 
than twenty battles and “farthest at Gettysburg.” Lower right, Col. Wil- 
liam A. Stowe, one of the first volunteers from the county for service in the 
Confederate Army, rose to highest rank among all countians in service. 
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Above, “Oak Grove,” home of Col. James Johnston, Revolutionary leader, 
Below, Home of William Rankin, teen-age soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, who lived to witness the creation of Gaston County in 1846. 
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Above, Home of William Joseph Wilson, register of deeds 1799-1816. Used 
as stopping place for stagecoaches, and served as post office for the Crow- 
ders Creek region. Below, The Jesse Holland home, one of first to be built 
in Dallas. Holland donated land for the new county seat. 
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Above, the first courthouse at Dallas, built in 1848, partially destroyed 
by fire in 1874, rebuilt in 1875. Seat of county government until 1911. 
Below, Hoffman House, situated across the street from first courthouse 
in Dallas. A three-story, 44-room brick structure, it was built in 1852 
as an inn. Home during court sessions of many famous judges, lawyers, 
and political candidates, 
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Above, the first cotton mill in Gaston County, Mountain Island Mill. Began 
operation in 1848. Destroyed by flood in 1916. Below, Woodlawn or Pin- 
hook Mill. Began operation in 1852 as second textile plant. 
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Above, Washington Iron Furnace, located on the Ormand farm near Besse- 
mer City, made cannon balls during American Revolution. Kettles, wash 
pots, and other iron utensils used in the homes of those days were manu- 
factured here. Below, a generator bearing the number “31” and installed 
by Thomas Edison prior to 1885 in McAden Mills to make possible the 
first electrically lighted mill in the South. Power was derived from a water 
wheel. 
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Above, Goshen Presbyterian Church, first church to be organized in the 
region of Gaston County (1764). Building pictured was situated between 
Belmont and Mount Holly; no longer standing. Below, This edifice, located 
one mile east of Dallas, was used as a house of worship from 1881 to 1920 
by members of Long Creek Memorial Baptist Church. Records of this 
historic church date back to 1772. 
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Above, Gastonia’s Main Avenue, looking west between Marietta and South 
streets. Horse-drawn vehicles created no traffic congestion in 1906. Below, 
this group of stiff-collared young men made up the Literary Society 
of Oakland High School in 1899. From left to right, front row: J. H. Separk 
(principal), Sam S. Shuford, T. Wesley Bradley, Claud A. Eury, E. Hope 
Forbes, Loy D. Thompson, John W. Moore. Back row: Bruce Rhyne, 
Charles Gamble, Jerome Spencer, Will B. Morris, Charles Bagby, Frank 
Hovis, Jim Fayssoux, Jim Eury, Edgar Lewis, J. Calvin. 
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Publication extolling Gaston College at Dallas in 1886. 
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Above, dormitory for Linwood College located at foot of Crowders Moun- 


tain. College closed in 1921. Below, aerial view of Belmont Abbey College 
and Cathedral. 
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Above, the Armington Hotel as it looked shortly after World War I. It was 
located near the Southern Railway station in Gastonia and was the leading 
commercial hotel of its period. The building was razed in the 1950's. Below, 
the Gaston Junior Legion All Stars of 1935, winners of the Little World 
Series played at Gastonta. Sacramento, California, All Stars were the losers. 
Pictured left to right, front row: W. A. Julian (athletic officer, Gaston Post 
No. 23), C. Dellinger, G. Armstrong, P. Wynn, Wm. Hand, L. Davis, R. 
Glover, A. J. Melvin (Post commander). Back row: J. D. Queen, J. Rudt- 
sill, Ray Smith (assistant coach), R. Hamilton, H. Moss, J. Spargo, C. 
Heayner, Wm. “Doc”? Newton (coach), H. Mauney, J. Parker, M. Dellinger. 
The bat boys are, left front, Donald (Hardrock) Brank and, right, Jimmy 
Phillips. Mascot Jimmy Newton is seated in the center of the front row. 
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In Gaston County today 225 plants are producing textile products, includ- 
ing machinery and supplies, and there are an increasing number of other, 
diversified industries. 4 bove, a long draft spinning frame at the Arlington 
plant of Textiles-Incorporated being tended by Carol Moore. Below, mod- 
ern high speed warper preparing yarn for looms. 
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Above, two of the newest and largest church buildings in the county today 
are the First Methodist of Gastonia (on left) and the First Baptist of Bel- 
mont. Below, the Frank L. Ashley Senior High School in Gastonia. 
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Gaston County takes pride in the fact that it possesses one of the best 
equipped library systems in the state. Pictured, top to bottom, are the 
Gastonia branch; the Belmont branch (Minnie Stowe Puett Memorial 


Library); and the Stanley branch. 
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dersie left, R. Gregg Cherry, governor of the State of North Carolina, 
945-1949. Above right, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle, member otf Congress, 1921- 
fobs 1931-1950. Below left, Basil L, Whitener, member of Congress, 1957. 
Below right, James W. Atkins, 60. years with the Gastonia Gazette as 
reporter, editor, and publisher; leader in numerous civic projects. 
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HE business slump that followed the war did not at once 

affect Gaston County seriously. Workmen had jobs and 
earned money. Thirteen weaving and spinning firms were incor- 
porated during 1920, seven of them in Gastonia and four in Bel- 
mont. The 1920 census indicated that the county’s population 
had grown to 51,242, an increase of almost fifty per cent over the 
figure for 1910. Gastonia had 12,871 residents, Belmont 2,941, 
Bessemer City 2,176, Cherryville 1,884, McAdenville 1,162, Mount 
Holly 1,160, Dallas 1,397, Lowell 1,151, and Stanley 584.! The 
combined populations of these nine incorporated municipalities 
alone was more than half of the total population of the county. 
The various unincorporated mill villages probably brought it up 
to two-thirds. Gaston had emerged all the way from the old 
forested frontier to be a region of urban dwellers and workers. 

A new whisper rose in Gaston County and throughout the 
South, the voice of labor leadership asking concessions from em- 
ployers. Cost of living was going up, said the spokesmen of the 
unions, while wages were going down. A brief strike in Mecklen- 
burg County was followed by labor disputes in other counties 
that neighbored Gaston; but in the banner textile county of the 
South, relations between the factory heads and their workers 
seemed good. On August 6, 1921, nine Gastonia cotton mills held 
a joint community picnic, a happy all-day program of games and 
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music and lots of food. Mill executives socialized with the workers, 
and the owners furnished cargoes of food. A spokesman for the 
operators was confident in 1921 as he told a Gazette reporter that 
no serious labor trouble was expected in Gaston County. “Last 
winter, when the snow was on the ground and the times were hard, 
we took care of our employees, and they appreciated it,” he said. 
“They are not going back on us at this time.”2— | 

Political activity was lively, as usual. Gaston Post No. 23, Amer- 
ican Legion, founded at the close of the war? announced that it 
planned no organized entrance into politics, but veterans sought 
and secured office. The Legion post’s first commander, Gregg 
Cherry, who had come back from the war a major, was elected 
mayor of Gastonia in 1919,* while Harley B. Gaston of Belmont, 
who had been a second lieutenant, went to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in 1921.5 A year later Alfred Bulwinkle, late major of 
the 113th Field Artillery, was elected to Congress,® the first Gaston 
County man to serve in that body since Greene Washington Cald- 
well; and Gaston won a second term in the North Carolina Legis- 
Jature. 

Linwood College, a four-year educational institution since 1914, 
was forced to close in 1921, but the postwar recession in business 
and employment seemed well met by the end of 1922, and a hope- 
ful indication of new prosperity and new expansion of manufac- 
turing activity was the opening, in 1923, of the Duke Power 
Company’s great hydroelectric power plant at Mountain Island, 
with a capacity of 60,000 kilowatts.” Since the end of the war the 
number of Gaston’s textile firms had increased to over a hundred. 

But evidence grew of deterioration in the old friendly relation- 
ship between mill boss and mill hand. One plainly evident reason 
was the great influx of workers from other regions, recruited by 
traveling labor agents to meet the demand for more men and 
women to work in the mills. Another was the ease of transporta- 
tion; good roads and the increasing use of the automobile inclined 
many owners to move away from their factories and mill villages, 
to live in the fashionably exclusive sections of larger towns and 
suburbs. Thus they lost touch with the simpler working folk who 
once had been their friends and neighbors. And some mills were 
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sold to large manufacturing chains with headquarters far away and 
were run thereafter by salaried superintendents and managers.® 

One such was the huge Loray Mill, once ambitious of being its 
own incorporated town. In 1923 it was merged with the Manville- 
Jenckes Company, Incorporated, along with the High Shoals 
Company on the site of the ancient Fulenwider iron furnaces.® 
The Loray factory was operated by the new company for the mak- 
ing of tire cord fabrics to serve the swiftly expanding automotive 
industry, and it still kept a huge force of operatives. Its rate of pay 
was considered good, though not the highest, in comparison with 
the generality of Gaston County mulls, and its workers were well 
housed and well cared for.’® “A good sized show,” commented one 
visitor, who observed that more than half a million dollars was 
being invested in neat, well constructed bungalows for the families 
of the operatives, together with two large dormitories to house 
unmarried men and women workers, with a cafeteria, laundry, 
bowling alley, pool room, and shower baths. ‘he Loray Commu- 
nity House was established as a center for classes in household 
management and sewing and for a day nursery to care for small 
children whose mothers worked at the looms.” 

Authorized capital for the Loray Mill and the High Shoals fac- 
tory grew from $28,300,000 to $39,000,000, which sounded like 
prosperity and plenty of work opportunities, even though the 
national lag in the textile business seemed to prevail. ““The com- 
pany has spared no pains or money in providing for the education 
and welfare of their employees,” said the Gazette on September 10, 
1926, and the workers were considered efficient, happy, and loyal.” 

One or two matters did grate, however, especially the high, tight 
fence that had been built around the Loray Mill, in the fashion 
common among factories in the North. Employees felt locked in 


during their working hours and called their factory “the jail.” 


Some of them left their jobs and were replaced by strangers.” 
Not all the new communities were mill villages. In 1925, an 
unusual little town was incorporated. ‘This was Dellview, near 
Cherryville, where lived two families descended from the pioneer 
Dellingers. They raised chickens, and in order to secure restric- 
tions against stray dogs that raided the coops they persuaded their 
kinsman, Representative David P. Dellinger, to present a bill for 
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incorporation in the General Assembly. The bill passed, and Dell- 
view became, and remained, the smallest incorporated town in 
North Carolina. 

Gaston County’s mill villages were part of a system that began 
to feel the pressure of challenging criticism from liberals and labor 
chieftains in the North. A number of disparaging things were 
said about the villages, some of them exaggerations. It was in 1927 
that Bishop John Cannon, Virginia Methodist leader, and other 
church dignitaries issued a statement entitled An Appeal to Indus- 
trial Leaders of the South, attacking the mill village system and 
blaming the mill owners for long hours, low wages, and poor liv- 
ing conditions. 

This statement, the so-called Bishops’ Appeal, gained wide 
publicity and support. In Gaston County, industrialists made little 
comment, but did not agree with the Bishops’ Appeal. Local min- 
isters rather resented the charges. The Gastonia Gazette became 
outspoken in an editorial of March 30, 1927: 


Life in the average mill village is far better than it is in many com- 
munities from which the villagers come. They have conveniences that 
were never heard of before. ... Residents of these communities are the 
most religious folk we have. The average of church attendance among 
them is higher than can be found in any other community. ... 


Mill executives inaugurated programs of improving the living 
conditions in the villages, and employees were thought to be 
grateful.*® 

Some observers, however, felt that poverty was universal in the 
villages and that it led to petty thievery and other crimes. One 
newcomer to Gaston County quit his mill job because, as he said, 
wages were beggarly and the workers “‘are not any better off than 
Negro slaves.” In 1927, while the Bishops’ Appeal was disallowed 
by industrialists, newspapers, and ministers, the Loray Mill recog- 
nized a diminishing of its profits. The executives planned retrench- 
ment, with lower wages, fewer workers. 

They brought in a new superintendent, Gordon A. Johnstone, 
who proved efficient and industrious but who, some said, did not 
have a personality that won his subordinates. He decreased expen- 


nail cade amie uhssaepnonde KAA aurOeibeS tame 
rods! bite elstedif: cron] minh guignsliasty bo wrretatg Sols los? 09 
s19W egnicls srcigavetiti es sthenaeahh Sas salt RAO. 
VSO Laut enw af enoiersggexs coils Io’setos wopelliv ort trods bing’ J 


toto bor .zwebsal seibodieM sinigni¥ gommmO.odo] qodeta tedi 


-asbatl ot Inada h wh balians somata botmal esivesingib dois © 
bas tesinge ogsiitv Uicr ont gatdoas Aare? alt Yo evshasl inet - 
“Vil "tooq Bis ogew wol wrnod gaol sundvammeigha flier of} yield 


2M bie. Ari 
ohiw homisg JesqqA: taqoideitl siti oi) romessie eT 
sitiil sheor weilsinizubat yiawoD worn al nogque bas Gisildug 


trisit Ie2nd saga aqordeiG onli ritive’serge sos bib Jud (sttomie03 © 


semaoad sitsson) sitoiass) oT, .eogvatta att borisest todisr erased 


NRO! 08 dorsM Be ppronlbs ne i ier | 


“£09 einen mi 2 si mses witod tal et egeiliv iio sgerovs onl! ni stil: 
ist? eamissvnoo sved yodT .omias weogsttin 9d3 sini soo eoitieum 
oft sie gsitinwsnmos szedt Io amsbieed ...,o10i0d lo bised asyom o1ow 


grionts sonsbasivs dais to sgsrovs ir ove sw Alol evoigiler om _ 


. yoietascrao3 aye Suhw brerot ad caso esti taigictet simodda 


gnivil ods yaivorqmi jo emetgo1g bortargueri evirus9x9 IM” 


sa errs cmenth reeds coer ceagalliv sd nf enoisibmos ” 


ody ni Snzravinw agw ystoveq andy sf3i ielesinan ibdeiulisdaan 


oO zomita verlto bas yrovoidls yiseq of bol sf asc ‘bag eagelliv 


ise orf 26 seusood dof Hint eid tiup yintoD mots of tenia 
nedt Ho re1ed yas son sk" eet ahr pod pre jew 


bnwollaab as Inq “ec Se oi SEE nt "See Orgs fs 
aor I qe ah aos ne seagate 


r ‘ 


cok Ahm Penta 1. RIE Oh 


2 
c 
ms! 
: 


=e 


Strike 167 


ditures and increased production. He let some workers go and 
raised the wages of others, at the same time giving them more work 
to do. “I believe in high wages for the efficient man,” he said, and 
his superiors seemed to agree. But workers, both those out of jobs 
and those on whom additional burdens of work had been placed, 


made so loud and fierce a protest that Johnstone was dismissed in 


November of 1928 and his policies were relaxed. A number of 
workers greeted this news by marching through the streets and 
cheering.*® 

It was a concession to the workers by the employers, but it came 
too late to heal all wounds. A golden opportunity had seemed to 
present itself in an unsuspected quarter, the central offices of the 
American Communist Party in New York City. 

That ambitious and ruthless organization controlled the Na- 
tional Textile Workers’ Union and had been ordered by its Rus- 
sian masters to spread its gospel in the South. Gaston County, as a 
focal point in the textile industry, seemed a logical place to start. 
The Communists set a vigorous and dedicated young organizer, 
Fred Beal, to the task of inflaming Gaston County’s workers. 

Beal was the son of Massachusetts textile workers, had served in 
the infantry during the European War, and had worked in mills 
himself. He had joined the Communist Party in 1928, and his 
fellow-Communists apparently considered him energetic and bold, 
though not particularly brilliant. He was sturdy, red-haired, and 
young, had made the most of a limited education, and exhibited 
some qualities of leadership. 

There is evidence that he was lurking in Gastonia during the 
dispute over the Loray superintendent's efficiency program. His 
partner was George Pershing, a special writer for the Communist 
Party paper, the Daily Worker. Pershing claimed kinship with 
John J. Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary 
Force in World War I, and said that he had served in the Army. 
His critics charged that he had been court-martialed and sentenced 
to prison, where he had become a Communist.” 

By January of 1929, these two adventurers began to organize a 
branch of the National Textile Workers’ Union at the Loray Mill, 
and swiftly signed up many members. They and their advisers felt 
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that here was a splendid point of deployment for their campaign of 
agitation. Said Pershing: ‘North Carolina is the key to the South, 
Gaston County is the key to North Carolina, and the Loray Mill 
is the key to Gaston County.” 

No strike threat was heard by employers for several months, 
but various officials were nervous about the union and planted 
spies in it. Word came to the front office of the Loray Mill in 
March, saying that the union leaders would demand a forty-hour 
week, a minimum weekly wage of $20, abolition of “speeding and 
doubling of work,” better living conditions with reductions of rent 
and service charges, and recognition of the National Textile Work- 
ers’ Union.’® 

That last condition, which would give bargaining power to a 
union not generally respected by the world of organized labor, 
was particularly baleful to the employers. On March 25, 1929, five 
men were discharged as fomentors of trouble. National leaders of 
the union asked the workers to wait and complete their organiza- 
tion, but the mill hands voted to strike. Some left their looms on 
Saturday, March 30, and on the evening of Monday, April 1, all 
union members walked out. “Don’t be a sneak,” they harangued 
non-union men. “Stick with the crowd and quit.” Virtually an 
entire shift responded.” : 

If Beal, Pershing, and other Communist agitators deplored this 
arbitrary action before plans and money for a long strike were in 
hand, they did not say so. Jubilantly Beal predicted a general strike 
in Gaston County that would spread throughout the South. He 
ridiculed the United Textile Workers’ Union and the American 
Federation of Labor as reactionary and impotent, and Pershing 
went farther than that. 

“Communism has worked successfully for eleven years in. Rus- 
sia,” he told a reporter on April 4, “and it can work successfully 
here. ... This Loray Mill and every other mill under the Commu- 
nist plan would be operated by a general committee made up of 
one representative from each department. They would elect a sort 
of manager who would be responsible to the general committee.” 

Such counting of Red chickens far ahead of hatching brought 
into the open the Communist leadership of the strike. Mill owners 
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and citizens generally said they were angered and startled by the 
statement, and some of the workers who had walked out were frank 
to say they were displeased. No general strike followed, but the 
Loray incident made headlines throughout the country. Commu- 
nist leaders ringingly praised the strikers and denounced the mill 


owners in inflammatory language. Numerous non-Communist 


liberals of international reputation also sided with the union. 
At home in Gaston County, the Gazette deplored the strike and 
expressed hope for conciliation. Though an editorial spoke of 
legitimate grievances of the workers, the paper was branded by 
the Reds as a tool of reactionary bossism.” The Loray Mill went 


ahead with a reduced force at the looms, some of those who had 


walked out returning. Pickets thronged the gates and fiercely 
resisted policemen and deputy sheriffs. Mayor W. T. Rankin tele- 
phoned Governor O. Max Gardner to ask for troops, and National 
Guardsmen arrived from Shelby.” 

Albert Weisbord, national secretary of the union, came to Gas- 
tonia and exhorted the strikers to stand firm. His effort to enlist 
Negro workers in the demonstration was unsuccessful—they stayed 
away from open meetings and boycotted a fish fry. On April 3 the 
Guardsmen cleared pickets from the streets around the Loray 
Mill, not without violent opposition. A woman striker clubbed a 
militiaman and was arrested. On the same day, the factory’s resi- 
dent agent refused to recognize Beal and Pershing as proper 
spokesmen for the strikers. “I will listen to our employees,” he 
said flatly, “but under no condition will I discuss the situation 
with the union organizers...for they are the old I. W. W. 
bunch.’ 3 

Handbills were distributed to the National Guardsmen, urging 
them to disobey their officers. “Fight with your class, the striking 
workers, against our common enemy the textile bosses,’ said one 
bill. “Join us on the picket line and help us win the strike.” And 
Weisbord advised women and girls to smile upon the soldiers: 
“Urge them to create trouble in their ranks so when the order 
comes to shoot us down they won’t obey.’ 

Violence continued. More strikers were arrested. Money, raised 
by national fund campaigns, arrived to finance the strike. Some 
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textile workers, with their wives and children, were shipped to 
New York for exhibition before mass meetings of strike sympa- 
thizers.*° 

Alfred Bulwinkle, defeated for Congress in 1928 by Republican 
Charles Jonas of Lincolnton, addressed his fellow-members of the 
American Legion in Gastonia on April 8. He accused the strike 
leaders of militant Communism. “You are not afraid of foreign 
foes,” he told the veterans, “and I know you are not afraid of 
domestic ones that threaten to destroy our government.” 

Fred Beal disliked that speech, and still more he disliked the 
advice of more moderate labor leaders against support of the Loray 
strike. William Green, head of the American Federation of Labor, 
wrote an open letter to all members of his organization that said 
in part: ‘“‘... all national and international unions... should with- 
hold any support, moral or otherwise, from the National Textile 
Workers’ Union.’’® 

By April 12, with the strike only two weeks old, it was reported 
that 1,000 strikers had returned to their looms. Beal held meetings 
and made dramatic speeches to keep his dwindling forces loyal and 
active, and a commissary was set up to give food to strikers’ fami- 
lies. Efforts to organize mill workers at Bessemer City and High 
Shoals met with dismal failure. More strikers left the ranks, saying 
that they had no use for the Communist doctrine once they under- 
stood it. The National Guard continued to patrol the streets 
around the Loray Mill with fixed bayonets, and for a time things 
seemed quiet, with peaceful settlement at hand. 

Then more violence. A mob of masked men charged the union 
headquarters at midnight of April 18 and wrecked them. ‘The 
commissary was next raided and the food thrown out into the 
street, drenched with kerosene and set afire. New bad feeling arose, 
stiffening the shaky morale of the men on strike and filling the 
papers of the nation with charges and counter-charges. Some ene- 
mies of the strike suggested that Beal and his organizers had staged 
the raid themselves, to create sympathy for the strikers.” 

Many of the adherents of Beal’s walkout were hungry and home- 
less, living in a settlement of shabby tents. Gastonia’s public offi- 
cials announced that an effort would be made to relieve cases of 
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serious need, and added: ““The city will not encourage anything 
that would tend to disturb the relations of the citizens.” The 
Gazeite, though often charged with vicious and even murderous 
enmity toward the strikers, sponsored a relief fund for the hungry 
men, women, and children.*° 

By May 1, the Gazette published an announcement that the 
Loray looms were running full force and that the strikers still out 
totalled only 112. Beal was quoted as admitting that the strike was 
a failure, and a Department of Labor conciliator commented: 
“The Communist effort is about over.” He added diplomatically: 
“No good employer should discriminate against [the striking 
workers] because of their activities.’’*? 

The unwise zeal of the Communist agitators served to alienate 
many sympathizers. One striker, leaving the tent city to ask for his 
job back, said that he had become disgusted when a woman organ- 
izer from Communist headquarters knocked a Bible from his wife’s 
hands, saying: ““No one believes in that Book now.’” But other 
workers remained away from the looms. One of the strike’s most 
faithful adherents was a brown-haired woman named Ella May 
Wiggins, who attracted attention by composing ballads of protest 
and singing them in a strong, tuneful voice. Beal clung to power 
over those who stayed by him, and newspapers in big cities far 
away sometimes praised him. A new strike headquarters, built by 
his followers, was guarded by armed men with shotguns. 

On the night of June 7, a crowd assembled at the tent city to 
hear Beal speak from an open-air platform. A number of those 
present were non-union citizens, curious or hostile or both. A 
parade of protest was formed and started to march toward the 
factory gates. Mill guards and police met the paraders and drove 
them back. Police Chief O. F. Aderholt and three other officers 
arrived in a car. A union guard challenged them, and was dis- 
armed and arrested. The officers brought him along as they 
approached union headquarters. 

There were cries and shots. Aderholt fell dying. ‘The other three 
policemen were all wounded, as was Joseph Harrison, the union 
member they had arrested. 
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Gastonia citizens quickly formed angry groups. They charged 
the tent settlement, drove out the people sheltered there, and tore 
the tents to rags. Beal fled, but was captured in South Carolina and 
brought back to face charges, with other strike leaders, of con- 
spiracy to murder. 

The men indicted, besides Beal, included the wounded guard 
Harrison, two other Northern agitators named George Carter and 
Clarence Miller, and three former workers at the Loray Mill, 
Louis McLaughlin, K. Y. Hendricks, and W. M. McGinnis. Of the 
seven, only McGinnis was a native of Gaston County.** 

An impressive battery of lawyers, headed by the distinguished 
liberal, Arthur Garfield Hayes, appeared for the defense. Change 
of venue was granted, and the trial began in Charlotte on August 
26. The prosecution asked a verdict of second degree murder. The 
melodramatic presentation of evidence came to a climax on Sep- 
tember 9, when a wax dummy of the murdered Aderholt was 
brought into the courtroom, and an overwrought juror went in- 
sane. A mistrial was declared, and a new hearing set for 
October 12.°° 

Communists still in power among the reduced strikers’ party 
called for a mass meeting and demonstration in South Gastonia on 
September 14. Officers and special deputies turned back cars and 
trucks loaded with strikers heading for the meeting. Some armed 
men were arrested. Shots were fired around one halted truck, and 
Ella May Wiggins, the ballad singer of the strike, fell dead. 

Five men were indicted as her slayers. ‘Thousands attended her 
funeral. Instead of a hymn, someone sang one of Ella May’s own 
songs of protest: 


“We leave our home in the morning, 
We kiss our children goodbye, 
While we slave for the bosses, 

Our children scream and cry... .’°8 


Before the second trial of Beal and his associates, Attorney Hayes 
and several others of the defense counsel staff withdrew. The seven 
were found guilty of murder in the second degree and sentenced to 


. | he 


ss J , : ' 
i ; i! ’ bs oe 
t ; as 7 ct q ras @ 
be mane anh Tm Rial lh Al a aie alain ie aed yap L | 
4% a ‘ a A wi feAi mf Ay A Al Sees Pe 
y vi Aig Woy 
’ P “ y : * a ' s 
é . "va i i j ’ ay 


-_ Soa oF “eo i |. ii we @ ir. Le ke ae 
Sew AL ye i ro TArials y? sie owe ras yo 
. i aa eee role a 


4303 Jo jersbesl! ative edie ‘dtiw’ 


- ggnstD .seaslob ods 10) borssqys eaysit bleed tude lersdif 


rarguA no SudltsdO ni mspod feist sit ns .boinsrg eow Suna To 
od T ashiuor sergsb broose to aileev 6 bolas noiuseorg 9 T 08: 
qo® ad xtrtils's 09 seteo sonsbive to Meitercezs1q ‘sisemerbolsar | 
sew dlddysbA boerebrudr oft Yo yeti xaw © todw 2 wdenst 


Ln dasw 101s} Sdgiowrevo ns bas waeutivo: ont ott ulgeowd ” 


yol 392° prised wee s bak besiosh caw leirsaiar A conse 
, | Hee Da i SST edois0- 
ie ‘eeditte booubst silt ynome sewoq nl five eel | 
no kictoieeD dived nt nopsttznom—sb bas gaisscc zener 8 Tob bollss 
brid xte9 toad bored esiiuqeb inisaqe bas ersoitO AT todarsiqn2 » 
barns Sm102 .gtitsom: oil to? gaibsed exodizx caiw bebsol eours 
bus Joout bailed sao bavots boii ota aud? .bowsrs stow s908 
beob flo? site od3 lo regnie’ belled act zniggiW’ysM silt 
pod bebasie ebusenodT veroysle toil asbomibai stow npr svi” 
awo eye eff Io sno gre snosmoe .amyd 8 to-bsstenl [stoned 
wh} Teel Eee VA EONS kwh: CEO ON | URE Di EG 


% 7 
as Se Wat), PORE nah He baits CRE Banas, Coe. 
Para Tish chit x Mel ad Nett 
ie ; >? Sa - Fi 


es le a denier ee 


: peak. Seeme. 
fy tke arty ge 


: 
2 ee te 


Strike 173 


varying terms in prison. Appeal was made to the state Supreme 
Court, and friends of the strikers raised $27,000 bail for the 
defendants.*” 

In March of 1930, the men accused of murdering Ella May Wig- 
gins were found not guilty.** By that time the strike was over, 
chiefly because the striking workers had repudiated Communism. 
The agitators who had caused the walkout had left the county.*? 

Neither side could claim victory or defeat; for depression had 
come upon the land, and nobody was successful in business. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(April, 1929) 


Workers of the National Guard! Do not accept the orders of the 
capitalist murderers, but stand fast when the order is given for 
strike duty. Refuse to shoot your fathers and brothers on the picket 
lines! Fight with your class, the strikers, against your common en- 
emy, the textile bosses. Join us on the picket line and help win 
this strike. Do not obey the orders of the bosses! Do not shoot us, 
the strikers! 


—Handbill circulated by Loray Mill strikers 
among National Guardsmen on duty 


Our Religion, Our Morals, Our Common Decency, Our Gov- 
ernment, and the very Foundations of Modern Civilization, all 
that we are now and all that we plan for our children IS IN DAN- 
GER. Communism wil! destroy the efforts of Christians of 2,000 
years. Do we want it? Will we have it? No!! It must Go from the 
Southland. 


—Handbill circulated by Gaston County citizens 
opposing the Loray Mill strike. 
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Hard Times 


HE decade that followed the First World War had seen many 
advances, some of them in new and needed fields of endeavor, 
for Gaston County. 

The county had hospitals. Under the supervision of Dr. L. N. 
Glenn and Dr. J. M. Sloan, the City Hospital of Gastonia, which 
had operated early in the century with small quarters and limited 
resources, moved in 1923 to a four-story modern building and 


became the designated surgical hospital for three railroad lines. 


The Gaston County Sanatorium, which had been modestly begun 
in 1917, seven years later was also moved into a four-story building 
and was the chief enterprise of Dr. H. F. Glenn until his death in 
1928. The Junior Woman’s Club of Gastonia organized and sup- 
ported a baby clinic conducted there. Another institution of wide 
usefulness was the North Carolina Orthopedic Hospital, tirelessly 
campaigned for since 1911, officially organized in 1917, and made 
possible by a fund started with $20,000 appropriated for the pur- 
pose by the Legislature. In 1921 the building was finished and the 
hospital began its service. Robert B. Babington, who first had con- 
ceived the plan for the Orthopedic Hospital in 1909, served as 
president of the governing body." 

Power plants increased in number and service. One such was the 
steam power plant erected at River Bend on the Catawba, with a 
capacity of 165,000 kilowatts or 220,000 horsepower, begun in 
1926.2 The Duke Power Company’s special projects of dams and 
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races to operate its hydroelectric machinery began to back water 
over many square miles of historic ground along the Catawba. 

In 1928, Gaston County’s Republican party members had a 
brief period of glory. Opposition to the Catholic religion and anti- 
prohibition stand of Alfred E. Smith, the Democratic presidential 
candidate, turned many local Democrats against him. Gaston 
County cast 9,702 votes for Herbert Hoover to 6,705 for Smith. 
The switch in presidential preferences had its effect on other con- 
tests. Gaston County also favored H. F. Seawell, the Republican 
candidate for governor, by a narrow margin of votes—8,698 of 
them to 8,640 for the successful Democratic candidate, O. Max 
Gardner. In the Congressional race, Bulwinkle was campaigning 
under difficulties; a motor accident had crippled his leg, so that he 
walked thereafter with a cane. He was defeated in the district by 
Charles Jonas of Lincoln County, and his own county of Gaston 
went into the Jonas column by another slight majority, 8,724 votes 
to 8,568. Republicans with pioneer Gaston County names went 
to the state Legislature: O. J. Rhyne, farmer and insurance man 
of Dallas, was the new state senator; and the representatives were 
the Belmont merchant, C. P. Armstrong, and Carl G. Carpenter, 
banker and former mayor of Bessemer City.° 

Political viewpoint, in Gaston and throughout all the nation, 
changed with the coming of the depression of 1929. Many Gaston 
County investors were hard hit by the Wall Street crash in Octo- 
ber, and serious damage to solid business and commerce immedi- 
ately made itself manifest.* Sales and production volume of textiles 
went down. So did employment and the scale of pay, from superin- 
tendent to sweeper, By 1930 the average annual income of a wage 
earner in Gaston County had fallen to $691, more than $20 below 
the average of 1925-6 and one dollar below that for 1920.° Those 
who held jobs on reduced pay counted themselves lucky. Many of 
their neighbors were without work, cash, food, or prospects. 

A brief and inconclusive strike was staged in Bessemer City dur- 
ing September of 1930. Public opinion throughout the whole 
county, including that of mill owners and of the Gazette which 
had fought Beal’s organization so fiercely the year before, was 
openly with the strikers. As for the workers who walked out, they 
had no use for radical doctrines. When organizers of the National 
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Textile Workers’ Union appeared, complete with inflammatory 
literature and unmasked advice, the strikers themselves scowled 
and jeered, then rounded up the visitors, tied them together with 
a rope like a bunch of celery, and herded them out of town. A 
bonfire was made of their pamphlets and handbills.® 

The Loray Mill, which had had its troubles of many serious 
sorts, strove to keep running prosperously. It established a recrea- 
tion camp for its operatives, and asked ministers of the surround- 
ing region to help in choosing among applicants for jobs. Loray 
executives announced themselves as the friends of their employees, 
and cited “full cooperation of one man with another” as the secret 
of success in difficult times.’ 

The United States census, taken that first year of the depression, 
revealed that again Gaston County had grown approximately 50 
per cent in population during a decade, to a total of 78,093. OF 
these people, 17,093 lived in Gastonia, 4,121 in Belmont, 3,793 
in Bessemer City, 2,756 in Cherryville, 2,254 in Mount Holly, 
1,664 in Lowell and 1,489 in Dallas. The total figure for residents 
of these seven principal communities was 33,107, and workers’ 
families living in the various mill villages and other unincor- 
porated towns added thousands more to the urban population. 

Of these, many were out of work and in pitiful want. It was 
reported that in two Gaston County mills the forces of workers 
had been reduced more than one-half during 1930.9 Other busi- 
nesses showed similar tragic reductions. 

These matters amazed and shocked Gaston County. The strike 
at the Loray Mill had so preoccupied the attention of citizens on 
both sides of the dispute that many of the events leading up to 
the depression escaped their serious notice. The strike was still 
remembered and argued about as the appeals of the defendants in 
the Aderholt murder case waited decision. In August, 1930, the 
state Supreme Court upheld the prison sentence passed on Beal 
and the others. These defendants forfeited theit bail, fled from 
North Carolina and then from America. Later they were reported 
in Russia, where Soviet officials feted them like heroes.!° 

Election day of 1930 found Gaston County voting Democratic 
again. Jonas, triumphant over Bulwinkle in 1928, was defeated 


al r bd % ' J vive) on aw. = aa. 2 te. ei ee a ee A ee 
i i J ad 4 L a a) SNA 
i ' ' PAD a Be i> = ° Mere pears (Ay 


¥ 
wa 
: i) t ‘ 
ety i we een oa lek i 
u Le eae a y co wa 
} 4 rye me : b 7 
é * D ; i in 


auoizoe ynsctt Jo ealduant att bad bad, 
_setoot & borieildsies 31 vlésoreqeotq’ grit: 'qood af ovotiz etre 
brvoriute ot 20 exsseirtin bodes baie eovitstoqo 2 10h qnisa sou 
 ystod adoj tol ansoilqgs gions grinoods ai qlod 0) srorget pai 
 zerolqers tisds to abraixt o3-20 aelonarsds boomvonns gvH0I9x9 
isyo02 ods es “xordtonn sdsive ame st 29 Mots19q009 {fut bosia bres 
ira ety bint hay  oNeontis Huai nt 2es20n2 to 
| noleenteb sift to tea tert sant seodey eaten eoinid bosiaU of 
08 ylorsmixorqqs aworg bed yramoO nowsO nisgs indy: bolnovet 
410) 200.87 to Into s 09 .obsoabis galawh coislugog ni 3n92/19q 
207,.€ \iomloll ai (81> sinotes at hovil E00, TL ,slqosq. seca 
viloHh sraoM: ai beS.8 ollivyerad a mt H2V.S uO temps ai 
pnsbieer- tol suf Istos AT *zeliaG, pi 03). bas lowot mi 00,1 
“rsdroor bas OLSS eew eotingmmao Leqiontrg moves seo? Jo 
xoortiay todo ‘bits zogelliv Mim enoitsy oi nt gnivil esilimeal 
_soitelaqoq nsdiy 911 01 store ebmseuod: hobbs emwo1 basstog 
ane A aiewr Ietsiq ni bas Arow 49 Iwo stow yaset eats 10 
eadrow 10 o101 odt allie yiaueD owed ows ai, ist bertoqot 
lend 190 “080l yaimb isd-sgo meds stor beovbst mood bad 


| 


ro eaosia to 
o} qu gnibmel anova, ons Jo yoae 
Mite esw odie odT .o0i200, ewoirse tides 


‘ 
_. 


ped, ey 4 


7 © 
ar ’, : 
5 ‘ 


i? a 
. a a -, Oh 
si it ; f 3 _ ° y ’ ore 
ate edhe amine Suet cad) elie 
‘ nN? © , a Siar i 
, ; : if) pe? The a m~ Dl Aas ode 


> ?'s ’ I 


4 : | , . net : sai wh } wry pan : ’ a o ») » ad. oe tA > 
cabanas ee ties ned 0 aro I ee ee ee a 
* , Ly ; @ an a Pa 5 - 7 
. : ‘ \ i= u ‘a hor ay a) 7 a ay “ rs rfl > 7 


178 The County of Gaston 


for Congress by his former rival. This time Gaston County gave 
Bulwinkle 10,240 votes against 7,659 for Jonas. The Republicans 
in the Legislature were also replaced by Democrats. R. Grady 
Rankin of Gastonia was the new state Senator. One of the new 
representatives was John F. Puett of Dallas, who had been in the 
Lower House in 1917. The other was Gregg Cherry." 

‘The business crisis caused the First National Bank of Gastonia 
to close its doors on December 15, 1930, and early in the following 
year the Peoples Bank of Gastonia was liquidated. The First 
National reopened for business in March of 1931, preaching faith 
in the future of Gaston County, the United States, and sensible, 
honest industry.” Various firms and factories, with long histories 
of prosperous operation, retrenched or went out of business. The 
Thies Dyeing and Processing Company at Belmont was liquidated 
in 1932.* Other mills and plants changed hands and became parts 
of larger corporations or went into receivership, and more people 
found themselves thrown out of work. 

Some increase in farming activity was noted. A number of the 
workers who had left their jobs at the mills returned to farms in 
Gaston County and elsewhere. 

By 1932, the county as a whole strongly approved the recovery 
program offered by the national Democratic party, and helped 
sweep Franklin D. Roosevelt into the presidency. 

That year, the Gastonia Ministerial Association sponsored a 
program for the relief of unemployment.'* Charitable agencies 
strained to the utmost to help those in need and found the job far 
too great for their facilities. When the bank holiday of 1933 was 
proclaimed, the First National Bank closed again and was perma- 
nently liquidated. However, in its liquidation, depositors were 
paid in full with interest and 76 cents per dollar paid back to 
stockholders without benefit of stockholders’ liability.4° But other 
banks reopened after the holiday. Early in the summer, when the 
National Industrial Recovery Act was passed, Gaston County felt 
a new surge of hope and activity. 

Hope was badly needed. The Gaston Manufacturing Company 
at Cherryville, a landmark of industry and progress since 1896, 
ceased operation that year. So did the Monarch Cotton Mills at 
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Dallas, and so did various other establishments which had given 
employment and support to hundreds of families.!® But the com- 
ing of national legislation that would put many idle men back to 
work heartened not only the reemployed operatives but the owners 
and officials of the factories as well. 

The widespread enlargement of operations brought about by the 
Act caused the Gaston County Textile Manufacturers Association, 
which had existed since 1908, to reorganize as the Southern 
Combed Yarn Spinners Association, which took in as members all 
spinners, weavers, knitters, and converters of cotton yarn through- 
out the South.” The new rulings cut the former customary work 
week of fifty-five hours to forty, established a minimum wage, and 
brought about considerable new hiring. A final and complete end 
to the employment of young children at the mills was noted, and 
everyone seemed happy. | 

Some Gastonites dared plan for future greatness. In 1931, the 
brothers C. G. and D. F. Beam of Cherryville began, with one 
second-hand truck, a hauling business that would grow into the 
mighty Carolina Freight Carriers Corp., operating from Maine to 
Florida. ‘'wo years later another modest trucking business, the 
Akers Motor Lines, was begun by W. W. Akers, Jr., soon joined 
in partnership by John M. and C. Scott Akers and J. Robert Wren. 
The Akers company, too, was destined to beat the depression and 
become one of the great truck transportation firms of the nation. 

Equal enthusiasm was expressed by a spokesman of the opera- 
tors, A. G. Myers. A quarter of a century earlier, Myers had helped 
to organize the Citizens National Bank of Gastonia, which had 
closed in 1933 but which had paid its depositors in full. He 
planned to found a new bank and was receiver for Textiles, Inc., 
a group that controlled twenty depression-buffeted mills. To the 
same reporter who had interviewed the happy operative, Myers 
predicted “a revival of business such as none of us has ever seen.” 

In September, Myers and a group of partners including A. C. 
Jones, C. D. Welch, A. C. Lineberger, Jr., S. M. Stewart, L. S. 
Rankin, George B. Mason, and P. H. Spurrier, founded the new 
Citizens National Bank in Gastonia. It grew rapidly and soundly. 
Shortly afterward the National Bank of Commerce was founded in 
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the same city. Kay Dixon was president, and other incorporators 
were I’. L. Wilson, R. A. Dickson, A. M. Dixon, W. T. Spencer, 
and J. G. Reading. The National Bank of Commerce assumed 70 
per cent of the deposit liability of the liquidated First National.! 

Gaston County’s mill villages were visited and observed by a 
sub-committee of the Cotton Textile Code Authority, which 
found operatives generally content to live in homes rented them 
by the mills in which they worked; but some were hopeful of buy- 
ing their own homes. 

The attention of the whole nation was called to encouraging 
matters in Gaston County by George Libaire, a magazine writer, 
whose article, “Gastonia: Outpost of Recovery?’ was published 
in the New Republic for October 11, 1933. 

To a periodical of that liberal philosophy, Gastonia had pre- 
viously meant only an imperfectly understood symbol of labor 
dispute. Libaire did make reference to the Loray Mill strike, but 
only briefly, and continued: 


... early this summer the revival of trade started the cotton spindles 
turning again, and directly thereafter the cotton textile became the 
first of our major industries to operate under a code. Recently Gastonia 
has been the scene of a gold rush, Southern style. At what should be 
the bottom of the late summer slump the mills have been running two 
and three shifts a day. Nineteen thousand, nine hundred were on the 
pay rolls [of Gaston sOuRY mills]—and 1 not one spindle was turned 
by a child. 


Something of a sense of happy security among Gaston County’s 
working people was reported by Libaire, who noticed many rea- 
sons for optimism and summed up: 


The N.R.A. has meant an opportunity for [a worker] and his wife 
and daughter to earn $38.50 a week among them, whereas five years 
ago he earned $17.50, while his children worked beside him as 
“learners” for fifty cents or $1.50 apiece.... Thanks to the contrast 
between last year’s destitution and this year’s minimum wage of $12 a 
week, Gastonia is an outpost of recovery. 


Another strike, backed by the American Federation of Labor 
and spreading through the textile firms of the whole state of North 
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Carolina, caused every Gaston County mill to close in 1934. The 
differences were settled by arbitration,” but relatively little advan- 
tage could be claimed by employer or employee as the depression 
continued to hang on. The former labor troubles in Gaston 
County became a subject for various novels and Broadway plays, 
which frequently were notable more for dramatic exaggeration 
than factual accuracy. 

Still, churches, ministers, and charitable organizations strove to 
help people in the county, both physically and spiritually. And the 
gigantic public works program of the government not only gave 
employment but added new public buildings and improved the 
county’s roads. Certain talented Gaston County folks were able to 
better themselves in other ways. One of these was J. K. (Buddy) 
Lewis, teen-aged third baseman on the Manville-Jenckes team of 
the American Legion’s junior baseball league. He graduated to 
professional baseball, first with the Southern Association, then, in 
1935, to stardom with the Washington Senators.*! hat was the 
year, too, when the Gastonia Legion All-Star team, coached by 
William (Doc) Newton with Ray Smith as assistant, won the na- 
tional championship in a Little World Series played on their home 
field before a large crowd of enthusiastic spectators. 

Business picked up enough to encourage the organization, in 
1934, of two new mills in Gastonia, Gray’s Specialty Yarn Com- 
pany with a modest $10,000 in capital and Piedmont Mills with a 
capital of $150,000. In 1935 Gastonia added another corporation, 
Firestone Cotton Mills, Inc., with a capital of a million dollars and 
a program of reactivating the old Loray Mill with 117,904 spindles, 
65 fabric looms, and 611 automatic looms.” 

At midpoint of the depression decade, it was of record that Gas- 
ton County’s farms numbered 2,871, with a total of 183,553. acres; 
but of that huge area only 63,230 acres were under cultivation, 
approximately a third of the whole. Farm property was valued at 
$8,082,877. Crops raised and harvested in 1936 included $550,438 
worth of cotton, $54,172 worth of corn, $117,373 worth of wheat, 
$69,160 worth of hay, and $67,674 worth of potatoes. The total 
sales value of farm produce for Gaston County that year was 
$1,270,675, an average of nearly $443 for each of those 2,871 farms. 
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In other quarters, too, there was evidence of progress. Consid- 
erable lumbering and sawmill activity was to be seen. Happily, the 
102 textile mills employed 19,825 persons, no reduction of the 
force so admiringly noted during the summer of 1933, and fifty- 
seven other industries employed a total of 734 workers more.”? The 
whole figure of 20,559 persons employed by industry, plus some 
3,000 farm owners and workers and various business and profes- 
sional men, probably gave a total for Gaston County of more than 
25,000 gainfully employed persons, or nearly one in three of all 
men, women, and children—a proportion that would compare 
favorably with most counties throughout the nation. 

A sense of these victories over hard times possessed J. H. Separk, 
once principal of Oakland High School and a Gastonia industrial- 
Ast and civic leader for more than three decades, as he compiled 
his modest study, Gastonia and Gaston County: Past, Present, 
Future. It was published in 1936 and included sections dealing 
with the histories of the various towns, religious and educational 
development, railroads, commercial and financial activity, and 
other fields. He made a painstaking survey of the history of the tex- 
tile industry in the county, added a section of nostalgic reminis- 
cence, and concluded on a note of confident hope for the future. 
No atmosphere of gloom pervaded Separk’s book, and others in 
the county also felt cheerful, though not flippant. 

“The sound of the spindle is sweet,” a county minister said in a 
sermon to mill workers, “if we can but realize that we are helping 
to clothe the people of the world.’”4 

County Superintendent of Schools F. P. Hall retired from office 
on June 30, 1937, after thirty-four years as superintendent and a 
full half century as an educator. The school system of Gaston 
County had made great strides under his direction, even during 
the depression, and was admired throughout North Carolina as 
Hunter Huss succeeded Hall in office.”* Alfred Lee Bulwinkle con- 
tinued to serve in Congress,”° and Gregg Cherry, elected repeatedly 
as state representative, became Speaker of the House of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1937.27 These were prominent figures in the life 
and conversation of Gaston County. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(Summer, 1936) 


Gastonia and Gaston County turn proud faces to a splendid 
past; they stand undaunted in a trying present; they look with 
confidence toward a bright future. Those stalwart men who long 
years ago, out of a near-wilderness, wrought what is now Gastonia 
and Gaston County, were men of a fine courage and spirit. That 
same fine courage and spirit still live in the men of today, and the 
future of this community will be of no less credit to them than 
were the great achievements of the past to their forefathers. 


—Joseph H. Separk, GASTONIA AND GASTON 
County, NorTtH CAROLINA (1936) 
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World War 
and Anniversary 


HE new rush of business in 1939 brought about expedited 
manufacturing. The year saw Gaston County’s factories pro- 
duce goods valued at $59,551,000. 

Another United States census was taken in 1940, and recorded 
a population for the county of 87,531. Gastonia proper had a pop- 
ulation of 21,313; the area known as Greater Gastonia, including 
suburbs and mill settlements, had 33,487 residents. ‘Che next town 
in size was Belmont, with 4,356. Bessemer City had 3,567, Cherry- 
ville 3,225, Mount Holly 2,055, Lowell 1,826, Dallas 1,704, Stanley 
1,036, and McAdenville 887. Little Dellview was unique in show- 
ing a decrease in population—during the decade it had fallen from 
ten inhabitants to eight. 

Dwellers in these towns, including the Greater Gastonia area, 
added up to more than half the county’s population. ‘The census 
figures, counting only incorporated communities as urban, figured 
Gaston County’s rural population at 64.5 per cent. But unincor- 
porated Cramerton had 3,280, to make it the fourth town of the: 
county in size, and many Gastonites came from country homes to 
work in the towns. The number of farms, though reduced, still 
totalled 2,207 of an average size of seventy-two and a half acres. Of 
these, 1,175 were worked by their owners, of which seventy-eight 
were Negroes. Rented farms were operated by some 530 white ten- 
ants and 303 Negro tenants. The total of tenants, 833, represented 
a decrease of more than 400 since 1930. The great activity of the 
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cotton mills was credited with drawing these rural workers into 
industry. 

The number of mills had been reduced by two, to an even hun- 
dred. The Gastonia Chamber of Commerce took a census of its 
own that showed a total of 24,823 persons employed by these mills 
by the end of 1940. The county’s textile payroll approached 
$40,000,000, highest in regional history both as a total and as an 
average per worker.’ 

The tensions of the 1930’s that were caused by worry over em- 
ployment and finances, had greatly eased. Another tension had 
come in their place, the concern over World War II and America’s 
approach to participation. 

The leaders of the county, in business, politics, and society, were 
in many cases veterans of the earlier war with Germany. Alfred 
Lee Bulwinkle in Congress, and Gregg Cherry who had been 
elected to the state Senate in 1940, were prime examples. Now 
they saw a new military service come to the nation and Gaston 
County. In October of 1940, the National Guard was mobilized 
and the first selectees under the universal military draft were 
called to active duty. 

In Gastonia, the Headquarters Company of the 120th Infantry 
assembled at the National Guard Armory under Captain A. H. 
Fuller, First Lieutenant Maston Parham, and Second Lieutenant 
Ed Gordon. It joined the rest of the regiment and went to Camp 
Jackson in South Carolina, where it became part of the Thirtieth 
Division. This company retained its organization, but many of its 
enlisted men were promoted, transferred, and helped organize 
other units at war strength from the great swarm of selectees pour- 
ing into the training centers of the nation.? 

The new and augmented American military establishment 
needed fabrics of many sorts as sorely as did the armies of foreign 
nations, and the textile mills of Gaston County rumbled loudly, 
day and night, to supply these requirements. Rates of pay 
increased. There was work for all who wanted it and could per- 
form it. Shooting war was inevitable, many Gastonites felt certain; 
and when war came with the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Decem- 
ber 7, 1941, the shock felt in Gaston County and throughout 
all America was not wholly a shock of surprise. | 
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Sweeping changes came upon the land west of the Catawba, 
almost overnight. Every week saw more young men, and more, 
going into the armed services. The summons to war was a univer- 
sal one, such as had not been voiced since the desperate days of 
the Confederacy. Virtually every Gaston County man of draft age 
who was capable of military duty got into uniform. Many young 
women joined the auxiliary corps of the various branches of the 
service. Ihe home front did its best to keep going with the ranks 
of agriculture, business, and industry thinned by the departure of 
men and women to war. 

The county accepted the challenge as readily as did any region 
in the nation. Red Cross activities, scrap metal drives, paper drives, 
blood bank donations, collections of fats for munitions factories, 
and similar enterprises occupied many committees.* But the fac- 
tories of Gaston County, increased in number and many times 
increased in production activity, had to run with forces made up 
in large proportion of women and elderly: men. Many operatives 
of half a century’s service, who had been looking forward to retire- 
ment on their pensions, stayed on the job and turned in full 
tallies of work. Such a laborer was Jesse Huflstetler of the Tvucka- 
seege community, an operative at Superior Yarn Mills, Inc., who 
had first gone to a job at nine. Hard-fleshed and alert at sixty-five, 
he carried a full work assignment. A daughter and granddaughters 
also worked in the mills. His sons were in the army.* , 

An echo of unhappy old days came to Gaston County in 1942, 
when Governor J. Melville Broughton paroled Fred Beal from the 
remainder of his prison sentence. The ex-Communist organizer 
was quoted yet again as utterly renouncing the Marxist doctrines 
he once had preached. He went to New York State, where a job 
in textiles awaited him.® Indeed, the days of Beal’s adventures in 
Gaston County and the depression that had followed them seemed 
far away, alinost as far as the days of Indian and Tory scares. 

For there were other battles in the world, compared to which 
the muskets of the men who followed Frederick Hambright and 
William Chronicle would have sounded like the crackle of fire- 
works. Gaston County’s soldiers and sailors and marines were com- 
ing to grips with the enemy in North Africa, in the Pacific, then 
in Europe. 
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The World War II organization of American military forces 
sent men from all parts of the country into diverse units and serv- 
ices, so that for the first time in the nation’s history there were no 
separate units composed of men who had known each other in 
civilian life. But Headquarters Company, 120th Infantry, a hard- 
working, hard-battered outfit in the Thirtieth Division, still kept 
some twenty-five of the Gastonites who had assembled at the 
county seat when the National Guard had been mobilized in the 
autumn of 1940. Sent overseas in 1941, these men trained in Eng- 
land and went with the invasion forces to France in 1944. 

Three of the Gaston men in the company were killed and a 
dozen wounded, on the Western Front; most of the others were 
honestly amazed to come through the battles without harm. Ser- 
geant Wilham T. Phillips was killed in Belgium by explosion of 
a bomb dropped by an American plane. First Sergeant Jappie G. 
Messer was killed in France, and so was Sergeant William B. 
Hurley, whose death partook of the highly dramatic. 

The 120th Infantry approached a French town—that town’s 
name was unknown to the Americans, and really didn’t matter, 
anyway. It was held by Germans in strong force, who opened a 
brisk fire on the American advance. The regiment slugged its way 
into the outskirts of the town, and Hurley’s comrades saw him 
start suddenly forward in advance of them, both hands diving 
into his pockets for grenades. He headed down a street on a run, 
hurling grenades through the windows of the houses where Ger- 
mans lurked. ‘hose houses blew up with glaring flame and deafen- 
ing racket. For a moment Hurley vanished out of sight around a 
corner. I’hen, as the main advance rolled forward, it came upon 
him again and passed over his dead body. Nobody had seen how 
death came to him in action. Quite evidently he had taken many 
enemy troops with him. , 

Another of the original company, earlier transferred to a divi- 
sion that went into the Pacific Theater, was Albert H. Andrews. 
He won a commission as a first heutenant and was killed during 
the taking of Saipan, half a world away from his old outfit in 
France.® 
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These were only four of some 300 Gaston County men who died 
in the service. Again, their names brought back memories of the 
wars fought in the fierce past, when their kinsmen had gone into 
battle and sometimes had not come back. Names were posted in 
the casualty lists of the 1940’s: 

Charles H. Abernathy ...Clyde R. Beatty... Carroll G. Boyd 
... Dewey Charles Caldwell... Charles Ewing...Charles L. Gil- 
mer... James R. Glenn... Lionel T. Hoffman... Donald Hol- 
land... Lawrence Holland...George H. Leeper... Ralph W. 
Lineberger... John O. Rankin, HI...Glenn G. Rhyne... Jas- 
per L. Stowe...Edmund Wray...and many another, many 
another.” 

The drafting of teen-aged youngsters recalled the days of the 
Junior Reserves who had gone into Confederate ranks in 1864. 
But this time the war was one which Gaston County was helping 
to win, not to lose. Fighting men from Gastonia and Dallas and 
High Shoals and Bessemer City, from the banks of the South Fork 
and Dutchman’s Creek, Long Creek and King’s Creek, from the 
slopes of Spencer Mountain and the shadows of Crowder’s Moun- 
tain, learned the hard way the names of such towns as Bastogne 
and Cassino and Bougainville, of such seas as the Mediterranean, 
the Adriatic and the Coral, of such beaches as Anzio, Normandy 
and Iwo Jima. Rhynes from Gaston County fought their way across 
the Rhine. Leepers leaped from their foxholes to rush upon deadly 
enemies. Hollands helped set free the captive nations of Holland 
and Belgium and Luxembourg. There were all sorts of signifi- 
cances. 

State Senator R. Gregg Cherry, a major in France during that 
other World War, was elected governor of North Carolina in 
1944, the first Gaston County man ever to hold that office.* In 
1945, during the first year of his administration, World War Il 
came to an end. 

In the autumn of that year, a group of Gaston County men and 
women who had a lively interest in their region’s past held a meet- 
ing and organized the Gaston County Historical Society. State 
Senator R. Grady Rankin was the first president. Their plans 
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included preparation of a county history, founding of a county 
museum, and, in particular, the celebration with impressive cere- 
monies of Gaston County’s hundredth anniversary in 1946.° 

In Gaston County’s centennial year, the population was esti- 
mated at 104,000. The number of textile mills had risen to 140, 
with 3,867 Jooms and 1,220,000 spindles. Taxable property in the 
county was valued at $100,400,968. 

In Gastonia a week-long celebration of the county’s hundredth 
birthday began on Sunday, October 6, with dedication of the 
Gastonia Township Airport and an air show. On the following 
day began an Industrial Fair at the National Guard Armory and 
the Centennial Open Golf Tournament. That night an exhibition 
baseball game was played under the lights at the high school 
stadium. Among the players were such big-league stars from Gas- 
ton County as Buddy Lewis, Rube Melton, Jake Early, and 
Howard Moss, home for the occasion. 

Through the next two days the Industrial Fair and the Centen- 
nial Golf ‘Tournament continued. Thursday was celebrated as 
Governor’s Day, honoring Governor and Mrs. R. Gregg Cherry 
of Gastonia. That evening the centennial pageant, A Century of 
Growth, by Zoe Kincaid Brockman, was presented at the high 
school stadium. On Friday a huge parade marched through the 
streets, and that night a grand ball was staged. 

A special feature of the centennial observance was the honoring 
of mill workers who could show the longest continuous service 
among all the thousands who worked in the mills. Jesse Huffstet- 
ler, seventy years old, veteran of sixty years at Superior Yarn Mills, 
and still hale and efficient, was the senior in point of service. Sid- 
ney Kirksey, sixty-eight, had worked fifty-four years, and William 
V. Ray, fifty-five. Arthur Poole of McAdenville had fifty-two years 
of service. Miss Ruth Anna Lineberger of Dallas, Robert Arm- 
strong of Lowell, and Doras Avery Hoover of Mount Holly, could 
each show a half century of continuous service. Guy Brittain of 
McAdenville, Robert Franklin Harris, Robert Wyatt, and Jesse 
Henry Lethco had each been on the job for forty-six years. Among 
them could be recorded full five and a third centuries of textile 
workmanship.*® 
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And among the officials who staged the celebration and in the 
audience that applauded were descendants of the Whites, the Hol- 
lands, the Rankins, the Rhynes, the McLeans, Loves, Wilsons, 
Plonks, Mauneys, Johnstons, and others who had founded Gaston 
County a century before. But another century before that found- 
ing of the county stretched the lines of ancestry, to the very begin- 
nings of the settlement that had made the county possible. 

Present were the grandsons and granddaughters, many times 
removed, of the Bests and Hoyles, the Hambrights and the 
Henrys, the Armstrongs, Rudisills, Rutledges, and Caldwells, who 
were the first comers to the west bank of the Catawba, into the 
rich lands along the South Fork and in the Point and among the 
rises and thickets that before that had been known only to Indian 
hunters of deer and buffalo. Among the celebrants, the successful 
businessmen and respected working folk and political office- 
holders, were the descendants of Joseph Beatty, Hugh Ewing, 
Matthew Leeper, John Moore, and others who had heard Major 
William Chronicle call out: “Come on, my South Fork boys!” and 
had charged with a loud cheer and a deadly volley. 

Fulenwider kin were there, the fire and iron of the ancient fur- 
nace still rich in their natures. Tates, Stowes, and Linebergers were 
on hand, inheritors of the tradition of the first textile mills that 
changed the history of their homeland. Gaston County soldiers 
who paraded in uniform could look back to forefathers in the 
khaki of 1917, the slouch hats and blue shirts of the volunteer 
companies of the Spanish War, the gray of the hosts who had fol- 
lowed the Stars and Bars with Lee and Jackson, the fringed buck- 
skin of the swift-moving, straight-shooting volunteers at Ramsour’s 
Mill, King’s Mountain, and Cowan’s Ford. 

The bones of those ancestors had long ago crumbled to enrich 
the soil on which they had built their homes, but their blood still 
lived, warm and red, in the veins of those they had begotten. And 
the modern Gaston County people reflected that another war was 
past, the seventh in which the men of Gaston had served with dis- 
tinction. Peace had come again, and those who celebrated a hun- 
dred years of a county could hope that it would be a permanent 
peace. 
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Gaston’s history of peace had had its problems and sometimes 
its disagreements. But such difficulties could always be met and 
settled and turned into agreement. With the county that had 
grown so great in population, influence, wealth, and industry 
remained two hundred years and more of the lessons of neighbor- 
liness and steadfast effort that had signalized its earliest beginnings. 
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THEN AND THERE 
(Summer, 1945) 


ARTICLE I. 
NAME 
This organization shall be known as the Gaston County 
(N. C.) Hisroricau Society. 


ARTICLE II. 
OBJECT 

To increase intelligent interest in the preservation of articles, 
buildings, documents, and records. 

‘To sponsor a history of Gaston County. 

To sponsor a Gaston County Museum for the exhibition and 
preservation of data, records, relics, and articles pertaining to Gas- 
ton County.... 


—Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Gaston County Historical Soctety 
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Afterword 


. FO OLD Gastonite, resurrected from the days of the county’s 
h. founding in 1846, could have comprehended the nature of 
his native region had he returned to life at the close of the Twen- 
tieth Century’s sixth decade. He might even have been daunted 
by the changes on land and water, valley and mountain. 

He would have found the county’s population grown to 127,074 
by census time of 1960, full fourteen times that of the year of 
organization. Where no town had existed in 1846, he would have 
found in Gaston County more towns than in any other county in 
North Carolina. Gastonia had become a bustling city of 37,276 
residents. The town of Belmont listed 5,007; Mt. Holly, 4,037; 
Bessemer City, 4,017; Cherryville, 3,607; Dallas, 3,270; Lowell, 
9,784; Stanley, 1,980; McAdenville, 748; and unique Dellview, 4. 
He would have seen the nation’s trend toward urbanization re- 
flected also in the expansion of Gaston’s unincorporated settle- 
ments. North Belmont counted 8,328 citizens; South Gastonia, 
3,762; East Gastonia, 3,326; Cramerton, 3,123; South Belmont, 
2,286; Rex, 1,515; and Smyre, 1,197. 

He would have puzzled and wondered over the great empire of 
mills, throbbing and buzzing with activity to keep Gaston the 
South’s banner county in textiles. He would have stared at the 
automobiles roaring along the paved highways that belted and 
gridironed the landscape where once meandered only rutted 
wagon tracks and narrow trails. 
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He would have looked in vain for many old landmarks along the 
Catawba River, where dams and lakes, created for the production 
of power, have for years backed up the stream to overflow broad 
fields and ancient homesites he once knew. He would have been 
stunned by the rushing traffic, the bustle, the progress, and the 
wealth. 

Countless new achievements had come by the end of 1960, to 
emulate the old. Notable among these was the county library sys- 
tem, outstanding in all the surrounding country. 

In 1955, members of the Gaston County Library Board were 
chagrined to see that their county, sixth in population and sixth 
in wealth among the counties of North Carolina, ranked only 
sixty-first in per capita library income and thirty-third in per 
capita books. Remedy was urged by civic and social organizations. 
J. W. Atkins, publisher of the Gazette and chairman of the Library 
Board, dynamically led the way in a move for a special election to 
assess a special tax of five cents per $100 property valuation for 
library maintenance. On July 13, 1957, Gastonites voted, 1,735 to 
1,112, to assess the tax. By 1960, the county library system had 
added to the main library at Gastonia a system of branch libraries 
in Belmont, Bessemer City, Cherryville, Dallas, Lowell, Mount 
Holly, and Stanley, each with its own building and books. 

Modern school buildings have been built in every community. 
Young Gastonites go to college at Belmont Abbey and at other 
colleges in other towns—many to the University of North Caro- 
lina, where William C. Friday, born and reared in Dallas, is presi- 
dent. New churches have risen, many on sites of the old, and many 
on new sites as well. 

In January, 1961, Basil L. Whitener began his third consecu- 
tive term in the United States House of Representatives as the 
fourth man from Gaston County to serve in Congress. 

Where once Tuckaseege Ford was the only crossing of the 
Catawba into Gaston County, bridges and highways and railroad 
trestles now stand. One and one-half miles north of the old ford, 
State Highway 27 comes into Mount Holly and to Stanley beyond. 
Nearly the same distance to the south of the ford, the four lanes 
of U. S. Highways 74 and 29, and the new Interstate 85, cross, 
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stretching past Belmont and the beautiful campus of Belmont 
Abbey College. From there the super-road continues to McAden- 
ville on the South Fork, where spindles blend their song with the 
shoals in hearing distance of where James Henderson lies in his 
grave and Adam Alexander Springs is said to stand in his. The 
present highway extends through the heart of prosperous Gastonia 
and on to the western boundary and Kings Mountain. But soon, 
Interstate 85 will offer a sweepingly beautiful alternate route 
around the busy city. | 

The heights of Gaston are still there, but changed. Whetstone 
is rived to its base for passage of railroad and highway. Spencer is 
crowned with the steel broadcasting tower of Television Station 
WBTV. Other ridges are strung with homes and graded for roads. 

But the old memories remain, like the old courthouse that 
stands in the middle of Dallas, with its unique steps of native 
stone and its wrought iron rails, where the excitement and argu- 
ment is particularly eager on election day. Up to the northwest 
around Cherryville, the brisk air of a New Year’s Day still vibrates 
to the old, old rhymed address of good will and the volleys of the 
guns. 

A historical marker on Highway 27 points travelers to the home 
of General Joseph Dickson near Mount Holly. Toward the west- 
ern county line the old Mauney house that once contained the 
courts and the records has fallen to dust, but a monument recalls 
the stout hearts who there signed the Tryon Resolves. Under 
Crowder’s Mountain on Crowder’s Creek, is the brick dwelling of 
William Joseph Wilson, its walls as sturdy as when they gave hos- 
pitality to Elisha Mitchell. And the old blood of the first settlers 
still flows in living veins, mixing with strong new blood. 

Still can be recalled a happy old tale of the very beginning of 
things: | 

How Bostian Best and pioneer Pieter Heyl, meeting at the side 
of the trail so long, long ago, instantly became friends; how Pieter 
and his wife and children lived in Best’s cabin while Best was gone, 
and how Best came back to the new land he had decided to love 
more than the old; how these friends then became neighbors and, 
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in time, relatives by marriage; how they were confused and con- 
fusable only in the spelling of their names, never in their labor, 
courage, ambition, hope; how they, and those others who came to 
be neighbors also, lived side by side, worked side by side, fought 
and triumphed side by side, and side by side laid the simple but 
unshakable foundation of what has become their legacy and mon- 
ument, the enduring County of Gaston that has entered vigorously 


its third century and looks with self-reliance to other centuries 
that will come. 
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APPENDIX A 


GASTON COUNTY’S REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS 


From a list compiled in 1955 by the late Mrs. Kay Dixon, regent of 
the William Gaston Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Gastonia. 

Veterans who moved to Gaston County after their service was ac- 
complished are indicated by *. 

Veterans who moved away from Gaston County after their service 
was accomplished are indicated by **. 

Veterans identified as among the twenty “South Fork Boys” who 
opened the battle of King’s Mountain are indicated by sf. 


Those killed in action are indicated by k. ; 
Those wounded in action are indicated by w. 


Those captured are indicated by c. 


Those missing in action are indicated by m. 


Alexander, James ** 
Alexander, John, Capt. ** 


Alexander, Robert, Capt. 


Allison, James 
Allison, John 
Allison, Robert 
Allison, Samuel ** 


Armstrong, John, Lt. Col. 


Armstrong, Matthew sf 


Armstrong, Thomas, Capt. 


Baird, Adam, Capt. 
Baird, James, Capt. 
Baird, John 

Baird, Robert 

Barber, John, Col. 
Beatty, Joseph, sf 

Berry, Andrew sf 

Berry, (Barry), Hugh, Sr. 
Berry, (Barry), Hugh, Jr. 
Berry, John 

Berry, Richard 

Berry, Robert 

Bess, Thomas c m 

Boyd, John, Lt. sf k 


Bradley, Richard ** 
Bradley, William ** 


Caldwell, Samuel, Capt. 
Caldwell, William sf 
Campbell, Thomas 
Carroll, William 
Carson, Andrew 
Cathey, George 
Chittim, John sf 
Chronicle, William, Maj. sf k 
Cook, Nathaniel 
Costner, Jacob, Maj. 
Costner, Thomas, Maj. 
Cox, Elisha 

Craig, Henry * w 


Davenport, William * 
Dickson, Joseph, Genl. ** 


Eddleman, Peter 
Espey, Samuel w 
Ewing, George 
Ewing, Hugh sf 
Fite, Peter * 
Fulenwider, John 
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Gibson, David m 
Gilmer, Enoch sf 
Gilmer, William sf w 
Glenn, James 

Glenn, John 
Gregory, John 
Gregory, William ** 
Gullick, James 
Gullick, John, Sr. 
Gullick, Johnyjrs* 
Gullick, Jonathan 


Hambright, Frederick, Lt. Col. ** 
Hambright, John Hardin, Maj. ** 
Hanks, ‘Thomas 

Henderson, James 

Henry, Henry 

Henry, James 

Henry, Joseph w 

Henry, Moses k 

Henry, Robert sf ** w 

Henry, Thomas 

Hoffman, Jacob 

Hoffman (Huffman), John w 
Holland, Isaac, Sr. sf (?) 

Hovis, John 

Hoy! (Hayl, Hoyle), Andrew 
Eloy] (Heyl, Movie), fohn, Lt. ** 
Hunter, Thomas ** 

Jenkins, David 

Jenkins, Joseph 

Johnston, James, Col. 


Kincaid, John, Capt. ** 


Lane, fesse ** 

Lee, James ** w 
Leeper, Matthew sf 
Logan, James 
Logan, Joseph ** 
Logan, William ** 


McGee, Thomas 

McKee, James sf 

McKissick, Daniel C., Lt.Col.** w 
Mclean. Alexancer, jr. ?* 
McLean, Charles, Lt. Col. ** w 
McLean, George ** 

McLean, John k 


The County of Gaston 


McLean, John (son of Charles) w 
McLean, William, Surgeon 
Martin, James 

Martin, John 

Martin, Josiah 

Martin, Samuel, Capt. 
Massey, John 

Mattocks, Charles ** sf 
Mattocks, John, Capt. sf k 
Mauney, Christian 
Mauney, Valentine 
Mendenhall, Nathan 
Moore, Alexander 

Moore, James 

Moore, John, Genl. sf 
Moore, John 

Moore, William, Capt. 


Oliver, George sf 


Price, Jonathan 
Price, ‘Thomas 
Price, William 


Rabb, William, Lt. sf k 
Rankin, Samuel 
Rankin, William 
Roberts, Joshua 
Roberts, Moses 
Robinson, Alexander 
Robinson, James 
Robinson, fohn 
Rumfeldt, Henry * 
Rutledge, James 


Scott, Abraham 
Shannon, Robert, Capt. 
Smith, John 

Smith, Peter 

Stowe, Abraham, Sr. * 
Twitty, William * sf 
Weir, John 

White, Isaac, Capt. ** 
White, James, Capt. 
White, Thomas, Lt. ** 
Wilson, John 

Withers, Elisha 
Witherspoon, James, Capt. c 
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APPENDIX B 


CLERKS OF THE COURT, SHERIFFS, AND REGISTERS 
OF DEEDS OF GASTON COUNTY 


Year shown is date office was first assumed. Persons last named are 
1961 incumbents. 


1847 
1854 
1857 
1862 
1866 
1868 
1879 
189] 
1895 
1899 
Daag 
1933 
b939 
L945 


1847 
% 


1854 
1860 
1868 
1871 
1877 
1882 
189] 
1896 
1898 
1901 
1907 
191] 
1915 


Clerks of the Court 


John H. Roberts 

J. G. Hand 

Amzi Ford 

W. D. Glenn 

Amzi Ford 

Eli H. Withers 
John B. White 

E. L. Wilson 

G. H. Davis 

C. C. Cornwell 

S. C. Hendricks 
Durward E. Morrow 
Charles E. Hamilton, Jr. 
Paul E. Monroe 


Sheriffs 


Benjamin Morris 
Lawson A. Mason 
Paul Froneberger 
James F. White 

G. W. McGee 
Robert D. Rhyne 
R. A. White 

W. Clay Abernathy 
Martin H. Shuford 
A. K. Loftin 

W. T. Love 

C. B. Armstrong 
T. E. Shuford 

J. D. B. McLean 
W. Neal Davis 


1919 
1923 
1929 
193] 
1933 
1935 
1947 
hg53 


1847 
1851 
1855 
1857 
1868 
1869 
1871 
1873 
1879 
1883 
1889 
1895 


1899 


1905 


19195 


1921 


1929 


1931] 
1935 
1949 


*Year cannot be established—Records burned. 


Sheriffs 


J. W. Carroll 

G. R. Rhyne 

Eli P. Lineberger 
G. R. Rhyne 
Wilkie A. McGinnis 
Clyde O. Robinson 
Hoyle T. Efird 
Dwight L. Beam 


Registers of Deeds 


James Ferguson 

J. U. Hanna 

Amzi Ford 

Samuel Jarrett 
Amzi Ford 

G. C. Withers 

M. S. Withers 

J. G. Lewis 

John M. Rhodes 
John F. Leeper 
John O. Rankin 
John J. Ormand 
Miles A. Carpenter 
A. J. Smith 

O. B. Carpenter 
H. R. Thompson 
L. J. Waldrop 

W. Y. Warren 

H. R. Thompson 
Mrs. Rubye D. Rhyne 
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APPENDIX C 


GASTON COUNTY MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE 


Year 
1846 
1848 


1850 


1852 


1854 
1856 
1858 
1860 
1862 
1864 
1865 
1868 
1870 
1872 
1874 
1877 
1879 
188] 
1883 
1885 
1887 
1889 
1891 
1893 
1895 
1897 
1899 
1901 


Senators 


Larkin Stowe * 


% ¥ 


& & 
* *& 
* & 
James H. White 
% & 
% % 


Lawson A. Mason 


€ ¥ 
* & 
% * 


R. W. Sandifer 
* & 

Jasper Stowe 
% *& 

George F. Bason 
*% & 

John F. Leeper 
% 

R. W. Sandifer 
* = 


* * 


Oscar F. Mason 
ES 


Representatives 
(Commoners prior to 1868) 


James H. White * 
Richard Rankin * 
James H. White * 
Samuel N. Stowe * 
Samuel N. Stowe * 
James A. Caldwell * 
James H. White 
Richard Rankin 
Daniel T. Ragan 
James H. White 
A. W. Davenport 
W. T. Shipp 
David A. Jenkins 
Jonas Hoffman 

J. G. Gulick 
William A. Stowe 
William A. Stowe 
William G. Morris 
H. B. Huffstetler 
Eli Pasour 

J-.W. Reid 

J. W. Reid 

J. F. Wilson 
Robert A. White 
Moses Stroup 

J. B. White 

CG: BS blarris 
Samuel M. Wilson 
TO He Pauses. 
Oscar F. Mason 


*Indicates Gaston County man elected during period when elections were held 


together with those of Lincoln County. 


**Indicates year when State Senator was elected from another county within 
the senatoria] district. 
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Year 
1903 


1905 
1907 
1909 
191] 
GES 
Lore 
LORS 
1919 
192] 
boeo 
1925 
1927 
1929 
1931 
1936 
1935 
137 
1939 
1941 
1943 
1945 


Appendix 


Senators 
S. J. Durham 


Oscar F. Mason 
Oscar F. Mason 
W. T. Love 

John G. Carpenter 
Oscar F. Mason 
Arthur M. Dixon 
Robert R. Ray 

A. G. Mangum 
Car] H. Carpenter 
A. E. Woltz 

H. B. Gaston 
ASE OWoltz 

O. J. Rhyne 

R. Grady Rankin 
R. Grady Rankin 
George B. Mason 
J. H. Separk 
J.-H. Separk 

R. Gregg Cherry 
R. Gregg Cherry 
Stephen B. Dolley 


Representatives 


John F. Leeper 
W. T. Love 
Robert A. White 
C. E. Hutchinson 
A. G. Mangum 

F. Dilling 
Richard K. Davenport 
Noah B. Kendrick 
Abel C. Stroup 
Noah B. Kendrick 
Samuel S. Mauney 
David P. Dellinger 
John C. Puett 
Samuel S. Mauney 
John F. Puett 

A. J. Rankin 

Dr. S. A. Wilkins 


clare 
= 
= 
N 


H. M. Eddleman 
David P. Dellinger 
H. M. Eddleman 
O. F. Mason 

Carl G. Carpenter 
C. P. Armstrong 
R. Gregg Cherry 
John F. Puett 

R. Gregg Cherry 
P. C. Froneberger 
R. Gregg Cherry 


~M. B. Kendrick 


R. Gregg Cherry 
David P. Dellinger 
R. Gregg Cherry 
Carl A. Rudisill 
Carl A. Rudisill 
Basil L. Whitener 
David P. Dellinger 
Stephen B. Dolley 
David P. Dellinger 
O. M. Vernon 
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206 The County of Gaston 


Year Senators Representatives 

1947 R. Grady Rankin David P. Dellinger 
W. P. Grier 

1949 R. Grady Rankin James Boyce Garland 
Carl W. Howard 

195] R. Grady Rankin Charles Bryant, Sr. 

David P. Dellinger 

1953 R. Grady Rankin Charles Bryant, Sr. 
David P. Dellinger 

LUD Frank Patton Cooke Charles Bryant, Sr. 
Charles B. Falls, Jr. 

1957 Frank Patton Cooke Max L. Childers 
David P. Dellinger 

1959 Frank Patton Cooke Max L. Childers 
Stephen B. Dolley, Jr. 

1961 Miles H. Rhyne Max L. Childers* 


Stephen B. Dolley, Jr. 


*Resigned to accept Solicitor’s post; replaced by appointment of Hoyle T. Efird. 
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APPENDIX D 


GASTON COUNTY CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS 


From a listing by Robert F. Cope, largely depending on John 
Wheeler Moore, ed., Roster of North Carolina Troops in the War 
Between the States. . 

Due to incomplete and hastily drawn muster and descriptive rolls, 
many names are missing, and a number of names are misspelled. Spell- 
ings as in Moore’s Roster are followed here. Numerous Gaston County 
soldiers who enlisted singly in regiments throughout the Confederacy 
are not included. 

Abbreviations: c—captured; cm—commissioned; co—company, coun- 
ty; e—enlisted; d—died; dg—discharged; dt—detailed; k—killed; m— 
missing; p—promoted; pr—prisoner; r—resigned; tr—transferred; w— 
wounded. 


Co. H 37th North Carolina Regiment 
Officers: 


Wm. R. Rankin capt cm Oct 9 ’61 p maj Mar 27 ’62 not re-elected 
Wm. G. Morris capt cm Apr 1 ’62 p It col w pr at Gettysburg July 3 °63 
Henry C. Fite capt cm Oct 1 '62 p from 2 It r Feb 4 ‘64 

W. GC. Rogin capt cm Feb 4 '64 p from ranks 

W. G. Morris Ist lt cm Oct 9 61 p w pr 

Geo. W. Hanks Ist It cm Mar 29 ’62 r Apr '62 

John H. Roberts Ist lt cm Apr ’62 p from ranks 

W. C. Rogin Ist lt cm Oct 23 62 p from 2 It 

John GC. Moore Ist lt cm Feb 4 ’64 from 2 It 

Geo. W. Hanks 2 It cm Oct 9°61 pr 

Henry C. Fite 2 It cm Oct 961 pr 

Wm. W. Glenn 2 It cm Sept 22 ’63 tr tocoG 

Wm. C. Rogin 2 lt cm Oct 1 63 p from ranks 

John C. Moore 2 It cm Oct 1 ’62 p from sgt p 

Geo. W. McKee 2 It cm Jan 1 ’63 p from sgt 

John J. Ormand 2 It cm Feb 21 ’64 p from sgt w July 3 63 Gettysburg 


Non-commissioned Officers: 


Wm. W. Glenn Ist sgt e Oct 6 61 p2 It trtocoG 

John C. Moore 2 sgt e Oct 6 61 p Ist It Feb 4 ’64 

Geo. W. McKee 3 sgt e Oct 6 61 p 2 It June 1 '63 

Marion C. Abernathy 4 sgt e Oct 6 61 d July 13 ’63 

John A. Beatty 5 sgt e Oct 6 61 Mecklenburg co 

J. L. M. Glemmer Ist corp e Oct 6 61 w June 27 62 Cold Harbor 
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208 The County of Gaston 


James H. Fite 2 corp e Oct 6 61 k Aug ’62 Second Manassas 
Pinky Watson 3 corp e Oct 6 ’61 k May 27 62 Hanover C. H. 


Privates were: 
Abernathy, Christian M. e Oct 6 ’61 dg 
Abernathy, James W. C. e Oct 6 ’61 p ord sBt Feb ’63 
Abernathy, W. R. D. e Oct 6 ’61 
Alexander, James L. e May 10 62 p sgt k Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Armstrong, Featherston e Oct 6 ’61 
Armstrong, J. W. e Mar 2 ’63 
Armstrong, John e Oct 6 ‘61 w Shepherdstown retired ’64 
Armstrong, John R. e Oct 6 61 k May '62 Hanover C. H. 
Arrowood, B. F. e Aug 12 ’62 d Apr 1 ’63 
Bean, D. L. e Aug 12 ’62 
Bean, George M. e May 10 62 k Sept 1 ’62 Ox Hill 
Bean, H. S.eAug.12 62 
Bell, George e Oct 6 61 w Hanover C. H. 
Black, Matthew e Aug 2 ’63 
Blackwood, Joseph e Dec 6 '63 
Block, Joseph e Aug 12 ’62 
Block, Thomas e Aug 12 ’62 
Brimer, George e Oct 6 ’61 d Aug 1 ’62 
Brimer, James P. e Oct 6 ’61 
Brown, David L. e Aug 10 ’62 
Brown, James Logan e Oct 6 ’61 dg Oct ’62 
Brown, Oliver e May 10 ’62 k May 2] ’62 Hanover C. H. 
Byrd, Oliver P. e Oct 6 61 w Cedar Run and Chancellorsville 
Cannody, Laban e Oct 6 ‘61 
Cannon, James A. e Oct 6 ’61 w Hanover C. H. retired ’64 
Cauley, Samuel e May 10 ’62 
Clemmer, Cephas e Oct 6 61 d July ‘62 
Clemmer, L. G. e Oct 6 ’61 
Clemmer, L. L. e Aug 12 ’62 
Clemmer, Perry E. e Oct 6 61 d w received Hanover C. H. 
Clemmer, R. M. e May 10 ’62 d Sept ’62 
Cloninger, Emmanuel e Oct 6 ’61 
Cody, William e Oct 6 ‘61 
Costner, Coleb e Aug 12 62 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 
Costner, David M. e Oct 6 61 d Aug ’62 
Costner, Jacob M.e May 10 62 k Sept 62 Ox Hill 
Costner, Jacob V. e Oct 6 ’61 dg Apr ’62 
Costner, John e Oct 6 ’61 d Nov ‘63 
Craig, J. Porter e Aug 12 ’62 k July ’63 Gettysburg 
Craig, John S. e Aug 12 ’62 
Dellinger, Nathan e Aug 12 62 k May 3 63 Chancellorsville 
Dellinger, Peter e Aug 12 ‘62 w Gettysburg 
Dickinson, John e Oct 6 ’61 dg June ’62 
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Appendix 


Dickson, John e Mar 2 ’63 w Chancellorsville 
Dickson, W. F. A. e Aug 12 62 w Gettysburg 
Dunn, David R. e Oct 6 61 d w received Chancellorsville 
Ellison, Laban H. e Oct 6 ’61 d Aug ’62 
Elmore, Henry R. e Oct 6 ’61 p corp 
Elmore, Jesse e Apr 4 62 

Ewing, H. F. e Oct 6 ’61 

Featherston, W. E. e Aug 12 ’62 

Ferguson, Andrew e Aug 12 ’62 

Ferguson, ‘Thomas W. e Aug 12 ’62 

Ford, Green W. e Oct 6 ’61 

Ford, Robert T. e Oct 6 ’61 d Aug 4 ’62 
Ford, Thomas L. P. e Aug 12 ’62 p sgt 

Ford, Wm. G. e Oct 6 ’61 p corp 
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Fornebarger, Jonas C. e May 10 ’62 p corp w Cedar Run & Chancellors- 


ville 
Fryday, Ephraim e Oct 6 ’61 k June 30 ’62 Frazier’s Farm 
Furguson, Geo. W. e Oct 6 ’61 c d in prison 
Furguson, Robert e Oct 6 ’61 d in prison 
Gem, James P. e Oct 6 ’61 p sgt w Gettysburg 
Goode, William C. e Oct 6 61 p corp w Gettysburg 
Gullick, George W. e Oct 6 ’61 d June 6 62 
Gullick, Green J. e Apr 4 62 dg June 5 63 
Hallet, Caleb e Aug 12 '62 
Hand, James H. e Oct 6 61 d July 12 ’62 
Hanna) ICBse Aug 12 ’62 
Hanna, T. M. e Aug 12 ’62 


.. Harmon, Henry H. e Oct 6 ’61 


Hawkins, A. e Aug 12 ’62 

Hoffman, Fred L. e May 10 ’62 

Holland, M. L. e Aug 12 ’62 

Hovis, J. D. e Aug 12 ’62 w Fredericksburg & Gettysburg 
Howell, O. Perry e Oct 6 ’61 

Jenkins, A. B. e Aug 12 ’62 pr 

Kendrick, Thomas L. e Aug 12 ’62 p corp sgt w Gettysburg 
Lewis, James J. e Oct 6 61 dg 

Linebarger, E. C. e Aug 12 ’62 k Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Linebarger, J. L. e Oct 6 ’61 

Linebarger, John D. e May 10 ’62 

Long, Pleasant G. e May 10 ’62 d Sept 30 62 

Lovis, Levi e Oct 6 ’61 w disabled New Bern 

Lynch, John W. e Oct 6 ’61 

McAllister, Geo. e Mar 2 63 d July ’63 

McCullough, J. F. e Aug 12 62 d Apr 5 ’63 

McGhee, Logan L. e May 10 ’62 

McGinnis, George L. e Oct 6 61 k May 27 ’62 Hanover C. H. 
McGinnis, R. M. e May 10 62 w Second Manassas dt 
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McKee, James L. e May 16 ’62 d of w received Chancellorsville 

Mauney, William e Aug 12 ’62 

Moore, John H. e Aug 12 ’62 

Neal, James-e Oct 6 ’61 

Ormand, John J. e Aug 12 62 w Gettysburg p 2 It Feb 21 ’64 

Payseur,; Eli FE) e,Oct.6,61 

Payseur, Ephraim e Oct 6 ’61 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

Paysour, Phillip H. e Oct 6 ’61 w Fredericksburg & Chancellorsville 
dt ’64 : 

Paysour, Samuel e Aug 12 62 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

Peterson, I. A. e Oct 6 61 d May '62 

Pursley, Samuel M.e Oct 661 | 

Ragan, Robert F. 

Ramsey, William H. e Mar 2 63 

Rankin, Alexander N. e Oct 6 ’61 d of w received Cold Harbor 

Ratchford, John A. e Aug 12 ’62 

Ratchford, John F. e Aug 12 '62 

Reynolds, Caleb e Oct 6 ’61 

Reynolds, Nathan A. e Oct 6 61 w Second Manassas 

Rheine, Alfred e Oct 6 61 k Sept 1 62 Ox Hill 

Rheine, Henry e Oct 6 ’61 

Rheine, Henry M. e May 10 ’62 dg for w received Hanover C. H. 

Rheine, Peyton S. e Oct 6 61 w Hanover C. H. 

Roberts, John H. e Oct 6 ’61 p Ist It Apr 62 r Oct 23 '62 

Roberts, T. M. e May 10 ’62 w Chancellorsville 

Rogin, Casper e Aug 12 '62 d Dec ‘62 

Rogin, Robert F. e Oct 6 61 p corp d July ’63 

Rogin, W. C. e Aug 2 63 p capt Feb 4 '64 

Rudisill, Eli e Aug 12 62 

Rutledge, Robert G. e Oct 6 61 dg 

Smith, John B. e May 10 ’62 d of w received Chancellorsville 

Stowe, James A. e Oct 6 61 k May 27 ’62 Hanover C. H. 

Stroup, C. C. e Aug 12 '62 w Fredericksburg 

Stroup, William M. e Aug 12 ’62 

Summey, Andrew e Oct 6 ’61 k May 27 ‘62 Hanover C. H. 

Thomasson, Geo. L. e Oct 6 62 p sgt. d of w received Gettysburg 

Thomasson, J. B. e Aug 12 ’62 

Thomasson, John A. e Oct 6 ’61 

Thompson, John D. e Oct 6 '61 d Aug 7 ’62 

Tucker, Robert B. e Oct 6 ’61 p sgt. 

Withers, Martin R. e Oct 6 ’61 d Apr ’62 


Co. M 16th North Carolina Regiment 
Officers: 
B. F. Briggs capt cm May | ’61 p maj June 16 ‘61 


Leroy W. Stowe capt cm Apr 26 ‘62 p from Ist It w Seven Pines & Ox 
Hill r Aug 63 ‘ae Wk es 
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Appendix 211 
W. A. Stowe capt cm June 18 ’61 p from sgt p maj Apr 26 ’62 It col 
May 31 ’62 
Leroy W. Stowe Ist ltcm May 1’61 pwr 
A. M. Roberts Ist lt cm May 1 ’63 p from 2 It k Chancellorsville 
W. W. Noland Ist lt cm May 12 ’63 p from 2 It 
E. B. White 2 lt cm May 1 ’61 South Carolina r July ’61 
Isaac D. Holland 2 It cm May 1 ’61 
David White 2 It cm Apr 28 ’62 p from corp k June 27 ’62 Gaines’ Mill 


James Davenport 2 It cm Dec 3 ’61 p from sgt w Aug 29 ’62 Second 
Manassas 


W. W. Noland 2 It cm Dec 3 ’61 p from sgt 

A. M. Roberts 2 lt cm July 5 ’61 p from ranks p and k 

Henry F. White 2 lt cm Aug. ’62 p from sgt w May 31 ’62 Seven Pines 
Non-commissioned Officers: 

W. A. Stowe Ist sgt e May 1 ’61 p capt June 18 61 maj Apr 26 62 It 
col May 31 ’62 then col 

M.S. Withers 2 sgt e May 1 ’61 

W. H. Hoffman 3 sgt e May 1 ’61 

C. I’. Stowe 4 sgt e May ’61 tr to co H 37th Reg June ’62 

B. Leroy Rankin Ist corp e May 1 ’61 k June 26 ’62 Mechanicsville 

David White 2 corp e May 1 61 p 2 It Apr 28 62 

J. M. Johnston 3 corp e May 1 ’61 w May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

W. M. Rudisill 4 corp e May 1 ’61 w July 3 63 Gettysburg 


Privates were: 

Abernathy, J. W. M. e Mar 17 ’62 

Aldred, H. H. e May 1 ’61 McDowell co w Mechanicsville 

Antnony, George e May | ’61 Lincoln co k July 1 ’63 Gettysburg 

Anthony, Miller e May 1 ’61 Lincoln co w Mechancsville to hospital 
dut | 

Baldwin, James e Mar 17 ’62 d May ’6— Richmond 

Black, Alfred e May 1 ’61 dg Jan 6 ’62 

Black, Ephraim e May 1 ’61 d July | ’63 Gettysburg 

Black, Thomas e Mar 17 ’62 k June 25 ’62 Ellyson’s Mill 

Boyd, Edward e Mar 17 62, d Oct ’62 of w received Ox Hill Sept 1 ’62 

Brown, John e May | ’61 

Brown, John F. e Mar 17 ’62 

Burton, J. R. e May 1 ’61 Virginia w Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 

Carpenter, A. G. e May 17 ’63 

Carpenter, A. M.e May 1 ’61 p corp Apr 25 ’62 k Dec 13 62 Fredericks- 
bur 

coating John A. e May 1 ’61 p color-bearer Jan 18 ’63 w May 3 '63 
Chancellorsville 

Carter, C. E. e May 1 ’61 d Sept ’61 

Carter, J. R. e May 17 ’62 

Clemmer, J. S. e May | ’61 
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212 The County of Gaston 


Conner, J. F.e May 1 ’61 k May 31 ’62 Seven Pines 

Creasman, Joseph e May 1 ’61 dg July 29 ’62 

Cruse, J. Rufus e May 17 62 p corp Apr 25 ’62 dg Feb ’63 

Dameron, R. H. e May 4 63 

Davenport, James e July 3 61 p sgt Aug 29 w Second Manassas p 2 It 
May 12 ’63 

Davenport, M. D.e July 3 61 d Aug ’61 

Eaker, Alfred e May 1 ’61 

Eaker, Christy e May 17 ’62 

Eaker, Peter e May 17 62 

Ellwood, Thos. e May 1 61 

Feagueson, F. C.,e May 1 ’61 p 3 sgt Apr 25 ’62 

Ford, Nathan M.e May 1 ’61 d Apr ’62 

Franobarger, Henry e May 17 '62 

Hagar, Wm. E. e June 26 ’61 w Second Manassas Aug ’62 

Hanner, J. R.e May 1 ’61 w Mechanicsville 

Hanner, Wiley e May ] ’61 m ’61 

Hansel, William e Sept 1 ’63 

Harris, J. Abner e May 1 61 

Havner, Michael e May 17 ‘62 

Hawkins, John e May 1 ’61 dg May ’62 

Henderson, J. L. e July 3 61 p corp Sept °62 

Henderson, W. A. e July 3 ’62 d Dec ’62 

Hicks, M. S.e May 1 ’61 d Sept ’61 

Himble, Isaac e May 17 ’62 d July ’62 

Hooper, J. H. e May 1 ’61 w Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 

Hovis, Adalphus e May 1 ’6! w Frazier’s Farm June 30 ’62 

Huffstetler, Jonas e Mar 17 62 w Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg k July 1 
63 Gettysburg 

Ingle, Ephraim e Mar 17 '62 

Jarrett, B. D.e May 1 ’61 p 2 sgt 

Jarrett, John R. e May 30 61 w Gettysburg 

Jenkins, Christy e Mar 13°62 

Jenkins, Miller e Mar 12 62 d May ‘62 

Johnston, R. P. e July 8 '61 p corp 

Kisak, Noah e Mar 17 62 w Aug 29 ’62 Manassas 

Kiser, James e Mar 1761 w May 31 ’62 Seven Pines 

Linden, William e May 1 ’61 dg Oct 6 '62 

Linebarger, E. F. e May 1 ’61 w Second Manassas Aug 29 ’62 dg Mar ’63 

Lynch, J. H. e May 161 dg Feb ’62 | 

McGinnis, John M. e May | 61 w Second Manassas Aug 29 ’62 p sgt 
in ’63 

McKee, Wiley S. e July 3 61 p corp Dec 3 63 Chancellorsville 

Martin, A. J. e Mar 4 62 w May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

Mauney, J. W. e May 1 ’61 w Seven Pines & Chancellorsville 

Mauney, John M. e May 1 ‘61 w Frazier’s Farm June 30 '62 dg 

Mauney, M. M. e Mar 3 63 w pr July 3 63 Gettysburg 
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Appendix me 


Mauney, Samuel e May | ’61 

Meacham, J. B. e May 1 '61 d Sept 61 

Millon, Wm. e May | ’61 w Mechanicsville tr to Pioneer Corps 

Morris, P. A.e May 1 ’61 d Sept 15 ’62 

Morrison, John e July 10 ’61 w Gaines’ Mill June 27 ’62 

Murphy, John E. e July 10 ’61 

Neill, J. A. e Mar 17 63 w 

Noland, N. W. e May 1 ’61 p sgt ’61 p 2 It Dec 3 ’61 pr July 14 ’63 
Falling Waters 

Peters, Stephen e May 1 ’61 w Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 

Porter, Alexander e May 1 '61 dg July 29 ’62 

Queen, John e Mar 17 ’62 

Rankin, J. J. e May 1 61 d Sept ’61 

Rankin, John D. M. e May 1 ’61 p Ist sgt June ’61 dg June 62 

Rankin, W. G. e July 3 61 dg Aug ’61 

Reams, M. L. e Mar 17 ’62 w June 26 '62 Mechanicsville 

Reinhardt, J. L.e May 1 ’61 d Oct ’61 

Reinhardt, W. P. e Mar 17 ’62 d May ’62 

Rhea, A. W. e May 1 ’61 dg Jan ’62 

Rhodes, Eli e Mar 17 ’62 d Sept ’62 

Rhyne, J. W. e May 1 ’61 

Rhyne, John C. e May 1 ’61 pr July ’63 

Rhyne, Joseph e May 1 ’61 dg July 29 ’62 

Rhyne, Miles A. e May 1 ’61 p sgt May 12 63 m July 3 63 Gettysburg. 

Roberts, A. Miller e May 1 61 p 2 It July 4 61 Ist It May 12 ’63 

Roberts, J. J. e May 1 ’61 k June 26 '62 Mechanicsville 

Roberts, John W. e May 1 ’61 p 4 sgt Apr 25 ’62 

Robinson, J. W. e May 31 ’62 w May 3 '63 Chancellorsville 

Roper, David R. e May 1 ’61 w Seven Pines d Aug 29 ’62 of w received 
Manassas 

Rudisill, Emanuel e Mar 17 62 w May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

Skidmore, J. T. e May 1 ’61 

Skidmore, Patrick e July 3 ’61 k May 31 ’62 Seven Pines 

Skidmore, Wm. e May 1 ’61 w in ’64 

Smith, James S. e May 1 ’61 w May 31 ’62 Seven Pines k July 1 ’63 
Gettysburg 

Smith, John e May 1 ’61 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

Smith, John D. e Mar 17 ’62 k Aug 30 ’62 Manassas 

Smith, John M. e May 1 61 

Smith, Oliver e Mar 17 62 w June 26 ’62 Mechanicsville 

Smith, Samuel e Mar 17 62 d June ’62 

Smith, William e May 1 ’61 d Feb ’63 of w received Aug 30 ’62 Second 
Manassas 

Solomon, John e May 1 ’61 k May 31 ’62 Seven Pines 

Springs, J. F.e May 1 ’61 d 

Stowe, Abram e July.3 61 w Sept 17 62 Sharpsburg. 

Stowe, J. Pinkney e May 1 61d Aug19’61 
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214 The County of Gaston 


Stowe, J. Pinkney e Aug 22 '63 

Tittman, A. P. e May 1 ’— d Apr ’"— 

Torrence, W. W.e May 1 ’61 dg July 29 ’62 

Underwood, John D. e May 1 ’61 

Underwood, Wm. e May 1 '61 d Mar ’62 

Warren, Forney e Mar 17 ’62 w May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 
West, L. S. e May 1 ’61 d Sept ’62 

White, A. S.e May 1 61 p commissary Aug ’62 

White, Henry F. e May 1 ’61 p sgt Apr 25 62 w Seven Pines Mar 31 ’62 
White, J. Albartus e May 1 ’61 dg July 1 ’61 

Wilson, James B. e May 1 ’61 

Workman, Wiley e Mar 17 ’62 k July 3 63 Gettysburg 
Wyatt, E. S.e Mar 17 ’62 k June 26 '62 Mechanicsville 
Wyatt, Jacob e Mar 17 ’62 k Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Wyatt, John E. e Mar 17 ’62 w June 26 '62 Mechanicsville 
Wyatt, W. W., e Mar 17 ’62 d Sept 62 | 


Co. D, 37th North Carolina Regiment 


Ballard, Wm. e Aug 12 ’62 
Black, Adam e Aug 12 ’62 - 
Brady, Saunders, e Aug 12 '62 
Eacher, Hiram e Aug 12 ’62 
Eacher, Jonas P. e Mar 2 ‘63 
Eacher, Miles R. e Mar 2 ’63 
Huffstetler, John P e Aug 12 ’62 
Kaiser, Joseph e Aug 12 ’62 
Kaiser, Phillip e Aug 12 ’62 
Mauney, Manassas e Aug 12 ’62 
Neil, David e Aug 12 62 

Neil, Green B. e Aug 12 '62 
Neil, John e Aug 12 ‘62 

Neil, John H. e Aug 12 ’62 
Sellars, Abraham e Mar 2 ’63 
Sellars, George e Mar 2 ’63 
Sellars, Wm. e Mar 2 ’63 
Smith, William P. e Aug 12 ’62 
Snider, Moses e Aug 8 62 
Stegall, Wm. C. e Aug 8 62 
Tadlock, Alexander e Sept 16 ‘61 
Thomas, David C. e Sept 16 ‘61 
Treadaway, John e Sept 16 ‘61 
Trull, Hampton e Sept 16 ‘61 
Trull, Thomas e Sept 16 ‘61 
Trull, Wm. H. e Sept 16 ’61 
Wilson, Jno. T. e Aug 23 ’62 
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Appendix 215 


William, Wallace Glenn 2 It cm Sept 22 ’63 co G reg 37 tr from co H 
in ’63 


Co. I, 37th North Carolina Regiment 


Adahalt, M. L. e Aug 15 ’62 k Chancellorsville 
Alexander, A. M. e Aug 15 ’62 

Alexander, J. A. e Nov 18 ’61 

Allen, James H. e Nov 11 ’62 

Austin, J. W. e Oct 22 61 k Chancellorsville 
Ballard, W. H. e Aug 15 62 d Mar ’63 
Barnhill, J. W. e Oct 22 ’61 

Béean,«}.,1}.e Amp 15 462 

Carpenter, Levi e Aug 15 61 

Clark, James, Jr. e Mar ’63 k Gettysburg 
Clark, Jas. W. e Aug 15 ’62 k Chancellorsville 
Clark, John F. e Aug 15 ’62 

Devince, W. G. e Aug 15 ’62 . 

Fronebarger, John e Aug 15 ’62 

Gates, M. W. e Aug 15 ’62 

Kaiser, Solomon e Aug 15 62 

Mooney, Caleb, e Aug 15 ’62 

Paysour, Caleb e Aug 15 ’62 

Rarefield, Franklin e Aug 15 62 

Rudisill, Jacob e Aug 15 ’62 


Co. B, 28th North Carolina Regiment 

Officers: 
Thomas H. Edwards capt cm July 30 ’61 
Samuel N. Stowe capt cm Feb 27 ’62 p maj ’63 w July 63 Gettysburg 
Thomas J. Smith capt cm Apr 16 63 p from 2 It w Gettysburg July ’63 
R. D. Rhyne capt cm ’64 p from Ist It w Chancellorsville 
S. N. Stowe Ist lt cm July 30 ‘61 pw 
W. W. Cloninger Ist lt cm Feb 27 ’62 p from Ist sgt r Fredericksburg 

Dec 13 62 
Thomas J. Smith Ist It cm Dec 14 62 p 
Robert D. Rhyne Ist It cm Apr 16 63 w May 3 63 Chancellorsville p w 
R. A. White Ist lt cm in ’64 p from sgt | | | 
E. L. Pegram 2 It cm July 30 ’61 
David B. Smith 2 It cm July 30 ’61 w July 63 Gettysburg 
R. D. Rhyner 2 lt cm Feb 27 ‘62 pw | 
T. T. Smith 2 lt cm Feb 27 62 
Hiram J. Coster 2 It cm Dec 18 ’62 p from ranks 
Robert D. Ormand 2 It cm May 10 63 w Second Manassas Aug 29 62 


Non-commissioned Officers: 
W. W. Cloninger Ist sgt e July 30 ’61 d of w received Fredericksburg 
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216 The County of Gaston 


R. A. White 2 sgt e July 30 61 p Ist It 

T. ‘T. Smith 3 sgt e July 30 61 p 2 lt w Gettysburg 

S. W. Love 4 sgt e July 30 ’61 d of w received Gaines’ Mill July 25 ’62 
H. A. Lawrence 5 set e July 30 61 w Frazier’s Farm pr Gettysburg 

A. J. Jenkins Ist corp e July 30 ’61 pr 

J. B. Carson 2 corp e July 50 61 p sgt w Chancellorsville 

D. A. Linebarger 3 corp e July 30 61 d June 21 ’63 Wilmington 


Privates were: 


Abernathy, Alonzo e Sept 3 63 

Abernathy, J. A. e Feb 27 ’62 

Abernathy, J. R. e Sept 3 63 

Abernathy, M. L. e Apr 30 ’63 

Abernathy, S. M. e Mar 29 ’62 

Allen, J. L. e July 30 ’61 

Allison, W. T. e July 30 ’61 

Armstrong, Daniel M. e Apr 9 ’64 

Armstrong, ]. L. e Mar 29 ’62 d July 27 ’63 Virginia 
Armstrong, James e Mar 29 ’62 d May 14 ’62 Rapidan 
Baldwin, Andrew J. e Mar 5 ’64 

Beard, W. L. e Mar 29 ’62 d Apr 1 ’63 pr Washington City 
Beatty, Andrew e July 30 ’61 p corp w Gaines’ Mill June 27 62 
Beatty, J. F.e July 30 ’61 

Beatty, J. P. e Sept 26 ’63 pr May 12 64 

Beatty, R. M. e July 30 ’61 k Dec 15 ’62 Fredericksburg 

Bell, Joseph C. e Feb 16 

Bell, L. M. e July 30 ’61 w Frazier’s Farm 

Best, A. J. e Mar 29 62 | 
Blaylock, J. B. e Sept 18 ’61 Cleveland co w Cedar Run Aug 9 ’62 
Boyd, William d Apr 2 ’62 Wilmington 

Carpenter, Caleb e Mar 19 ’62 

Carpenter, F. T. e July 30 ’61 w Cedar Run d of w received Gettysburg 
Carpenter, J. T. e July 30 ’61 p corp & sgt 

Carpenter, John e July 30 ’61 

Carpenter, W. H. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg 

Carroll, T. L.e Aug 5 ’61 d July 24 ’62 Lynchburg 

Carson, R. W. e Oct 7 ’62, p corp w Fredericksburg 

Caverly, J. W. e July 30 ’61 d Aug 21 ’63 Danville 

Clemmer, E. J. e July 30 ’61 w Chancellorsville 

Clemmer, G. A. e July 30 ’61 1 Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Clemmer, J. L. e July 30 ’61 p Ist sgt 

Clemmer, L. R., e July 30 ’6] 

Cloninger, D. R. e Mar 29 62 

Cloninger, J. S.e Mar 14 '62 w ecetbare | 

Cloninger, L. A. e Mar 29 ’62 

Cloninger, Sidney e Mar 29 ’62 p sgt d Jan 8 ’63 

Cloninger, Walentine e Feb 25 ’64 
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Appendix eI 


Costner, H. L. e July 30 61 p 2 lt 

Costner, J. H. e July 30 ’61 

Costner, J. L. e July 30 ’61 

Crishaw, J. B. e July 30 61 w Gettysburg 

Davis, Albert e Mar 29 ’62 

Davis, James e Mar 29 ’62 dg Sept 20 ’62 

Davis, O. W. e Sept 18 ’61 dg. July 21 ’63 for disability 
Dixon, J. W. e July 30 ’61 

Fall, J. J. e Sept 18 Cleveland co k July 3 ’63 

Farrow, N. P. e July 30 ’61 

Fite, J. C. e Feb 18 ’63 d June 22 63 Richmond 

Floyd, J. A. e July 30 61 w Gettysburg 

Ford, J. N. e July 30 61. 

Ford, John N. e July 30 ’61 

Ford, L. H. e Sept 18 ’61 

Foster, T.M.e July 30 61 p corp. w Chancellorsville & Gettysburg 
Foy, J. S. e July 30 ’61 

Friday, A. J. e July 30 ’61 

Friday, J. H., e Mar 29, 62 d July 17 ’62 Richmond 
Fronenburger, D. E. e July 30 ’61 d Dec 13 62 Fredericksburg 
Gamble, W. A. e Mar 29 ’62 k May 27 ’62 Hanover C. H. 
Gamble, W. F. e Mar 29 ’62 d Sept 2 ’62 Richmond 
Gaston, R. M. e July 30 ’61 

Granes, Caleb C. e Mar 5 ’64 

Grice, J. L. e July 30 ’61 

Groves, J. L. e July 30 ’61 

Hamilton, J. G. e Sept 18 ’61 d Mar 14 ’62 Wilmington 
Hard, S. J. e Sept 18 ’61 

Harris, James P. e Sept 3 ’63 

Harris, W. O. e Aug 6 ’61 

Hawkins, W. R. e July 30 ’61 

Himes, George e Aug 21 ’61 p corp w Gettysburg 
Hoffman, J. C. e July 30 ’61 p corp 

Hoffman, J. H. e July 30 ’61 w Second Manassas 
Hoffman, T. F. e July 30 ’61 

Hovis, G. W. e July 30 ’61 d July 14 62 Wilmington 
Hovis, M. V. e Aug 6 ’61 

Huffstetler, EF. M. e Aug 6 61 


_ Huffstetler, Joshua e Mar 29 ’62 


Huffstetler, W. A. e Mar 29 ’62 k Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Jenkins, Caleb e July 30 ’61 d Dec 21 ’61 

Jenkins, E. W. e July 30 61 d Jan 4 ’62 Wilmington 

Jenkins, G. W. e July 30 ’61 d Aug 4 ’62 Richmond 

Jenkins, R. M. e July 30 ’61 c July 3 ’63 

Kaiser, Caleb e July 30 ’61 d July 28 62 w received Gaines’ Mill 
Kaiser, Henry e Mar 15 ’64 

Kaiser, Michael e July 30 ’61 
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218 The County of Gaston 


Lawing, W. A. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg 

Leeper, F. W. e Mar 14.62 p corp 

Le-Noir, Alexander e July 30 ’61 dg Jan ’62 

Lewis, J. J. e Mar 29 ’62 

Lewis, W. F. e July 30 61 w Gettysburg 

Lingerfelt, Jacob e July 30 w Fredericksburg 

Logan, G. W. e July 30 ’61 d Aug 15 ’63 Davids Island, N. Y. of w 
received Gettysburg 

McCarver, F. H. e Aug 29 ’61 

McCay, A. R. e July 30 61 dt 

McClure, J. J. e Mar 29 ’62 d Jan 18 ’63 Richmond 

McIntosh, J. L. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg 

McKee, J. W. e July 30 ’61 d Dec 14 ’62 w received Gettysburg 

Mauney, Peter, e Mar 29 ’62 k Shepherdstown, Md. 

Mauney, W. A. e July 30 61 p commissary sgt 

Mendenhall, E. B. e July 30 ’61 d Oct 28 ’62 Virginia 

Miller, Dennis e July 30 ’61 d Dec 62 Richmond 

Miller, W. A. e July 30 61 w Gaines’ Mill 

Morrow, J. A. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg 

Murphy, J. F. e July 30 ‘61 w Gettysburg & Chancellorsville dg Ten 
13 ’65 


Murray, J. O. e Mar 9 ’63 Lincoln co w Chancellorsville & Gettysburg 
Neagle, J. K. e July 30 61 k Dec. 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Neill, Christopher e July 30 ’61 

Neill, Peter e Aug 5 61 w Gettysburg 

Nichols, A. S. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg d Jan 29 ’65 
Ormand, R. D. e July 30 61 p 2 It w Second Manassas 
Pasour, D. R. e July 30 ’61 w Cedar Run dg Feb 12 ’63 
Pegram, Edward L. e Apr 30 ’62 Wake co w Aug 25 ’64 
Perkins, John e July 30 ’61 

Perkins, M. C. e July 30 ’61 

Ratchford, J. G. e Mar 29 ’62 d July 10 ’62 w received at Gaines’ Mill 
Rhyner, A. e July 30 ’61 

Rhyner, A. A. e July 30 ’61 w Gettysburg 

Rhyner, A. M. e July 30 61 p corp 

Rhyner, G. C. e July 30 ’61 c May 12 ’64 

Rhyner, R. D. e July 30 ’61 p It w Chancellorsville p capt 
Rutledge, R. G. e Mar 15 64 

Sanders, T. L. e July 30 ’61 

Sarvis, J. R. e Mar 29 ’62 

Shields, Isaac e July 30 ’61 

Shields, J. D. C. e Feb 10 63 

Shields, J. W. e July 30 ’61 

Shreem, John e July 30 ’61 

Sifford, D. M. e Apr 8 ’62 

Smith, L. M.e July 30 ’61 c May 12 64 

Smith, Noah e July 30 ’61 
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Appendix aie 
Smith, P. H. e July 30 ’61 k Dec 13 ’62 Fredericksburg 
Smith, W. A. e July 30 ’61 
Stowe, B. F. e July 30 61 d Aug 5 ’62 Petersburg 


_ Stowe, F. B. e July 30 ’61 


Stowe, R. B. e July 30 ’61 

Stroup, J. H. e July 30 ’61 p May 12 ’64 / 
Stroup, Moses e July 30 61 w Gettysburg p May 12 ’64 
Suggs, L. L. e July 30 61 w Chancellorsville 

Thomas, John e Aug 18 ’62 

Thomas, W. R. e Mar 29 ’62 

Thompson, F. W. e Mar 14 ’62 dt 

Thornburg, J. L. e Mar 29 ’62 

Warren, George e Oct 1 ’64 

Warren, J. T. e Mar 2 62 dg Sept 25 62 for w received Cedar Run 
Webb, George e Mar 29 ’62 k Aug 29 ’62 Second Manassas 
West, David F. e Oct 6 ’61 pr ’64 

White, E. M. e July 30 61 d July 11 ’63 Richmond 
White, J. E. e July 30 ’61 w Gaines’ Mill 

Whitesides, Caleb e Oct 6 ’61 k June 30 ’62 Frazier’s Farm 
Whitesides, E. L. e July 30 ’61 

Whitesides, James J. e Aug 12 ’62 w Gettysburg 
Whitesides, John L. e Aug 12 ’62 

Whitesides, M. C. e July 30 ’61 dg for disability 
Whitesides, W. E. e July 30 ’61 

Willis, Martin V. e July 30 ’61 

Wilson, L. L. e Mar 29 62 w Falling Waters July 14 ’63 
Wilson, Thomas A. e Oct 6 ’61 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 
Wingate, Daniel e Oct 6 61 d Feb ’63 

Withers, John E. May 10 62 w Hanover C. H. 

Withers, Miles e May 10 ’62 p corp 

Wright, Harvey A. e Oct 6 ’61 w Gettysburg 

Wyatt, W. A. e July 30 ’61 

Young, Joseph Aug 12 ’62 d June 22 ’63 


Co. H, 49th North Carolina Regiment 


Chas. Q. Petty capt cm Mar 22 ’62 p maj May 19 ’64 

J. N. Torrence capt cm Aug 5 ’64 p from 2 It 

J. F. Linebarger Ist It cm Mar 22 ’64 

Wallace A. Rankin Ist lt cm June 28 ’62 p from 2 It 

A. J. Love Ist It cm in ’64 p from sgt 

James W. Linebarger 2 It cm Mar 22 

I. E. Nagle 2 It cm July 10 62 p from ranks w Malvern Hill 

John N. Torrence 2 It cm Jan 2 63 p from ranks 

L. L. Rankin 2 It cm in ’64 p from ranks 
Non-commissioned Officers: 

E. L. Rankin Ist sgt e Mar 22 ’62 
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220 The County of Gaston 


J. E. Rhyne 3 sgt e May 10 ’62 dt 
J. B. White 2 sgt e Mar 22 ’62 
J. N. Torrence 4 sgt e Mar 22 '62 p 2 It Jan 263 capt Aug 5 ’64 
Lewis, Fronebarger 5 sgt e Mar 22 ’62 
J. W. Brison Ist corp e Mar 22 ’62 p 2 sgt 
James Davis 2 corp e Mar 22 ’62 
A. J. Gamble 3 corp e Mar 22 ’62 
Freno Dilling 4 sgt e Mar 22 ’62 
Privates: 
Adams, E. W. e Mar 22 ’62 d of w Aug 10 ’62 
Anthony, J. C.e May 10 ’62 dt 
Baldwin, Cephas e Mar 22 ’62 w Malvern Hill 
Bard, R. F. e May 10 ’62 
Beatty, W. C. Mar 22 62 w Sharpsburg Apr 10 ’63 
Bell, Martin e Feb 10 ’62 d Sept ’62 
Berry, E. M. e Mar 22 ’62 
Blackwood, Joseph e Mar 22 ’62 w Malvern Hill 
Brimer, Andrew e Mar 22 62 tr to 10th Reg Mar 20 ’63 
Brison, H. B. e Mar 22 ’62 
Brison, J. P. B. e Mar 22 ’62 w Malvern Hill 
Brison, S. B. A. e Mar 22 ’62 k July 1 62 Malvern Hill 
Brison, T. L. e May 16 ’62 k Sept 17 ’62 Sharpsburg 
Brown, Monroe e Mar 22 62 
Carson, E. W. e Mar 22 '62 
Cherry, Albert e Mar 22 ’62 
Clemer, G. P. e Mar 22 ’62 
Clemer, J. L. e Mar 22 ’62 
Combest, William e May 3 62 d Richmond 
Cook, J. B. e May 13 ’62 d Richmond 
Cook, J. M. e May 13 ’62 
Cook, Madison e Aug 16 ’63 w Sharpsburg 
Costner, Aaron e Mar 22 ’62 
Costner, E. S. e Mar 22 ’62 
Costner, J. W. e Mar 22 62 
Costner, Joseph e Aug 10 ’63 
Costner, M.S. R. e Mar 22 ’62 
Costner, Zimri e Mar 22 ’62 
Crawford, James e Sept 4 ’63 
Crawford, T. Q. e Mar 22 ’62 d Aug 26 ’62 w received Malvern Hill 
Davis, J. G. e Dec 21 Tyrell co 
Davis, James e Mar 22 62 
Decker, Eusebius e Mar 20 ’62 p corp 
Dick, E. e Mar 22 '62 
Falls, William e May 16 ’62 
Farris, J]. A. e May 13 ’62 w Malvern Hill 
Ferguson, A. e May 10 ’62 
Ferguson, L. R. e Mar 14 62 
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Ferguson, Lewis e Mar 22 ’62 

Flowers, R. G. May 10 62 

Ford, A. P.e May 10 ’62 

Ford, J. H. e Mar 1 ’63 

Ford, J. M. e Mar 22 ’62 p sgt 

Foy, John e Mar 22 ’62 

Foy, S. E. e Mar 22 ’62 w Malvern Hill 
Frunberger, Columbus e May 13 ’62 d Petersburg 
Furguson, T. W. e Mar 22 '62 d May 27 ’62. 
Gamble, R. F. e Sept 4 ’63 

Hamulten? U. Af e:Mar. 22: 62 

Hanna, W. D. e Mar 22 ’62 

Harrison, Hall e Mar 22 ’62 

Hays, J. H. e May 10 ’62 

_ Helms;)Jonk. © Mar 22 '02 d May 27 °62 hebase 
Helton, M. B., e Oct 13 ’63 

Henderson, J. W. e Mar 22 ’62 

Henderson, R. F. e Mar 22 ’62 4 sgt 

Henderson, W. J. e Mar 22 ’62 

Holland, Frank e May 1 ’62 dg Sept 1 ’62 
Holland, J. e Mar 22 ’62 

Holland, J. R. e Mar 22 ’62 p Q. M. sgt 

Hovis, J. J. e May 13 62 Sept 17 ’62 Sharpsburg 
Hoys, J. J.e Mar 14 ’62 

Huffman, B. M. e May 13 ’62 

Huffstetler, Elie Mar 22 ’62 

Huffstetler, Jacob e Mar 22 ’62 

Jenkins, J. T. e Mar 22 ’62 

Kamen, :-WsHe e: Apn 2762 

Knight, Cleveland e Mar 22 62 

Knowles, Marion e May 3 ’62 d Goldsboro 
Lawrence, J. A. e Mar 22 ’61 k July 1 ’62 Malvern Hill 
Lay, A. L. e Mar 22 °62 

Lay, J. C. e Mar 22 62 d May 29 ’62 Goldsboro 
Lay, W. J. e Mar 22 62 w Malvern Hill 

Leeper, Andrew e Mar 22 ’62 

Lenhardt, L. R. e Mar 22 ’62 

Linebarger, L. M. e Mar 22 62 

Linebarger, R. A. e Mar 22 ’62 

Love, A. J. e May 13 ’62 p corp to Ist It 
McAllister, A. M. e Mar 14 ’62 

McArthur, A. L. e Mar 22 ’62 

McArthur, J. L. e Aug 10 ’62 

McArver, H. P. e May 5 '62 

McArver, J. E. May 5 62 

McCran, John C. e May 13 62 

McKee, A. A. e Mar 22 ’62 d June 20 ’62 Goldsboro” 
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McLean, J. C. e May 6 ’62 

McNair, E. A. e Aug 10 63 

Martin, W. D. e Mar 22 ’62 

Massey, W. G. e May 10 ’62 

Mendenhall, C. E. e Mar 14 63 

Morton, R. A. e Mar 22 ’62 

Neagle;*}. Ev €-Mar22 °62\p 2 It July 10 62 

Neagle, J. L. e May 8 ’62 p surg 

Oats, T. M. e Mar 14 ’62 

O’Daniel, C. M. e Mar 22 62 d Oct 26 ’62 

Partie, I Ly-e"Mar 22 "62 

Pasour, A. M. e Mar 22 ’62 

Pasour, F. M. e Mar 22 62 d Richmond July 13 ’62 of wound received 
Malvern Hill 

Pasour, J. A. e Mar 22 62 

Pasour, John e May 13 ’62 d Petersburg 

Pasour, M. E. e Mar 22 ’62 

Pearson, J. J. e Mar 22 ’62 k Sept 17 62 Sharpsburg 

Pearson, W. A. e May 10 ’62 p corp 

Pierce, J. A. e May 5 ’62 

Quinn, F. F. e May 13 ’62 South Carolina d July 19 ’62 Petersburg, Va. 

Quinn, W. F. e May 22 62 d Fort Royal 

Rankin, L. L. e Mar 22 ’62 4 sgt 2 lt w Malvern Hill 

Rankin, W. D. e Mar 22 ’62 p sgt 

Ratchford, W. A. e Mar 22 ’62 k Sharpsburg 

Rhodes, Daniel e Mar 22 ’62 d Nov 5 ’62 

Rhyne, A. B. e Mar 22 ’62 

Rhyne, A. P. e Mar 22 ’62 p corp 

Rhyne, E. S. e May 10 ’62 d of w received Sharpsburg 

Rhyne, J. L. e Mar 22 ’62 p Ist corp 

Rhyne, M. H. e Mar 22 ’62 

Rhyne, M.S. e Mar 22 ’62 

Robinson, W. E. e Mar 22 ’62 

Rumfelt, J. L. e Mar 22 62 

Smith, Eli e Sept 3 ’62 

Smith, J. L. e Mar 22 ’62 

Stowe, G. P. e Mar 22 ’62 d May 31 ’62 Goldsboro 

Stowe, J. G. e May 3 ’62 

Stowe, W. L. e May 13 ’62 ; 

Stroupe, Johanna e Mar 22 ’62 d July 10 62 Drury’s Bluff 

Stroupe, W. W. e May 10 ’62 

Teague, B. e Mar 14 ’62 

Thomas, J. G. e Mar 22 ’62 d of w received Malvern Hill 

Thorne, J. F. e Mar 22 ’62 w Fredericksburg 

Torrence, W. N. e Mar 22 ’62 k July 1 62 Malvern Hill 

Tory, J. L. e Aug 10 °63 

Purner, R..G. e Mar 22 ‘62 
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Vickers, W. A. e Mar 22 ’62 d Petersburg 
Wallace, D. H. e Mar 22 ’62 d Richmond 
Wallace, Monroe d Culpepper, Va. 

Warren, W. C. P. e May 13 ’62 

White, John B. e Mar 22 ’62 p set tr 

White, L. S. e Mar 22 62 d Petersburg 
Whitesides, Edward e Aug 10 ’63 
Whutesides, J.. F.eAug 10763 

Whitesides, J. G. e Mar 22 ’62 

Whitesides, R. G. e Mar 22 62 d Petersburg 
Wilson, J. J. e Mar 29 ’62 

Wilson, R. N. e May 13 ’62 

Wilson, S. M. e May 13 62 

Wilson, S. M. e May 13 ‘63 

Workman, E. J. e May 3 62 k July 1 ’62 Malvern Hill 


Co. H, 23rd North Carolina Regiment 
Officers: 


E. M. Faires capt cm June 12 ’61 r Dec 1 ’61 

W. P. Hill capt cm Dec 1 ’6] p from sgt 

R. M. Ratchford Ist lt cm June 12 ’61 r Dec ’61 

joseph J. Wilson Ist It cm Dec ’61 p from sgt 

J. E. Hill 2 lt cm May 19 ’61 p from ranks 

Joseph B. F. Riddle Ist lt cm May 10 ’62 w Sept 30 ’64 p from set 
T. N. Craig 2 lt cm June 12 ’61 

J. M. Kendrick 2 It cm June 12 ’61 pr July 1 ’63 Gettysburg 

W. S. Floyd 2 It cm 


Non-commissioned Officers: 


Joseph J. Williams Ist sgt e June 12 ’61 p Ist It Dec 61 

W. P. Hill 2 sgt e June 12 ’61 p capt Dec ’61 

Joseph B. F. Riddle 3 sgt e June 12 ’61 p It May 10 ’62 w Sept ’64 

Wm. E. Wilson 4 sgt e June 12 ’61 

J. N. Gulick 5 sgt e June 12 ’61 d Apr 30 ’62 Charlottesville 

J. E. Lineberger Ist corp e June 12 ’61 d May 6 ’63 of w received Chan- 
cellorsville 

Robert N. Glenn 2 corp e June 12 ’6] k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 

J. F. Wilson 3 corp e June 12 ’61 p sgt 

R. Featherston 4 corp e June 12 ’61 d July 29 ’61 Garysburg 


Privates were: 


Bard. TJ. e* une 12 .G).dilan} 62 

Beatty, F. M. e June 12 61 d Aug 6 ’62 

Bell, M., e June 12 ’61 dg Dec 30 ’61 

Berry, E, M.e June 12 61 dg Nov 10 ’61 for disability 
Berry, R. Q. e Feb 26 ’63 
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Brison, J. B. e June 12 ’61 

Brisson, J. H. e Apr ’63 w Chancellorsville 

Clinton, T. L. e June 12 ’61 p corp w Chancellorsville 
Compton, M. V. e June 12 ’61 d Dec 10 ’61 

Connor, L. B. e June 12 ’61 tr to co D 

Craig, J. M. e Sept 23 ’61 dg Aug 3 62 

Craig, T. V. e Dec 30 ’62 

Dameron, J. T. R. e Sept 3 ’63 w Chancellorsville 

Faires, J. A. e June 12 ’61 dg for disability 

Fite, W. F. e June 12 ’61 w Seven Pines pr May 12 ’64 
Floyd, W. S. e June 12 61 p 2 It 

Ford, D. W. e June 12 ’61 k July 1 ’63 Gettysburg 

Ford, E. M. e June 12 ’61 dg Sept 29 ’62 

Ford, Jv At e’Feb 26 ‘63 

Ford, J. C. e June 12 61 k May 3 ’63 Chancellorsville 
Ford, L. A. e June 12 ’61 

Freeman, E. S. e June 12 ’61 w Sharpsburg 

Frick, John e Sept 4 ’62 k July '63 Gettysburg 

Fronebarger, J. C.e June 12 ’61 p Ist sgt 

Fronebarger, J. C. e June 12 ’61 w Sharpsburg & Richmond 
Germon, H. e Aug 1 ’62 Wilkes co 

Glenn, D. L. e June 12 ’61 p corp 

Glenn, J. F. e June 12 ’61 d Dec ’61 Petersburg 

Glenn, J. W. e June 12 ’61 w Seven Pines & Sharpsburg 
Grier, W. A. e Sept 1 ’62 

Groves, J. J.e June 12 ’61 d June ’62 of w received Seven Pines 
Groves, M. F. e June 12 ’61 dg Jan 31 ’63 for w 

Hampton, W. e Aug | 62 

Hetron * Dene Ese June 12 ’61 w Williamsburg 

Hill, Tyee Juried 2. 46D p 2alt May 10 ’61 

Hill, M.e Aug | 62 w 

Himes, E. M. e Sept 3 ’62 dt 

Hucks, J. K.-e June 1261 dt 

Humphries, R. Z. e June 12 ’61 w Seven Pines 

Jarrett, CAR 6 OctLs 6) 

Jarrett, G. W. e June 12 61 w Gettysburg 

Jenkins, J. L. e June 12 61 d Aug 25 ’61 in Virginia 
Johnston, A. L. e June 18 ’61 dg Sept 30 62 

Johnston, T. H. e June 12 61 

Joy, J. H. e June 12 61 dg May 12 '63 

Kizer, Eee Junei2 ‘6U:k July ) 63 Gettysburg p corp 

Kizer, J. C. e June 12 ‘61 d aa 21 ’63 of w received Chancellorsville 
Long, D. L. e June 12 ’61 July 1 63 Gettysburg 
McAllister, L. A. e June 12 61 

McCullough, J. e June 12 61 d July 11 ’62 in Virginia ; 
McLure, Shits June 12 61 d July 5 ’63 of w received Gettysburg 
Milling, M. R. e June 12 ’61 w Chancellorsville 
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OPawiel W..J.¢ June 12°61 

Paine, J. A. J. e June 12 '61 w Malvern Hill p sgt 

Pearson, S. F. e June 12 ’61 d Apr 6 ’62 

Price, J. D. M. June 12 '61 d June 10 ’63 of w received Chancellorsville 
Ramsey, J. e June 12 ‘61 c 

Reid, R. H. e June 12 ’6] k May '63 Chancellorsville 

Reynolds, L. e June 12 ’61 

Rhodes, Christopher e June 12 ’61 dg July 20 ’62 

Robinson, J. C. e June 12 61 d June 4 ’62 of w received Seven Pines 
Shannon, J. R. e June 29 ’61 | 
Smith, R. W. e June 12 ’61 d Mar 16 ’63 

Smith, W. L. e June 18 ’61 w Chancellorsville 

Stowe, H. W. e June 12 ’61 d June 13 ’63 of w received Seven Pines 
Stowe, J. L. e June 12 ’61 p sgt d Aug 2 ’63 of w received Gettysburg 
Suryer, J. F.e June 12 '61 dg Sept 10 ’62 

Torrence, H. A. e Aug 3 ’61 p sgt w Chancellorsville 

Torrence, J. D. e June 12 ’61 w Sharpsburg & Chancellorsville c 
Torrence, L. e July 18 61 p corp k July 1 ’63 Gettysburg 
Torrence, L. C. e June 12 ’61 dg Mar 10 ’63 

Torrence, R. S. e Dec 17 62 w Chancellorsville 

Vandyke, L. S. e June 12 61 dt 

Wallace, D. S. e Sept 21 ’61 

Wallace, H. M. e June 12 ’61 d of w received Gettysburg 

Wallace, J. T. e July 18 61 w Sharpsburg 

Wallace, L. J. e July 18 61 

Warren, W. G. e June 12 ’61 dg Dec 12 ’62 

Wuson,. J]. Foe June 12 361% pr July*t"6s 

Wright, J. J. e June 12 ’61 w Seven Pines k June 27 '62 

Wright, Jasper e Sept 23 '61 d Aug 9 ’62 

Wright, S. e June 12 61 d Jan & ’62 

Wright, W. R. e June 12 ’61 dg Aug 31 ’63 for w received Sharpsburg 


Company F, 63rd North Carolina Regiment 
Bite, 3. Fi. 


Company D, 11th North Carolina Regiment 
Ragan, Frank 
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APPENDIX E 


GASTON COUNTY SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR SOLDIERS 


The following list of Gaston County men who served in the Spanish- 
American War is based mainly on a muster roll of Capt. Robert Lee 
Durham’s company, and is probably incomplete. Identifications were 
made with the assistance of Noah Huffstetler. 


Capt. Robert Lee Durham 
Ist Lieut. Plato T. Durham 
2nd Lieut. Ernest N. Farrior 
Sam S. Shuford (Sergt.) 
Charles M. Isenhour (Sergt.) 
George C. Sandifer (Sergt.) 
Rufus Lee Jenkins (Corp.) 
Augustus Lewis (Corp.) 
Robert P. Elmore (Corp.) 
Joseph S. Vincent (Corp.) 
Albert Sarvis (Mus.) 

George W. Beaty (Private) 
Robert H. Biggers (Private) 
Jacob S. Costner (Private) 
Eugene Craig (Private) 
William B. Craig (Private) 
Noah F. Finger (Private) 
John C. Ford (Private) 
James E. C. Ford (Private) 
Clemens E. Jackson (Private) 
George A. Jenkins (Private) 
Jacob M. Lay (Private) 

Fred E. Lewis (Private) 
Harrison L. Lindsey (Private) 
Charles A. Massagee (Private) 
Joseph D. Moore (Private) 
John Rhodes (Private) 
Eugene Smith (Private) 
William T. Falls (Private) 
John North Smith (Private) 
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Appendix Zed 
Harry M. Millen (Private) 
Noah Huffstetler (Private) 
Chas. S. Smith (Private) 
Will Sawyer (Private) 
Wright T. Dixon (Private) 
Benjamin Franklin Dixon (Private) 
Charn Love (Private) 
Major B. F. Dixon 
Charles Franklin McGregor (Private) 
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GASTON COUNTY’S TEXTILE INDUSTRY, 1846-1935 


This information, abridged from the extensive listing in Joseph H. 
Separk’s Gastonia and Gaston County, North Carolina, 1846-1949, is 
arranged by years. Dates are of incorporation except where otherwise 
specified. Incorporators, original ofhcers, original authorized capital 
and original equipment are noted where known, in that order; and in 
the second section, information of the fates of various firms is indicated. 


1874 


1883 


189] 


1893 


1899 


1901 


Plants Active as of October 1, 1935 


SPENCER MOUNTAIN MILLS, Spencer Mountain—organized 
by J. Harvey Wilson and James Moore. Inc. July 2, 1895, by E. 
C. Wilson, J. L. Lineberger, J. W. Moore. W. TI. Love, pres.; E 
B. Denny, vice-pres. & treas.; J. M. Sherer, secy. & asst. treas. 
$65,000. 7,208 spindles, 140 looms. 


McADEN MILLS, McAdenville—Feb. 27, by R. Y. McAden, B. 
F. McAden, John H. McAden, Jasper Stowe. H. M. McAden, 
pres.; Robert R. Ray, secy. & treas. $500,000. 28,000 spindles, 350 
looms. 


CHERRYVILLE MANUFACTURING CO., Cherryville—Feb. 
18, By D. A. Rudisill, M. E. Rudisill, W. A: Mauney, J. S. Mau- 
ney, W. H. Houser, J. H. Rudisill and others. W. W. Glenn, 
pres. & treas.; Paul C. Rhyne, vice-pres.; W. B. Rhyne, secy. 
$200,000. 6,500 spindles. 


TRENTON COTTON MILLS, Gastonia—April 17, by G. W. 
Ragan, R. A. Caldwell, George A. Gray, T. C. Pegram, H. H. 
Craig, C. E. Adams, E. F. Glenn, T. M. Pearson. A. M. Dixon, 
pres.; Robert R. Ray, vice-pres.; Kay Dixon, treas. $280,800. 
11,840 spindles. 


OZARK MILLS, Gastonia—March 6, by George A. Gray, R. P. 
Rankin, John F. Love. George A. Gray, pres.; John F. Love, 
vice-pres.; R. P. Rankin, secy. & treas. $350,000. 8,000 ‘spindles. 
(in receivership, Oct. 1935). 


CHRONICLE MILLS, Belmont—March 18, by R. P. Rankin, 
John F. Love, R. L. Stowe, G. M. Gullick, M. N. Hall. A. C. Line- 
berger, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres.; R. L. Stowe, treas. $250,000. 
10,368 spindles. 
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MOROWEBB COTTON MILLS CO., Dallas—March 17, by C. if 
Webb & Co., J. D. Moore, J. O. White, F. H. Robinson, E. L. Wil- 


son, J. R. Lewis. Fred H. Robinson, pres.; Marshall Dilling, vice- 


pres.; Fred L. Smyre, treas. $100,000. 7,168 spindles. 


IMPERIAL YARN MILLS, INC., Belmont—Oct. 28, by A. C. 
Lineberger, D. E. Rhyne, M. N. Hall, Thomas W. Springs, J. Q. 
Hall, J. B. Hall, J. W. Armstrong, W. W. Davis, dhe a Nig ih he fags 
C. Lineberger, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres.; R. L. Stowe, secy. 
& treas. $400,000. 12,544 spindles. 


FLINT MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia—Oct. 3, by George 
A. Gray, L. F. Groves, John R. Withers, L. L. Jenkins, ‘| el. 
Moore, J. D. Ragan. S. N. Boyce, pres.; A. G. Myers, vice-pres. 
& treas. $679,000 common, $405,000 preferred. 35,712 spindles. 


GAMBRILL & MELVILLE MILLS CO., Bessemer City—Jan. by 
Melville Gambrill, E. E. Gambrill, Mrs. Mary Gambrill. William 
L. Todd, pres.; E. B. Ambrose, vice-pres. & secy.; Mrs. Mary T. 
Gambrill, treas. $200,000 common. 15,000 spindles, 325 looms. 


HOWELL MANUFACTURING CO., Cherryville—Jan. 28, by 
A. W. Howell, Moses Stroup, A. H. Huss, B. F. Carpenter, J. P. 
Kiser, J. C. Ballard. W. W. Glenn, pres. & treas.; Paul C. Rhyne, 
vice-pres.; W. B. Rhyne, secy. $250,000. 10,300 spindles. 


MAJESTIC MANUFACTURING CO., Belmont—Sept. 27, by 
Stowe brothers, A. C. Lineberger, Thomas W. Springs, F. P. Hall, 
W. B. Puett. A. C. Lineberger, pres.; R. L. Stowe, vice-pres.; S. 
P. Stowe, secy. & treas. $400,000. 12,768 spindles. 


OSAGE MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—organized 
Feb. 8 as Slater Manufacturing Co. Inc. Aug. 19, by L. L. Jenkins, 
D. B. Coltrane, J. A. Long, George Stephens, Burton Craig. J. M. 
Reeves, pres.; S. A. Burts, vice-pres. & treas.; M. C. Mauney, 
secy. $350,000 preferred. 16,272 spindles, 388 looms. 


NATIONAL YARN MILLS, INC., Belmont—April 23, by R. L. 
Stowe, S. P. Stowe, A. C. Lineberger, D. E. Rhyne, J. Arthur 
Rhyne. A. C. Lineberger, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres.; R. L. 
Stowe, secy. & treas. $303,000. 15,256 spindles. 


REX SPINNING CO., Ranlo—June 12, by C. M. Dunn, John 
C. Rankin, W. M. Boyce. A. G. Myers, pres.; Ward C. Henry, 
vice-pres.; C. A. Rudisill, secy. & treas. $1,000,000. 25,600 spindles. 


CLIMAX SPINNING CO., Belmont—Oct. 4, by A. C. Line- 
berger, S. P. Stowe, R. L. Stowe, W. B. Puett, D. E. Rhyne. A. C. 
Lineberger, pres.; R. L. Stowe, vice-pres.; S. P. Stowe, secy. & 
treas. $450,000. 21,760 spindles. 
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The County of Gaston 


GROVES MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April, 1916 (reorganized as 
Groves Thread Co., July 22, 1931), by L. F. Groves, H. H. Groves, 
L. L. Jenkins, F. R. Withers, W. C. Withers. H. H. Groves, pres.; 
L. G: <Groves, vice-pres.; -E.. E. Groves, :secy. & treas. $1,000,000. 
28,000 spindles. 


PARKDALE MILLS, INC., Gastonia—May 12, by J. H. Separk, 
J. L. Gray, J. Lee Robinson, L. L. Jenkins, F. D. Barkley, Thomas 
L. Craig, S. N. Boyce, C. D. Gray, Frost Torrence. Ralph S. 
Robinson, pres.; Minor R. Adams, vice-pres.; William L. Robin- 
son, secy. & treas. $500,000. 15,264 spindles. 


RANLO MANUFACTURING CO., Ranlo—Nov. 8, by John C. 
Rankin, W.T..Love,..C.. M.. Dunn. E. B. Denny, pres.; D. -R. 
LaFar, vice-pres.; J. M. Sherer, secy. & treas. $400,000 common, 
$318,000 preferred. 21,726 spindles, 80 looms. 


A. M. SMYRE MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia—Jan. 20, by 
A. M. Smyre, Fred L. Smyre, J. Lee Robinson, D. M. Jones & Co., 
J. O. White, Thomas L. Craig, C. B. Armstrong, M. T. Wilson. 
Fred L. Smyre, pres. & treas.; Mrs. D. M. Jones, vice-pres.; Mar- 
shall Dilling, secy. $500,000 common, $200,000 preferred. 27,008 
spindles. 


RUBY COTTON MILLS, INC., Gastonia—May 6, by G. R. 
Spencer, W. H. Adams, J. M. Holland. A. C. Jones, pres.; Mrs. 
Nell S. Jones, vice-pres.; T. L. Wilson, secy. & treas. $157,200. 
14,688 spindles. 


DIXON MILLS, INC., Gastonia—May 6, by A. M. Dixon, J. K. 
Dixon, Robert R. Ray, W. L. Balthis, O. F. Mason, E. N. Pegram. 
A. M. Dixon, pres. & treas.; Robert R. Ray, vice-pres.; Kay Dixon, 
secy. & asst. treas. $300,000. 14,336 spindles. . 


RHYNE-HOUSER MANUFACTURING CO., Cherryville— 
July 3, by D. E. Rhyne, Dr. W. H. Houser, C. A. Rudisill. Dr. F. 
M. Houser, pres.; A. H. Huss, secy. & treas. $294,500. 13,000 
spindles. 


RIDGE MILLS, INC., Gastonia—July 23, by R. G. Rankin, A. 
G. Myers, C. C. Armstrong, D. M. Jones. A. G. Myers, pres.; 
Henry Rankin, vice-pres.; J. C. Roberts, secy. & treas. $112,500 
common, $100,000 preferred. 9,900 spindles. 


ACME SPINNING CO., Belmont—July 29, by A. C. Lineberger, | 
R. B. Suggs, D. P. Stowe. A. C. Lineberger, pres.; R. B. Suggs, 
secy. & treas. $550,000. 32,880 spindles. 


STERLING SPINNING CO., Belmont—Aug. 1, by R. L. Stowe, 
S. P. Stowe, A. C. Lineberger. R. L. Stowe, pres.; C. T. Stowe, 
vice-pres.; S. P. Stowe, secy. & treas. $500,000. 13,056 spindles. 
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CRESCENT SPINNING CO., Belmont—Aug. 1, by A. C. Line- 
berger, R. L. Stowe, George W. Stowe, S. P. Stowe. A. C. Line- 
berger, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres.; George W. Stowe, secy. & 
treas. $550,000. 13,056 spindles. 


AMERICAN COTTON MILLS, INC., Bessemer City—Dec. 8, 
by Frank Goldberg, A. A. McLean, Jr., and others. Frank Gold- 
berg, pres.; C. C. Armstrong, vice-pres.; Robert Goldberg, secy. 
& treas. $250,000. 23,00 spindles. 


LINFORD MILLS, INC., Belmont—Jan. 29, by A. C. Lineberger, 
W. B. Puett, J. E. Ford, C. L. Bumbardner. A. C. Lineberger, 
pres.; WW. 5, Puett, vice-pres.; J. E. Ford, secy. & treas. $600,000 
common, $69,200 preferred. 16,520 spindles. 


PERFECTION SPINNING CO., Belmont—Jan 29, by D. P. 
Stowe, A. C. Lineberger, R. B. Suggs. A. C. Lineberger, pres.; R. 
B. Suggs, vice-pres.; D. P. Stowe, secy. & treas. $600,000 common, 
$100,000 preferred. 16,320 spindles. 


STOWE SPINNING CO., Belmont—Feb. 5, by R. L. Stowe, S. 
P. Stowe, W. B. Puett, R. F. Cox. S. P. Stowe, pres.; W. B. Puett, 
vice-pres.; R. L. Stowe, secy. & treas. $886,000. 21,760 spindles. 


FAGLE YARN MILLS, INC., Belmont—March 4, by R. L. 
Stowe, S. P. Stowe, W. B. Puett, A. C. Lineberger, J. W. Stowe. 
Woe Do esleLba thes ant LOWE, vice-pres.; J. W. Stowe, secy. & 
treas. $800,000. 12,672 spindles. 


AMERICAN YARN AND PROCESSING CO., Mount Holly 
(Merger)—July 31, American Processing Co., Woodlawn Manu- 
facturing Co., Madora Manufacturing Co., Nims Manufacturing 
Co. and Alsace Manufacturing Co. in Gaston County, Union 
Cotton Mills in Catawba County. By C. E. Hutchison, I. C. Lowe, 
J. M. Springs, J. M. Hatch. C. E. Hutchison, pres. & treas.; ‘T. H. 
McKinnery, vice-pres. & gen. mgr.; I. C. Lowe, vice-pres.; Edwin 
Hutchison, asst. secy. $2,000,000. Processing plant, 50,000 
spindles. 


CARLTON YARN MILLS, INC., Cherryville—May 24, by C. 
A. Rudisill, L. L. Self, D. P. Dellinger, R. I. Dalton. L. L. Self, 
Pires bol Dalton, vice-pres.; C. A. Rudisill, secy. & treas.; S. M. 
Butler, asst. secy. & treas. $265,000 common, $108,600 preferred. 
20,864 spindles. 


RAGAN SPINNING CO., Gastonia—Dec. 5, by G. W. Ragan, 
Caldwell Ragan, A. G. Myers, R.' L. Stowe, S. P. Stowe..G. W. 
Ragan, pres.; R. L. Stowe, vice-pres.; Caldwell Ragan, treas.; G. 
W. Ragan, Jr., secy. $225,000 common, $70,000 preferred. 12,672 
spindles. 
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CRAMERTON MILLS, INC., Cramerton—Dec. 19, by J. H. 
Mayes, S. W. Cramer, L. A. Dodsworth, G: TI McLean, W? #1. 


- Bigelow, T. E. Moore, Henry Ashworth, Mal Campbell, E. T. 


1925 


1926 


£92), 


1928 


Fowler. S. W. Cramer, »pres.; C. D. Welch, vice-pres.; 5S. ‘W. 
Cramer, Jr., treas.; C. B. Cramer, secy. & asst. treas. $3,000,000. 
58,000 spindles, 850 looms. 


WILDAN MANUFACTURING CO., cheaineoret 3 poet ang B, 
E. Rhyne, Dr. W. H. Houser, W. B. Rhyne. W. W. Glenn, pres. 
& treas.; Dr. W. H.. Houser, vice-pres.; W. B. Rhyne, secy. 
$200, 000. 5,000 spindles. 


GASTONIA WEAVING CO., Gastonia—April 20, by Jones 
Fuller, Elizabeth Compton, F. rt: Fulter, Jr. Ben Reis, pres.; Mel 
J. Reis, secy. & treas. $25,000. 69 looms. 


ABERFOYLE MANUFACTURING CO., Belmont—June 6, by 
Belmont Corporation, a Stowe- Lineberger corporation. A. C. 
Lineberger, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres.; R. L. Stowe, secy. & 
treas. $2, 000,000. 


AMERICAN COTTON MILLS, No. 2, INC., Bessemer City— 
Sept. 10, by Robert Goldberg, Frank Goldberg, Max Goldberg. 
Frank Goldberg, pres.; GC. C. Armstrong, vice-pres.; Robert Gold: 
berg, secy. & treas. $100,000 common. 10,800 spindles, 94 looms. 


NUWAY SPINNING CO., Cherryville— —Sept. 26, by George E. 
Sperling, W. L. Mauney, C. A. Rudisill, L. L. Self, M. M. Rudi- 
sill. L. L. Self, pres.; C. A. Rudisill, secy. & treas.; S. M. Butler, 
asst. secy. & treas. $100,000. 7,864 spindles. 


NATIONAL WEAVING CO., Lowell—Oct. 24, by R. L. Stowe, 
E..Voswitzer, [xl Bi Reeves.c A. Gy Lineberger, Jr., pres. & treas. 
K. E. Sherrill, secy. 8,444 shares no par common, $863,000 pre- 
ferred. 888 looms. 


STOWE THREAD CO., Belmont—March 16, R. L. Stowe, S. P. 
Stowe, R. D. Hall. R. L. Stowe, pres.; S. P. Stowe, vice-pres. & 
treas.; R. D. Hall, secy. & asst. treas. $225,000 common, 112,100 
preferred. 7,560 spindles. 


BELMONT HOSIERY MILLS, INC., Belmont—June 7, by R. 
L. Stowe, Jr., ReF.«Cox,.C. W. Kale. R: L.'Stowe, Jr.; pres.; R. F. 
Cox, secy.; C. T. Stowe, treas. $150,000. 50 knitting machines. 


HATCH FULL-FASHIONED HOSIERY CO., Belmont—July 
9, by J. M. Hatch, C. C. Lineberger, B. M. Armfield. A. C. Line- 
berger, pres.; R. L. Stowe, vice-pres.; J. M. Hatch, secy. & treas. 
$112,000 common. $67,000 preferred. 21 knitting machines. 
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HANOVER MILLS, INC., Gastonia (Merger)—Dec. 1, Hanover 
Thread Mills, Inc., Rankin Mills, Inc. By A. G. Myers, R. G. 
Rankin and others. A. G. Myers, pres.; R. G. Rankin, secy. & 
treas. $850,000. 23,904 spindles. 


SUPERIOR YARN MILLS, INC., Statesville (Merger)—July 22, 
including Tuckaseege Spinning Co., Mount Holly. By R. L. 
Stowe, E. R. Bucher, N. A. Cocke, Charles I. Burkeholder, W. H. 
Suttenfield. R. L. Stowe, pres.; E. R. Bucher ands. wi. Burke- 
holder, vice-pres.; W. H. Suttenfield, secy. & treas. $1,000,000. 


KNIT PRODUCTS CORP., Belmont—Nov. 4, by A. C. Line- 
berger, R. L. Stowe, A. F. Dichtenmueller. A. C. Lineberger. pres.; 
S. H. McDoanald, vice-pres.; A. F. Dichtenmueller, secy. & treas. 
$108,000 common, $22,900 preferred. 20 knitting machines. 


AMERICAN COMBED YARN CORP., Bessemer City (Merger) 
—Jan. 11, Armstrong Cotton Mills, Dunn Manufacturing Co. By 
Robert Goldberg, Irene Goldberg, Frank Goldberg, Sadie Gold- 
berg. Frank Goldberg, pres.; C. C. Armstrong, vice-pres.; Robert 
Goldberg, secy. & treas. $57,000 preferred, $170,000 bonds. 18,912 
spindles. 


GASTONIA THREAD YARN MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 
8, by Robert Goldberg, Frank Goldberg, Irene Goldberg, Sadie 
Goldberg. Frank Goldberg, pres.; C. C. Armstrong, ViCe-pres.; 
Robert Goldberg, secy. & treas. $210,000 preferred, $80,000 bonds. 
18,176 spindles. 


KATTERMANN-MITCHELL CO., Stanley—April 28, by G. H. 
Hacker, Fred A. Kattermann, Arnold W. Kattermann, August 
Kattermann, Fred Mitchell. A. Kattermann, pres.; A. W. Katter- 
man, secy. & treas.; G. H. Hacker, gen. mgr. & supt. Parent Com- 
pany, Patterson, N. J., has capital of $3,000,000. 


BOYSELL CO., INC., Gastonia—Oct. 6, by E. E. Boyce, Mrs. 


Margaret T. Boyce, O. V. Russell. Sold (1935) to B. J. Bandy & 
Co. of Dalton, Ga. B. J. Bandy, pres.; Ths eaar’ teas 


1931 CAROLINE DYEING AND WINDING CO., INC., Mount 


Holly—May 25. E. F. James, pres.; B. Stevens, treas.; CLG, 
Sorenson, plant mgr. $150,000. 


PIEDMONT PROCESSING CO., Belmont—May 28, by B. E. 
Geer, M. V. Haselden, A. C. Lineberger, Jr., D. P. Stowe. BoE: 
Geer, présanfeC. Lineberger, Jr., vice-pres.; G. A. Cooper, secy. 
& treas.; W. H. Crenshaw, asst. secy. & treas. 7,14] shares no par 
common, $253,900 preferred, $142,700 prior preferred. 


PEERLESS SPINNING CO., Lowell—May 29, by S. S. Boyce, 
John M. Scott, J. H. McAden. J. M. Scott, pres.; W. L. Balthis, 
secy. & treas. $268,000. 6,000 spindles. 
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The County of Gaston 


UNITED SPINNERS, INC., Lowell (Merger)—May 29, Lowell 
Cotton Mills Nos. 1, 2 and 3. By S. N. Boyce, J. M. Scott, W. A. 
Julian, J. H. McKee. John M. ‘Scott, pres.;°S. IN.’ Boyce, vice- 
pres.; W. L. Balthis, secy. & treas. $341,300. 34,500 spindles. 


TEXTILES, INC., Gastonia (Merger)—June 1, by A. G. Myers, 
J. H. Separk, J. L. Gray, C. C. Armstrong, A. K. Winget, REG 
Rankin, S. N. Boyce. A. & Myers, pres.; J. H. Separk, Ist vice- 
pres.; J. L. Gray and C. C. Armstrong, vice-pres.; R. G. Rankin, 
secy. & treas.; A. K. Winget, asst. secy. & treas. These with S. N. 
Boyce were organization board of directors. Merger included 12 
plants in Gaston, | in Lincolnton, 1 in Charlotte, 1 in King’s 
Mountain. Corporation incl. Textiles-Inc. of South Carolina. 
$5,544,000 common, $695,000 preferred Class A, $2,186,000 pre- 


ferred Class B. Aggregate 221,000 spindles. 


1952 


1935 


1934 


SOUTH FORK MANUFACTURING CO., Belmont—Aug. 5, 
by S. P. Stowe, A. C. Lineberger, RL Stowe? ASC. Dineberger, 
pres.; K. R. Cannon, vice-pres.; D. P. Stowe, secy. & treas. $200,- 
000 preferred. 6,120 spindles, 130 looms. 


THREADS, INC., Gastonia—Aug. 7, by J. Gottlieb, David J. 
Johnston, Jr., Joseph Busch. J. Gottlieb, pres.; George B. Mason, 
vice-pres,; R. A. Bartlett, secy. & treas. $36,000. Dye, bleach, glaze, 
wind. 


LOLA MILLS, Stanley—June 3, by R. N. Aycock, John M. Scott, 
a. IX. Bucher. J. 4: Bangle, pres.; 0 bo (raig, vice-pres.; «Raf, 
Craig, treas. & gen. mgr.; H. M. Craig, secy. & asst. treas. $68,000. 
9,000 spindles, 130 looms. 


INSULATING YARNS, INC., Lowell—Sept. 24, by J. R. Hud- 
son, P. P. Murphy, S. N. Boyce. W. L. Balthis, pres.; C. M. Robin- 
son, secy. & treas. $5,000. 


GLOBE MILLS CO., Mount Holly—May 8, by W. L. Nicholson, 
Walter L. Nicholson, Jr., Lula S. Nicholson. L. S. Nicholson, 
pres.; C. S. Clegg, secy. & treas.; W. L. ROR supt. $75,000. 5,040 
spindles. 


GRAY’S SPECIALTY YARN CO., Gastonia—Feb. 24, by J. L. 
Gray, Mrs. Mayme S. Gray, W. C. Rustin. Mrs. Mayme S. Gray, 

es.y (W -CrRustin)' vice-pres.; JOE Gray; treasi; J.OL. ‘Gray, \fr., 
secy. $10,000. 


PIEDMONT MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 26, by Frank Gold- 
berg, Robert Goldberg, Max Goldberg. Frank Goldberg, pres.; 
Max Goldberg, vice-pres.; Robert Goldberg, secy. & treas. $150,- 
000 preferred, 500 shares common. 6,738 spindles. 
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FIRESTONE COTTON MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 1, by 
E. B. Denny, F. A. Whitesides, W. F. Allen. J. W. Thomas, pres.; 
J. M. McKelvie, vice-pres. & gen. mgr.; W. T. Lewis, treas. $1,000,- 
000. 117,904 spindles, 65 fabric looms, 611 automatic looms. 


Textile Mills Discontinued, Merged or Sold before 1936 


MOUNTAIN ISLAND MILL—Organized in 1846 by Henry | 
Humphreys and Thomas Randolph Tate, late 1846. Began opera- 
tions 1848. 3,000 spindles, 150 looms. 


WOODLAWN MILL—Planned about the time of Mountain 
Island Mill, by Caleb J. Lineberger, J. Laban Lineberger, John 
Lineberger, Lewis Lineberger, Jonas Hoffman, Moses H. Rhyne, 
John Clemmer. Began operation 1852. Also called Pinhook Mill. 


STOWE’S FACTORY—Planned by Larkin Stowe, Jasper Stowe, 
W. A. Stowe and Edward B. Stowe. Factory completed and opera- 
tion begun in 1853. 


SPENCER MOUNTAIN MILLS, Spencer Mountain—Built by 


J. Harvey Wilson and J. W. Moore. Several times sold, leased in 
1926 by Ranlo Manufacturing Co. 


WOODLAWN MANUFACTURING CO.—Aug. 7, by Caleb 
J. Lineberger, John M. Lineberger, Lewis Lineberger, Henry 
Setzer. Successor to old Woodlawn Mill. $40,000. Inc. 1920, in 
American Yarn and Processing Co., Mount Holly. 


SPRING SHOALS MANUFACTURING CO., McAdenville— 
Feb. 25, by R. W. McAden, B. F. McAden, John H. McAden, 
Jasper Stowe and associates. Name changed to McAden Mills, 
Feb’ 2771583. 


TUCKASEEGE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, Mount Hol- 
ly—Oct..4, by A, P. Rhyne, .D, E. Rhyne, T. A. Davis. $50,000. 
Sold, April, 1923, to Tuckaseege Spinning Co., merged, July 22, 
1929, with Superior Yarn Mills, Inc. 


HOOPER MANUFACTURING CO., Mountain Island—Dec. 3, 
by W. J. Hooper, Emily Hooper, W. T. Jordan. $250,000. Became 
Mountain Island Manufacturing Company of North Carolina, 
Jan. 19, 1886. Leased to Linen Thread Co., circa 1897. Sold to 
Catawba Manufacturing and Electric Power Co., and destroyed 
by flood of 1916. 


GASTONIA COTTON MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia— 
Dec. 17, by George A. Gray, J. D. Moore, R. C. G. Love, L. L. Jen- 
kins, T. W. Wilson, Robert H. Adams, J. H. Craig. $150,000. 
Ceased to operate about 1930. 
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HIGH SHOALS CoO., High Shoals—May 18, by D. A. Thomp- 
kins, Fred Oliver, R. M. Miller, Jr. $50,000. Bought by High 
Shoals Cotton Mills Co. March 29, 1920, merged with Manville- 
Jenckes, Inc., Oct., 1923, which firm sold it to Alfred Moore Inter- 
ests of Wellford, S. C., in 1935. 


SOUTHERN COTTON MILLS, Bessemer City—Dec. 10, by 
J. M. Odell, W. R. Odell, W. H. Branson, D. B. Coltrane. $125,- 
000. Became Slater Manufacturing Co., Feb. 8, 1909. Became 
Osage Manufacturing Co., Aug. 19, 1909. 


AVON MILLS, Gastonia—March 20, by George A. Gray, John F. 
Love, Thomas L. Craig, T. W. Wilson. $110,000. George A. Gray, 
pres.; John F. Love, secy. & treas.; Thomas L. Craig, vice-pres. 
Several times sold, eventually discontinued. 


GASTON MANUFACTURING CO., Cherryville—May 18, by 
J. M. Rhodes, D. P. Rhodes, David Mauney, J. J. George, H. S. 
Sellers, P. M. Houser, D. A. Rudisill, Lee Self, D. W. Adderholt, 
S. S. Mauney. $30,000. Discontinued, 1933. 


BESSEMER CITY COTTON MILLS, Bessemer City—Oct. 27, 
by*f7tA. Smith, J. A. Pinchback, J. T. Smith. $25,000. Sold to 
Gambrill & Melville Mills Co. of Delaware. 


ARLINGTON COTTON MILLS, Gastonia—Jan. 29, by G. W. 
Ragan, L. L. Jenkins, C. E. Adams, J. D. Moore, A. A. McLean. 
$130,000. Merged with Textiles, Inc., June 1, 1931. 


LOWELL COTTON MILLS, Lowell—Feb. 12, by S. M. Robin- 
son, Henry M. McAden, John C. Rankin, Robert R. Ray, Juak. 
Love. $75,000. Merged May 29, 1931, with United Spinners, Inc. 


LORAY MILLS, Gastonia—Feb. 19, by George A. Gray, John F. 
Love, Frost Torrence, Dr. J. M. Sloan, W. T. Rankin. $1,000,000. 
George A. Gray, pres.; John F. Love, secy. & treas. Bought by 
Manville-Jenckes, Inc., Nov. 3, 1924. Bought by Firestone inter- 
ests, April 1, 1935. 


VIVIAN COTTON MILLS, Cherryville—March 6, by S. S. 
Mauney, D. W. Adderholt, M. E. Rudisill. $20,000. Became 
Vivian Spinning Co., Feb. 17, 1921. 


WHETSTONE COTTON MILLS, Bessemer City—June 23, by 
S. J. Durham, J. H. Wilkins, L. W. Buck. $100,000. Failed,- 1925, 
sold and reorganized as Huss Manufacturing Co., then as McLean 
Manufacturing Co. 


GRAY MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia—Dec. 29, by George 
A. Gray, J. H. Separk, C. J. Huss. $175,000. Merged with Textiles, 
InesyJune-1,.d93 ks. 
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The County of Gaston 


1905 VERMONT MILLS, INC., Bessemer City—April 27, by S. J. 


1906 


Durham, D: A. Garrison, E. A. Tucker, J. H. Wilkins, H. N. Gar- 
rison. $100,000. Bought, 1925, by D. E. Rhyne and associates, then 
sold and reorganized as Akron Manufacturing Co. 


WOODLAWN MANUFACTURING CO., Mount Holly—Dec. 
22, by C. E. Hutchison, J. W. Holland, J. M. Springs, R. K. Day- 
enport. $150,000. 10,800 spindles. Merged with American Yarn 
& Processing Co. in 1920. | 


CLARA MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia—Dec. 28, by C. B. 
Armstrong, George A. Gray, C. M. Dunn, J. M. Sloan, S. S. Shu- 
ford. $200,000. Sold to Goldberg interests of Bessemer City, 
merged with Gastonia Thread Yarn Mills, Inc. 


MONARCH COTTON MILLS CO., Dallas—Feb. 14 by R. S. 
Lewis, J. R. Lewis, S. A. Wilkins, J. W. Summey, M. A. Carpen- 
ter. $125,000. Dissolved Feb. 14, 1933. 


CRESCENT MILLS, INC., Bessemer City—April 20, by C. A. 
Davis, C. E. Whitney, E. D. Bullard. $150,000. Mill was never 
built. 


MAYES MANUFACTURING CO., Mayworth (Cramerton)— 
May 11, by J. H. Mayes, L. A. Dodsworth, C. L. McLean, S. W. 
Cramer, W. H. Branson. $100,000. Name changed to Mays Mills, 
Inc., July 14, 1915, then to Cramerton Mills, Inc., Dec. 9, 1922. 


MELVILLE MANUFACTURING CO., Cherryville—June 18, 
by M. L. Rudisill, J. S. P. Carpenter, D. A. Rudisill, W. A. Mau- 
ney, J. S. Mauney, W. H. Houser and others. $125,000. Became 
Wildan Manufacturing Co., Jan. 2, 1925. 


PEERLESS MANUFACTURING CO., Lowell—July 5, by S. M. 
Robinson, John M. Scott, W. C. Wilkinson, J. A. Durham, W. F. 
Dowd, George E. Wilson, O. P. Heath. John C. Rankin, pres.; 
Coit Robinson, vice-pres.; S. M. Robinson, secy. & treas. $200,000. 
20,500 spindles. Became a unit of Peerless Spinning Co. 


HOLLAND MANUFACTURING CO., Gastonia—Aug. 13, by 
George A. Gray, T. M. Fayssoux, B. M. Holland, L. L. Jenkins, 
A. G. Mangum, G. E. Lord, C. B. Armstrong. George A. Gray, 
pres.; L. L. Jenkins, vice-pres.; B. M. Holland, secy. & treas. $125,- 
000. Became Piedmont Spinning Co., Nov. 10, 1916. Merged with 
American Combed Yarn Corporation. 


SMITH COTTON MILL CO., Bessemer City—Nov. 24, by J. A. 
Smith, J. A. Pinchback, William Jenkins, J. P. Chandler. $100,- 
000. Succeeded by Mascot Cotton Mills Co. 
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ANNA COTTON MILLS, INC., Bessemer City—March 20, by 
J. S. Mauney, F. Dilling, J. M. Williams, C. A. Dilling, D. M. 
Baker. $31,000. Became Mountain View Mills, Inc., Jan. 7, 1918, 
and moved to Gastonia. Merged with Osceola Corporation, 1928, 
then merged with Textiles, Inc. 


ALBION COTTON MILLS CO., Mount Holly—July 28, by 
A. Py Rhyne. Kh: Cannon, HA, Rhyne. No mill built. 


MOUNT HOLLY COTTON MILLS CO., Mount Holly—July 
28, by A. P. Rhyne, H. A. Rhyne and E. R. Cannon. $50,000. 


‘Became Alsace Manufacturing Co., March 29, 1920. 


SLATER MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—Feb. 8, by 
L. L. Jenkins, D. B. Coltrane, J. A. Long, George Stephens, Bur- 
ton Craig. Name changed to Osage Manufacturing Co., Aug. 
LIfot909: 


MASCOT COTTON MILLS CO., Bessemer City—Feb. 8, by 
RoC. Ormand;.G. W.- Faller, C. Ar Kiser-C.-G.- Clark, 4. TR: 
Dameron. $50,000. Sold, 1911, to incorporators of Sanders Spin- 
ning Co. 


HUSS MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—March 9, by 
Burch-Bailey & Co., R. F. Craig, A. A. McLean, Miss Mamie 
Huss, Tbe cukins,|: }: Ormand, C. J. Huss. $100,000. Became 
McLean Manufacturing Co., Dec. 11, 1919. 


AKRON MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—June 25, by 
J. H. Mayes, J. M. Miller, Jr., T. C. Guthrie. $150,000. Sold to 
organizers of Atlas Manufacturing Co., 1911. 


STANLEY MANUFACTURING CO., Stanley—March 16, by 


_A. P. Rhyne, H. A. Rhyne, William H. Summers. $100,000. Be- 


1911 


1912 


came Lola Manufacturing Co., April 10, 1918. Became Lola Mills, 
Inc., june 3, 1932. 


ATLAS MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—March 22, 
by C. J. Huss, J. J. Ormand, A. A. McLean. $100,000. Dissolved 
Dec. 19, 1919. 


SANDERS SPINNING CO., Bessemer City—Sept. 11, by J. W. - 
Sanders of Alabama, A. H. Bradley of Mississippi, J. W. Sanders 
of Bessemer City. $25,000. Sold to Gambrill & Melville Mulls Co. 
of Delaware, Oct. 1, 1914. 


DOROTHY MANUFACTURING CO., Dallas—March 11, by 
S. M. Robinson, J. C. Rankin, C. E. Mason. $250,000. Merged 
with United Spinners, Inc., May 29, 1931. 
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The County of Gaston 


ARMSTRONG COTTON MILLS, Gastonia—June 29, by C. B. 
Armstrong, A. K. Winget, A. G. Myers, W. H. Adams, R. G. Ran- 
kin, D. M. Jones & Co., J. White Ware, W. T. Rankin, C. C. 


' Armstrong, J. R. Rankin, and others. $200,000. On death of 


1916 


1917 


C. B. Armstrong, C. C. Armstrong became pres.; W. R. Arm- 
strong, vice-pres.; A. K. Winget, secy. & treas. Sold to Goldberg 
interests, merged with American Combed Yarn Corporation. 


ADRIAN MANUFACTURING CO., Mount Holly—Feb. 2, by 
C. E. Hutchison, 1: -C. Lowe, Paul H. Allen, J. H. Cutter. $300,- 
000. Merged with American Yarn & Processing Co. 


OSCEOLA MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 19, by W. T. Rankin, 
R. G. Rankin, A: E. Moore, J. Lee Robinson, S. N. Boyce, A. G. 
Myers, O. F. Mason. $200,000. Merged with Textiles, Inc. 


GROVES MILLS, INC. Gastonia—April 21, 1916, by L. F. 
Groves, H. H. Groves, L. L. Jenkins, J. R. Withers, W. C. With- 
ers. $300,000. Becames Groves Thread Co. June 22, 1931. 


SEMINOLE COTTON MILLIS, INC., Gastonia—May 3, by C. B. 
Armstrong, A. G. Myers, D. M. Jones & Co., A. K. Winget, W. H. 
Adams, T. A. Ratchford. $300,000. On death of C. B. Armstrong, 
C. C. Armstrong became pres.; W. R. Armstrong, vice-pres.; A. K. 
Winget, secy. & treas. Merged with Textiles, Inc., June 1, 1931. 


MUTUAL COTTON MILL CO., Gastonia—Nov. 3, by C. B. 
Armstrong, C. C. Armstrong, A. K. Winget, D. M. Jones. $200,- 
000. C. C. Armstrong, pres.; W. R. Armstrong, vice-pres.; A. K. 
Winget, treas. Merged with sex tlies ING. LUNG Pal Gu: 


PIEDMONT SPINNING MILLS CO., Gastonia—Nov. 10. 
Merged with American Combed Yarn Corporation. 


PINKNEY MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Dec. 8, by R. G. Rankin, 
S. IN: Boyce, We" Rankin, C. B. Armstrong, A. G. Myers, W. H. 
Adams. $250,000. Merged with Hanover Mills, Inc., Dec. 1, 1928. 


LLOYD COTTON MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Jan. 11, by Lueco 
Lloyd, F. L. Wilson, A. E Woltz. $150,000. Dissolved. 


~ STANDARD. KNITTING MILLS, INC., Gastonia—July 5, by 


G. R. Spencer, C. B. Armstrong, A. B. Cook, [- S6Pourencey J. W: 
Timberlake, J. L. Price. $100,000. Liquidated after several years’ 
operation. 


HANOVER THREAD MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Oct. 14, by W. 
T. Rankin, J. L. Bush, E. B. Brittain. $250,000. Became a unit of 
Hanover Mills, Inc., Dec. 1, 1928. 
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GASTON KNITTING MILLS, INC., Cherryville—Nov. 26, by 
A. B. Cook, N. B. Kendrick, M. L. Mauney, J. W. Kendrick. 
$100,000. Liquidated after a few years. 


MOUNTAIN VIEW MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Jan. 7. Merged 
into Osceola Mills, Inc., then with Textiles, Inc., June 1, 1931. 


MYR‘TLE MIELS, ING., Gastonia—Feb. 6, by.J. EH. Separk, J... 
Gray, C. M. Dunn, J. Lee Robinson. $500,000. Merged with Tex- 
tiles, Inc., June 1, 1931. 


LOLA MANUFACTURING CoO., Stanley—April 11, by John 
C. Rankin, S. M. Robinson, R. F. Craig. Became Lola Mills, Inc., 
June 3, 1932. 


AMERICAN PROCESSING CO., Mount Holly—June 10, by C. 
E. Hutchison, I. C. Lowe, C. I. Burkholder. $500,000. Merged 
with American Yarn & Processing Co., July 31, 1920. 


EUREKA HOSIERY MILLS, INC., Lowell—Sept. 7, by Frank 
Do. Pops? Lr Mabry, Coit M. Robinson, T. P. Rankin. $50,- 
000. Dissolved March 5, 1924. 


CATAWBA SPINNING CO., Mount Holly—Organized from 
Albion Manufacturing Co., Sept. 23, 1918. Dissolved Dec. 14, 
1918. 


ROBINSON SPINNING CO., Gastonia—Oct. 25, by John C. 
Rankin, S. M. Robinson, W. E. Gullick. $200,000. Dissolved. 


GLENN-McLEAN KNITTING MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Jan. 
23, by George G. Glenn, Robert C. McLean, Harry Rutter. $50,- 
000. Dissolved April 17, 1920. : 


RANKIN MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 10, by R. G. Rankin, 
Henry Rankin, A. G. Myers, C. B. Armstrong. Merged with Han- 
over Mills, Inc., Dec. 1, 1928. 


WINGET YARN MILLS CO., Gastonia—June 18, by C. B. Arm- 
strong, A. K. Winget, C. C. Armstrong. $500,000. Merged with 
Textiles, Inc., June 1, 1931. 


MYERS MILLS, INC., Gastonia—June 21, by A. G. Myers, Rog- 
ers W. Davis, W. T. Rankin. $500,000. Merged with Textiles, 
Ine., Jue 1731931. 


GLOBE YARN MILLS, INC., Mount Holly—Oct. 18, by J. W. 
Holland, R. F. Craig, 8. M. Robinson, John C. Rankin. $400,000. 
Reorganized as Globe Mills Co. 5,040 spindles. 


BRISON MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—Nov. 12, by 
R. Hope Brison, C. C. Cornwell, A. C. Jones. $200,000. Sold Aug., 
1921, to B. H. Parker and associates, and became Buffalo Mills, 
dnc. 
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The County of Gaston 


GEORGE COTTON MILLS, Bessemer City—Dec. 2, by John J. 
George, T. C. Summers, H. D. George. $10,000. Liquidated. 


ALSACE MANUFACTURING CO., Mount Holly—Dec. 20, by 
C. E. Hutchison, I. C. Lowe, A. L. Smith, from Mount Holly 
Cotton Mills Co. $250,000. Merged with American Yarn and 
Processing Co., July 31, 1920. 


MILDRED COTTON MILLS CO., Gastonia—Jan. 7, by C. B. 
Armstrong, C. C. Armstrong, A. K. Winget, J. R. Armstrong, 
W. L. Wetzell, R. W. Stowe, W. B. Riddey. Mill not built. Dis- 
solved April 14, 1923. 


ADAMS-SPENCER YARN MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Jan. 22, by 
George R. Spencer, W. H. Adams, A. G. Myers, D. M. Jones, A. C. 
Jones. $400,000. Dissolved Aug. 29, 1922. 


SHUFORD MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Jan. 26, by S. S. Shuford, 
A. J. Rankin, W. T. Rankin, C. B. Armstrong, A. G. Myers, Miss 
Lowry Shuford, C. C. Armstrong, Mrs. R. M. Reid. $500,000. Mill 
not built. Dissolved spring, 1920. 


PRISCILLA SPINNING CO., Gastonia—Feb. 12, by J. H. Mayes, 
C. D. Gray, W. M. Boyce, J: B- Boyd: J. ti..Mavyes, pres., C.D: 
Gray, vice-pres.; W. M. Boyce, secy. & treas. $1,500,000. 30,000 
spindles. Reorganized as Priscilla Mills, Inc., Nov. 12, 1929. 


HIGH SHOALS COTTON MILLS CO., High Shoals—Feb. 26, 
by C. B. Armstrong, A. G. Myers, A. Q. Kale, C. C. Armstrong, 
A. K. Winget. $1,500,000. Sold, 1923, to Manville-Jenckes Co. 
Sold, 1935, to Jackson Mills, Wellford, S. C. 


McLEAN MANUFACTURING CO., Bessemer City—March 1, 
by A. A. McLean, A. A. McLean, Jr., L. L. Jenkins, R. S$. McLean, 
from Huss Manufacturing Co. Sold to Goldberg interests and 
became American Cotton Mills No. 2, Inc. 


CHAMPION COTTON MILLS CO., Gastonia—March 16, by 
Cc. B. Armstrong, R. S. Lewis, E. A. Wilkins, J. F. Puett, L. M. 
Hoffman, Jr., S. C. Hendricks. $100,000. Did not operate under 
the charter name. | 

ARKRAY MILLS, INC., Gastonia—April 23, by J. H. Separk, 
Ju LagGraysof. Lee Robinson, F. D. Barkley, George A. Gray. 
$1,500,000. Merged, June 1, 1931, with Textiles, Inc. 


VIVIAN SPINNING CO., Cherryville—Feb. 17, by John J. 
George, P. M. George, P. L. George, C. A. Farris. $300,000. Be- 
came Nuway Spinning Co. 

BUFFALO MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Aug. 11, by A. G. Myers, 
J. White Ware, B. H. Parker. $150,000. Dissolved Nov. 21, 1932. 
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JOSEPHINE KNITTING MILLS, INC., Cherryville—Feb. 3, by 
D. P. Mauney, D. P. Mauney, Jr., S. S. Mauney, Lura P. Mauney. 
$100,000. Plant sold, 1927, and became Cherryville Knitting 
Mills. 


ART CLOTH MILLS, INC., Lowell—Aug. 2, by R. L. Stowe, 
E. T. Switzer, J. B. Reeves. $200,000. Became Judson Mills No. 3, 
then, April 11, 1927, National Weaving Co. 


LOLA GINGHAM MILLS, INC., Stanley—Oct. 4, by R. F. 
Craig, John C. Rankin, Fred Rhyne. $500,000. Became Katter- 
mann-Mitchell Co., April 28, 1930. 


PERDUE SPINNING CO., Gastonia—Jan. 22, by C. P. Perdue, 
C. E. Wilkins, R. G. Cherry. $100,000. Dissolved Jan. 5, 1926. 


SOUTHERN COTTON INDUSTRIES, INC., Bessemer City— 
Jan. 24, by Robert Goldberg, Frank Goldberg, Irene Goldberg. 
$100,600. Dissolved Sept. 16, 1925. 


MANVILLE-JENCKES CO., Gastonia—Nov. 3, by Edwin 
Jenckes, Joseph E. Jenckes, Stephen A. Jenckes, S. Eugene Wood, 
J. D. Carpenter, Frederick W. Gilmore. Sold, 1935, to Firestone 
interests of Akron. 


BELMONT FABRIC CO., Belmont—May 18, by A. C. Lineber- 
ger, H. A. Rhyne, D. E. Rhyne. $1,000,000. Dissolved Aug. 30, 
1932: 


TEXTILE LABORATORIES, INC., Gastonia—Sept. 18, by 
Caldwell Ragan, E. E. Groves, Allen H. Smis, Jr. $100,000. Dis- 
solved Feb. 15, 1927. 


AVON MILLS, INC.,, OW en 22, by S. M. Robinson, John 
C... Rankin, CG. M. opine $300, 000. Sold to Avon Bonded 
Warehouse Co. 


CHERRYVILLE KNITTING MILLS, Cherryville—Jan. 26, by 
W. K. Mauney, D. H. Mauney, M. M. Rudisill. $25,000. Dissolved 
and sold to outside interests. 


THIES DYEING & PROCESSING CO., Belmont—March 10, by 
Bik. Geer, C. Ms Geer, A. C. Lineberger, \Jr.°2,500.shares par 
value $100, 2,500 shares no par value. Dissolved July 23, 1932. 


JUDSON MILLS NO. 3, INC., Lowell—April 11. Became Na- 
tional Weaving Co., Oct. 24. 


PRISCILLA MILLS, INC., Gastonia—Nov. 14, 1929, by J. H. 
Separk, R. N. Aycock, C. D. Gray. 12;000 shares no par common, 
1,000 shares preferred. Merged with Textiles, Inc. 
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1931 HAMPTON TEXTILES, INC., Gastonia—June 19, by Thomas 
McConnell, R. B. King, J. H. Separk, J. L. Gray, A. G. Myers, 
A. K:: Winget, C..C. Armstrong, R. G. Rankin. $500,000. Dis- 
solved May 10, 1934. 


1933 ASSOCIATED HOSIERY MILLS, INC., Belmont—Dec. 27, by 
Charles T. Stowe, H. G. Roberts, A. A. Moore, W. B. Puett, 
Richmond Woolstein. $25,000. 
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APPENDIX G 


SPONSORS FOR PUBLICATION OF GASTON HISTORY 
The following, by their financial support, made possible the publica- 


tion of this history of Gaston County: 


Abernathy, Rosella 
Akers, John M. 
Alexander, L. G. 
Algodon Mfg. Co. 
Anderson, W. D. 
Atkins, J. W. 
Baker, Walter E. 
Barnett, Joe L. 
Boshamer, Cary C. 
Caldwell, Robt. P. 
Carpenter, Carl G. 
Carr, Mitchell 
Carter, James S. 
Cavin, Mrs. M. C. 
Cavin, W. M. 
Cope, R. F. 

OF 0 (ea AY 

Craig, Ray P. 
Craig, W. N. 
Dawson, C. C. 
Dellinger, E. Stewart 
LDICKSOtl. basal 
Dickson, Ralph A. 
Fite, William 
Froneberger, P. C. 
Gallagher, E. F. 


Gardner, Warren Y., Sr . 


Garland, Peter W. 
Gray, Chas. D. 
Gullick, J. A. 

Harr AW. 5. 

Hall, Frank P., Jr. 
Hall, Mrs. J. B. 

Hall, R. Dave 
Heafner, Mrs. Barbara 
Teck. bie 
Holland, W. F. 
Jenkins, George A. 
Jenkins, R. Bain 
Lewis, George E. 
Lineberger, J. Harold 


Lineberger, Joseph W. 
McArver, Roger E. 
Mason, George B. 
Massey, O. E. 
Matthews, Frank 
falehews, |) EL |r. 
Mercer, Harold 
Moore, Jack C. 
Myers, A. G., Sr. - 
Pearson; PlatogP 4tSr: 
Pinnix, R. H. 
Puett, Miss Corrine 
Pugh, Chas. H. 
Rankin, Frank B. 
Rankin, R:G:;; Sr. 
Ratchford, Fred A. 
Reading, Joe G. 
Rhyne, Allen M. 
Rhyne, Dane S. 
Rhyne, Miles H. 
Roberts, P. H. 
Robinson, Alfred S. 
Robinson, Coit M. 
Robinson, Ralph S. 
Robinson, W. Roy 
Robinson, W. T. 
Schneider, Leon I. 
Sims, Allen H. 
Stowe, Dalton 
Stroupe, Howell 
DEVETS,. j= Lb. 
Torrence, C. K. 
Trakas, George A. 
Wales, Mrs. M. B. 
Whitener, Basil L. 
Whitesides, Ed. W. 
Whitesides, M. V. 
Wren, J. Robert 
Young, Frank A. 
Zeigler, Chas. B. 
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Notes 


I. A NEW AND SEPARATE COUNTY 


1. The Laws of the State of North Carolina, Passed by General Assembly (here- 
inafter cited as N. C. Laws), 1846-7, include the text of the law creating Gaston 
County, pp. 73-80. 

2. Journal of the Senate and House of Commons of the General Assembly of the 
State of North Carolina (hereinafter cited as N. C. Senate Journal, or N. C. House 
Journal) 1846-7, pp. 338-9. 

3. Minnie Stowe Puett, History of Gaston County (hereinafter cited as Mrs. Puett), 

6 Wier 
: 4. Ibid., pp. 178-9. 

5. Ibid., pp. 180-1. 

6. These figures are approximations. See Seventh Census of the United States 
(hereinafter cited as U. S. Census, with number at beginning and date at end, thus: 
Seventh U.S. Census, 1850), 1850, p. 307, for official figures four years later. 

7. William L. Sherrill, Annals of Lincoln County (hereinafter cited as Sherrill), 

wg ate 
: 8. The Mauney house has been razed since 1846. 

SR EIGHTIES Magy a8 WB 

10. G. W. Caldwell’s brief biography is in John H. Wheeler, Historical Sketches 
of North Carolina from 1584 to 1851 (hereinafter cited as Wheeler), p. 267. 
Wheeler’s spelling (Greene) of Caldwell’s name is followed in this work. 

11. Mrs. Kay Dixon, Revolutionary Soldiers of Gaston County (hereinafter cited 
as Mrs. Dixon), pp. 47, 112, 86. . 

12. Mrs, Puett, p. 179; Joseph H. Separk, ed., Gastonia and Gaston County, North 
Carolina, 1846-1949 (hereinafter cited as Separk), p. 24. 

13. This anecdote was supplied by the late John J. Ormand of Bessemer City, 
with other useful information on the ironmaking activities of the Linebergers. 

14. Separk, pp. 159-60. See also Mrs. Puett, pp. 183-8, for a somewhat different 
account of early textile mills. 


Il. WEST OF THE CATAWBA 


1. This work is indebted to members of the staff of the North Carolina Room, 
Louis Rounds Wilson Library, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for guidance to a pro- 
fuse literature of the Catawba Indians. Mrs. Puett, pp. 11-23, briefly notices the 
Catawba nation in its relation to Gaston County history. 

2. John Lawson, Lawson’s History of North Carolina (ed. by Frances Latham 
Harris, 1939), pp. 40-1. 

3. Benson J. Lossing, Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, II, pp. 421-2, de- 
scribes Tuckaseege Ford and problems of crossing, including a line drawing of the 
ford as of 1851. 

4. Mrs. Pueit, p. 15. 

5. Hugh Talmage Lefller and Albert Ray Newsome, North Carolina: the History 
of a Southern State (hereinafter cited as Lefler and Newsome), p. 145. 

6. Mrs. Puett, pp. 26-37, notices various racial groups as pioneers along the 
Catawba. 

7. Elizabeth Hoyle Rucker, The Genealogy of Pieter Heyl and His Descendants 
(hereinafter cited as Hey! Genealogy), p. 31. 

8. Mrs. Puett, pp. 41-76, summarizes the arrival and settlement of early comers. 
Dates of arrival, as established by Mrs. Puett and others, sometimes are earlier than 
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dates of official land grants as listed in W. L. Saunders, ed., Colonial Records of 
North Carolina (hereinafter cited as Colonial Records), passim, 

9. Mrs. Puett, pp. 75-85; Separk, pp. 77-8. 

10. Walter Clark, ed., State Records of North Carolina (hercinafter cited as State 
Records), XXII, pp. 281-2. The muster roll has many misspellings. 

11. Coburn’s deed is in Colonial Records, IV, p. 947. 

12. Heyl Genealogy, pp. 32, 37. ; 

13. These deeds are listed in Colonial Records, IV and V, passim, 

14. Lefler and Newsome, pp. 150-1. 

15. Reported in Colonial Records, V, pp. 141 ff, spelling the chief's name “Haglar.” 
In other accounts it is sometimes spelled Hagler or Haigler. 

16. Colonial Records, V, passim. 

17. Mrs. Puett, pp. 57-8; Mrs. Dixon, p. 91-A, citing McLean genealogy in Gaston 
County Public Library. 

18. Heyl Genealogy, pp. 36, 38. 

19, Mrs, Puett, pp. 87-90; Separk, pp. 32-4; J. L. Morgan, History of the Lutheran 
Church in North Carolina, p. 266. 

20. Mrs. Puett, pp. 70-1. 

21. 1 bidiepp 64-5. 

22. Clarence Griffin, Revolutionary Services of Colonel John Walker and Family 
and Memoirs of Hon. Felix Walker, p. 12. 

23. Leonidas C. Glenn, The Genealogy of the John Wilson Family of Gaston 
County, North Carolina (hereinafter cited as Wilson Genealogy), p. 2. 

24. See map of Catawba County, from map of 1789 by Major Joseph Graham 
(hereinafter cited as Graham’s Map), frontispiece of J. B. Alexander, History of 
Mecklenburg County. 

25. Lefler and Newsome, pp. 165-6. 

26. D. L. Corbitt, Formation of North Carolina Counties, 1663-1943 (hereinafter 
cited as Corbitt), pp. 203-6. 


lil. OUR DUTY TO DEFEND 


l. Drs. Puett, p..05. 

2. Samuel Huntington Hobbs, Gaston County, North Carolina: Economic and 
Social (hereinafter cited as Hobbs), p. 5. 

nos : 

: 3. Information contributed by the late John J. Ormand, who saw ironwork from 
the Sloan furnace dated 1788 and heard that arms were produced there during the 
Revolutionary War. 

4, Beginning of Fulenwider’s Iron Works has generally been dated circa 1804, 
but Graham’s Map indicates its position at High Shoals in 1787, in which year, 
according to the Washington Post, June 16, 1901, a handsome rifle was made there 
and presented to George Washington. 

5. Separk, p. 35. 

6. Information on schools in the region’s colonial era is sketchy. Robert F. Cope’s 
typescript article on Gaston County’s early schools assembles most of it. For Blythe 
as an early teacher, see Mrs, Puett, p. 122. 

7. Graham’s Map indicates fords, roads, and names of estates. 

8. Tryon County’s militia in the War of the Regulation is mentioned in Colonial - 
Records, VIII, pp. 593, 594, 601, 607, and the volunteers for the Cherokee campaign 
are listed in State Records, XXII, p. 429. 

9. Ibid., XXIV, pp. 137-9. 

10. Mrs. Puett, p. 101. 

11. Colonial Records, X, pp. 88-9. 

12. Ibid., pp. 166ff. 

13. Ibid., pp. 171-3. 

14. Mrs. Puett, p. 110. 

15. J. B. Alexander, History of Mecklenburg County, p. 100. 

16. Mrs. Puett, pp. 110, 113. 
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17. Ibid., pp. 128, 153, 161, 123. 

18. Ibid., pp. 123, 152, 146. 

19. Corbitt, pp. 137-8; Sherrill, pp. 29-30. 

20. State Records, XIV, pp. 261-2. 

21. Mrs. Puett, p. 53. 

22. Wheeler, p. 151; see also Gaston County Historical Society Historical Bulletin 
(hereinafter cited as Hist. Bulletin), Jan., 1955, p. 1. 

23. Mrs. Dixon, p. 91B. 

Bi uMrsiybacetiv.p.0130. 

25. Ibid., pp. 110, 153, 159, 161. 

26. Ibid., p. 162. 

27. Lefler and Newsome, pp. 229-30. 

28. Ibid., p. 230. 


IV. THE SOUTH FORK BOYS 


1. See narrative of Joseph Graham, in Wheeler, p. 230. 

2. Ibid., pp. 230-2. Sherrill, pp. 36-40, adds some details. 

3. Settlement of the Hessians in Lincoln County is established by the painstaking 
research of Robert F. Cope. Some present-day families are said to trace to these 
Hessians, but accurate genealogical information is hard to secure. 

4. Lefier and Newsome, pp. 232-5. 

5. Robert Henry, Narrative of the Battle of Cowan’s Ford, including a memoir by 
David Vance, Narrative of the Battle of Kings Mountain, with some personal remi- 
niscences of King’s Mountain by Henry (hereinafter cited as Henry), pp. 16-21. 

6. Mrs. Dixon includes all possible information to be found on Gaston County’s 
Revolutionary soldiers, and presents evidence to show that the nineteen here named, 
including Chronicle, were in the South Fork company. The number of twenty, as 
mentioned by Vance in Henry, p. 21, and often cited in other works, may have been 
an arbitrary round number. Isaac Holland may have been the twentieth. See Miles 
Hoffman, Our Kin, p. 521. 

7. Lyman C. Draper, King’s Mountain and Its Heroes (hereinafter cited as 
Draper), pp. 186-90, listing all available sources. 

8. Mrs. Pueti, p. 136. 

9. Vance in Henry, p. 21. 

10. Map in Draper, facing p. 236. 

11. Ibid., pp. 217-18. 

12. Vance in Henry, pp. 22-3. This account, and others deriving from it, call the 
signal song Barney Linn, and folklorists have been baffled in a search for it; but it is 
sung today in the mountains of North Carolina as Barney O’Linn. Several collections 
of folk songs include it as Bryan O’Linn. 

13. Draper, p. 230. 

14. Vance in Henry, pp. 23-4, chastely substituting dashes for the profanity. 

I5. [bid., p25. 

16. Henry’s account in ibid., pp. 34-6. 

17. Draper, p.. 273, . 

18. Reports on casualties differ. Figures here are from Lefler and Newsome, p. 234. 

19. Mrs. Dixon, passim. 

20. Henry in Henry, pp. 36-7. 

2h edMrs.:Puett, p 1350. 

22. Lefler and Newsome, p. 235. 

23. See Henry’s vivid account in Henry, pp. 6-14. 

24. Mrs. Puett, p. 162; Mrs. Dixon, p. 47. 


V. PUBLIC AND PERSONAL MATTERS 


1. Sherrill, pp. 34, 504. 
2. Ibid., p. 504; Mrs. Dixon, p. 82. 
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3. Sherrill, p. 504. 

4. Ibid., pp. 499, 500. 

5. Ibid., pp. 35, 501; Wilson Genealogy, pp. 6-7, a vivid account. 

6. State Records, XXIV, p. 472. 

7 RLdid AIX, “pe 179. 

8. Ibid., XXIV, p. 778. 

9. Ibid. 

10. Sherrill, p. 54. 

li. Mrs.sPuett) poi24, 

ISM bids. pH140: 

13. Hist. Bulletin, Jan:,,1955, p. 1. 

14. Robert F. Cope’s typescript article, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston County, 
citing the late John J. Ormand of Bessemer City and Graham’s Map. 

L5.eSherrtl;p.155. 

16. State Records, XVII, p. 697. 

17. Sherrill, pp. 55, 500-1,- 504. 

18. Mrs. Puett, p. 153. 

19. Sherrill, pp. 57, 90. 

20. State Records, XXVI, includes all heads of families in the First U. S. Census 
(1790), pp. 691-719. | 

21. Sherrill, p. 504. 

22. Ibid., pp. 499, 500. 

23. These various marriages are noticed in Mrs. Puett, pp. 125, 134, 143, 152, 153. 

24, Sherrill, p. 112; Mrs. Dixon, p. 104. 

25. Sherrill, p. 502. ; 

26. Wilma Ratchford Craig in Hist. Bulletin, Jan., 1960, p. 2. Some members of 
old Gaston County families question whether this custom began so early. Several 
folklorists compare the New Year’s “shooting” to old German usages. 

27. Francis Asbury, Journal (ed. of 1821), II, p. 220. 

28. Mrs. Pueit, pp. 140, 150. 

29. Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1954, pp. 3-4. 

30. Sherrill, p. 60. 

31. Mrs. Puett, pp. 140-1. 

$2, Lid, Parl. 

33. Ibid., pp. 73-4; Separk, p. 33. 

34. Second U. S. Census (1800), p. 22. 

35. Chalmers G. Davidson in Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1958, pp. 1, 3. 

36. Sherrill, p. 92 

37. Mrs. Puett, pp. 136, 156, 158. 

38. Sherrill, p. 69. 

39. Third U.S. Census (1810), p. 76. 

40. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston County; Sherrill, p. 65. 

41. Ibid., pp. 77-80. 


VI. CULTURE AND INDUSTRY 


1. Sherrill, pp. 80-1. 

2. Typescript of McLean’s address, given by the late Robert H. Adams to Robert 
F. Cope. It is incomplete. Sherrill, p. 81, mistakenly dates the event October 7, 1815. 

3. Mrs. Dixon, passim, 

4. Sherrill, p. 178; Wheeler, p. 268. 

5. Sherrill, pp. 81-2, 83. 

6. Ibid., p. 162. A tradition that Larkin Stowe taught school in the South Point 
region is mentioned in an article by Joe R. Nixon, Gastonia Gazette, April 20, 1923. 
It dates Stowe’s teaching in 1808, before the Stowes arrived in the region. This may 
be a misprint. 

TeSherrill; p. 237; 

8. Ibid., pp. 86, 87-8, 91. 
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9. Ibid., p. 505. 

10. Ibid., pp. 499, 500. 

ll. Wilson Genealogy, pp. 11-12, with much interesting detail. 

12. Sherrill, pp. 92-3. 

1S.bid., ip. 97. 

14. Elisha Mitchell's Journal, in James Sprunt Historical Monograph, VI, pp. 67-8. 

15. Mrs. Puett, pp. 125-7. 

16. Wilson Genealogy, p.ikd: 

17. Mrs. Puett, p. 189. 

18, Ibid., pp. 162-3; Mrs. Dixon, p. 47. 

19. Wilson Genealogy, p. 13. 

20. Sherrill, p. 179. 

21. Ibtd., pp. 106-7; Wilson Genealogy, p. 11. 

22. Sherrill, pp- 107, 501, 505. 

23. Ibid., p. 110. 

24: Ibid., p-179,. 

aoribids. p.xbi. 

20: Robert ¥. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston County. 

27. Wilson Genealogy, p. 13. 

28. Mrs. Puett, pp. 71-2. 

29, Sixth U.S. Census (1840), Compendium, pp. 42-3, 177-89; Statistics, pp. 242-3. 

30. Charles L. Preslar, Jr., ed., A History of Catawba County, North See 
pp. 225-31, with much colorful detail. 

31. Robert F. Cope, typescript article, Organization of Gaston County. 

32. Sherrill, p. 506. 

33. Ibid., pp. 127-8. 


VII. COURTHOUSE, FACTORIES, AND A THREAT 


I. Mrs. Puett, pp. 189-90. 

2. Separk, pp. 159-60, 179-80, is the authority here followed for the order in which 
the three first textile mills of the region were planned and founded. Mrs. Puett, pp. 
183-7, puts the Woodlawn Mill of the Linebergers first, with building begun in 1845; 
but A. C. Lineberger, son of the founder of the Woodlawn enterprise ‘and himself 
a prominent textile man, wrote to Robert F. Cope, June 22, 1932: “The Mountain 
Island mill built by the Tates was the first mill built in Gaston County.” He was 
not certain about the positions of the other two, in point of time of founding and 
building. 

SaWheTiill, D. 149; VERCeler, Dy 20s, 

4. These various officers are in Sherrill, pp. 499, 500, 501, 506. 

5. N. C. House Journal, 1846-7, pp. 200, 315, 328, 338; N. C. Senate Journal, 
1846-7, pp. 84, 121. Text of the act is in N. C. Laws, 1846-7, pp. 73-80. 

Gl eerie? 0.200: 

7. Sherrill, p. 114, lists these volunteers, with some details. 

8. Gastonia Gazette, Oct. 1, 1907. 

9. Dalton Stowe in Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1954, p. 2. 

10. Separk, p. 25. 

ll. 2bd., -p. F539. P. H. Roberts in Hist, Bulletin, Sul 1955;°p.)3; 

12. Mrs. ‘Puett, pp. 183-4; Separk, pp. 159-60. 

13. Mrs. Puett, p. 185; Separk, p. 160. 

14. Mrs. Puett, p. 162; Mrs. Dixon, p. 112. 

15. Seventh U.S. Census (1850), Statistics & Population, pp. 298-330, includes sum- 
mary of this information. 

16. J. Milton Craig in Hist. Bulletin, Jan.-Feb.-March, 1957, pp. 1-2. 

17. Robert F. Cope, typescript, Early Textile Mills in Gaston. 

18. Separk, p. 16. 

19. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 

20. Wilson Genealogy, p. 13. 
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21. See Appendix C, infra. 

22. Separk. pp. 159-60. 

23. Mrs. Puett, p. 185; Robert F. Cope, Early Textile Mills in Gaston. 
24. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 

25. Sherrill, p. 159. 

26. Wilson Genealogy, pp. 10, 14. 


VIII. THE COMING OF WAR 


. Robert F. Cope, typescript article, Gaston County Railroads; Sherrill, p. 159. 
. Mrs, Fred Rhyne in Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1955, pp. I, 3. 

. Sherrill, p. 162. 

. MrsePuet inp e185: 

. See Appendix D, infra. 

North Carolina Manual (1913), p. 985. 

. See Appendix D, infra. 

. Robert F. Cope, Gaston County Railroads. 

. Sherrill, pp. 161-2. 

10. Zbid., p. 162. 

ll. Eighth United States Census (1860), Population, pp. 348-361. 

12. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 

13. Robert F. Cope, typescript article, Gaston County in the Civil War. 

14. Robert Lee Stowe, Early History of Belmont and Gaston County (hereinafter 
cited as Stowe), pp. 10-12, 31. 

15. Sherrill, p. 168. 

16. North Carolina Manual (1913), p. 985. 

17. See Appendix D, infra. 

18. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 880, 1013. 

19. Walter Clark, ed., Histories of the Several Regiments and Battalions from 
North Carolina, in the Great War 1861-’65 (hereinafter cited as N. C. Regis.), I, p. 
751; Mrs. Puett, pp. 201-2; Appendix D. 

20. Diary in possession of Jacob Froneberger’s descendants. Quotations here and 
infra from typescript by Robert F. Cope. 

21 2G. Rents gol, p: 752. 

22. Ibid., Il, p. 186; Appendix D. For relationship of Faires and Wilsons, see 
Wilson Genealogy, p. 21. 

23. See Appendix D, infra. 

AAaN eC Regisg lV, p. 167. 

25. See Appendix D, infra. 

26. N. C. Regts., Il, p. 653; Morris Wilson in Hist. Bulletin, April-May-June, 1957, 

#2. . 

Po. Letter in full is in ibid., Oct., 1958, p. 2. 

28. See Appendix D, infra. 

29. Quoted in Robert F. Cope, Gaston County in the Civil War. 

30. These casualties in various battles are from Appendix D, infra. 
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IX. VICTORY AND DEFEAT 


. Estimates supplied by James W. Atkins, publisher of the Gastonia Gazette. 
. For casualties, see Appendix D, infra. 
Mrs. Puett, p. 202. 
. See Appendix D, infra. 
. Morris Wilson in Hist. Bulletin, April-May-June, 1957, p. 2. 
. Mrs. Puett, pp. 186, 188. 
. R. D. W. Conner, History of North Carolina (hereinafter cited as Conner), VI, 
pp. 257-8. 
8. Mrs. Puett, pp. 184, 188. 
9. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 
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10. These enlistments are noticed in Appendix D, infra. 

i. Morris Wilson in Hist, Bulletin, April-May-June, 1957, p. 2. 

12. Mrs. Puett, p. 202. 

13. Casualties at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, as noticed in Appendix D, 
infra., probably are not a complete listing. 

14. Mrs. Puett, p. 204. 

15. Ibid., pp. 199-200. 

16. Enlistments noticed in Appendix D, infra. 

17. Separk, p. 20; Mrs. Fred Rhyne in Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1955, p. 1. 

18. Mrs. Puett, p. 198. No muster roll of this company can be found. 

Loe Tide p..202. 

20. Ibid., p. 200. 

21. Mrs. Evon Houser and Rudd Friday, history of Dallas in Gaston Centennial 
Souvenir Program (hereinafter cited as Cent. Program), p. 113. 

22 0iN ECs Regts. WV jipiti3i. 

23. Mrs. Puett, p. 200. This flag was presented to the North Carolina Hall of His- 
tory in 1919. 

24. See War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies, Series I, XLIX, pt. 1, p. 345, for the report of General George H. Thomas 
concerning the presence of Palmer’s command at Lincolnton on April 19, together 
with ordexs to Palmer “to scout down the Catawba River toward Charlotte.” In 
Sherrill, pp. 181-2, Palmer is mistakenly identified as General John C. Palmer, later 
the candidate of the “Sound Money Democrats” for president in 1896. 

25. State Grants Ledger, 1845—, between pp. 103 and 105, in the office of the 
Gaston County Register of Deeds, Gastonia. 


X. RECONSTRUCTION’S WOES 


1. Jacob Froneberger’s Diary. 

2. Robert F. Cope, Gaston County in the Civil War. 

3. Dalton Stowe in Hist, Bulletin, Oct., 1954. p. 2. 

4. Mrs. Evan Houser and Rudd Friday, Dallas town history in Cent. Program, 

og OG 
3 5. Stowe, p. 43. 

G.*1bid., pp. 117"4l. 

7. See Appendix B, infra. 

8. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 800, 1013. 

9. 1bid. xp. 999: 

10. Sherrill, p. 244. ‘ 

11. From a list in a newspaper clipping, publication unidentified, in clipping 
files of North Carolina Room, Louis Rounds Wilson Library, University of North 
Carolina. 

12. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 880, 1016. 

13. See Appendix C, infra. 

14. These various events and persons are circumstantially described in the testi- 
mony of David Schenck in Testimony Taken by the Select Committee to Inquire 
Into the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States (1872), pp. 362ff. 

15. See Appendic C, infra. 

16. See Appendix B, infra. 


XI. BACK IN BUSINESS 


1. Mrs. Puett, p. 184; Separk, p. 160. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Though Mrs. Puett says, p. 188, that the Mountain Island mill “closed down 
at the surrender,” numerous memoirs show that it remained in some sort of activity 
during Reconstruction. 

4. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 
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5. Levi Branson, Branson’s North Carolina Business Directory (hereinafter cited 
as Branson’s Directory) (1869), p. 64, and (1872), p. 100. 

6. Mrs. Puett, p. 187. 

7. Ibid., p. 204; Morris Wilson in Hist. Bulletin, April-May-June, 1957, p. 2. 

8. Branson’s Directory (1872), pp. 99-101. 

9. Gastonia Gazette, Sept. 19, 1884. 

10. Robert F. Cope, typescript article, Education in Gaston County; Separk, p. 62; 
Stowe, p. 24. 

ll. Separk, pp. 11-12. 

12. Ninth United States Census (1870), Population and Social Statistics, pp. 52-4, 
oes 

13. North Carolina: A Guide to Capitalists and Emigrants (1869), p. 26. This is 
a work published by the North Carolina Land Company, with assistance from state 
officials. 

14, Lottie Fite Hall, in Hist. Bulletin, Oct., 1958, p. 2; Mrs. Paul Neal in Cent. 
Program, p. 94; Stowe, p. 16. 

15. Separk, p. 195, clarifying a long-believed tale that Dallas citizens actively 
opposed the coming of the railroad. 

16. Robert F. Cope, Gaston County Railroads, citing Turnage’s newspaper 
account. 

17. Separk, p. 16. 

18. Gastonia Gazette, Seventy-fifth Anniversary Edition, Feb. 1, 1955. Several 
other accounts erroneously date the fire in 1868. 

19. Mrs. Evon Houser and Rudd Friday in Cent Program, p. 114. 

20. Mrs. Puett, pp. 191-2. Rev. Dr. J. J. O'Connell, Catholicity in the Carolinas 
and Georgia, includes, pp. 478-82, description of the grounds and the work of 
building, and characterizes the founders of the retreat and chapel. 

21. Branson’s Directory (1877-8), p. 123. 

22. For county officers and Legislators, see Appendices B and C, infra. For 1876 
vote, see North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 987, 1001. 

23. Separk, pp. 4-5. 

24. Branson’s Directory (1877-8), p. 124. 

25. Separk, pp. 35-6. 

26. Ibid., p. 62. 

27. Branson’s Directory (1877-8), pp. 123-5. 

28. Robert F. Cope, Pioneer Iron Making in Gaston. 

29. Separk, p. 161. : 


XII. THE MILLS AND THE STILLS 


. Tenth United States Census (1880), Population, p. 46. 

1bid,,.p- 232. 

Cent: Program, p.125. 

Tenth United States Census (1880), Manufactures, p. 318. 

. See Appendices B and C, infra. . 

. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 987, 1003. 

. William L. Sherrill in Gastonia Gazette, Nov. 16, 1883. 

. A comprehensive firm history (hereinafter cited as Gazette History) is in the 
Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

9. Speech of Stonewall Jackson Durham, July 1915, at annual convention of the 
Anti-Saloon League (hereinafter cited as S. J. Durham Speech), in Hist. Bulletin, 
April, 1956, p. 3. 

10. Gazette History in Gastonia Gazette. Feb. 21, 1955. 

11. Separk, pp. 27-8, 61; Ia Poole in Cent. Program, p. 123. 

12. Separk, pp. 161-2. 

13. Gazette History in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

14. Branson’s Directory (1884), p. 318. 

15. Separk, p. 97. 
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16, Branson’s Directory (1884), pp. 316-21. 

17. See Appendices B and C, infra. 

18. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 987, 1003. 

19. Gazetie History in Gastonia Gazette, Feb, 21, 1955. 

20. Blonnie Pittman, history of Dallas in ibid., Oct. 17, 1950. 

21, Branson’s Directory (1884), p. 320, lists the mines. For details on the workings 
of the Catawba River mines, see Stowe, pp. 23-4. 

22. Separk, p. 162. 


23. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 3. A list of operators 


of distilleries is in Branson’s Directory (1884), p. 318. 


XIN. MORE SHAKEUPS THAN ONE 


1, Stowe, pp. 30-1, and Sherrill, pp. 246-7, both give vivid personal impressions of 
the earthquake. 

2. Gaston County’s Educational Heritage, published in 1957 by the Gaston County 
unit of the North Carolina Education Association, p. 36. 
. Separk, p. 124. 
. Ibid., pp. 162-3, 180-1, Gray’s dramatic biography is in Connor, VI, pp. 257ff. 
. Hobbs, p. 9. 
. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 3. 
. Gazette History in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 
. Separk, p. 59. 
. Edwin Hutchison in Cent. Program, pp. 103-4; Separk, p. 12. 

10. Claud B. Woltz in Hist. Bulletin, Jan., 1956, p. 1; Mary Ormand in Cent. 
Program, pp. 107-8. . 

ll. Separk, p. 163. 

12. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 3. 

13. Separk, p. 163. 

14. Eleventh United States Census (1890), Manufacturing, p. 543. 

15. [bid., Population, p. 299. 

16. Separk, pp. 124-5. 

17. Branson’s Directory (1890), pp. 301-4. 

18. Separk, pp. 59-60. 

19. Branson’s Directory (1890), p. 304. 

20. See Appendices B and C, infra. 

21. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, pp. 3-4. 

22. Separk, p. 151. 

23. N.C. House Journal (1891), pp. 289, 493-4; N. C. Senate Journal (1891), p. 565. 

24. Separk, p. 164. | 
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XIV. THE ’NINETIES 


. Separk, p. 97. 
. Robert F. Cope, typescript article, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 
. Ibid., typescript article, Robert Gregg Cherry. 
. S.J. Durham Speech in Hist, Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 
. See Appendices B and C, infra. 
. Mary Ormand in Cent. Program, pp. 107-8; Claude B. Woltz in Hist Bulletin, 
Jan., 1956, pp. 1, 3; Separk, p. 14. 
7. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 
8. Ibid. 
9. Separk, pp. 164-5. 
10. Ibid., p. 97. 
ll. Ibid., p. 124. 
12. Ibid., pp. 134-5. 
13. Del Lazenby in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955; Branson’s Directory (1896), 
pp. 287, 288. 
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14. Hist. Bulletin, April-May-June, 1957, p. 1. 


15 
16 
17 
18 


. Separk, pp. 165-6. 

. Branson’s Directory (1896), pp. 284-8. 

. Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

. Many present-day Gastonites remember Fayssoux and his bewildering feats. 


Professional magicians have declined to explain them. 
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Separk, p. 63. 

Del] Lazenby in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955, quoting from earlier issue. 
Branson’s Directory (1896), pp. 284-5, 288. ; 

N. C. House Journal, pp. 668, 1017-18. 

Gastonia Gazette, Oct. 17, 1940. 

Roster of the North Carolina Volunteers in the Spanish American War, pub- 


lished in 1900 by the State Adjutant General’s Office, lists these volunteers by regi- 


ment and company, passim. Lyle Edwards tells, in Gastonia Gazeite, Oct. 17, 1950, 
details of some careers. 


pad 
26. 
ai. 
28. 
. See Appendix B, infra. 

. North Carolina Manual (1913), pp. 989, 1005, 1016. 

. Gazette History in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

. Del Lazenby in ibid. 

. Stowe, pp. 49-50. 

. Twelfth United States Census (1900), Population, p. 289; Manufacturing, pp. 
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Separk, p. 199. 

Ibid pr ist. 

S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 
Separk, pp. 166-7. 


XV. MANY CHANGES 


« Stowe, p. 47. 

. Ibid., pp. 18-19; Separk, p. 152. 

. Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 

. Separk, pp. 66-7. 

. Gazette History in Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 


S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 


. See Appendix C, infra. 
. N.C. House Journal (1903), p. 869. 


Ibid., p. 515. 


. Ibid., p. 876; N. C. Senate Journal (1903), p. 786. 

. N.C. House Journal (1903), p. 638; N.C. Senate Journal (1903), p. 483. 
. Charlotte Observer, April 24, 1903. 

. Separk, p. 152. 

. S.J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 

. Gastonia Gazette, April 21, 1955. 

. Gaston County’s Educational Heritage, p. 15. 


Robin Hood, typescript The Loray Mill Strike (hereinafter cited as Hood), 


pp. 11-12. This work, a thesis completed in part fulfillment of requirements for a 
graduate degree from the University of North Carolina, is the most comprehensive 
and dispassionate study of its subject to come to hand. 


18. 
19. 
20. 
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72 
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Separk, pp. 190-1. 

Ibid., p. 86. 

Ibid., p, 71. 

Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 

Names are in Appendix E, infra. 

Cent. Program, p. 115; Separk, p. 17, quoting the industrialist on the site. 
Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

Gazette History in tbid. 
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26. S. J. Durham Speech in Hist. Bulletin, April, 1956, p. 4. 
27. Charlotte Observer, Aug. 6, 1909. 


XVI. LIFE’S ROAD AND TRESTLE 


1. Liston Pope, Mill Hands and Preachers (hereinafter cited as Pope), pp. 52ff 
including tables drawn up from the 1910 census reports. 

2. Separk, p. 5. 

3. Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. 

4. W. Edward Hearn, Soil Survey of Gaston County, North Carolina, passim. A 
splendid contemporary map is included. . 

5. Separk, p. 86. 

627 bid pope 171. 

7. Charlotte Observer, Jan. 1, 1911 

8. These moves and changes of county officials are recorded in North Carolina 
Year Book (1910), p. 216, and ibid., (1911), p. 212. 

9. Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 

10. Separk, pp. 97-8. 

11. Charlotte Observer, Jan. 5, 1911. 

12. Separk, p. 171. 

13. Ibid., pp. 193-4. 

14. [bid., p. 67. 

15. Ibid., pp. 84-5, 86. 

16. Hood, p. 14. 

17. Connor, VI, pp. 258-9. 

18. Stowe, preface, pp. 6-7. 

19. Separk, p. 199, in a spirit of grieved protest. 

20. Ibid., pp. 171-2. 

21. Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 

22. See Stowe, pp. 29-30; and Robert F. Cope, typescript The Catawba Flood, 
which includes the song, attributed to E. L. Fant, which may be a pseudonym. A 
version was sung in the North Carolina mountains as recently as the spring of 1960. 
An account of the Indian remains revealed by the flood is in Mrs. Puett, pp. 21-2. 

23. Separk, p. 86; Mrs. Puett, pp. 44, 93, 95-6, noticing historical sites inundated. 

24. Robert F. Cope, typescript, Gaston County in World War I. 

25. Information supplied by Mrs. Montford Bacon Wales. 

26. Robert F. Cope, Gaston County in World War I, citing Hugh Query. 

27. Samuel Huntington Hobbs, Gaston County, North Carolina, Economic and 
Social (hereinafter cited as Hobbs), passim, ; 


, 


XVII. STRIKE 


. Tables based on 1920 census reports, in Pope, pp. 52-3. 
. Hood, p. 14; Gastonia Gazette, Aug. 7, 1921. 
. Separk, pp. 99ff. 
. Robert F. Cope, Robert Gregg Cherry. 
N.C. Manual (1921), p. 464. 
. Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 
. Separk, p. 86. 
. Hood, pp. 14-15. 
. Separk, p. 167. 
10. Pope, pp. 226-7. 
ll. Hobbs, pp. 22-3. 
12. Pope, p. 226. 
13. 1bid. 
14. Gastonia Gazette, Feb. 21, 1955. In 1960, the population of Dellview was 
reduced to four. 
15. Pope, pp. 189-91. 
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16. Hood, pp. 24-30; Pope, 229-36. Both accounts are dispassionate. 

17. Beal tells his own self-romanticized adventures in Proletarian Journey (itére- 
inafter cited as Beal), but is. vague about the Communist Party’s motivation for 
causing trouble in Gaston. Plans are set forth in Hood, pp. 31-3, and Pope, pp. 
229-36. 

18. Pershing is quoted directly in the Raleigh News and Observer, May 5, 1929. 
See also Hood, pp. 33-4. Reports of Pershing as being court-martialed during World 
War I are summarized in ibid., p. 61. 

19. Pope, pp. 241-2. 

20. Hood, pp. 35-6; Pope, pp. 240-1; Beal, pp. 126-35. 

21. Charlotte Observer, April 4, 1929. 

22. The Gazetie’s moderate editorial was published April 9, 1929. For representa- 
tive savage attacks on the paper by radicals, see Beal, p. 142, and Tom Tippett, 
When Southern Labor Stirs (hereinafter cited as Tippett), p. 78. 

23. Hood, pp. 43-8, sums up most sources. See also Pope, pp. 247-8, and a biased 
account in Tippett, p. 86. 

24. Gastonia Gazette, April 3, 1929. 

25.° Pope, pu248: 

26.. Ibid., pp. 244-5. 

27. Hood, pp. 69-70; Gastonia Gazette, April 13, 1929. 

28. Pope, p. 266. 

29. Hood, pp. 84-5; Tippett, pp. 87-8; Beal, pp. 149-50. 

30. Gastonia Gazetie, May 2, 1929. 

31. Ibid., May 1, 1929. 

on: Hood, pp. 130-1, citing direct interview. 

33. Ella May Wiggins has been much romanticized by the radicals. See Beal, pp. 
193-4, and Margaret “Larkin, “The Story of Ella May,” New Masses, Nov., 1929. 

34. Hood, pp. 117-21, citing all available sources. Tippett, pp. 95-8, and Beal, pp. 
164-70, are highly apologistic. 

35. Hood, pp. 133-5. Beal, pp. 172-90, romanticizes his flight. 

36. Pope, pp. 293-5; Hood, pp. 145ff; Margaret Larkin, “Ella May’s Songs,” 
Nation, Oct. 9, 1929. 

37. Hood, pp. 152-72; Pope, 295-305; Beal, 195-208. 

38. Pope, p. 294. 

39. Beal, pp. 209-27, full of vivid and sometimes melodramatic detail. 


XVIII. HARD TIMES 


. Separk, pp. 143-8. 

MPO ye OF 2 

N.C. Manual (1929), passim. 

. Sherrill, pp. 393-5, speaks of the local depression picture. 
opes.D. 59. 

. Gastonia Gazette, Aug. 21, 1930; Hood. p. 178. 

. Full-page advertisement in Gastonia Gazette, Sept. 30, 1930. 
. Pope, pp 52ff, tables compressing census reports. 

. Ibid., p. 309 and note 8. 

10. Beal, pp. 237ff; Pope, p. 305. 

11. N. C. Manual (1931), passim. 

12. Separk, pp. 124-5, 127. 

Lae ibid. p..177. 

14. Pope, pp. 166-7. 

15. Separk, p. 125. 

16, Ibid., pp. 166, 168. 

17. Ibid., pp. 182-4. 

18. Stewart Atkins in Gastonia Gazette, July 23, 1933. 

19. Separk, pp. 127-8. 

20. Pope, pp. 314, 319; Gastonia Gazette, Sept. 17, 1934. 
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21. Cent. Program, p. 54. 

22. Separk, pp. 158-9. 

23. Industrial Directory and Reference Book of the State of North Carolina, pp. 
370-1. 

24. Gastonia Gazette, Sept. 13, 1938. 

25. Gaston County’s Educational Heritage, p. 15. 

26. Robert F. Cope, Alfred Lee Bulwinkle. 

27. Ibid., Robert Gregg Cherry. 

28. Pope, pp. 305, 311-12. 


XIX. WORLD WAR AND ANNIVERSARY 


1. These statistics are from Cent. Program, p. 83, and Pope, tables, pp. 43ff. Some 
slight mistakes are corrected from Sixteenth U.S. Census (1940), Population, Vol. 
Ippi ii. 

. Lyle Edwards in Gastonia Gazette, Oct. 17, 1950. 
. Robert F. Cope, typescript, Gaston County in World War II. 
. Cent, Program, p. 66. 
. Pope, p. 306. See also various contemporary newspapers. 
. Lyle Edwards in Gastonia Gazette, Oct. 17, 1950. 
. Robert F. Cope, Gaston County in World War II, includes a list of nearly 300 
Gaston County service men who died during the war, as compiled by Everett J. 
ones. 
- 8. Robert F. Cope, Robert Gregg Cherry. 
9. Hist. Bulletin, Jan., 1955, p. 1; May-June, 1957, p. 3. 
10. Cent. Program, passim. 
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Cook, James M., 81 
Cook, John, 81 
Coral Sea, 189 
Corn, 5, sbl tbl; 195, 18k 
Cornwallis, Lord Charles, 29, 31, 33f, 
41ff, 57, 59 
Cornwell, C. C., 154 
Cornwell, Summey C., 160 
Costner, Ambrose, 109 
Costner, Caleb, 88 
Costner, J. A., 126 
Costner, James, 139 
Costner, Joseph, 90 
Costner, L., 119 
Costner, R. E., 126 
Costner, T. F., 126 
Cotton..5;.53, 71, 77, 111, 153, 181 
Cotton gin, 52 
Cotton mills: 108, 111, 125ff, 134, 142, 
143f, 149, 160, 163, 185£ 
Albion Manufacturing Company, 129 
Arlington Cotton Mills, 140 
Atlas Manufacturing Company, 153 
Avon Mills, 136 
Cherryville Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 131 
Chronicle Mills, 140 
Clara Manufacturing Company, 148 
Dallas Cotton Mills, 131 
Dorothy Manufacturing Company, 
155 
Firestone Cotton Mills, Inc., 181 
Gastonia Cotton Manufacturing 
Company, 126 
Gaston Land and Manufacturing 
Company, 154, 178 


Gray Manufacturing Company, 148 

Gray’s Specialty Yarn Company, 181 

Harden Manufacturing Company, 
Y29 157 

High Shoals Company, 135, 165 

High Shoals Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 61, 72, 77,.87 

Hooper Manufacturing Company, 
121 

Imperial Yarn Mills, 148 

Lawrence Mill, 119 

Lincoln County Mill, 57 

Lineberger, L., and Company, 67, 
70, 72, 95, 96, 104, 107, 109, 119 

Loray Mill, 140, 155, 165, 166, 168ff, 
177, 180, 181 

Lowell Cotton Mills, 140 

McAden Mills, 117, 119, 126, 159 

Manville-Jenckes Company, Inc., 165, 
181 

Mayes Manufacturing Company, 148 

Modena Cotton Mills, 135, 155 

Monarch Cotton Mills, 178f 

Morowebb Cotton Mills Company, 
146 

Mount Holly Cotton Mills, 109, 119, 
126, 159 

Mount Holly Knitting Company, 
126, 129 

Mountain Island Manufacturing 
Company, 67, 70, 72, 73, 87, 104, 
BOD LIDS 124) 157 

Mountain Island Manufacturing 
Company of North Carolina, 121 

Mount Hecla Steam Cotton Mill, 66, 
67 

Nims Manufacturing Company, 131, 
159 

Oates Factory, 126 

Ozark Mills, 139 

Piedmont Mills, 181 

Renfrow Cotton Mills, 127 

Renwood Manufacturing Company, 
127 

Sanders Spinning Company, 153 

Southern Cotton Mills, 136, 145 

Spencer Mountain Mills; 109, 114, 
1195831, 159 

Spring Shoals Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 117 

Stanley Creek Cotton Mills, 131 

Stanley Manufacturing Company, 
153 

Stowe’s Factory, 71, 72, 73, 76, 86, 
$04 4t05, 109, 112) 119 

Superior Yarn Mills, Inc., 187, 190 | 

Textiles, Inc., 179 

Thies Dyeing and Processing Com- 
pany, 178 

Trenton Cotton Mills, 135 
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Tuckaseege Manufacturing Com- 
pany, L17f£ 
Vermont Mills, 147 
Vivian Cotton Mills, 140 
Winsor Cotton Mills, 135 
Woodlawn Mill, 67, 70, 72, 73, 87, 
114, 119, 126, 156 
Woodlawn Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 112, 148 
Cotton Textile Code Authority, 180 
Coulter, John, 68 
Council of State, North Carolina, 75, 98 
County seat, change in Gaston, 137f, 
145f, 150f, 154 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 5, 
69 
Court, North Carolina Supreme, 60, 
1738477 
Court, Superior, 5, 100 
Court, United States Supreme, 76 
Courthouse, Gaston County, 70, 95, 
109f, 138, 146, 150, 154, 196 
Courthouse, Lincoln County, 27, 46, 
2 
Courthouse, Tryon County, 4, 23f 
Cowan’s Ford, 22, 42, 43, 64, 191 
Cowpens, 41, 59 
Cox, Andrew B., 69 
Cozart, James, 23 
Craig, Clyde, 154, 157 
Craig, John H., 125, 130, 135 
Craig, Sally, 125 
Craig, Thomas L., 132, 136, 154, 155 
Craig, T. N., 80 
Craige, Burton, 73 
Cramer, Stuart W., 148 
Cramerton, 148f, 185, 194 
Crawford, Mrs. E. J., 94 
Crawford, James, 90 
Cronin, Father, 66 
Crowder, Ulrich, 17 
Crowder’s Creek, 17, 20, 46, 77, 196 
Crowder’s Mountain, 2, 17, 18, 21, 25, 
46, 52, 58, 65, 77, 111f£, 121, 128, 130, 
138, 189, 196 
Crowder’s Mountain Township, 122 
Cuba, 138f 
Curry, Robert, 51 


Dakota Indians, 8 

Dallas}4;.5717,.70, 71, 76, 77, 79, 88, 93, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 105, 106, 
TOT, LOS 110, V1, 113, 114, 115, 
7195120 2125,8127, 130, 152, 133, 136, 
137f, 140, 141, 144, 148, 150, 151, 152, 
153, 154f, 163, 176, 177, 185, 189, 194, 
195, 196 

Dallas, George Mifflin 4, 68 

Dallas Light Infantry, 119, 133 

Dallas Tavern, 99 


Dallas Township, 120 

Dalton, Carr, 160 

Davenport, A. W., 69 

Davenport, Wesley, 4 

Davidson, Mary, 49 

Davidson, Gen. William, 42 

Davie, A. B., 105 

Davie County, 68, 131 

Davis, Anderson, 101 

Davis, Henry, 51 

Davis, Jefferson, 93, 95 

Davis, O. W., 137 

Davis, T. A., 118 

Dellinger, George, 25 

Dellinger, Nathan, 88 

de Finola. Chevalier Riva, 59, 66 

Dellinger, David P., 165£ 

Dellinger, John, 25 

Dellview, 165f, 185, 194 

Democrats, 60, 63, 67, 73, 76, 98, 100, 
101, 102, 110,115, 116,°118, 120, 123, 
130, 140, 154, 156, 176, 177£ 

Democrats, Nortern, 78 

Democrats, Southern Rights, 78 

Department of Labor, 171 

Derry County, Ireland, 123 

Deserters, Civil War, 92 

Dewey’s Place, 107 

Dewstoe, M. R., 126 

Dickey, David, 46 

Dickson, James, 51 

Dickson, John, 46, 49 

Dickson, Joseph, 32, 34, 39, 48, 49, 50, 
52, 196 

Dickson Old Field, 50 

Dickson, R. A., 180 

Dictatorship, military, 98 

Dixon, A. M., 180 

Dixon, Kay, 180 

Dockery, Alfred, 98 

Dodsworth, L. A., 148 

Dorsey, 77 

Douglas, Stephen A., 78 

Dred Scott Decision, 76 

Duhart Creek, 2 

Duke Power Company, 147f, 153, 159, 
164, 175£ 

Dumont, Neal, 114 

Dunn, David, 88 

Durham County, 150 

Durham, J. R., 136 

Durham, Plato T., 139 

Durham, Robert Lee, 139 

Durham, S. J., 145 

Dutchman's Creek, 2, 3, 17, 18, 45, 49, 
59, 67, 75, 189 
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Eaker, Michael, 69 
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Early, Jake, 190 

Earthquake, 124 

East Gastonia, 155, 194 

Eddleman, David, 60 

Eddleman, Peter, 5, 41, 43, 59 

Eddleman, William, 60 

Edenton, N. C., 147 

Edwards, Thomas H., 80 

Eighty-first Division, 159 

Eighty-second N. C, Regiment, 92 

Eldrige, Nathaniel, 20 

Elmore, Robert P., 139 

Engineers, 105th, 159 

England, 70, 188 

English, 11 

Eulenspiegel, Till, 183 

Europe, 156, 187 

Evans, E. M., 116 

Ewing, Charles, 189 

Ewing, Hugh, 26, 34, 39ff, 44, 56, 97, 
19} 

Ewing, Samuel, 97 


_ Faces We See, 183 

Faires, E. M., 80 

Falling Waters, 89 

Falls House, 74, 130 

Falls, J. L.; 135 

Falls, John, 69 

Fall’s Lime Kiln, 65 

Falls; W.T..1il 

Farms and farming, 5, 18, 21, 52f, 71, 
104.4105, 106, 108, 111, 113, 153, 161, 
178, 181£, 185£ 

Farrar, John, 67 

Fayssoux, John I., 160 

Fayssoux, Will, 137 

Federal forces, Civil War, 80, 81, 86, 
87, 88, 89f, 92, 93, 95f, 97 

Federal government, 104f 

Ferguson, James, 69 

Ferguson, Col. Patrick, 33ff, 56, 108, 
160 

Field Artillery, 113th, 159, 164 

First National Bank, 130, 178, 180 

Fite, Burrell, 106 

Fite, Charles Armstrong, 137 

Fite, Henry, 80 

Fite, James, 83 

Flood, Catawba, 157ff 

Florida, 12 

Flour mills, 61 

Ford, Amzi, 76, 97 

Ford, J. C., 88 

Ford, James E., 139 

Forney, Abram, 48 

Forney, Jacob, 25 

Forney, Peter, 48, 55, 57 

Fort, 4, 12 
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Fort Mill, S. C., 147£ 

Fort Sumter, 78 

France, 15, 20, 159, 188 

Frayser’s Farm, 92 

Fredericksburg, 86 

Fremont, John C., 76 

French and Indian War, 16 

Freytag, 16 

Friday, 16 

Friday, Ephraim, 4 

Friday, Nicholas, 46 

Friday, William C., 195 

Froneberger, Jacob, 92, 95 

Froneberger, Jacob, Diary, 79, 82, 88, 
90, 91, 92, 95 

Froneberger, Sylvanus, 93 

Froneberger, William, 11, 16 

Fulenwider, Henry, 64 

Fulenwider, Jacob, 5, 58, 59, 65, 72, 
135,°165 

Fulenwider, John, 47, 55, 58 

Fuller, A. H., 186 


Gaither, Thomas H., 112, 119 

Gardner, O. Max, 169, 176 

Garfield, James A., 115 

Garibaldi, John, 106 

Garibaldi Station, 106, 108, 110, 111, 
112, 120 

Garland, Thomas A., 160 

Garrett, Dr. F. M., 120 

Gaston Blues, 80f, 91 

Gaston County, Iff, 67ff, 71 ff, 75ff, 85ff, 
O6ff, 106, 108, 110, 114f, 117£, 120, 
123f, 129ff, 137, 140, 142f, 149, 152¢, 
156, 159£, 164ff, 172, 177, 185, 189, 
194 

Gaston County, Economic and Social, 
162 

Gaston County Historical Society, 189f, 
193 

Gaston County Library Board, 195 

Gaston County Sanatorium, 175 

Gaston County Textile Manufacturers’ 
Association, 179 

Gaston Guards, 80, 91, 150, 154 

Gaston, Harley B., 164 

Gaston, J. C., 119 

Gaston, Judge William, 3, 66, 68 

Gastonia, 109, 110f, 114, 115f, 118, 119, 
120 t2570 120, 12ot,132, 155 135) 
136ff, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 148, 149, 
152, 153, 155, 159, 163, 164, 177, 185, 
189, 194 

Gastonia All-Stars, 181 

Gastonia and Gaston County, Past, 
Present, Future, 182, 184 

Gastonia Bank, 125 

Gastonia Banking Company, 135 
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Gastonia Chamber of Commerce, 186 

Gastonia Coffin Company, 135 

Gastonia Library Association, 148 

Gastonia Ministerial Association, 178 

Gastonia Station, 107, 108, 109 

Gastonia Telephone Company, 136 

Gastonia Township, 122, 146 

Gastonia Township Airport, 190 

Gaston Post No. 23, American Legion, 
164 . 

Gates, Gen. Horatio, 33 

Gazette Publishing Company, 149 

General Assembly, North Carolina, 2, 
ZrieS0: 47, F717, 1423, 1268, 137, 166, 
182 

George II, 13, 143 

George AIT) c19;,.20)25, 28,45, 48 

Georgia, 27535, 92 

Germans, 10ff, 16, 31, 43, 95, 188 

Germany, 186 

Gettysburg, 88f, 92, 160 

Gilbert Town, 34 

Gilmer, Charles L., 189 

Gilmer, Enoch, 34, 36ff, 44 

Gilmer, William, 34, 39, 44, 56 

Glenn, E. F., 135 

Glenn, Dr. Frank, 135 

Glenn, Dr. H. F., 175 

Glenn, James, 14, 52 

Glenn, James R., 189 

Glenn, John, 16 

Glenn, J. P., 118 

Glenn, J. W., 118 

Glenn, Dr. L. N., 175 

Glenn, W. D., 97 

Glenn, W. W., 131 

Gold and gold mining, 5, 47, 50, 59, 
60, 61f, 65, 72, 77, 104, 105, 111, 120£ 

Gordon, Ed, 186 

Grant, Ulysses S.,.91, 93, 99 

Granville, Earl of, 9, 18, 33 

Graham, Arthur, 48 

Graham, William, 24, 25f, 29, 34f, 45, 
47 

Graham, Mrs. William, 38 

Graham, William A., 67 

Graves, Jonathan, 51 

Gray, Georges AnY8/, 125, 135, 156, 
137, 139, 140, 144, 156 

Great Britain, 20, 55 

Greater Gastonia, 185 

Green, William, 170 

Greene, Nathaniel, 42f 

Greensboro, 6, 66, 70, 93 

Grice, John M., 139 

Grier, Calvin E., 99, 100 

Groot, Philip W., 73, 77 

Guifford, Father John, 66 

Guilford County, 66 
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Guion, Levy, 101 
Gulick, James, 51 
Gullick, Elizabeth, 49 
Gullick, J. G., 102 
Gullick, Jonathan, 49 


Haggerty, William, 11, 12, 14 

Hagler, King, 15ff, 22 

Hall, A. M., 126£ 

Hallghs-Ps 14759182 

Hall, J. R., 126f£ 

Hall, Rev. John Davidson, 147 

Hall, M. N., 144 

Hambright, Frederick, 11, 12, 14, 16, 
22, 24, 25, 29, 34ff, 46, 47, 187 

Hambright, John, 34 

Hancock, Winfield Scott, 115 

Hand, J. G., 69, 76 

Handbook of North Carolina, 142 

Hanks, George, 80 

Hanks, William, 64 

Hanna, James M., 69 

Hanover Court House, 81, 82 

Hardin, Benjamin, 11, 14, 16 

Hardin, John, 11, 14, 16 

Hardin, Joseph, 24 

Hardin, Sarah, 16 

Hardscrabble, 106 

Harmon, George W., 139 

Harper’s Ferry, 92 

Harris, James, 90 

Harris, Robert Franklin, 190 

Harrison, Joseph, 171f 

Hay, 153, 181 

Hayes, Arthur Garfield, 172 

Headquarters Co., 120th Infantry, 186, 
188 

Hearn, Penal, 69 

Helton, M. B., 90 

Henderson, James, 16, 51, 62, 195 

Henderson, James Pinkney, 61, 68 

Henderson, Lawson, 60 

Henderson, Logan, 61 

Henderson, Tommy, 135f 

Henderson’s Shoals, 17, 60 

Hendricks, John A., 131 

Hendricks, K. Y., 172 

Henry, Joseph, 40, 42 

Henry, (Sheriff) Joseph, 48 

Henry, Mary Baldreich, 49 

Henry, Moses, 40, 49 

Henry, Robert, 26, 34, 36, 39, 40ff, 47, 
50, 51 

Henderson, Robert F., 69 

Henry, Thomas, 26 

Henry, William, 12 

Herndon, William P., 138 

“Heroes of America, The,” 92 

Hessians, 31, 33 
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Heyl, Jacob, 10, 12, 16 

Heyl, Katrina, 10, 13 

Heyl, Pieter, 10, 11,12, 16,:23, 76, 196 

High Point, 80 

High Shoals, 17," 22747, 77, 105, 129, 
135, 153, 170, 189 

High Shoals Iron Works, 5, 22, 47, 58, 
61, 72, 77, 87, 96, 104£, 111, 165 

Hill, Gen. A. P., 86 

Hill, Daniel Harvey, 80, 105f 

Hill, W. P.; 82, 88 

Hillsboro, 24, 25 

Hindenburg Line, 159 

Hobbs, S. H., Jr., 162 

Hoey, Clyde, 183 

Hoftman, Fred D., 3, 63 

Hoffman, John, 29 

Hoffman, Jonas, 67, 98, 102 

Hoffman, Lionel, 189 

Hoffman, L. M.. 147 

Hoffman, P., 119 

Hoffman, Solomon, 95 

Hoffman, Dr. W. H., 135 

Hoke, Daniel, 60 

Hoke, John D., 60 

Hoke, John F., 61 

Hoke, Marcus, 61 

Hoke, William P., 138 

Holden, W. W., 97f, 99, 101, 102 

Holland. 11, 189 

Holland, B. M., 147£ 

Holland, Donald, 189 

Holland, Dr. E. B., 107, 111, 132 

Holland, Ephraim, 105 

Holland, Isaac, 4 

Holland, Isaac, Jr., 67, 68, 69 

Holland, Isaac D., 79 

Holland, J. A., 154 

Holland;*J. Q., 91, 93 

Holland, James, 51 

Holland, Jesse, 5, 69, 70, 105 

Holland, Prince, 107 

Holland, W. F., 69, 70 

Holland, Wade, 105 

Hooper, Emily, 121 

Hooper, W. J., 121 

Hoover, Doras Avery, 190 

Hoover, Herbert, 176 

Horey, Aaron E., 77 

House of Commons, North Carolina, 
1, 2, 7, 46, 52, 57, 60, 61, 63f, 68, 72E, 
76, 78, 98, 123 

House of Representatives, North Caro- 
lina, 98, 102, 115, 120, 130, 138, 145£, 
164 

Houser, W. H., 131 

Hovis, George, 16 

Hoyle, Andrew, 23, 69, 76 

Hoyle (Heyl), Elizabeth, 16 
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Hoyle (Heyl), John, 10, 23 
Hoyle, Mary, 17 

Foyle; Peter, 55 
Hoylesville, 70, 76 
Huffstetler, H. R., 100 
Huffstetler, Jesse, 187, 190 
Huffstetler, William, 160 
Huffstetler, William T,, 138 
Huggins, Reid T., 160 
Humphreys, Henry, 66f 
Hunter, Baxter, 138f 
Hunter, Rev. Humphrey, 51, 55, 59, 71 
Huntersville, 71 

Hurley, William B., 188 
Huss, Hunter, 182 


Independence Day, 55f 

Independence, Declaration of, 56 

Indians, 3, 8, 9, 12, 14ff, 46, 48, 143 

Indian Commissioners, North Caro- 
lina, 14 ff 

Indian Creek, 17, 31 

Industrial Fair, 190 

Influenza epidemic, 159f 

Invisible Empire: see Ku Klux Klan 

Ireland, 20, 115, 123 

Trish, 59, 63 

Iron and iron industry, 5, 22, 35, 47, 
48,°53, 61:72, 73, 77, 96, 104, 105, 
114, 129, 134, 135, 142, 165 

Irwin, Isaac, 60 

Isenhour, Charles M., 139 

Italy, 59 

Iverson’s Brigade, 88 

Iwo Jima, 189 

I. W. W., 169 


Jackson, Andrew, 60, 61 
Jackson, R., 119 

Jackson, Stonewall, 87, 191 
James, Jesse, 183 

James River, 8 


- Jarrett, John, 93 


Jarrett, Samuel, 93 
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Jefferson, Thomas, 41 

Jenkins, David A. “Honest Dave,” 98, 
125 

Jenkins, George, 139 

Jenkins, Dr. John, 135f 

Jenkins, Laban Lineberger, 125, 130, 
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Jenkins, Margaret, 63 

Jenkins, Rufus Lee, 139 

Johnson, Andrew, 51 

Johnson, Badger, 160 

Johnson, Earl D., 160 
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